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Helping Reduce Poverty and Hunger

TheincreaseincropyieldsduringthefirstGreenRevolutionreliedheavilyoninnovationssuchasimprovedirrigation

techniques,mechanizedfarmingequipment,andpurchasedinputssuchasfertilizerandpesticide.Large-scalefarmers,

however,weretheprimarymarketforthesetechnologies;small-scaleandsubsistencefarmersoftenlackedthenecessary

meanstoacquirethem.Today,agriculturalbioengineeringallowsforgeneticimprovementofseedsandhasthepotentialto

benefit all types of farmers and consumers, including those who are resource poor.

Benefits for the Community. The
mission of the Agricultural
Biotechnology Support Project Il
(ABSPII) is to help farmers and
consumers worldwide make informed
choices about using agricultural
bioengineered products. We seek to
accomplish this mission by partnering
with those people in developing
countries—scientists, regulators,
extensionworkers,farmers,andgeneral
public—who must make decisions
about what foods to grow and eat. In
caseswherecommunitiesdecidethatan
agricultural problem is best addressed
through biotechnology than through
traditional means, we support the safe
andeffectivedevelopmentanddelivery
of the desired bioengineered crop.

Building Local Capacity. Through a
large consortium of public-and private-
sector institutions, ABSPII helps
provide information and infrastructure

to boost food security, economic
growth, nutrition, and environmental
quality. Our objectiveisto build on-the-
ground expertise in scientific research,
management, licensing, policy
development,and outreach.By helping
build these capacities, ABSPII seeks to
achieve its broader goal of reducing
poverty and hunger. We currently work
in Bangladesh, Uganda, Kenya, Mali,
India, Indonesia, and the Philippines.
We also assist regional organizations in
Africa—such as the Western and
Central African Council for Agricultural
ResearchandDevelopment(21member
countries) and the Association for
Strengthening Agricultural Research in
Eastern and Central Africa (10 member
countries)—to build their expertise in
biotechnology research and policy
development.

Increasing Food Security. Where
demand exists, ABSPIl supports the
safe and effective development and
commercialization of bioengineered
crops as a complement to traditional
agricultural approaches. We use actual
crops—banana, cassava, chickpea,
eggplant,groundnut, papaya,potatoand
sweet potato, rice, sunflower, and
tomato—tohelpstrengthendeveloping
countries’ research, regulatory, and
distribution systems. Our products
drive capacity-building, are accessible
to farmers, contribute to the
productivity of agricultural systems,
and improve lives.

Innovative and Pragmatic Solutions.
To ensure that product development
stays focused on real needs, we begin
everyprojectbybringingtogetherlocal-
level stakeholdersto set priorities. Then
ABSPIl works with stakeholders to
design and coordinate work plans for
thedevelopmentandcommercialization
ofeachproduct;facilitatepublic-private
partnershipstoboostmutualincentives
and sustained, long-term investments;
monitor and evaluate the impact of our
activities;andimprove awarenessofthe
science behind bioengineered crops.

While increased agricultural produc-
tivity is the anticipated short-term
outcome of the project, ABSPII also
aims to increase scientists’ and policy-
makers’ understanding of markets,
regulatory environments, and the
commercialization requirements of
bioengineered crops. By working in
these areas, ABSPIl expects to secure
long-term outcomes such as an overall
increase in the availability and security
offoodsources, withattendantbenefits
to local nutrition. Increased farm pro-
ductivity and improved market oppor-
tunities also expand rural economies.

Recognizing that successful delivery of
bioengineered crops depends on
satisfactorybiosafetyregulation, ABSPII
collaborateswith otherinitiatives of the
United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) to promote safe
andeffectiveagriculturalbiotechnology
in Africa and Asia. Impact assessments
are conducted to provide forward-
looking evaluations of the market-level
consequences of all biotechnology
products supported by ABSPII.



Some of Our Consortium Partners

U.S. Public Institutions
Michigan State University

Ohio State University

University of California, Davis

Virginia Polytechnic and State University
National and Regional Partners
Association for Strengthening Agricultural

Research in Eastern and Central Africa
(ASARECA)

Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute
(BARI)

Department of Science and Technology,
Philippine Council for Agriculture, Forestry,
and Natural Resources Research and
Development (DOST-PCARRD)

Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa
(FARA)

Institut d’Economie Rural (IER)
Institut du Sahel (INSAH)

National Agricultural Research
Organization (NARO), Uganda

Program for Biosafety (PBS)

Research Institute for Agricultural
Biotechnology and Genetic Resources,
Indonesia (ICABIOGRAD)

Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU)

University of the Philippines, Los Bafios
(UPLB)

Western and Central African Council for
Agricultural Research and Development
(CORAF)

Private-Sector Entities
East-West Seeds, Indonesia

Maharashtra Hybrid Seed Company
(MAHYCO), India

Sathguru Management Consultants (SMS),
India

CGIAR Center and Other International
Institutions
AsianVegetableResearchandDevelopment
Center (AVRDC)

International Crops Research Institute for
the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)

International Institute for Tropical
Agriculture (IITA)

International Service for the Acquisition of
Agri-Biotech Applications (ISAAA)

Indonesian Vegetable Research Institute
(IVEGRI)

Nongovernmental Organizations and
Foundations
Donald Danforth Plant Science Center
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