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STATE (OF THE NATICN LESSAGE OF
PRESIDENT HGUYEN VAN THIEU
To The Joint Bession Of The Fational Assembly

25-1-1968

Mr. President of the Senate,

lir. President of the House,

Distinguished Senators and Representatives,
Ladies and Gentlewmen,

Since the day the Constitution was proclaimed, sn April 1,
1957, our country has gone through almost one year in time,
and though it bhad many difficulties and challenges, it also
gathered many encouraging results. From a Constitution
proclaimed as a legislative act on principles, we have
eradually materialized those principles into reality. From
the temporary executive and legislative organisms, we have
moved to the constitutional ones, -and today marks the first
formal and direct meeting between the Execulive and Legis-
lative powers in a jolnt session of the National Assembly.

As Chief of the Executive, duly elected by the People, I
sincerely welcome you, Representatives of the MNation's -
Legislative power, and I hope that the relations between
the Executive and Legislative will be fostered in order to
better serve our Nation and People's interests.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Due to the pressing situation of the country, the day I
have been waiting for has come, for the two Houses have
already finished preparing their status and elected their
official secretariats as well as the special committees in
order to operate efficiently.



For this reason, I come here today to present to you the
actual situation of our country, our national poliey, the
Government's program of actions and the proposed budget for

1968.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Three years ago., the Communists opened large-scale speratisns
throughout znd inside our territory, from the provinces of
the southern I Corps, the central Coastal Zone, the central
nghlands to the Southwestern and Southeastern provinces.

In 1965 alone, there was a time when the enemy wanted to
divide our country into many isolated zones so as to surround
and. destroy us.

However, from mid-1966 to this date, our Armed Forces and
our Allies have repeatedly defeated the enemy in all battle=
fields, The southern part of the DMZ, as well as the bhases
along the Central Coastal Zone and the famous safe-havens

in the South-East and South-West were gradually either
cleaned up or occupled.

Toward the end of 1967, with the cessation of important but
costly battles taking place in the past few months from the
South of the 17th parallel to Dakto, Phuoc Qua, Loc Ninh,

Bo Duc... we have seen that from the big operations in
preparation for its general offensive war in 1965, the enemy
vas gradually forced to a holding position in 1666, and to

a defensive one today. The majority of the units from the
Division to the Regiment level were wiped out-of their strong
base camps, and especially in the last months of 1967, despite
the fact that the enemy was still able to conduct some large
battles, they all took place along the frontiers and the DMZ,
and there was not any important battle ‘deep inside our
territory.

Two years ago, the enemy was thinking of dividing our country
in order to destroy us., but they were gradually pushed to the -
point from where they could rnot launch any important offensives
without relying on bases beyond our frontiers.



In the last three months of 1957 alone, enemy's cagualties
‘vere up to 22,500, and around 9,000 weapons of all kinds
vere seilzed,

In 1057 espec1ally, the enemy lost around 96,000 soldiers
(an increase-of 52% over 1966) and 32, 785 weapons (an
increase of 66% over 1965).

Compared to ours, the enemy's casualties are inereasing
everjday. - The ratio of friendly to enemy forces killed in
1955 was 1/2, in 1955 it was 1/5, and in the first months

of 1967 it was 1/6. The ratio for weapons seized has changed
from 1/3 to l/l 5, and to 1/%. There were also 26,157 V.C,
returnees in 1967, a record number until now. The enemy's
recruiting capacity in the South has decreased by 50% in
1967, thus forcing them to draft youngsters 14 to 16 years

of age, to use women to replace the guerillas, ©o try to
attack jails and release the prisoners in order to strengthen
the number of their units.

Their total strensgth has decreased despite their efforts to
infiltrate from the North in order to make up for their
depleted units and their difficulty in recruwiting in the
South. The number of fizhting men in their various units
has also decreased.

Throughout *the past two years, the enemy tried. desperately
to force a victory at any cost, first aiming at the U.S.
Forces, in order to attract the world's attention and stir
the U.S5. puhlic opinion, and last hoping to use the victory
on the battlefield as a bargain at the negotiation table.

The enemy also tried but failed to create politicél unstabi~’
lity in the rear, thus preventing us from building a legal
Government apd Democracy,

Through various ﬁinter—Spring, Fall-Winter campaigns the
enemy's hopes to end the war by a military vietory were -
completely crushed.

In the plains, the enemy no longer has the ability to launch
- an all-out offen51ve ‘against the chief towns and district
towms, thus they are forced to use mortar attacks and
terrorism. Their tactic was aiméd at shaking public's



donfidence and discrediting the Government, but on the
military viewpoint, it demonstrated a weakness rather
than strength. UWhen the regional forces can no longer
support the guerillas efficiently, and when the mein-core
units are isolated from the regilonal forces, then their
matual support can no longer exist, consequently, their
general offensive can no longer be realized.

Their rear bases in the North being destroyed, their direct
infiltration network being harassed, and althoush Worth
Vietnam has used many new infiltration routes and satfe-
havens, the replacement strength of the North is no longer
in abundance for production and self-defense purposes as
well as for infiltration, as was bhe case in the past. The
guestion of feeding an expeditionary foree having lost the
support of bthe regional forces has become an unsolvable
problem for North Vietnam.

The Iforth Vietnamese high-ranking officials certainly under=
stood more than anybody else that they cennot achieve a
total victory, but with their remaining capability they
55111 murture a last hope for victory.

This yesr being an election year in our most important
allied country, namely the United States, She Communists
take advantage of the occasion and fully ubilize all
piropaganda and political maneuvers; they launch a false
peace offensive along with their military efforts which at
the present time take place <rith wvehemence in the area south
of the DiZ and some places of the Highlands, They also
increase thelr sabotaze, shellinz. and terror campoigns in
the Delte provinces. FPurthermore, there is & propaganda
moverment for a coalition government. All the above menbtioned
efforts aim at consolidating the morale of the people. the
arny. vhe cadres in the North as well as in the South before
vhelr total collapse.

With regard %o national security, mention should be made of
maty important successes in 1967, namely:

- control has been regained on 95% of the rice cultivated
and heavily populated areas in the II Corps:



~ Dbetter security conditions on roads

d waterways
were observed in 1667 as compered to 1950;

aT
56
- the length of secure roads increased by 650km;

- the length of roads vhere armed escort was reguired
decreased by 500km;

- by the end of 1967, traffic on Nag?onal Route Wo. 1,
from Saigon to Ben Hai, was reestablished;

- in addition, 20Gkm of railway were restored, thus
increasing the total operation network to 510ka.

If North Vietnam stubbornly -avoids a peace talk because
they had neither a military nor a political victory, then,
with its rate of increasing defeats it will not be long
before Horth Vietnam must decide to end the war gradually.

But as T have also presented, until North Vietnam has to
bow totally to decide either o negotiate or stop the wer,
they still are able to increase their military and sabotage
efforts, at least in the wcourse o©f this year. Along with
their military offensives and sabotage actions we should
expect many more propagsnda campaigns and efforts to stir
up the populetion in our towns and cities; thus, in this
respect we should be vigilant, and strongly oppose them.

The above mentioned facts do not permit us to be %oo
optimistic and believe that peace will soon come as a
miracle. On the conbtrary, we must know to exploit the
actual Commnists' failures as well as our victories in
view of shortening the war and establishing peace under the
most favorable conditions for sur side, thus bringing us =
guaranteed and durable peace upan which we can rebuild and
develop our nation on a-strong and lasting basis,

Moreover, it is a common knowledge that we qre'fighting

for our self-defense, and the Vietnemese are a peace-loving
people; therefore, we will always welcome peace initiatives;
provided that peace is a just peace which guarantees our
Independence, Freedom, and Democracy, and suppresses the



"sufferings long endured by the Vietnamese of both the
North and the Souih,

Howvever, when we talk abosut Peace, in other words the end
of the war, it is necessary for us to mention that the
prupose of the present struggle of the Republic of Vietnam
is simply a self-defense war against the aggression of the
Communist North. "

Tumediately after the signature of the 1954 Geneva
Agreement, North Vietnam has violated it by leaving behind
hundreds of arms caches scattered everyvhere and numerous
disguised cadres in the South.

Later.,, Communist NVN infiltrated into SVH in ever increasing
numbers of cadres, weapons and large military units.
Captured North Vietnamese soldiers as well as captured
documents heve amply proven this aggression, aimed at the
destruction of SVN and the overthrow by force of- the Govern-
ment of the RVHN.

The ICC, in its Special Repsrt of June 2,.1962, has clearly
testified to this aggression. T

The bomBing of NVN, as well as the presence of allied troops

in SVN, which followed by many years the start of Communist
aggression, are the only mecasures in response to Communist
aggression. Therefore, any solution toward peace should -
begin by the cessation of Comaunist infiltration and aggressive
activities. To ask us to stop our defensive measures before
the aggression stops, is to 2sk us ©o surrender to the enemy.
The RVN and the other freedom-loving countries will never
accept this condition.

The bombing of NVN is the response to the whole apparatus of
Communist aggressive activities, inecluding Communist in-
filtration across the borders, as well as guerilla attacks,
subversion, sabotage, and terrorism...in SV, Therefore,
the bombing of NVN cen be stopped only after NVN has stopped
- all their aggressive activities mentioned above.

The cessation of infiltration by itself is not sufficient,
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because infiltration is only a part in the Communist
system of aggression.

Besides, it is the part whose cessation is the most difficult
to control in view of the lengthy borderline across vast
areas covered by jungles and mountains, especially on the
frontiers between North and South Vietnam, and betireen Viet-
nam -~ Laos - Cambodia.

We should also try to avoid falling into the stratagem of

NVH which strives to separate artificially the war in the

. Borth from the war in the South. In fact, these are only
two battle fields of the same war, as illustrated by the two

following reasons: )

1. The battlefield above the-17th parallel is caused by the .
NVN aggression in SVN,

2. Communist WVN directs and organizes the war of aggressisn
against the RVN. To stop the bombing of WVN alone will not
bring back peace to Vietnam.

The scheme of NVN is to require our cessation of bombing

in the MNorth and then to bring pressure on us to negotiate
with and to recognize the so-called "MIF" leading to a
"Coalition Government" with the Communists. NVN hopes, by
that detour, to conquer the RVN by political means, through
& solutlon by which the communist elements constitute a fifth
eolumn inside our administrative machinery and even at the
high level of our Government itself. This, we can never
accept.

If the Communists reduce infiltration altogether with other
aggressive and subversive activities in SVN, the bombing of
NVN can also be reduced in the same proportion. Since the
Jbombing of WNVN is only a defensive measure, it cannot be
stopped until the aggression itself has completely stopoed,

The defensive character of the bombing of NVN needs to be
better understood by public opinion in our country and abroad.

In the past two years, at each bombing pause, the Communisis



took advantage of it to increase their infiltration and
prepare greater assaglts against our installations.

The bombing of NVH constitutes a measure of dissuasion

for BVN to stop its aggression. If the Commmists maintain
their aggressive ambitions, we shall have to increase our
pressure In order to bring peace nearer, and shorten the
sufferings of the entire vietnamese population.

The Communists are fully awere o the effectiveness of osur
response. Therefore, they concentrate all their political
and propazanda efforts to bring pressure on us to stop our
most efficient method of defense. They have, to a certain
extent, succeeded in confusing public opinisn on this issue,
because while the intermnational press focussed their
attention on, and gave full publicity to the isolated cases
in which cur bombings created casualities among the civilian
population, they have not sufficiently brought to public
attention the numerocus cases of brutal murders, assassina-
tions, and shellings committed by the VC against women,
children, the innocent civilian population as well 2s local
officials in the districts. villages and hamlets in SVN.
The question therefore has been often placed in an unbalanced
perspective, creating emotional reaction in the wrong
direction.

In summary, for the RVN the purpose of our present struggle
is simply the defense of our national independence, and
the preservation for our people of the freedom to cioose
their way of life, and their system of Government.

The RVN has made many sacrifices in this.struggle to defend
these ideals, and we are longing-for the reestablishient of
peace, to put an end to the destruction and sufferings, and
ts be able to devote 2ll osur human and natural resources to
the reconstruction and development of this country. But
Peace should be made with honour, aad in conditions vhich
can preserve Freedon. Independfence,aand Democracy, sthervise,
80 many soldiers of this netion and allied countries who
fought to defend these ideals, would have died in vain, and
stability as well as a durable peace in the world would be
seriously jeopardized.



The position of the RVE with reszard to the restoration of
peace has been solemnly stated at the Manila Summit
Conference on October 25, 1955. The RVM vwill maintain
that position vhich can be suimed up in these f£olloving
six points:

1. Communist aggression under all its forms should stop;
2. The territorial integrity of the RVN must be guaranteed;

3. The reunification of Vietnam should be decided by the
free choice of the entire population of Vietnam;

4. The RVN puts into effect the Wational Reconciliation
program, to welcome into the MNatisnal Community-all the
elements of the population, in the framework of the Consti-
tution adopted by the elected represenbatives of the Nabion;

5. The RVN will request allied troops to withdraw from
Vietnam, after the military and subversive units of NVIN
will have stopped their infiltration and aggressive
activities, and withdrawn from SVN;

6. The people of Vietnam require effective international
guarantees for the implementation of the above mentioned
points.

We are fighting for self-defense, and to preserve freedom.
We are anxigus for an early restoration of peace but we
have to be vigilant.

As I have stated in my inauguration speech of October 31,
1067. I shall not overlook any opportunity which may bring
to us peace with honour and freedom, and I have already
actively explored the avenues which may lead to a fruitful
negotiation with the North Vietnamese authorities. I
believe strongly that the war in Vietnam logically should
be discussed, in the first place, among the léaders of
both North and South Vietnam. )

Recently, with regard to the reestablishment of peace in
Vietnam, mention has been made of the convening of an inter-
natisnal conference on the basis of the 1954 Geneva Confer-
ence.



On-this. question, when the convening of an international
conference-appears indicated, in my view it can only
begin after a complete cessation of hostilities; in other
words, together with the cessation of bombing in NVHN,

all aggressive activities of NVN in SVN should be stopped.

As you remember, during the Korean war, the Communists
dragped the negotiations for two years, and killed more.
allied soldiers during the negotiation than before.

In Vietnam, the Communists can in addition take advantage
of the negotiations to increase their infiltrations, and
gtrengthen their guerillas bases, while making pressure
to require our cessation of defensive bombing.

In other respect, concerning the composition of a future
conference on Vietnam, from a logical and realistic stand=-
polnt it seems to me that such a conference should naturally
include only the Governments of the countries closely
involved in the war. In this regard, not only is the nature
of the present war completely different from the war
previously waged by the French in Indochina, but the
countries participating in the two wars are also very
different. I conceive therefore that the countries having
an active role in this war, in particular the countries
vhose sons are fighting in the present conflict, and the
countries participating in the maintenance of peace and
security in this area, are qualified to participate in a
conference on Vietnam. -

Another point which needs to be clarified is the fact that
the 1054 Geneva Agreements were basically only an Armistice
Azreement concluded between the French and the Viet Minh
High Commends, t2 establish the modalities of ceasefire and
regrouping of belligerent forces. There were no legal
clauses With repard to Viebtnamese political problems in the
1954 Geneva Agreements.

The Vietnamese political problems naturally fall within the
sovereign jurisdiction of Vietnam, and normally are to be

. solved by agreements between the leaders of North and South
Vietnam. ‘ :
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Purthermore, the question of guarantees for faithful
implementation of an agreement is also very important.

As it is well known, the Viet Minh violated the 1954

- Geneva Agreements as soon as these Agreements were signed,
by leaving behind them In SV, arms caches and cadres, and
obstructing a large number of our fellow counbrymen In the
North vho chose freedom and wishes to go South.

Another example is the viclation by the Communists of the
1962 Geneva Agreements on Laos, according to which the
Communists were required to withdraw their troops from
Laos. Instead, the Communist NVN troops, mingled with the
Pathet-Laos, con tinue t9 occupy Laotian terrltory, to use
it both as a base for infiltration into SVN, and a military

position to threaten, on a permanent basis, the independence
of Laos, -

Therefore, we showld not assume that an international
conference will necessarily lead to a peace agreement,
Furthermore, on the basis of past experiences, we should
not assume that, once we have a peace agreement, we shall
necessarily have a genuine and durable peace.

Although we have actively explored all means to end the war .
through negotiatisng, but if the Communists are still suubborn
or try to use tricks to lure us', then we should intensify our
pressure to force the Comrmnists to end their aggression soon.
The Communists NVN made no secret of their strategy of attri-
tion, in which-they count on our weariness in this struggle.
They also rely on the fact that, after a period of time, the
Chinese Communists will have a better arsenal of maclear
weapons and missiles, to provide a more powerful support o
their expansion in South-Bast Asia.

Therefore, we should always keep in mind that, to have

peace, a genuine and long lasting peace for Vietnam and South
East Asia, we should make greater efforts and sacrifices in
order to avoid the danger of slavery Tor ourselves and also
for the generations to come.

In the present struggle, the United States is our principal



ally, because the two nations share the same ideals on
freedom and democracy, as well as common aspirations for
a world in vhich frontiers cannot be unilaterally changed
by the force of arms.

The American Government has also recognized that if
commnist expansion is not checked on time, security of
other free natiohs will be sooner or later jeopardized.

The role of the US in VN today is not different from its
role in Burope in the two World Wars. Communist NVN with
the support of communist China, and their aggressive
strategy for conquest based on infiltration, subversion,
sabotage, and terrorism, constitute to South-Fast Asia a
threat no less seriohs than the one posed to the security
of Furope by Nazi Germany during World War II. Likewise,
if the Communists succeed in taking over all of Vietnam,
and expanding over South-East Asia, the balance of power
will be seriously disrupted and will gravely affect the
chance for international security and a durable peace in
the world.

Therefore, the RVN is fully justified in requesting the
assistance and receiving the help of the US and other free-
dom loving countries, in resisting communist aggression.

In their devious propaganda, the Communists naturally try
to picture vs as lacking independence vis-a-vis the US,

This propaganda is not without regrettable effects on inter-
national public opinion.

Conversely, in some friendly countries, & certain number

of people, vithout prior examination has over~dramatized -
the differences, real or imaginary, between the Vietnamese
and American Governments, and seem to expect all the view-
points-and approaches of the Vietnamese Government to be-
alwrays identical to those of the American Govermment. These
expectations are not realistic because they do not conform
to the actual sitwation; furthermore, they are harmful to
our common cause, because the Communists exploit these
manifestations to push their propaganda line, in which they
pretend to be the standard bearers of the "liberation' of
the South. '



In our search for a peaceful solution, although the RVH

has encouraged and requested friendly Governments and even
neubral Governments, to make parallel efforbs with us to
explore the possibility which may lead to peace with honour,
the RVN maintains the position that in all officis). pro-
posals relating to the future of the Vil neople, the Viel-~
namese govermment should have the principal role, stherwise
the prestige of our common cause will be hermed, and we
will give smmunition to communist propageanda.

In fact, as I have mentioned above, the RVN shares the same
ideals and the same basic purposes with the Triendly
countries which are fighting side by side with wus in VI,
However, in the approsches toward the achievement of these
purposes, the emphasis to give to each question may not be:
identical in all circumstences. That is why, in addition

ts the regular diplomatic relations, which are very close

and naturally very friendly between us and the Allied CGovern-
ments, there are Summit Meetings and Meetings at the lLevel

of Foreign Ministers, so thet Allied Govermments can exchange
views, and iron out differences when they exist.

Concerning the question of peace negotiations, the American
Government has pledged, and on January 15, 1968, Secretary
of State Dean Rusk has renewed the pledge, that there could
be no decisions by the American Government on negotiations
without prior full consultations with us. and that the US
upholds the basic principles that the SVI peovle must
determine their own future without external Interference,

Besides, the position of President Johnson on peace negoti-
ations as stated in his San Antonlo speech last Seplember
and his State of the Union Message to the US Congress on .
January 17, 1968, seems to me very realistic in requesting
solid guarantees before the bombing of North Vietnam cowld
stop. - -

In the common efforts to resist communist aggression, unity
is indispensable to final success, and we should be careful
not to fall into the communist stratagem of fostering
division between us and our Allies.

Together with our Allies, we are devoting all our efforts
to achieve a durable peace in freedom and justice, and to



build an international community based on mutual respect,
and friendly cooperation for common security and prosperity.

On this occasion, I would like to express again the heart-
felt gratitude of the Republic of Vietnam for the selfless
assistance of friendly countries at this crucial perisd of
history which will determine the fubure of Vietnam and South’
‘Bast Asia. )

To face the treatherous and stubborn atiitude of the
Commnists,.naturally we ought to put up a continuous Lisht.
and also increase our forces so that an earily vietory can
be attained. In the meantime, our efforts toward peace will
be increasged.

Spurred by the successive vietories in’1967, the Republic of
Vietnam Armed Forces, with a modernization program in
armaments, in equipments, and in logistics, will increase
its activities in a fwo-~pronged program: support for the
pacification program and pursuit of the enemy through the
search and destroy operations. -

. Reginsnal Torees, Popular Forces, Revolutionary Development
Cadres and Combat Youth will be reinforced and with their
efficiency improved, they will play an important role in
holding and controlling the territory gained, and this will
give our Regular Forces a free hand in sweeping off the
enemy regulars. Our Armed Forces will then be able to
replace gradually the Allied Forces.

To keep the soldiers® morale high, the Government will
coordinate the efforts to better the 1ot of the soldiers and
to better the living conditions of the soldiers and their
families. 12,000 houses will be built for married soldiers,
and. at the same time 1,420 other houses will be built in the
Army Community villages in Saigon, Dalat, and Danang. U7
retail stores selling foodstuffs will be created and managed.
by the Army Office of Supply, 20 other Support-Farms will
also be created to supply fresh foods at low price to the
Army units, and to distribute them free to the soldiers.

Besides, the Psy~War activities dealing with the political
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indoctrination, the Army Social Welfare, the campaigns
against. the enemy proselyting efforts will be continued
and developed. Especially the campaign against corruption
will receive an impetus stronger than ever.

The..training program of soldiers will be changed drastically
to Tit the new needs. The National Defense College will ‘
be inaugurated very soon. The training program and the plan
to merge the Popular Forces, the Militia and the RD cadres
into an uvnique Military-Civilian Force will be realized.

Finally, the partial mobilization program will be carried
out to increase the fighting potential of our forces.

With regerd to this subject, I want to explain clearly that
the new mobilization policy is aimed mainly at the
reinforcement and the beefing up of the Armed Forces, but
the new policy will not affect much all other activities

in the country, nor will it perturb other factors of our
Hational Potential. The new policy will be carried out
abgolutely in a striet and.just manner, so that all our
young men can contribute to the struggle against the commu-
nist aggression, and thus will help. bring,an early peace Lo the
country, so that a1l can jein in the Reconstruction and
Building of the Wation. )

The salient points in the mobilization policy are:

- An intelligent and well-coordinated use of the human
resources to beef up the Armed Forces enabling them to face
favorably the Communists in the fields.

~ In the rear, our young men, who still are able to go to -
school, will be allowed to conbtime to study until the day
of their graduation. Then they will relieve those who had
fulfilled their military service to allow the letter to go
back to eivilian 1life.

The war we are fighting is a special kind of war, with special
characters. We have to fight and at the same time we have in .
our hand a reconstruction job. Thus, the forces fighting in
the front should be solid and the forces in the rear should be
in a state of readiness. Besides, the formation of cadres,
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experts, officials in the administrative, economic and
social branches should be continued so that, once peace
is restored, we will have enough talented and efficient
cadres to rebuild the country.

Thus, those students who have heen successful in their work
will be deferred. They will be allowed to continue Lo
study until gradvacion. However, to prepare for a reserve
force to be committed in an emergency, all students will
receive thelr basic preparatory military training while
they are still in schoal.-

This basic preparatory military training is aimed at

giving the students the necessary military skills similar
to that of a soldier trained in a regular Army Training
Center. The, after graduvation, the students will be called
to serve as regervists.

Besides, to allow those who are beyond the age of
conscription to perticivate in the National Defense
efforts, a military training program, a refresher military
course which will be offered to the Civil Servants over

33 years of age. will be considered. The Civil Servants
will be responsible for the security of the agencies where
they work. They will relieve the soldiers assigned there;
this will allow the latber to be transferred to the wmits
fighting in the field.

EVOLUTIGHARY DEVELOPLENT

Due to the contimuing efforts by the svldiers and cadres,

the Revolutionary Development program had made significant
progress. In 1956, and the six first months of 1957, we have
succeeded ing

- tre building of 787 Mew Life Hamlets ahd recuverating
OTT7.77h pebple under our combrol;

- the reinforcement of BUS New Life Hamlets previsusly set
up, involwving over a wmillion people;

- the development of 2,235 dlready pacified New Life Hamlets,
involving osver 5 willions peonle.

- 16 -~



hus, the number of the vopulation under the contyrol of
the Government has inereased to almost 10 millicns (as a,
matter of fact, the figure is 9,827,08h4), including ovef
2 millions living in the Canital,. The total ratio of the
controlled population is 70%.

ifithin the Revolutlonary Development program, about 15
millions seedlings of all sorts, and 13 million fishing
devices were distributed to the population and 2,115 ‘class-
rooms (with 3,322 teachers recruited) were opened in the
hamlets.

Thig year, our efforts will be directed itowdrds the
substantial increase of the controlled area, byuvthe build-
ing of New Life Hamlets, Pacification Hamlets, and by the
reinforcement of the completed New Life Hamlets to prevent
them from slipping back into the hands of the enemy. At
the same time, for each province, we will fix & long-range
program for at least 3 yeers whose aim is directed at the
long sought security snd the Newr Life-Development. B

We will train more cadres and recruit many other Military-
.Civilian units, to serve in the building program of 2,400
other Hamlets involving another 2 million people.

The primary education program and the campaign against
illiteracy in the rural areas will be strengthened with
provisions for 2,700 classrooms (and 3500 teachers) and
890 classes to teach oldsters how to write and read.

The Public Health program in the hamlets will call, for the
creation of 198 maternity wards and the recruitment of
needed personnel.

The Government will increase efforts to provide better
facilitie$ such as the construction of 500km of new roads,
the repair of 200 other kilometers, the construction of 150
ferry landings, 42 market-places, the dredging of 120km

of canals and the construction of 92 dams, dikes, culverts
and irrigation chamnels to reinforce the hydraulic facili-
ties serving an area covering some 200.000 acres.
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To implement expeditiously and efficiently the above
program, a National Congress for Revolutionary Develop-
ment will be convened to set the proper and efficient
measures for each area.

OPEN ARMS :

The Government is concentrating its efforts in the develop-
ment of the National Cause so as to offer those who are ’
still with the Communists.a honorably way out.

The brilliant successes of the Open Arms program depleted
the enemy forces as well as their morale.

Curren %ly, 75,000 veople had left the ranks and file of
the Communists to return to the Nation Cause. With U7
Open-Arms Centers in the whole territory and a Central
Oven-Arm Center in Saigon, we still need many other centers
to receive the reburnees whose number grows larger and
larger.

6h,000 out of 75,000 returnees were given a chance to go
back to normal civilian 1ife., More Bhan 1,700 families
now live in Open=-Arm villages. 16 returnees were successs
Tul in the popular hamlebt and village elections. 3,000
others nov serve in- the Government agencies, and some have
been chosen to hold high and 'important offices., 3,000
have volunteered to serve in the Armed Propaganda Units.

In 1067, W7 Armed Propaganda Companiés have successfully
talked 3,000 Communists out of their units and killed 808
V.C., and captured 98 others and an important number of arms
and ammunition. :

To dampen the above governmental successes, the Communists
had, on one hand, found all necessary proselyting measures
to keep a tight control of their scldiers and cadres, and
on the other hand, made many efforts to terrorize the Open-
Arms cadres and the returnees. During the last year, 131
Open-Arms cadres and returnees were murdered by the V.C.

To face the subversive efforts of the Communists, the Open-



Arms program, planned for 1967, will be developed.

22 Armed Propaganda Companies will be formed, and 10 of
them will be trained and committed in the first few months.
These companies, along with the available cadres, will
push the national Open Arms efforts, in trying to rally
the V.C. cadres and soldiers to quit their ranks and files.

With the current development, the number of returnees
anticipated for 1968 will reach 45,000 (27,000 in 1967).
Ts cope with the -needs, 118 temporary camps will be built .
all over the country. ‘

With 100 instructors recently trained, the Goverament will
start other training sessions and standardize the training
program and revise the published materials.

50 returnees villages are being built and 8 others will be
constructed. Self-help projects and cooperatives will: be
avproved for the existing villages. Vacational Training
Centers will be built snd at the same time the Government
Agencies and the Army increase their efforts in the recruit-
ment and the use of the returnees. Besldes, some of them
are sent to receive training in the Training Centers managed
by the Ministry of Labor and the Ministry of Education, and
they will surely find a suitable job which fits their
capability and desire. s

As a special measure, the Government will orient the
reconeiled POW'S into returnees and will prepare & bill
which will define the constitutional rights »f the returnees.

FOREIGN AFTAIRS

_In Foreign Affairs, we have to face a.difficult situation,
but we have pulied &ll our efforts to cope with the needs
of the Country.

At the present time; we have 19 Embassies in 37 countries,

8 General Consulates, one United Nations observer and one
Representative at the International Specialized Organizations
in Geneva.
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Within the Ministry, there is a progressive reform
program leading to a better organization and to-an effi-
cient activity. Last year, a Praining Center in Foreign
Affairs was created to train the Ministry s offidals.

The personnel will be increased. The length of thelr ducy
tour abroad and the length of their stay at the Ministry
will be rewised so that the Forelgn Ministry s officials
will get to know better the situation in the country and
abroad.

Nevertheless, the above efforts could not fill the current
needs. As a matter of fact, the Ministry now lacks an
adeguate budget and a sufficient number of personnel to
open other services and enlarge its sphere of activities.

First of all, is the overseas information. This activity
includes the effort to make known the National Cause and

to expose the gggression scheme of the Comminists. Then,

the next effort is aimed at working with the friendly govern-~
ments urging them to increase their aid to Vietnam, and
finally the last effort conslsts of helping the Vietnamese
living or travelling abroad.

To attain the above objectives, the Government will install
a few other Embassies in South America and Africa and will
try to peestablish diplomatic-relations with Indonesia.

The guestion »f cumulative representation of many countries
by one Ambassador, especially in Africa, will be revised.
The Govermment will organize roving diplomatic missions in
Europe, in America, especially in South America and in
Africa. The information bulletin about the Government pslicy
sent to the Embassies will be upgraded. The persomnel will
be increased to £it the needs of the Ministry. Some 20
Attaches will be recruited this year.

We have just reviewed the problems dealing directly with
the War and the Restoration of Peace.

But, the problems we have to face these days do not consist

only of the pure military problems. We still have enother
problem: the Nation Building.: ) : :



| .

Thus, along with the military efforts, the Nati. 1

Policy also aims at the building of Democracy arn * e
installation of Social Reforms. The above three p.ints are
what I consider as guidelines.

The building of Democracy is directed at the creation of
the organisms prescribed by the Constitutisn in a record
time and the creation of a favorable atmosphere for the
development of political activities,

The rights and responsibilities of the citizens will be
carefully explained, propagated, so the population can
exercise their rights and defend their interests properly.
At the same time, the administrative reforms rill be
implemented so that the administrative machine will be a
smooth operating machine. designed to serve efficiently the
public.

Finally, the Government will reserve the rights fully
deserved and the opportunities for the ethnic minorities
to participate in the bullding of the Nation, in a real
democratic atmosphere.

With the creation of the Second Republic and with the
regular, solid, and well planned creation of the various
institutions set forth by the Constitution, we have already
taken a first sbep forward, we have bullt a solid base fobr
the Nation-~building.

The building of a democerabtic regime in sur country is at
the beginning stage. The framework is completed, but a
real democratic regime cannot be fulfilled by its bare
framework. Demoecracy consists of complicated political
activities of many facets.

Thus, the creatlon of siich a regime requires a 1ong perisd

of time, possibly a couple of decades; it demands fundamental
changes in the organization, the basic laws-as in the political
and social customs. .

As stated above, on the long road Por the building of
democracy, we have just completed the framework. The basic



inskitutisns for the Executive and Legislative b"anches
were installed recently. The Legislative branch, the
Inspectorate, and other Consultative Committees are not

yet created, but they are all planned for in the Consti-
tution. We need some tTime to prepare and promulzate the
basic organizational documents, as well as the organization
of the afore mentioned organisms. We shall strive to cut
short the lead time as much as possible, so that the
activities in the Nation can be regulated.

The relations between the Executive and Legislative branches
are at an experimental stage. Both branches were created
recently and the relationship betswieen them was ndt well
developed, but through some recent contacts and through this
Joint; Session of the Wational Assembly, I certainly feel
that e have made a wvery good starc.

T5 help building up the Second Republic, we will have to
think about revising, redefining and amending the Codes.

The btask is complicated, and its accomplishment will surely
be considered as a brilliant record for the Legislative
term of office.

With rerard 5 the mass activities, I am glad to recognize

that the activities of the mass have well developed, since

the 1663 Revolution, and reached a high degree in the large
cities and especially in Saigon.

Under the Diem Regime, the political activities were
prohibited, and nowadays a certain number of them have
emerged officially and some unofficially. There are numer-
ous organizations, political, social, professional, cultural
as well as religious, which are now active. ’

They used to operate underground, and nov they emerge in
public. Thus, at the beginning, their activities were either
very cautlous, or very excessive, later, through their experi-
ences and their potential for development I firmly believe
that the groups and mass activities will be better and pro-
gressively organized.
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In 1964, a couple of months after the Revolution, we had
a new tide of organizations emerging rapidly, with a
proclamation, program of actions and so forth. They all
asked for official recognition and their development and
activities were not coordinated.

Their activities simmered down. The inefficient osrgani-
zations were eliminated, the profiteering organizations
died out. Those with a solid and sound organization
recovered and reorganized their ranks and files, revised
their program and activities accordingly.

The smooth transition period was very fruitful, and I
certainly think it is not only good but also necessary.
Surely after a tumultusus development, there should be a
calm period for reorganization. Those which are good and
efficient will emerge; these vhich are not, will be rejected.

During the past few years, I believe that the political
groups have enough time 1o reaffirm their ranks and files;
they should be able to regroup to form larger political
parties deeply rooted in the population, well organized so
that they can subsist through the politicial turmoils €2
develop themselves and to contribute efficiently to the
develooment of the Country.

Cur Country needs the presence of strong, coherent political
parties. Our regime is & democracy. Cur Constitution
approves and encourages a two-party system. If both the
Government and the Opposition are not backed by the afore-
mentioned parties, we cammot build a regime, as stipudidted
by the Constitution.

Today, the strong political particés needed to back the
Government and the Opposition are not available, but I
believe they will be formed right within your ranks,
distinguished Senators and Representatives, many of you
under the banner of some organizations, some groupns, have
been elected. TFrom your unofficial and often secret activi-
ties, to your official and public activities 'in the Assembly,
as well as other form of oublic activities, you have covered
a long way.
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I believe the parties and groups will fulfill their duties
in this new period of our History.

In the judiciary field, and independent justice was insti-
tuted with the purpose of modernizing and unifying the law,
Since 1966, the Law Study Committee has undertaken the study
of appropriate measures to reform the national laws and
organize the judiciary organs. In this connection, meny
tribunals were reorganized and established.

However, we must admit that during the last few years our
laws were not upheld and respected. In order to overcome
this difficult situation and to restore the national dis--
cipline, the Ministry of Justife will implement and appropri-
ate program and urgent actions.

Consequently, the Ministry's activities will be carried out
to support efificiently the establishment of an upright and
impartial justice.

To reach the objective of unifying and modernizing the law,
the Ministry will give priority to the drafting of the laws
pertaining to the organization of constitutional institutions,
the Ministry will concurrently amend the 5 following codes:
The Civil Code, the Civil Procedures Code, the Penal Code,
the Criminal Procedures Code, add the Commercial Code.

The Jjudiciary machinery will at the same time be reorganized
g0 as Lo adapt to the establishment of the Supreme Court.

The competence of a certain number of tribunals will be
extended, and a certain number of Justices of Peace will also
be established in such a manner that each district can have
one.

Lastly and also most importantly, the Ministry will focus
all efforts on heightening the people's sense of respect

of the law, therefore, the mobile courts will gradually be
brought to the population, from the districts to the villages
and new-life hamlets, concurrently with the dissemination of
common laws among the masses,

A few urgent actions will be accomplished before July 1968B.
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Along with a drafting of' the laws concerning the organi-
zatlion of the constitutional institutions such as the
Supreme Court, the Council of Magistrastes, the Status of
the Presiding Judges, the Status of the Prosecuting Judges,
the 3 following Codées will be completed: +the Civil Cade,
the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedures Code.

In the field of administration, the administrative reform
has often been mentioned because we conceive it as a
pressing need to put an end %o the evil habits in which
the people are the viectims. People often do mot hesltate
to accuse the administrative machinery of hindering the
progress of the Nation, -and they regard the civil serﬂants
as people who fulfill their tasks superf1c1ally and who
specialize in embezzling public funds.

Such an observation, even if it is partly correct, is only
a hasty and inadequate one. I believe that the adminis-
trative machinery is, in the final analysis, a ool for
the Government to use in the impleméntatiqn of its policy.

The good or bad resulis thus obtained depend not only on
whether the tool is sharp or not, but also on whether the
man who handles the tool has a conerete policy or nob and
knows how to handle it. .

In saying sa I do not mean that we do not need to raise the
problem of improving the administrative machinery. An
unskilled worker cannot produce anjthlng even if he has a
delicate tool. Conversely, a clever worker with an 21d
and primifive to0ol cannst do better.

The need for en af@ministrative reform reguires us to
possess a sherp tool; however, we inherited an antiguated
administrative system from the past regimes, and which was
adversely affected by many political turmoils, social
instability and economic difficulties.

T do not think that tliese Burmoils, instability and
difficulties have caused. the administrative machinery 4o
be irremediavly useless. In the past yeers, the adminis-

- trative machinery s considerably contributed to the build-

ing of the nation and recently to the setting of the Democratic
foundation for the era of the second Republic.
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Homever, if we objeckively analyze the situation, we

must realize that, -at the centrsl as well “as the local
level, the administrative system is still cumbersome,
complex and glow, lacks coordination, and still suifers
from corrppt practices, injustice and bribery; in short
i{ has not met the réquirements of a nation which wants to
free itself from the state of under-development.

In the field of local administration, in other words, at
the level closest to the people, a dertain number of
administrative documents whose legal validity is in doubt
hasﬂalstorued the concept of separation and decentrallza-
tisdn of power of the local admindstration, such as what
eoncerns the authority and jurisdiction of tne Government
Delegates, the role and uhe position of the. Province Chiefs
vis-a-vis the central aovernment as well.as the various
ministerial a~enc1es 1n-the orovinces,

The delienation of authority between tne‘prov1nce chief
and his Deputy, between the District chief and his Deputy,
has not been clarified and unified.

With regard to persomnel, we must frankly admit that we

lack & rational prograa to train and utilize the cadres,

a sound persomnel rotation plan, -a clear-cut and just reward
and punishment policy. )

Art. 70 of the Constitubion stipulates that a law will
determine the organization and the operation of the local
administration. We should not wait until the promulgation
of this law before we start functioning because the
circumstances do not permit us to do so. Ve must concelive
the administrative reform as a continuous proaess made up
of many stages. Moreover, article 1tk of the Comstitution
concerning the assignment of the province chiefs during the
Tirst presidential term of ‘the Republic does not allow us
to prescribed now & permanent administrative formula to be
applied later.

Cur problem is to-seek a formula to improve the adminis-
trative machirery, which enables us to implement efficiently
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the policy of the central Govern ment in accordance with p
the main trend of the Constituent Assembly in order to
prepare for the future. This is clearly mentioned in Art.
70 of the Constitubtion vhich reads: '"The principle of

1ocal separation of power is recognized for lezal regional
entities: wvillages, provinces, cities, and the Capitel.”
Thus, according %o the Constitution, the power-decentraliza-
tion tendency prevails over the porer -centralization
tendency, as illustrated by the provision for the election
of prefects and mayvors, and starting from 1971, the election
of province chiefs. —

People have often eriticized Ordinance No. 57-a, dated
Oct. 2, 1966 fixing the orgenization of the Tocdl admin-
istration as a ddcument which is unrealistic and.which

is inconsistent witn the country's requirements.

I think that what should be criticized is not the Ordinance
57-a itself, but the incorrect way of implementing it.
Ordinsnce 57-a has prescribed andappreciably Tlexible
formula for organizing the eduinistrative ‘wechinery which,
not only is consistent with the local power decentrali-
zation principle, but also broadly harmonized with this
principle.

Within the tewphrary framework of this legal docuuwent, the
reform of the administrative system will be simultangously
conducted in two domains: organization and pergsomnel.
Although they seem to be different, these two domains are
in fact closely related.

With regard to Organization:

gt

‘At the Central Level - Central- agenc1es such as: the

Ministry of Interior, the Directorate General of C¥v1l
Services, the Directorate General df the Budget, the
Hatiopal Institute of Adninistration, and others should
eopordinate their activities within the scope of a Committee
for Administrative Improvement. The composition..and™ .
Jurlsdlctlon of this Committee willibe properly determined
that the Committee is fully able to Fulfill its tasks,
whlch is %o work out plans, carry but “Governuent p91101es,
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promote civil servants, ete..., the purpese is therefore
aimed at avoiding the old path of previons Interministerial
Committees which were considered as a graveyeard for count--
less fine projects which were never completed.

-~ At the Delegatés of the Central Government Level

I advocate a readjustment in the authority of all Delegates
,of the Central Government which are to be considered as
power-separation agencies of the Central Level., I also
advocate a revision in the jurisdiction and competence of
the Government Delegates so that the inspection and super-
vigion program can be more rational and effective.

-~ At the Prefectural, Mwiicipal and Provincial. Level

I conceive that this level is the basic support of the local
administration. The constitutional prineiple of a loecal
separation of power will be enforced especially at this
level: increasing power and means to the prefects, provinces
chiefs and mayors, at the same time, the conbtrol of Central
Government upon these levels should parallely be increased.

In order to make this level become the real delegate of the
Central Govermment, it is needed to determine clearly and
rationally the relationship between prefects, province chiefs,
Mayors and the Central Government, as well as other local
bureaus and offices, the role of the Ministry of Interior vis-
a-~vis other Ministries, and the competence of these Minis-
tries toward the local bureaus and offices. Moreover, it

is necessary to clearly define the authorifpy and responsi-
bilities of prefects, province chiefs, mayors, deputy
prefects, deputy province chiefs, and deputy .mayors.

- At the District Level

It is necessary to define the powers of the district chiefs,
and deputy district chiefs, so that they can correctly
fulfill their role and tasks assigned by the province chiefs
and exercise thelr supervision over the cadres at the village
and hamlet levels.
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- At the Village Level

It is necessary to continue the reorganization program of
the village administration which has already started last
year. The purpose is aimed at realizing effectively the
traditional autonomy of the villeges. It is also neces-
sary to readjust the administration at the villages
situated nearby the city in order to satisfy the needs of
thelr people and to help them to catch up with the develop-
ment at the city.

With regard to Personnel

- FPorming and Training Civil Servants

There will be s long-term program of forming and training
civil servants effectively in quality as well as guantiby.
This program will be carried at all levels: central,
provincial, as well as for all ranks and all branches.

Training courses and seminars will be opened for civil
servants to have opportunities ©o exchange their experiences
and -to improve their efficiency thus making the adminis-
trative machinery operate smoothly and efficiently.

~ Uging the right man at thé right place

Eliminate the .cliquish and biased spirit in the. appointment
of. chiefs. AllL appointments and transfers should be based
upon cualifications and virtues. Eliminete also corruption
and bribery.

Exercise a just revard and punishment policy through an
impartizl and effective inspection system in order to create
a firm belief among civil servants and enhancing the competi-
tion efforts to serve people.

« Helping Civil Servants

In the Tace of a hike in prices, the Coverpment will s
all weans to help civil servants through the following
providing needed goods. sellinz houses on the basis of
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installments, and so forth. In the above mentioned
administration reformation, a great number of problems
will be solved in the first six months of 1968,

On the Ethnic Development Field

The democratic spirit has been manifested through the
promulgation of a separate administrative system for ethnic
peoples and the estahlishment of ¥ courts applying the
traditions of the Montagnards and the Decree-law on the
citizenship and landownership of the ethnic peoples. In
addition, another program will be realized aiming at
providing favorable.conditions for the Minorities to
develop in the cultural, social and economic fields.

Especially, in the first six months of 1968, the establish-
ment of the Ethnic Council will be carried on at the same
time with the census of ethnic peoples and establishment

of Ethnic Development Bureau at Phuoc Tuy and Chau Doc
provinces, Meanwhile, the Government will call upon the
dissident Minorities to return to cooperate with the Govern-
ment, and there will be a proposal Decree related o land
survey and the training of ethnié compatriots for this work.

On the cultural and social aspects, the ethnic language
texts books of the elementary level will be printed, along
with the building of boarding schoosls and boarding houses.
To protect and improve the lives of:the ethnie groups in
their villages, the Ministry of Ethnic Development will
cooperate with the Ministry of Defense in reorganizing the
training apd use of the military forces, including ethnic
youths on the Highlands.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have just reviewed the problems of ending the war and
building Democracy.

They are only necessary, but not sufficient, steps to attain

the final pbjective, that is a New, Just and Progressive
Society.
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In the task-of reforming the society, the Government will
‘try to create equal opportunities for every citizen so that
he may benefit from the progress of mankind, promobte his
ability and personality and contribute efficiently in the
general development.’

/' - -
But under the present conditions of the society, the
majority of the people are leading an unstable life, deprived
of comfort and lacking education; they should be particularly
assisted. For this reason, in the soeial and economic field,
thé main objective of the Government is the welfare policy.

In the economic field, the Government will mobilize every
effort to achieve an economy based on mass capitalism.
Favorable opportunities must be given to the tiller without
land, the unskilled worker, the soldier, the junior civil
servant in order for them to gradually reach a prosperous
life with sufficient savings to assure their future.

The realization of this economy of mass capitalism should

not be viewed as a mere subsidy of the Government but as

a material aid to help the citizens themselves better their
lives. To realize mass capitalism is to help the lower class
of the society acquire property, organize the direct parti-
cipation of the majority of the people in the economic life,
harmonize the individual right of free enterprise with the

- interest of the community. Nevertheless, %o achieve mass
capitalism, we must first stabilize the prices and develop
the Nation's economy. In this task, the Government will
utilize all the resources and potentialities of the-country
instead of relying totally on the valuable help of friendly
Nations. The Vietnamese should play a major role in the
stabilization and development of the Vietnamese economy.

For this reason, the Government will ask the whole popu-
lation and adequate contribution in: the above effort. And
at the same time, to avoid any waste, we should fully utilize
all the Nation's resources so as to have the maximum
efficiency.

=

In the field of Education, the policy of the Republic of
Vietnam is to realize vractical education for Tthe mass.

- 3L~



This educational system does not privilege any class of
citizens; instead, it aims at the majority of the people.
In this spirit, the Govermment will try to create equal
opportunities for every cltizen to have at least 2 basic
education., For this reason, the Government will enforce
compulsory and free education for the children through
elementary schoosls, and at the same time, develop the
popular education to eradicate illiteracy and increase the
general knowledge of the people. Education for adult
people should also be considered, in order for them to
have the opportunity jo further their study and advance in
their profession.

Besides, in order to meet the requirements of tThe country
on the road of progress, the national education should be
practical, To achieve this goal, the Government will
promote community~oriented schools to enable students to
adapt themselves to the community and to better serve their
region later,

Our next objective is to opt for vocational rather than
academic education. We should view educaticn as a giant
investment. TIn this context, the education should meet the
demands of the society and the Nation's economy. Conse-
guently, in addition to the basic knowledge, our education
should give the youngsters professional skills right at the
secondary level so that upon graduvation they can fully
utilize their knowledge to serveé the nation more efficiently.

- In the field of Culture, the policy of the Government
is to assist activities aiming at the promotion of national
culture; and the Government will censor films, theater plays
and novels which violate the nationel morals and customs.

In the field of Social Activities, the government's policy
is to intensify the relief and welfare pregram, especially
for the refugees, war victims.., to help and develop the
charity agencies 4o enable them to operate more efficiently.
However, our most pressing need is to eradicate our socilal
plagues, to bulld a healthy society and lastly to create a
social security system as provided by the Constitution.
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In the field of Health, we need t9 develop public health,
particularly public hygien and preventive medicine to
protect the veople's health. Medical treatment shouwld also
be intensified so that even the remote areas can also
benefit.

In the field of Youth, the Government vill try to build

a strong and healthy young generation dedicated to the
Wation. The physical education and sport programs, the
youth-gerving-nation movenents vill be strongly promoted,
and the Government will give basic military training to the
young people to prepare for their future civic obligations.

Lastly, with regard to the Labor Class, the policy of the
Govermment is to assist them, help them acquire property, -
create equal opportunities for them to advance in their
prifession, and establish compulsory insurance to assure
their safety.

Begides, the Government must also create mutual under-
standing between the employers and the employees, and try
to reconcile the interests of both parties in order to
avold resrettable conflicts.

Within the framevork of the policy I have just outlined,
e must review the economic situation in order %o clearly
draw andappropriate program of action.

The presenf economic situation stems from the past years
continuing events caused by the communist eggression. Our
resulting military efforts together with the presence of
large numbers of Allied Forces have tilted the natiomal
balance of supply and demand.

The strong measures taken by the Government in the middle of
1966 have gradually stabilized the ecomomic situation. In
the past year, the inecrease of the consumer price index in
Saigon was 31%, compared with 62% in 1966 and 35% in 1965,
due mainly to the price increase of locally produced foods
and the difficulty in transport caused by communist sabotage.
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The abundant 1mport of commodities during 1967 has been

one of the most dec151ve Tactors contributing to the price
stabilization. This volume of imported goods has permitted
-the absorption of a large part of the purchasing pover,
consequently, the money'supply has decreased to 28% during
1967, compared with 37% dwring 1966 and Tu% during 1965.

The export sector, on the contrary, sharphy decreased.
Export of rice was completely suspended, and simultaneously
the value of 1967 rubber export has decreased by 50%,
compared with 1966. In agriculture, the war-has created
many difficulties in the implementation of the Govermment's
programs. In the past three years, more than a million
people were forced to abandon their lands and seek refuge in
resettlement centers and new life hambets. Consequently,
up to the end of 1957, there was a decrease of 300.00C ha.
in the rice growing areas. In the period from 1964 to 1966,
the rige praoduction has decreased by 17%, and Vietnam has
had to import more than 700,000 metric tons of rice in 1967.

However, despite the reduction in the size of cultivated
areas, thanks to relentless efforts of the Government to
induce the farmers into increasing their production by
providing them with fertilizers, farm machinery, newv seeds,
..., tha 1967-68 érop is estimated to increase by 3% over
the 1966-67 crop.

In order to-provide farmers wvith opefating funds, the
Agricultural Development Bank has loaned more than 1.5
billion piasters to 100.000 farmers, up %o the end of 1967.

In the field of land reform, progress was not satisfactory.
Out of a total of over .1,000,000 hectaresof various lands
to be distributed, only 270,000 hectares have actually been
distributed to the peasants, which is only 23%. Espvecially
cut of a total over 200,000 hectares of land bought from
French, only 4,000 have been distributed, that is less than
2% of the total.

Industry and craft have obtained more encouraging results
than Agriculture. The wvolume of manufactured gooads has
increased by 40% from 196h to 19567. This is in part due to
the condderably growing investments. In 1957, 43 enterprises
with a total capital of 7, 1 billion piasters were granted
investment privileges, compared with 2k firms with a total
investment of 0.9 billion in 1966, an increase of more than
7 times in one year.
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In the field of Public Works and Communications, the

was has caused a great number of people to leave the
countryside and to resettle in the cities, thus creating
many unsolvable problems such as housing, roads, water,
electricity and other public facilities. The supply of
the Capital and the cities encountered many difficuliies
due to the sabotaze of the roads., The air transport sector
therefore had to develop rapidly. )

In the context of the war, the economic development although
heavily hindered had shown many signs of progress in the
past years. Economic aid from more than 40 nations of the
Free Vorld has greatly helped us in building our Nation.
From 1964 to 1967, total aid was estimated at 1,829 million
US dollars, of which 1,778 were from the United States.

This valuable aid coupled with the efforts of our people
have brought to our real gross national product an increase
of 11% from 196h to 1966, and possibly an increase of 'if

in 1957. The living standard of the Vietnamese people, in
general, though not high, is comparable to that of other
underdeveloved countries in South Bast-Asia.

The actual annual per capita income is estimated at
15,500 piasters (130 US Dollars).

In a society perturbed by war, the distribution of income
is indeed not equitable. Phe majority of the people living
‘on agrieulture in the countryside, has suffered many preju-
dices on account of communist sabotage, while a minority
pertaining to the service producing sector in cities and
towns enjoyed prosperity. This has brought about a clear-
cut disparity between the affluent 1life in the c¢ity and the
austere 1life in the rural areas.

However, the war cannot last indefinitely. The Goverrment
not only is actively implementing @ program to revive the
agricultural sector but also is currently setting up long

" range development progbams. Inm that -connection, the Post-
war Planning Group created in Febraury of 1967 has
recommended to the Government preliminary programs to
develop the National Economy and to stabilize the Society
in the postwar years.

Though the results obidined during last year have been

encouraging, the Government foresees a difficult economic
"situation for 1968. )
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According to our preliminary estimates, the inflationary
gep for 1968 will be about 27 billion piasters, increasing-
by 50%, compared with last year. Thus, after being
‘temporarily curbed, the inflation will continue its growing
trend this year.

In brief, the actual economy still faces many problems
created by the war and the state of underdevelopment, but

we will be able to overceme them If we understand the
problem clearly and are determined to accept the required
discipline to mobilize and fully use all the nation's
potentialities. Only then, can we hope to stop the infla-
tion which is ruiming our nation's financial resources, and
to soon bring our national economy out of ite state of under-
development.

In order to cope with the economic problems listed -above,
the Government's program of action in 1968 will be aimed
at regulariging the supply., controlling the inflation
pressure to preserve the people’s living standard, and
concurrently realize the required investments to set up the
foundation for the postwar economic development.

In this program, the Ministry of Economy will allow to
import all kinds of goods withoubt restriction in order to
meet the demand, increase its control to stop all pro-
fiteering, regularize the trade between the rursl areas and
the cities and update the distribution of the staple products.
Besides, long-range industrial planning will be carried out
glong with the guidance of the existing investment projects;
priority Is for industries which support the agriculture or
which utilize the resources.available in the country.
Priority will be given in the first six months of this year
for the completion of the following urgent tasks:

~ simplify regulations and procedures of the import
operations and profession;

- complete the census system of staple products in stock
and regulate to economic information;

- abolish the unnecessary economic control checkpoints so
as to speed the flow of .goods;
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- perfect the Cooperatives laws, and reform the manage-
ment of cooperatives;

-" review the operation of the General Supply Office;-
- establishment the investument policy;

- coordinate the manazement of governmental and mixed
companies;

- complete .the sale to the private sector of the following
—governmental companies stocks, with priority given to their
‘personnel: ’

- Vietnam Sugar Company;
Vietnam Textile Company (SICOVINA);
- Companies seized by the Govermment.

1

The Ministry of Agriculture will push ashead the food
production with its program to increase the cultivated oreas
and the productivity, to provide agricultural inpubs, to
simplify investment ond credit procedures, to assure the
revenue for the farmers. As for the lend refSrm progranm,
the Ministry will continne to distribute all the lands which
remain to-be distributed, such as expropriated lands, lands
acquired from the French owmers, Government owned lands,

and lands of the Lands Development Centers.

Io begin the above program., priority will be glven to the
realization of the following tasks for the first six months

of 1968

- plant 40,000 hectares with "Miracle Rice", a new seed
which has an average yield 3 times the yield of ordinary
seeds;

- import 330,000 metric tons of fertilizers, and 60,000
metric tons of corn for animal husbandry:

- produce 11 million vaccines to prevent and cure animal
diseases; ’

- reform the role of the Agricultural Development. Bank €o
help the tenants increase thelr productivity;
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~ undertake immediately the tasks fixed by the

National Seminar on Land Reform of Jamuary 18th, 1968;
especially distribute all the remaining exproprlated 1ands,
to write up decrees~for distribution of 30,000 hectares

of exproprlated lands, to distribute the lands being culti-
vated by the refugees, and to distribute L4OJ of the total
lands. bought from the French.

in 1968 the Ministry of Public Works will implement a
program to modernize and repair roads and bridges, to
 reinforce the My Thuan ferry, to reequip the zones which
lack public facilities, build low-cost- houses, increase the
water and electricity'supply to the people in the cities,
carry ouwt the rural electrification program and particu-
larly continme the work on the My-Thuan bridge project.

The follow1ng urgent tHasks w1ll be completed by the end
of July 1968:

- modernize 20km. of roads in the Gia Dinh chief town;

- complete the construction of the Binh Dien bridge, and
4 other bridges on NR No. 1 near Cam Ranh;

- increase the power production in the Capital: of Saigon
and in Chuong Thien, Long Khanh, Phuoc Le, Binh Tuy provinces
and supply power to {the Bien Hoa industrial zone;

- install water-plants in Phuoc Le and Truc Giang provinces
and water supply system in the Lth and 8th precincts of
Saigon; - ‘

- equip the gé;p wells at Vung Tau and Baos Loc .to increase
the drinkEng water supply;

- -repair and maintain the Long Xuyen airport;

-~ build a civilian sector for Pleiku airport and a ware-
house for Tan son Nhut airport. -

The .Ministry of Communication and Transportation will
-implement the following program for 1968:
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- carry out the training program for all the people to
use highways and respect the traffic code;

-~ increase public transportation facilities;

- reinforce and modernize the civil avddtion installa-
tion, meteorological centers, reorganize postal delivery
system, telephone network.

The emergency program o the Ministry of Communication and
Transportation for the first six months of 1968 is the
following:

- satisfy 100% of the requirements for air transportatlon,
with regard to existing flights;

- inaugurate the flight between Saigon and Ba Xuyen;

~ dstabligh 3 additional postal stations, 20km. of
telephone cable, distribute 7,000 telephone numbers to the
population,

In 1968, the Ministry of Finance will increase its efforts

to fight inflation by fully collecting all the existing
taxes, increasing the revemues of the administrative agencies,
and concurrently will encourage the people to cut their
spendings and ingrease their saving.

"In the first six months of 1968, the Minlstry of Finance
will carry out the following urgent tasks:

~ amend the Iaws pertaining to Custods, income tax, business
license tax, and registration tax;

- determine the status of ¥oreign PX, clubs and foreign
contractors operating in Vietnam;

- control the real estate tax, income tax, traffic tax,
and super-rent tax;

- put an end to the sale of smuggled goods and collect the
major back taxes;

- improve accounting and financial management of the public
and mixed companies;
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- increase inferest rate in order to encourage the
savings deposited at the various hanxs and treasury branches;

- establish the procedure for selling to vrivate interests
the stocks of the public and mixed cowmpanies.

In the area »f Culture and Education, the activities have
not yet 2tvained the desirable standard. The shortaze of
teachers of schools and eguipment still creates diffi-
culties, meanvhile the munber of students increases
constantly every year.

In higher education, every university teacher has to look
alfter two hundred students, compered to ten oF twenty
students in the other modern countries.

The governmental high schiools can accommoadate th,OOO
students, a very small number amons the present estimated
o million elewmentary school boys and girls,

At the elementary level, only the supply of 30,000 more
classrooms and 35,000 moxe teachers can Pulfill the demand
of nearly 3 million school age.-children. .

While the nation needs & great mumber of technicians, the
technical and vocational. sehool only occuples a very modest
position. )

Another great weakness roots from the lack of orgenization
and zuidance in school children and students' activities.

‘In order to imorove the above situation, the HMinistry of
Education in 1968 will concentrate its efforts in develop-
ing and building more schools, in training urgently more
teachers in order to fulfill the requirement of the 1968-1969
schiool year. The 1608 program of the Ministry of Education
also consists in transferring a great number of universities .
out of the Capital, in building andexperimental farm for the
agrienltural educational branch, in creating 4 new technical
schoosls to increase the present techniecal students from
11.000 to 15,000. Obher tescher's schools as well asg
secondary and elemenbtary schools and class-rooms will bé
built and completed. ’
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As for the activities from now until the end of July
1968, the urgent following tasks will be carried out:

- A large site in Thu Duc will be purchased for the
Construction of new buildings for the University'of Saigon,

- Major repalrs and up-graded malntenance Ulll be effected
in the University of Hue.

- TWew buildings will be completed at the Unlver31ty of
Can Tho,

- An-experimental farm .for the dgricultural educational
branch will be built at the Thu Duc Campus.

- The noon-classes in the congested districts of the
Capital such as Ban Co, Phan dinh Phung, Tran hung Dao,
.will be muppressed.

- 219 classrooms for the refugee children as well as a
great number of classrooms nov in different New Life Hamlets
will be completed.

- A special training course for 500 junior high school -teachers
will be organized.

In the field of Youth, besides the school children and young
students, the reminder is not without importance. These
youngsters lead a very individual life, having no guidance,
no constructive activities. That 1s the reason why- the
Directorate of Youth is greatly concerned about channelling
the energies of young people into constructive nation build-
ing activities and instituting a program of developing
competitive athletic leagwes in order to turn out a young,
strong, disciplined, and responsible generation. In addition,
the Directorate of Youth will also train a great number of
instructors in Physical Education and athletic competitions
in order to support and coordinate the efforts of the School
and foubth Activities office.

Especially from now until the end of July the Directorate
of Youth will carry out the following tasks:
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- building an intermational swimming vpool in the capital.

- establishing a Youth Guidance Activities Center at
Setgon and Hue. ‘

- establishing a camping center at Vung Tau, Dalat, Hue.

- developing youth c¢lubs throughout 14 provinces.

1

- building gymnasiums at 4 secondary schools in the Capital.

In the field of Social Helfare, the most important problem Ais
that of Refugees. By the end of 1967, the number of the
refugees exceeds 2 million. Out of this number., more than

1 millisn have been resettled, 800,000 are temporarily
Sheltered.

Besides the refugees, there ere also the war victims and the
. victims of natural disasters who need the help of tke
Government.

In order to solve these problems, the Ministry of Refuzees
and Soeial Velfare will institute the fllowing prozram for
1960: - .

4s for the Refugee program, the Government will provide aid
for the resettlement of 30,000 families who are now tempo-
rarily sheltered, will creste new refugee hamlets and- ’
continue to develorn thé actual refugees' hamlets, will push
on the-special vrograms at the refugees' centers such s
propasanda, infarmotion and recreation prozram, health add
education program.

As for the sociel assistance, the Government will improve
its assistance program for the wvar viectims and the victinms
of natural disasters for the poor, the o1d and the disabled
persons, will create and subsidize social agencies such as
orpnanages, kindergarten, homes for the aged, lov-cost
regtaurants,

To improve the living standaord a2nd $o eradicate the soelal
plagues, the Govermsent will start a cawmpaign for community
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health, will establish a ecommunity development program,
build new low-~cost housing for' the poor people in those
provinces most affected by the destruction of war. The'
governmelit-will-also plen the building of low renting-rate
apartments for the poor people working in the gapital.

Besides, the Ministry of Social Yelfare will also strive
to suppress the social plagues such as mendlicity, juvenile
delinguency, prostitution, particularly in the Capital.
Tspnecially from now until the end of July, the urgent
follsving tasks will be carried o2ub:

- 100 refugees' centers will be-built.

- Puplic utilities will be provided for 350 existing
centérs and 100 new centers.

In the area of Health, in spite of the Government's efforts,
the ratid is not yet 2 beds for every thousand inhabitants.
The total number of doctors is 250, which means one doetor
for 6,000 inhabitants. Vhile there are still very few
health technicians and the national demand i1s increasing
constantly, the supply of trained personnel is slow and
very insufficient, '

The mediecal supply is barely sufficient, thanks to the
génerous ald of our allied countries, but our means of
evacuation of the wounded war victims are not adequate,

The general level of Public Health is not very optimistice
because of the lack of technicians in this area, lack of
security in the rural regions and also because of the rather
new aspects of this branch.

In order to cope with the above situation, the govermment
plan for 1958 is:

- Hospital improvement program by repairing and providing
more construction commodities and facilities in the too
small and too 0l1d hospitals, by building a2 new medical
training center with 600 beds at the site of the former
Nguyen van Hoc Hospital, by completing the construction of
a 500=-bed=hospital at Danang.
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- Expension of preventive medicins By “establishing an
National Institubte for Public Healtl, by concentrating
special efforts on different projects Tor eontrolling
conmunicable diseases.

As Tor the rural medicine, the linistry will practice )

the "oil spread" policy by increasing "mobile health teams™
first in the secure regions, then in the less secure

ones, then right In the embatiled areas.

These teams will also be backed by nev waves of district
traineres, by the improved system of medical supply, by
the construction of new ecommodities at dAifferent districts
and hamlets.

From the various projects of the 1958 program, the follou-
ing %tasks will be carried out and fulfilled in six months:

- Construction and putting in operetion It "T.B." (Tubercu-
losis) hospitals at Saigon and Fhanh Hoi.

~ Reorganization of 22 hospitals in the Canitel and
provinces.

- Expansion of the immunization campaizns against the
communicable and infectious diseases.

- Establishing the National Institute for Public Health.

The war veterans, including the discherged, soldiers, the
war invalids, their dependents such as wives, children,
parents, constitute a real problem to the Government.

Mosd of them are not rell-to-d2 or highly educated and have
no special profession to earn their owm living. From 1961
until nov the number of dead soldiers exceeds 60,000. As

a result, 2%,000 widows and more than 100,000 orvhans are
in need.

In 2ddition, more than 30,000 soldiers have been discharged,
among whem 186,000 are receiving disabled's allowance,
10,000 are recelving retirement pension or discharge pay
from 1964 to 19567. -



Although the Goverrment has from 1964 to 1967 thrice
“increased the retirement pension and compensation benefits,
the amount of the allowance cannot keep up with the present
cost of living.

In order to improve the ab ove situation, the Ministry
will focus its attention on: -

- promptly providing retirement pension and compensation
benefits. )

- educating the orphans of our dead soldiers.

- expanding the vocational training and rehabilitation
program.

-~ establishing two orthopedic centers in Danzng, Gui thon,
renovating the Cantho center, and creating a Physical
Rehabilitation Center, a Blind Rehabilitation Center -in
Saigon,

Besides, the Ministry for Veterans Affairs will plan to
bnild the VWards of the Nation #chool at Danang. to expand
the Vocetional Training Program at the Werds of the Naiion
School in Saigon, to create more classrooms at different
schools in Hue, Can Tho and Da Nang. In the goal of
vocational training for war veterans, the Ministry will
renovate the Vocational Training Center at Cat Lail with 500
trainees in each session. The Ministry will at the same time
improve the job placewment service and coordinate with our
allied organizations in osrder to establish other Vocational
Training classes outside the above mentioned centers.

Espécially in the first six months, the following tasks
will be carried out:

- Study the various measures aiming at increasing -the
amount of retirement pension and compensation beénefits in
accordance with the present cost of living, end thus raising
the living standard of the wer veterans.

-~ Begin to pay the retirement pension to the Regional Forces
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and other compensation benefits tg the Populaf Forces
and the Revolutionary Development Cadres.

- Expand the vocational training classes for the
discharged veterans.

~ Improve their production agencies and establish an
Institute for the Wards of the Nation.

The last important problem is Labor. The rapid expansion
of the labor unions has caused some draw backs in their
organization and-management. Since there is not yet a
sincere cooperation betueen the employers and employees,
the labor conflicts are not always easily settled in the
spirit of the respect of Law. .

The .war not only causes the lack of skilled labor but it
also brings about an increased number of forelgn workers.
To cope with this situation, the Govermment progrem will -
aim at training more labor union cadres, at training the
workers in their profession to improve their skill, at
increasing the control of factories on matters of hyglene,
health, work safety, and at completing and making public
the labor laws.

Especially dfiring the first 6 months of 1968, the following
urgent tasks will be pérformed:

- follow up the establishment of a health record program
and the physical examination before recruitment and
periodically thereafter for every worker.

- study the creation of Health and VWork Safety Committees
in the factories employing 50 or more workers.

- complete the election of over 3,000 workers' delegates,
organize seminars and training courses on industrial
management relations, assisting employers and employees, help
- the employers and employees write up industrial contracts.

- create 2 more placement offices in Da Neng and Bien Hoa
and some mobile placement services, organize 1h wvocational
training courses in Saigon and in 10 other provinces.,


http:there.is

setting up an office of foreign workers aimed at
snbrolling and limitins the number of foreign workers
in crder 4o protect the interest of the Vietnamese irorkers.

Ladies-and Gentlemen,

I have just presented to you the actval situation in Viet-
nam, the national policy and the mrogram of action for
1958 as well as the urgent tasks in the first half of the
yesr. -

I:shsll now explein the pronosed budget for fiscal yeer
1905% required for the implementation of the above mentioned
PYDETANS »

The preparation of this budget was urged by two contradicto-
ry considerations:

The fir-st one is the pressure of the wer. The ever increasing
erpenditures for Defenge and Pecificetion have seriously )
perbturbed the econouy of the country. On one hand; the
Governmert must intensify its wer efforts end efforts to
preserve the national security, on the other, it must dreft
menpowver and resources from other areas to .support the above
efforts and concurrently to fight the inflationary bressures
caused by the war. The 1956 budget has been prepaved in
accordance with the anti-inflation program begun since the
devaluation of the piaster om June 18, 1956.

The seuvond consideration is the need for economic develop-
ment. Ve cannot just focus on the present with its fierce

wvar reging on, and not have in mind the reconstruction and
development of the Nation once peace is restored.

* The GV fiscal year begins 1 January and ends Decembexr 3l.
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Considering the above, I shall successively point out the
highlights of the sstimated expenditures and revenues of
the proposed budget.

The total estimated expenditures for 1968 is 95 billion
piasters. Compared with 83 billions in 1967, there is an
increase of 12 billions. The rate of increase of the
estimated 1968 expenditures is 1L%, compaked to 51% in 1957.

To point out the relative impoirtance of our Nation's
programs at the present time, the éxpenditures can be
classified as follows:

~ Expenditures related to the war, such as Defense, Se-
curity...

- Ixpenditures reserved for Cultiral, Economic and Social
Programs. :

- Ezpenditures for the various reconstruction and
development nxograms.

The expenditures related to the Jar increase by 1l billions
or 289, )

These allocations take up 66% of the total estimated
expenditures of the 1968 budget, compared with 58% in 19567.
This increase aims 2t strengthening the Armed Forces of
the Republic of Vietnam with an additional 63,000 soldiers
and about 3,000 civilian employees. Besides, all training,
logistics, psychological warfare programs will be strongly
carried out to create favorable conditions for the efforts
©o preserve national security and restore Peace.

The 1968 estimated Cultural, Economic and Social Expendi-
tures increase by 3.8 billions ox 26%  They take up 20%
of the total expenditures of the 1958 budget, compaeed with
184 in 19567.

In this domain, we have first to consider the Cultursl and
Edueation, and the Health branches. Our main objective is
to develsp agencies, trein more techmicians and cadres =¥
all levels to broadea our activities in the cities as well
25 in the rural areas, especially those concerping technical
education, popular educatiosn, and rural hedlth.



Next, are the economic and financial programs. Theixr
importance does not reflect in the funds allocated to

the concerned ministries but in the investment or develop-
ment projects undertaken with private capital, and under
the guidance of these Ministries.

The credits allocated to the various Reeonstruction and
Development programs increase by 2 billions, or 25%, as
compared with the 1967 figures.

The erpenditures teke up 10% of the total estimated
expenditures in 1958, as was the case in 1067,

The allocations for this year's Revolubtionary Development
program increase By T6% over 1957. The main objectives
of this program are to continue to gather the people and
build hamlets. 800 additionzl Rew Life Hamlets and 1,600
pacified Hamlets will be completed in 1968,

The eontinuing war raises many urgent social problems
uvhich are solved through various urgent or long-range
programs of the Ministry of Reéfugees and Social Welfare.
The increase in spending mostly concerns the Government's’
projects to resettle permanently about 400,000 refugees in
the coming year. DBesides, there are the programs, both
political and social, of the Ministries of Open-Arms and
Ethnic Developmeni. All these programs aim at restoring a
normwal life in the national community for ethnic mingrities
and returnees. Through the 1958 estimated military and
civilian expenditures, the Government shows its determina-
tion to:

- Birengthen the fighting efforts of the whole people.

- Reduce to the minimwn all administrative operating
expenditures.

- Set up the foundation for the reconstruction and develop-
ment programs in the vostwar yedrs.

I shall hereafter present the estimated revenues of the
pronosed Budget.
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Total revenues for 1950 are estimeted at 70 billion
piasters; compared with 65 billion in 1967 there is an
increase of 4 billion. The rate of increase of the 1958
estinated revenues is 6%, a very small incresse compared
with the 73% increase of 1967.

These estimated revenues consist of 4l billidn, from the
National resources and 26 billions from the Counterpart
Funds. '

With regard to the National resources, coppared with the
36 billion piasbers revenues in 1967, the estimated 19868
revenues increase by 8%.

The majority of these revenues are brought about by
imports: custom duties added with pereguation taxes.
amount to 22 billion piasters, that is 50% of the total
revenues from the Hatlonal resources Progressiin the
eollection of other taxes is not satisfactory.

As for Revenues from the Counterpart Funds, the Commercial
Inport Program will brlng +2 the Counterpart Funés an
estimated revenue of 25 billion piastérs. This figure has
decreased by 4t billidon eompared with 1967, because in
fiscal year 1968 the imports under American Aid program
tend to decrease while the imports with GVH dollars are
increasing.

. TE is worth méntioning thai this is the First time since
1962 that the éstimated revenues from the national resources,
with a record ratios of 63%, exceeds the revenues from the
Counterpart Funds which represent only 37% of the total
budget revenues.

“IF sum-up, with the total estimated expenditures at 95
\1lllonkplasters and the total estimated revermes.at 70

“billion. plasters, the net deficit of the 1968 national
budget will be 25 billion piasters.

Compared with the 17 billion piasters gap of 1967, this
year's budget deficit is too high. This recalls the 1955

gap of 26.7 billion piasters which caused a serious inflation
in the first months of 1966 and which forced the Government
to decide the devaluation of the piasker.
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Under the actual circumstances, the Government cannot
cut any spendings which will lessen the war efforts; all
other expenditures have aiready been reduced ts the
minimum level.

As for Budget Revenues, despite allithe Government efforts
to fully collect the existing taxes, the reverues from
the National Resources do not even make up half of the
total Budget expenditures.

All of us must accept still more sacrifices and contribute
.more to our natiosnal expenditures in order to gradually
reestablish the Budget equilibiium.

During this.fiscal year, the Government will probably have
to submit to the National Assembly to vote on a certain
number of measures aiming at increasing Budget Revenues to
cope with the-heavy inflationary pressures in order to
avold the necessity of resorting to the extreme solution
of devaluating the plaster once more.

1 am convinced that you are all well aware of the general
economic and financial situation, and that you will, without
delay, pass the entire Budget I have just presented in order
to enable the Government to implement immediately its
program of action. Furthermore, I also wish that you would
respond to the Government's proposals and explain clearly
to your constituents that the task of stabilizing the
economy 1s not the sole responsibility of the Govern ment
but also a common duty of all the people to safeguard the
national economy.

~

Mr. President of the Senate,
Mr. Fresident of the House,
Distinguished Senators and Representatlves,

I have made a frank and factual report on the probléms
related to the actual situation of the country, the National
Policy, the Government's program of actions, and the
proposed budget for 1960 as well as its explanation. In
order to strictly implerment this program of action 8o as
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to deal with the difficult situation of our eountry, the
Govermment must have the means, and the most urgent and vital
one i1s the hudget. Therefore, I ask the Natidnel Assembly
to approve the proposed budget Tor fiscal. year 1968 in a
short period »f time in order £or the Government to ecarry

out immediately its plammed programs.

The Government is fully aware_of the national situation;

it is 2lso conscious of its responsibility as well asﬁyhe
dangers and results of inflation when'it submits the. Budget.
The first draft has shown 113 billion for the expenditures.
The Execubtive pover has had to reduce .sharply the expendi~
tures to-arrive at the actual figure. With such a strict
proposal, any further cubt will make it impossible for us

to avoid the disastrous influences on the nation's activities,

Furthermore, because of the war, the economic and social
situation of the country is still experiencing many diffi-
culties and challenges, thus requiring timely and efficient
measures. Depending on the circumstances, the Government
will likely ask the MNational.Assembly to approve- & certain
nunber of proposals aiming at reforming the fiscal system,
the objective of which is to guarantee the economic and
social stabilization and development.

Concerning the problem of ending the war, the Govermment
urges the National Assembly to respond favorably to the
efforts in mobilizing Ffinancial and human resources so as
to soon restore peace to the nation.

Finally, to materialize the aspirations for a truly
democratic life of the whole population, the Government
asks the National Assembly to lend a hand to the Executive
power in achieving the democratic institutions as prescribed
by the Constitution. In that spirit, the Government will
draft the bills concerning the status of political parties,
the status of the press b9 forward to the National Assembly
in the days to come. Bills concerning the Supreme Court,
the Imspectorate, the Council of Magistrates, the Council
of Economic and Social Affairs, the Council of Cultural and
Educational Affairs, the Council of Ethnic Minorities will
also successively be sent to the National Assembly.
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TLadies and Gentlemen,

The success of failure of the national objectiwves do not
depend entirely on the Government or the Executive mvower,
but also on you as representatives of the Legislative, as
well as the enftire population.

I believe in your strong patriotism, and I eagerly expect
a close cooperation between the Legislative and Executive
in order for us to gather more strength and reduce giffi-
culties in our first steps toward building Democracy. I
strongly urge the understanding and the sense of duty of
all groups and classes, the Army, the People, the Cadres,
the Government so as to5 soon achieve our task to safeguard
and rebuild the hation. I earnestly calil upon the under-
standing and the support of all the people in the Free .
World to share the sufferings and sacrifices that we have
to endure for our Independence and Freedom. Furthermore,
I ask them to give us full support and help us in our
Mission to assure the survival of Vietnam and to contribute
to the consolidation of world peace. ’

Let us pray for an independent, unified, democratic,

progressive, and ever lasting Vietnam fatherland.

Thank you.
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ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT HNGUYEN VAN THIEU
BEFORE THE JOINT SESSION GF THE NATIONAL ASSHMBEY
9 February 1968
R X

Mr., President of the Senate;

Mr. President of the House;

Distinguished Senators and Representatives;
Ladies and Gentlemen;

I am very pleased to come here today once again to present to you the
‘situation of our country in the past few days.

I have always liked to present the truth, to put forward all my findings
with a full sense of responsibility, and honestly propose to you what I
consider as useful for the nation and for me to fulfill my mission. On the
other hand, I shall always frankly and cooperatively welcome sny recommenda-
tions to the Govermment from the National Assembly.

I have slways thought that, whether we are the Executive or Legislative
powers, we both are the organisms of a unique Republiec of Vietnam, Whether
Executive or Legislative, we are carrying the mandate of the Nation, 'and we
are also responsible for the survival of the Nation in this critical stage
of our history. 4ll of us should be brave to accept cur responsibility and .
actively support each other in order to fulfill our mission,

I should remerk here that on February 3, the Presidents of the Senate
and the House cooperated with us to review the situation and decide on very
urgent measures to cope.effectively with the situation. And in the following
days, the Secretariats of the two Houses along with the Senators and Repre-
Sentatives as individuals leaders of political groups, chairmen of committees,
have shown a strong understanding and cooperation with the Executive brench.
They have strongly condemned the Communist activities, warmly supported our
efforts and the anti-communist spirit of the people, encouraged the soldiers;
and made many constructive and useful recommendations. I sincerely praise your
actions. I think that you have contributed much in the big snd decisive
Victories that our Armed Forces and our people have gained and shall continue
to gain in the future, I shall present to you now, all the events in the past
few deys, the measures that the Executive branch have implemented and the
actions being carried out so that you =nd the people can be fully aware.

Mess, Presidents,

" Ladies and Gentlemen,

In my State of the Nation message before the National Assembly on January
25, 1968 I made the following remark concerning the general situation:

"When the Regicnal Forces cannot support efficiently the guerillas and
when the main core units are isolated from the Regional Forces their mutual
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support no longer exists, thus their general offensive can no longer be realized.

But I also warned you of a final effort of the Communists to use all
their propagonds meens, and along with the wilitary efforts which had taken
place in the first days of Tet south of the Vemilitarized Zone and some places
in the Highlands, they have incressed their mortar attacks at the utmost in
neny nlaces throughout the territory.

I also remarked that:

iPntil Horth Vietnam has to bow totally to decide whether to negotiate
or end the war, they still are able to increase their Military and sabotage
efforts, a2t least in the course of this year.®

There are two reasons for the. Communists' actions, one is that they
can no longer achieve a total military and political victory, and the other
is that they are forced to the point where they should ené the war. Thus,
the vroblem is that they do not want to end the war in total defeat, but they
must have at least some victories to use as bargains at the negotlatlon table.

Tor this resson the Communists decided to launch & general offensive
leading to 2 general uprising at a time they thought as most favorable.

Before launching the Ygeneral offensive" during the Tet truce, the enemy
has initisted the battle at the Demiliterized Zone by marshalling seversl NVAi
Divisions, threatening the Khe-Sanh and Quang—Trl area, and determining to
obtain a militery victory in this ares.

Lfter returning from my visit to this region, T have presented that
situation in my Tet address to the Vietnsmese FPeople. ’

- .In only one day, January 29, the Communists have violated 37 times
the truce they themselves proposed.

- 2t the same time, evidence showed that the WVA had really prepared
to attack the provinces south of the Demilitarized Zone, especielly the area
around ﬁhe-Sanh and the Lszotian border; they also reinforced their Supplj to
sunport the attack,

-~ BSo, the Government of Vietnam and 1ts allies decided effective
January 29, pot _to observe the Tet truce in I Corps Area and the territory
soubh of the city of Vinh,

- In fact, the Communists launched their “general offengivet in I and
II Corps Areas during the night of January 29, and in the Capital City,
the II and IV Corps Areas during the night of January 30, aiming primariiy at
seizing power at the local level, and then selzlng power throughout South
Vietnam,



Following is the development of the sitwatlon in various Corps since \
Japuary 29: During the night of Janwary 29, the aggressors shelled and attacked
gsimnitaneously a mumber of our provinclal chief towns and airports in I and
I1 Gorps Areas,

They have infiltrated intc, and attacked, the cities of Kontum, Qui- .
Nhon, Pleiku, Nha-Trang, Darlac, Hoi-An, and at the same time shelled the
airport of Da-Nang, the 23rd Division Hgs, at Ban-Me-Thuot, the 24th Special
Sector Hgs. at Kontum. ' \

The above facts have shown. that the Communists have vioclated the Tet
truce, with premeditation and preparation. After the Communists' attack
againgt the civilian population, the Govermment of Vietnam and its allies
were forced to cancel completely the truce, effective 3 p.m. January 30
throughout the territory.

In conjunction with their activities in I and II Corps Areas during the
night of January 30, the enemy began to infiltrate into and attacked the
Capital City, the Chief towns in III and IV Corps Areas.

At sbout 2 a.m, January 30, the enemy simultaneously infiltrated into,
attacked, and shelled a number of civilian and military instellations, such
as the Tan Son Nhut Air Base, the Joint General Staff Hgs., the Navy Hgs., ,
the Artillery camp at Go-Vap, @uang-Irung Training Center, the Armor Camp,
the Saigon Radio Station, the Independence Pelace, the U.S. Embassy, etc...

In the IIT Corps Area, the enemy has shelied the 3rd Corps Hgs. at Bien
Hoa, the Bien Hoa Air Base, the Long Binh Camp, the 25th Division Hgs. at
Han Nghis, the Trang Bang Distriet., They also infiltrated into the provinelal
chief towns of Binh Duong and Fhuoc Tuy. :

- In the IV Corps frea, the enemy has shelled, attacked, or jafiltrated
into the provincial chief towns of My Tho, Rach Gia, Soc Trang, Can Tho, An
Xuyen, Vinh Long, Kien Hoa, Vinh Binh and Chau Doc.

While the enemy deployed their efforts in the Capital City, the IIT
Corps and IV Corps Areas, they also attacked and shelled, in the I Corps Area,
the Duy Xuyen District (Quang Nam), the 1st Division Hgs. at Hue, the Dong Da
Training Center at Phu Bai, the 7th Armor Regiment at in Ouu, the 3rd
Infantry Regiment located at North of Hue, the Hon Nuoce Airport (Quang am},
the outpost at the Hai Van Pass, Quang Ngai City, the Tam Ky District, the
6th Infentry Regiment Hgs, the Sub-Sectors of Quang Tri, Darlac, Kontum and
Plelku,

On February l, the enemy attacked the provincial chief towns of Binh

Duong, Ba Ria, and maintained their pressures on Pileiku, Kontum, Chau Doc,
FThua Thien and Darlac.
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This has been the development of the enemy's mejor activities durir
the first 3 days of the Communist!s "general offensive'.

During the days which followed, the enemy's activities decreased and
vere no longer impetuous and coordinated as seen in the first 3 days.

However, the enemy tried to maintain their pressures on Hue; they
desperately defended the area inside the “Citadelle!, burned the POL depot,
occupied the city jail, released 2000 prisoners and destroyed one span of
the Truong Tien Bridge. At the same time, the Communists increased their
shelling and harassing in the IV Corps Area where Roubte No. 4 was damaged in
severel locations.

On February 5, the Khe-Sanh Cemp was again under enemy attack.

On Februery 7, the Communists utilized, for the first iime, armored
vehicles originating from the Laotian territoty and attacked the CIDG Camp
at Lang Vel on route Ho. 9, near the Khe Sanh Camp., In the afternoon of
February 7, the Lang Vel Camp was lost to the enemy.,

As of this morning, in several areas of the terrltory, the enemy still
continued their shelling on a certain number of our installstions.

In Hue, our armed forces and our sllies have reoccupled most of the
important instellations; the enemy's activities were reported to be sporadic
- end only in the outskirt of the city.

In Saigon, the mop-up operations are continuing successfully.

In summary, the enemy s Ygeneral offensive! plan has completely been
broken by our armed forces and our people, due to the quick and effective
reaction of our friendly and allied forces and also due to the valuable
cooperalion of the population. Our friendly and allied forces continually
launched their operations to sweep, pursue and destroy the enemy, inflicting
heavy casualties to them in zll fields and pushing them out of towns and cities.

However, because of their military defeat, the enemy dispersed themselves
into small groups; concealed in populated areas to shell us and to continue
their sniper fire; destroyed public facilities such as bridges, power plants,
hospitals; burned the population's houses in the cities and in the refugees'
camps, in order to cause maximum demage to the civilian population before
their withdrawal.

The cumulative ceasualty figures for the period January 29 - February 9
are as follows:
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iriendly forces.

ARV " Allied  Total
and
‘National Police

Xilled 1609 . T4l 2350

Tounded ‘ 4987 3883 8870
Missing 128 3 131
Weapons lost 404, 404

Enemy forceg;

Killed 25.436
Detained 5.911
Returnees 16
Weapons lost - 6.944

If ﬁe analyze the enemy's activities during the paéﬁ days, we observe
that their "general offensive" plan had-been prepared ) long time ago,
aiming at the following military and political objectives:

The main military objective of the Communists was to achieve a lgeneral
of fensive’ leading to a “general uprisingt. . ’

But since their mein militexny objective was not obtained, they are now
aiming at their secondary objective whic¢h is to support the guerilla |~
organizations in the areas surrounding the cities, and to use the guerillas
to pin down our forces. N

Their military objective was also to expand their controlled areas, to
diminish ours, in order to collect more resources for their war needs on one
hand, and to blockade the econcmy in the cities, on the other.

The main political objective of the Communists is an uprising of the
pepulation, aiming at overthrowing our constitutional Government in order to
esteblish & so-cslled "revolutionary® govermment which advocated the with-
drawal from South Vietnem of U.S. and Free World Forces, and the megotiation
with the NLF to impose the total domination of Communist Hanoi on South
Vietnam, This “revolutionary" govermment is hidden behind a "Unified Front
for the Feople for Democracy and Peace! that. the Communigts had begun to es-
tablish at Hue and Saigon immediately after the Tet truce aggression.

The enemy's plan consists of two phases:
Pnase l: To use Commando groups, sabotage groups, In combination with -

the militia, to attack and occupy secretly and surprisingly our sirategic
administrative and military headquarters and our radio stations, if they exist.
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Phase 2: To_use radio broadcasting and srmed propagande groups in
order to instigate the population for mass manifestations whose scheme is
peace, coelition and overthrow of the governmment while their main regular
and regionel forces camplete the military objectives. The Gommunists
also advocated the arming of the population in the cities in order that
their “general offensive" had the nature of an uprising movement of the
population against the govermment, The Communists also aimed primarily at
attacking the GVN and ARV, and only had the intention to pin dowm our
gllied forces in their actual positions by shelling and harassing actions.

The Communist Plan has been carried out by the enemy who adopted the
following strategy and tacticss

Strategy: Employ ell available forces to attack at all places, in
the view of:

. = TForcing the friendly forces to defend Saigon and the provincial
chief towns.

- Seizing the power in some loeelities, if possible, to create condi-~
tions of negotiation.

- Anpihilating our Revolutionary Development progrem.

Tactics:

- Secretly infiltrate weapons and ammunitions into Saigon and provincial
chief towns on the occasion of Tet.

- QCommendo and ssbotage units, dispersed into small groups, infiltrated
by all means into the marshelling areas where they received weapons and
immediately attacked the assigned targets.

-~ Occupy the above targets by raids or strong attacks., Defend and
wait for reinforcement, then attack again.

-~ If the Comunists fail in both phages 1 and 2, they shell and commit
sabotage to withdraw.

i X
X

The Communistl!s error in the !general o6ffensive".

The Communists have misjudged that the actuel situation is Yriper than
sver! for them to launch a "general offensive® and incite a "“general
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uprigingh of the population,

The reason for this is, on one hand, the Communists thought that the
population was ready to listen to their propaganda and, on the other hand,
they have miscalculated our fighting potential., Because of those serious
and basic errors, the Communists have failed badly in their general offensive
scheme. The facts have shown that our armed forces have courageously
fought and broken the back of their general offensive and at the same time the
population has demonstrated their anti-communist spirit and their non-
cooperation with the enemy; instead, the population has closely cooperated
with the govermment and the armed forces.

In brief, defeated in their scheme of a generzl offensive and a general
uprising, the enemy is now forced to withdraw its main forces from the cities.
But they will unfold their conspiracy to support, organize, and arm the
guerillas in order to pin down our main forces. They might maintain a
number of units to help the guerillas harass the cities and shrink our
controlled eareas, and blockade our economy.

The enemy mein forces might repeat their attacks in order to forge
advantageous positions whereby they reserve the initiative, At the same
time, they will pin down and gradually destroy our forces, secure and widen
their controlled areas, block our pincer gtrategy, namely the search-and=-
destroy operations and the Revolutionary Develomment Program.

In conjunction with the above activities, the enemy might launch an
armed insurgency in the rural areas. The guerillas, with the help of their
local forces, will simultaneously attack the districts, hamlets, and New
Life Hemlets, This "polnt! - and - ¥faces! gstrategy will be carried out by
Comunists in a selected number of weak provinces or vital bases.

In summary, after the fgilure of their general offensive, the enemy will:

First, maintain guerilias around the cities, so as to continue their
shelling, harassing, and propaganda, and also to pin down a nmumber of our
units. At the same time they will try at the iutmost to destroy the
commmication links to create difficulties to our supply system and our economy.

Second, lsunch scme all-out battles, possibly in the Demilitarized
Zone, the Highlands, in order to obtain some important military victories
which might be used as political pregsure. If they can not succeed, they
will at least be able to pin down az sizeable number of our units and allied forges
in the areas far from the populated delta, forcing us to abandon other places,
and creating difficulties for our Revolutionary Development Program.

Third, try to reoccupy a part of the rural areas which they have lost

to our Revolutionary Development Program in the past few years, ir order to
have resourpes and manpower to replace their combat losses and to continue
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the fighting,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

During the recent generel offensive of the Communists the population
have suffered heavy casuslties.

The inhumane aim of the Communists was to invade the populated areas,
herd the population and use them as shield for their attacks or their
retreat, fight from house to house in order to cause the destruction of the
population'!s properties and raise difficulties for the Government.

Qur Armed Forces were particularly cantious in preserving the lives
and properties of the population and kept a slow pace of progression in
order to avoid ummecessary and excessive destruction.

However, to counter the inhumane destruetion of the Commumists who
set fire to the houses and tock adventage of the confusion to retreat, or
opened fire onto the population, our Armed Foreces had to regort to drastic
measures to expel them out of the populated areas in order to protect the
lives of the soldiers and the population.

As of the afternoon of Februaery &, the interim record of civilian
casuzlties in 31 provinces and the Capital is:

- 3,071 dead

- 7,945 wounded

-~ 189,650 refugees

-~ 21,089 houses heavily demaged
- 1,500 houses lightly damaged.

The casualties figures for the Saigon-Gia Dinh area stand at 129,008
refugees, 9,000 houges heavily demaged, The most heavily hit areas are:
Fham The Hien (8th Precinct}, Rach Lo Gom (7th Precinct), Binh Tien (6th
Precinct).

So far, Kien Hoa province has suffered the most., However, we cannot
vet assess the damages of Thua Thien and Hue,

Besides the above civilian casualties, the soldiers' families living
in dependents quarters in the Saigon-Gia Dinh area (Xom Moi - Go Vap) and
the other cities have been mercilesaly murdered by the Communists.

As examples of the blood-thirsty Communists' barbarism we can cite
the case of two armor officers and their families:

-~ Lieutenant-Colonel Huynh Ngoc Diep, his old mother, wife, and two
children;
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- Lieutenant-Colonel Nguyen Tuen, his wife and six children, have been
agsassinated to the last without regards to immocent children.

-~ lioreover, the interim record shows 360 militery dependents dead and
400 wounded, over 1,000 military houses burned. In most places the
aestructlon was total.

Following are the measures that the Government had taken in order to
protect the lives and properties of the populstions

a/ Martial Law has been promulgated over the whole territory of the
Republic of Vietnam.

b/ The Republic of Vietnsm Armed Forces and police together with the
Allied Forces have strongly and successfully counter-attacked in the -
Cepital and the cities under Communist attack. At the present time the
Republic of Vietnam snd Allied Forces are in control of the situation

everywhere,

¢/ There still are a number of Communists scattered in the populated
areag keeping on terrorizing, assassinabing, indoctrinating the population
and burning houses; our forces must therefore carefully clear every block,
every hamlet in order to gradually bring back order and reduce as much as
possible the demages to the population.

d/ The population 4n the fighting zones have been evacuated to secure
areas with the active help of the eivilian orgamizations such as the Red
{ross, the religious, civic action, popular, youth, students groups.

e/ Froviding the refugees with shelter, medical assistence and supply.

£/ Shortening the curfew hours progressively in order to bring back
a normal 1ife to the cities,

g/ Restricting traffic by dsy and night, and in the areas where the
Communists are still hiding:

- QContrel itraffic end pedestrians.
~ Prohibit any gatherings and strikes.
~ C(Close the public recreation facilities,

In Gia Dinh alone except for the center of town, the 24 hour curfew
is stlll in effect.

)

~ Thenks to the sirict control measures and the discipline of the
population, security and order have been quickly restored.
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h/ Horeover, with the support and cooperation of the population,
the Armed Forces and police have arrested sn important number of hiding
communists and seized many weapons.

Using the Open Arms policy, the Govermment has exhorted through propa-
ganda leaflets the Communists to come back to the Nationz=l side.

i/ BSecurity measures being enforced:

-~ Restrict the traffic from outside into the Cepital, control the
veople in the streets;

- QContinue the search and clear oversztions.and police operations in
the areas where suspected Communists are still hiding,

~ Continue the militery operations to relieve the enemy pressure on
the Capital and cities under Communist attack (Hue - Dalat).

1

i/ Measures in order to preserve security:

" On account of the situation, the militery authorities have been given
the power to enforce the necessary measures to protect public security and
order. Therefore, there are many restrictions on traffic, gathering, public
recreation znd the freedom of the press. Civilians must turn all wespons and
ammynitions into the Authorities, infringements of natiomal order and securiity
will be dealt with by the ifilitary CGourts under emergency procedure. However,
thanks to the gradwsal restoration of security, the curfew hours have been
shortened depending on the areas, If the population cooperates in soon
restoring total security, the Government will progressively 1lift the above
restrictions and end the lartisl Law enforced on the whole country.

Gommittee for the Relief of War Victims.

On Februery 3, 1968 I have signed a decree estsblishing the Committees for
the Relief of War Victims on the central as well as the regional level, and
the Vice-President has been appointed to organize and direct those Committees,

In the Corps areas, the Capitsl, the provinces and cities, upon necessity, -
a local Committee will be formed.

The assigmments of these Committees are:
- immediate relief for the war wvictims;
~ help them back to a normal life;

- solve the supply problem;
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- reinforce the self-defense system of the population.

As of February 9, 1968, 31 out of the 48 provinces and cities (except
the Capital) heve formed local Committees, and started operation.

War wvictims relief snd refugee orerationss

As of yesterday afternoon, the refugees figures are:
- 63,954 in 52 temporay shelters for the Saigon area;
- 65,554 in 24 temporary shelters in Gia Dinh;

In every temporary shelter, there are RD, Civic Action, iedical, Informa-
tion and Psy-Wsr cadres 1iving right with the refugees to asgigt them.

In the future more refugee camps will be created depending on the needs.
is of yegterday afternoon the total of funds and materials provided by the
relief and Social Welfare Ministry to the relief centers in the whole
country, amounts to:

-~ 46,000,000 piasters;

- 2,004 tons of rice;

- 27,158 mats;

- 7,450 blankets;

- 24,967 condensed milk cans;

- 34,483 cans of fish;

- &,000 cans of meat;

- 7,348 Jiters of nuoc-mam;

- 3,224 cooking sets;

The official and private orgenizations in response to the Government
appeal have sent to the Relief and Social Welfare Ministry 1,495,195 piasters
and goods such as rice, cloth, used garments,

. To the population of the Capital, water is an essential daily need and

the Govermment has succeeded in meintaining the water supply.

With regards to the food supply, the stocks of staple products such as
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rice, sugar, meat, will last 2 to 3 months,

With regards to public health, in the Saigon - Gia Dinh area, the
medical organisations have vaccinated over 10,000 people, sprayed DDT at the
refugees! temporary shelter, purified drinking water for the Capital.

The Information and Psy-War efforts have been pushed at a fast pace;
25,000,000 leaflets of ail sorts have been dropped including proselyting
leaflets for enemies and civilians, 105 arial information broadcast sorties
were nade.

Although the National Broadcasting Center had been heavily dameged by the
Communist attack end is under repair, the radio broadeast all over the...
country is being assured through the hational and Armed Porces Wetwork and the
population all over the country is regularly informed.

The few local redio stations which had momentarily ceased broadcasting
in the first days have now resumed onerstions.

Mess. Presidents,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have just presented to you the Communist activities and congviracies
as well as our measures to cope with them. Throughout this presentation you
have realized that in the actusl challenge we are in full control of the
sitvation. Here also you can realize that the Communists have used up &ll
their available capability and unfold all their cruel plans with the hope to
force advantageous positions.in the militery and political fields.

To cope with such an impetuous and fierce enemy, we should use up all
our energy and enforce zll) measures considered as essential to assure success.

With regard to our efforts, we have gained good results in the past few
days. As for spirit, the Executive and Legislative powers, the whole
population, the Goverrment and the Army, all have shown a unarnimous and closed
golidarity. Concerning our gepsbility, a1l groups and classes of the soclety
have contributed all their energy in the common effort of the nation, from
destroying the enemy by weapons to encouraging and assisting the victims
of war.,

Concerning the measures which were enforced, you have reslized that the
Govermment had to sirongly implement all the measures considered as essential
but, also the Govermment had to restrain itself into applying only the
measures considered as indispensable in dealing with the enemy.

As I have told you and the people many times, our situstion is extremely
critical. We have to fight the Coammunists to safeguard Independence and

- 65 -



¥reedom but we also have to build at any cost a truly democratic regime.
Though they are related, the two duties mentioned above differ in meny points,
(ur anticommunist movement will be useless if we cannot build a free and truly
democretic regime. On the other hend, if we let ourselves be tied by the
perspective of Democracy snd Freedom, if we dare not implement the
appropriate measures, then the Communists will exploit it as a useful meens
for them to expand their aggression and terror campaigns, thus bringing the
denger of a Communist dictatorship nearer to us and rendering impossible a
true Democrzcy and Freedom.

The Government itself had fully realized those difficulties, and for
that resson, it had both to be energetic and to restrain itsels. However, I
am deeply encouraged when I realize that the Senators and Representatives are
fully aware of that eritical situation. In the heavy task of dealing with
the sctual critical situmation, I am very confident due to your understanding,
support, and frank cooperation in the first minutes and throughout the past
few days. Until now, all the Communists! efforts have failed in all plsaces.
However, the result of this offensive can still be felt for a long time. A4s
I have pointed out, the Communists are still able to repeat their conspiracy
in 1968. In the face of this situation, I believe that the understanding and
cooperation of all the powers and groups of the Wetion, particularly betwsen
the Ixecutive snd Legislative powers, need to be consolidated and develoued
50 as to be increasingly lasting and strong. I strongly urge a1l of us to
contribute the most of our efforts in consolidsting and developing this seirit
of understandine and cooperstion,

I sincerely expect the cooperation between the Executive and Legislative
nowerg, first 2s a moral support in vrineiple and last materislized into
legislative acts, with a decisive and direct influence on the situation.

The crnel and reckless attacks of the Communists hawve shown us more
ciearly the lmmedizte dangers which need to be solved; and they also show
us the demands we should fulfiil.

For this resson, the Government had to declde immedietely on 2 mumber
of Security messures aiming at desling energetically and directly with thne
situation, preventing the disaster from spreading, and also at protecting
the people effectively and safeguarding the national order and security.

Those measures area strict minimm for a war time; they were not fully
enforced in the psst because the situation did not necessitate a strict

enforcenent,

Lpoarently, they sorewhat violate the rights of Freedom and Democracy.
However, the reality of the past days malkes us realize that if we do not
have those measures, the situation will become so eritical that it will
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be hard to reassert our control.

A1l of us strongly believe and actively fight for Freedam and Democracy,
but, above all, we need to safepuard this ilation, and to maintain our
constitutionsl regime. If we carmot safeguerd the Naticn or masintain our
constitutional regime, and if we let the Communists unfold their conspiracy,
then all the proclamations on Freedom and Bemocracy will simply be useless.

As I have presented, the Government will strongly enforce every
necegsary measure, but it also will strictly restrain itself applying the
esgsential measures to a sufficient degree in dealing with the situation.

It is in that spirit that the measures mentioned sbove ‘have been decided upon.

ind T am once mors deeply encouraged by the unanimous approval d the
Senate and the House.

I em fully aware that we have a Constitution; the minimum measures
necessary to cope with 2 critical situstion of the Nation do not mean thet
the Constitution is no longer in use.

On the contrary, those measures are indispensable to the Govermment in
gtabilizing the situation, the confidence of the people so as to restore as
soon as possible normsl life for the peovle and to protect and enforce the.
Constitution.

With regards to Defense, in order for s to deal effectively and in a
timely manner with the situation, it is natursl to increase the number of
our goldiers as planned earlier, but now we have to proceed rapidly in order
to meet the demand of the war. For this reason, the Ministry of Defense will
have to strictly enforce the Partial lobilization raw, promptly cerry out the
draft call so as to fulfill our plan zhead of schedule.

Aong with those laws, the Ministry of Defense will have to enforce the
following measures: : :

- Delay the discharge of military personel of sll ranks except those
discharged on.grounds of health;

= OGtrengthen in eﬁery aspect the defense forces by immediately recailing
the veterans with less than 5 years of service and still in the mobilization
are brackets;

- Dreft 211 young men under the partial mobilization age brackets
sooner than originally scheduled.

Besides, the following 2 programs of urgent actions will zlso be carried
out: they are the militery training program for students and civil servants:
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- Al civil servants from 45 years of age down will receive a special
military training and will be armed to help the frmy in order to protect their
offices, or they will be c¢ivil defense cadres at their residing places so
as to guide the people, secure their safe-being in their respective wards in
case of naturzl disaster and political turmoil, and to be able to command
a civilian fighting force, thus protecting the life and fortunes of the
citizens.

-~ 411 schoolboys, students from 17 years of sge us will receive a military -
training program in conjunction with their academic curriculum so that, when
the circumstances require they will be ready to fight with the soldiers; and in -
the future, upon graduation, they will become reserve officers of the frmy.

A1) the programs I have mentioned above have been outlined in the
Government's program of actions which I have submitied to you earlier in
my State of the Hation on Jemuary 25, 1968,

Now, on account of ths situation and the/urgent demand I sincerely
hope that you will approve those meagures in order for the Government to
thoroughly implement them.

Concerning the implementation of the ifational Policy and the Govern-
ment's program of actions which I submitted before the Hational Assembly in
my address of January 25, I want to confirm again today the decision of the
Government to continue the strict implementation of the program in all aspects:
Bullding of Democracy - Solving the war, and Reforming the Society-despite the
critical condition whith our nation is undergoing. However, I meed your totel
support in order to solve the actual difficulties created by the political
turmoil, as well as the major difficulties we will have to face in the beginning
of this decisive year. Thus, your prompt approval of the budget for fiscal
year 1968 is highly needed so as to give the Govermment the necegsary means to
carry out the urgent programs and solve immediately the existing problems.

I wish to fix the end of February as the deadline for you to pass the
proposed budget for 1968.

Besides, due to the special situation in this decisive year and in
addition to the problems created today as well as in the near future by the
determined and maximm efforts put forth by the enemy to strive toward the
final victory, the urgent and special needs to increass our war potential in
every field will arise and could be met if and only if the Government has all
the means, ready and sufficient, to deal with those problems in an efficient
manner,'

Thus, I would like to request the National Assembly to especially
empover the Executive to.decide and promulgate by Decree - Laws all the
economic end finencial measures considered indispensable, for a period of one
year,



Ladies and Gentlemen;

I had carefully explained this point in the part desling with the
Budget appropriations, in my State of the Nation lMessage of anuary 25. Then,
I had called upon your understanding to approve the 1968 Budget in a short
time. At the same time, I had also warned you that, on account of the war,
the soclal and economic situation of the country will require efficient and
urgent measures and therefore, the Govermment will likely request the National
Assembly to approve a certain number of fiscal measures, in order to ensure
the stebility and the development of the National Economy and Society,

Furthermore, I am sure that the current situation and the difficulties
which will arise in the months to come are strong arguments in favor of my
special requests mentioned above.

Even though these svecial powers are vesied upon the Executive branch
by the Wational Assembly, I always believe in the mutual understending and
close cooperation between the Executive and Legislative branches. My policy
is to meintain consultations between the Executive and Legislative branches
prior to the promulgation of any measures.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have just made a sincere and factual report on the situvation of the
country and concurrently. I also have proposed some measures which I
51ncerely hope will receive your earnest and wholehearted support.

To my fellow country men, especially to those living in the areas which
were under the Gommunist attacks, T would like to teake this opportunity to
convey to you all my sincere condolence.

I pray for those innocent war victims and sincerely wish to share the
burden with those who have suffered, and those who were separated from
their. loved ones,

The Communists often claim that they are fighting for the welfare of the
population., Their propaganda could not convince anyone and their actions
during the last few days incriminated themselves. They have shown their true
color. The Communists did not cere for the traditional Tel ceremony. TWhile
everyone, every family long for a reunion, the Conmunists did not hesitate to
destroy the cities, the populated areas, and to murder the population. They
have used the promise for a truce during Tet to fit their scheme to work
toward a surprige victory.

They disregarded their promise and did not care about thelr moral
responsibility. Iifloreover, after they have failed in their attscks, with
pone of the military end political objectives attained, they had killed
without reserve, set fire and destroyed all they could, and they did not care
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about the interest of the population., This is aznother proof that the
Government end the Arwy are not the only enemies of the Communists. The
worulation is also considered by them ss their enenmy.

The treacherous actions by the Sommunists are to be incriminated and
zbjecteda, The high morale and discipline of our population are to be
comnended., Kverywhere, the poyulation heveddisregarded gll temptations ang
vlots offered or forced upon them by the Communists; they héve behaved
udmqubly, they heve well observed discipline and they have not once
cooperated with the enemy, and have given a hand to the Government and the
Zrmy in their mission of eradicating the enemy. In many places, esvecially
in Saigon, the population organized into groups to serve as Civil Defense.
That greet spirit is to be commended and encourzged to develop.

I urgently call upon the population to cooperste closely with the
fathority end the Armed Torces, to observe the striet discipline measures,
so that we can make a forward stride toward our victory, so that the
Communists! plots will not occur again. Then, the population will not have
to bear zgsin the hardshivns ceused by the treacherous Commmistis.

Througsoul the recent events, besides the mmtual understending and close
cooperation between the IExecutive snd Legislative branches, between the
Goverrment znd the Fopulation, I also would like to cominend various religious,
social, political organizations and versonalities of a1l social strata, With
their differences left aside, the above organizations and v»ersonalities heve
elther proclaimed their condemnation or actuslly contributed their efforts
in the close cooperation with the officials, théy have helved in trying to
solve the current and urgent problems which have arisen, 859601¢11j the
problen of helping the war victims.

" The Goverrment sincerely wishes to remember those generous acts and
calls uoon the povulation to work toward the important national efforts.

Cur Hation belongs to us, all of us, and in the difficult time ahead,
we have no right vo waste our resources, esvecially, we should not, for a
minor difference, stand aside and wait. We should contribute to the best
of our ability to the service of the uation and the Population,

To the Allied Forces and civilian organizations which have helped
efficiently the Govermment and the RViIAF in their efforts to destroy the
enamy &8 well as to help our people during the last few days, I would like
to express the gratitude of the Jaticn znd my own.

Gne of the Communist propaganda themes was that the U,S. Army had helved
the Communists in trying to force the formztion of a Cozlition Govermment.
ihat theme is an often used, mzlicious tactic wnich 2ims to break tae
monoiithic bloc formed by our forces and those of our illies.
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To the illies who have sent taeir trooss to fight in Vietnam, I would
like 1o convey my deevest gratitude for their understanding and their solid
and staunch support in helping us to Jreserve our independence and our
democratic regime. I certainly hope that the recent Communists! actions will
help our allies as well as other ﬁations, the world over, to recognize the
actusl nature snd the objectives of the Communists.

The more they get to imow the nature.and the objectives of the Cormunistis,
the more our fllies and other freacom loving countries will understznd and
aprrove the firm and resolute -osition of our country. ile have to deal
firmly with the enemy nol becanse we are beiligerent, but becsuse the
Communists are a stubborn and meiicious enemy., Tor them what they have been
celling zs Peeceis a trump cerd in their war stretegy. in example is the
recent Tet truce. They have trensformed it into the bloodiest campaign ever,

I wish to call upon the illies and other freedom loving Hations to size
up the difficulties our Hation is encountering snd to understand the position
of the' Republic of Vietnem. I hope that they £ll will support whole-heartedly
our pogition in any situation which mey come upn,.

The Govermment of the Republic of Vietnam wishes to asgert its stsunch
end solid position. I have requested 2z few govermments and some important
personalltles to find the most efficient way to trgnsmlt to Henoi my
standroints. Taey are: : ’

1. s a leader elected by the people of the South I call upon the morsl
responsibility of the ilortn Vietnam Uovernmen.t to cease its aggression, 1o
put zn end to the long sufferrance oi the Vietnamese nation, in the South
gs well as in the Horth.

2. The Vietnem wroblem ought to be solved by the dorth and South
government themseives.

5 I stand ready o meet the Hanol government to discuss the peace
restoration whenever #anoi gives some indication of its goodwill.

Uo to this day, there is no result whatsoever.

However, through their ever blatant and increasingly overt agression
and their treacnerous attempyfs during the Tet itruce all over Soutn Vietnam,
the Conmunists from the dorth have shown thet they still nurture the hope
for a totsl victory, military as well as well political in South Vietnam
or at least for a few military successes to use them as a bargain at a
conference table in exchange {or some politicel concessions.

Ls long as the Comunists do hot chenge their mind and their treacherous
practices, I feel that the illiess’
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1. 3Should not trust the peace declarations of the Communigsts.

R« Should not fell into the Communists' trap which is to stop our
self defense acticns, especially to stop the bombing in the Horth, then to
suffer heavier casualties and drsg the war iurther instead of moving toward:
neace.

3. Should, on the contrarj, keep on punishing the stubborn agressors
to open their eyes.

4. Should keevp on showing our good will for peace, keep on opening the
door for peace, for the Comminists will not move toward a frank and honest
peace until they rezlize that they can no longer win militarily and their
forces are totally devleted,

Iine2lly, to help the numercus war victims éuring the recent communists
attacks, I also wish to cell upon the various orgsnizations all over the
world, for their intense help, to relieve the hardship borne by the population.
I wourd like to c¢all attention to the fact that the Republic of Vietnam has
been supporting a heavy loed in the preservation of word peace. What we are
fighting in Vietnan, we ere fighting not only to preserve our lation from
Tzliing into the Communists'! hends, we are zlso fighting for the interaest of
Democracy to prevent the Communists' expension in the %World.

Mr. rresident of the 3enszte,

Mr. President of the House,

Distinguished Senators and Reoresentatives,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In the history of our long and arduous struggle against the war supported
and directed by the ilorth Viets, the first few days of the new lunar year
whica we have endured czn be counted as the most decisive and glorious days
ever,

By decisive, T mean this: It is the first time that the Communists have
committed all their full armed forces in their general offensive all over the
country, The atitacks are daring, foolhardy and they are characterized by a
last surge of efforts, without regard for cesualties.

By gloriocus, I mean this: In this decisive and stremuous challenge,
we have, one one hand, blunted the enemy military spearheads, destroyed the
great psrt of the enemy main forces. (n the other hend, we have developed
within the Population, the Army, an unified and solld spirit of cooperation
vhich is aimed at fighting against the cormon enemy snd to preserve the Hation.

The military victories and successes since January 30, 1968 are tremendous.
Weverineless, the political achievements are also 1mportant, by all means.
In tnis chellenge, all of us, the Executive and the Legislative Branches,
the Government and the Fopulation, the Soldiers and the (ivilians, we have
shown our solidsrity, our unyielding, unshzken spirit and determination.
We all know how to concentrate all owr efforts, we are ready to accept our
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responsibilities and if needed even sacrifice our lives. 41l of our efforts
are concentreted toward the destruction of the enewy, and the protection
of the Second Hepublic.

The close cooneration between the Executive and the Legislative branches,
between the fopulstion the Govermment snd the Army, during the decisive
recent fights is an encouraging sign to be besed upon to guide our future
efforts. That sign alsc indiczates that the cause of our strugzlie is cleecrer
than ever, This zlso indicates that the young and growing Second Republic
is strong enough to withstand and to overcome victoricusly the atbtscks in
21l fields,

In that spirit, I would like %o ask yon to pray with me for the solidsrity

of the whole povulation on their road toward an early and totsl victory over
the Communists'! eggression.

Thank you.

- 73 -

ACPAsngk:9 Mar. 1968



Arrete No. 261-ND/Th.T/CS of March 5, 1968,
determining organization and functions
of the Directorate General of Civil Service

THE. PRIME MINTSTER,
Considering the Constitution of April 1st, 1967;

Considering Decree No. 5-a/TT/SL dated November 9, 1967
defining the composition of the Government;

Considering Decree No. 6-SL/Th.T/VP dated November 17,
1967 establishing the Directorate General of (ivil Service;

ARRETES:

Art. 1 - The organization and funetions of the Directorate .
General of Civil Service are determined as follows:

Art. 2 - The Directorate General of Civil Service is in
charge of 8ll matters concerning Personnel Administration
and Legislation for public agencies throughout the country:

- gtudying and submitting to the Prime Minister proposals
on personnel policy, measures for Civil Service improve-
ment relating to persomnel msnagement and any method to
increase employees' productivity;

- making survey and proposals on principles and basie
reguiations of perscnnel management;

- giving agreement to Ministries in the organization of
cadres;

-~ administering common cadres personnel, technical cadres

of category A and cadres attached to the Prime Minister's
Cffice;
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- following-up and controlling the personnel management
in all ministries to secure conformity in the applicetion
of law and regulations;

- planning and submitiing personnel training programs;
organizing general training Courses for personnel of all
categories and specific training courses for adminis-
trative employees;

- encouraging technical agencies in the training field;

- making survey on relations among offices, between
public agencies with the pecple, and submitting proposed
impFovement measures to the Prime Minister;

-~ keeping personnel files and establishing statistices
on all persennel throughout the country .

Art, 3 - The Director General for Civil Service is
assisted by a Deputy General who will replace him in his
absence.

Art. 4 - The Directopate General of Civil Service is
composed of the following:

= F¥rivate Secretary Burean

« Administrative and Accounting Service

- Research and Legislation Directorate

- Personnel Administration Directorate

- Training and Public Relations Directorate
- Records and Statistics Service.

I. Private Secretary Bureau:

Art. 5 - The Private Secretary Bureau is headed by a
chief of Bureau and has the following functions:

-~ receiving and dispatching confidential ecorrespondence,
- examining particular matters,

-~ centralizing and submitting confidential correspondence
for signature,

- keeping classified records.

II, Administrative and Accounting Service:

Art. 6 - The Administrative and Accounting Service headed
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by & Chief of Service, is composed of 3 Bureaus and &
typing Poeol, with these functions:

Correspondence Bureau:

- receives, dispatches ordinary correspondence,
- gives informetion to the public,

Administrative Bureau:

- performs all general administrative operations relating
to the Directorate General

~ agsures internal security

- centralizes and submits ordinary correspondence for
signature

- makes arrangements for and follows-up the publication
of basic texts prepared by the Directorate General after
they have been approved or signed

- reviews newspapers and gets in touch with other
Directorates and Services to answer 2ll inquiries relating
to the Directorate General

- makes reports on the activities of the Directorate
General -

g8 serves as liaison between the Directorate General and
other agencies.

Personnel and Accounting Bureau:

- administers the Directorate General's Employees and
keeps their personnel records

- provides all the usual administrative services such as

budgeting, salary, material, inventory, properties and
vehicles, supply and social works.

Typing Pool:

- attached to the Chief of Service, is in charge of typing
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and mimeographing all drafts of the Directorate Genersl.

ITI. Research and Legislation Directorate:

Art. 7 - The Research and Legislation Directorate is
headed by a Director, classified as & Director in charge
of several Services.

It involves a number of specialists, assistant specialists
and a library manager with these tasks:

~ studying civil service policy, drafting programs and
plans for policy implementation, ’

- collecting and studying civil service system data of
foreign countries to implement the best points into the
Vietnamese Civil Service System,

~ drafting, revising interpreting laws and rules applied
to all career and non-career personnel, including war
veterans, their children or wodows, war handieapped persons,
and -members of recognized ethnic minority groups,

- cooperating with government lawyers or with the agency
delegated to plead legal matters concerning the direct
administered personnel of the Directorate General; examin-
ing appeals and grievances relating to Civil Service,

- organizing and managing the Directorate General's
Library.

Art, 8 - The library is run by a librarian having the

position of a Bureau Chief.

IV. Personnel Administration Directorate:

Art, 9 - The Personnel Administration Directorate
administers common cadres, technical cadres of category

A and special cadres attached te the Prime Minister's
Office; centrols the management of technical cadres person-~
nel from category Bl down and non=-career personnel assumed
by Ministries.
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This Directorate headed by a Director, is coﬁposed of
3 Bervices with these functions:

Art, 10 - Common-cedres Service

This Service is divided into three Bureaus:

Bureaus 1 and 2: administer common cadres personnel
(except disciplinary actions and promotions).

Bureau 3: assumes disciplinary actions and promotions
for all common cadres personnels

- organizes competive examinations to recruit common
cadres employees.

Art, 11 ~ Technical cadres Service:

-~ administers technical cadres personnel of category A
and cadres attached to the Prime Minister's Office.

This Service is divided into 2 Bureaus: Bureaus b and 5.

Art. 12 - Control Service:

- Tfollows«up and controls personnel management performed
by Ministries to assure conformity in the application of
personnel management regulations.

This service is divided inte 3 Bureaus:

Bureau 6: recruitment and appointments.

Bureau 7: eadmittance into cadre, conversion of rank, of
cadre, ieaves and transfers,

Bureau 8: promotions, disciplinary actions, compensation,
resignation, retirement and maintenance in Service.

V. Training and Public Relations Directorate:

Art. 13 - This Directorate is headed by a Director, classi=
fied &s a Director in charge of several services, and

- 78 -



asgisted by a number of specialists and assistant
specialists with these functions:

a. Pre-cniry aﬁd In-Service Training:

-  Planning employee training programs to meet immediate
and future needs;

-  Organizing general training courses for civil servants
and specific training courses for common cadres personnel;

- Keeping liaison with University Faculties and Pro-
fessional Institutlons to recommend them to teach subjects
necessary to -students who want to enter the civil service,
cooperating with the National Institute of' Administration
to insure the maximum utilization of facilities to meet
training requirements of Ministries;

- Assisting Ministries in determining their training
needs, and establishing training programs responsive to
these needs;

- Keeping coordination with the Directorate General of’
Planning to follow-up the utilization of Foreign Aid
facilities in the training field;

~  Collahorating with the Culture and Education Ministry
for employees training in foreign countries.

b, Public Relations:

-  studying policy and measures to improve relations
among agencies, and between public offices with the public;

- in charge of all matters concerning Union or Associ-
ations of employees;

- making surveys in helping government employees sub-
stantially: supply, housing, mutual credits, loans,
health protection, social activities, sound recreation,
ete, ..
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Art. 14 - The number of specialists and assistant
specialists mentioned in Articles 7 and 13 above is fixed
at 5 specialists and 5 assistants for the Research and
Legislation Directorate, 4 specialists and b assistants
for the training and Public Relations Directorate.

This number can be increased if reguired by Civil Service
needs.

Art., 15 -~ Specialists will get the position allowances
of Service Chief; assistant specizlists will get the
position allowances of Bureau Chiefs as in the Prime
Minister's Office.

Vi. Records and Statistics Service:

Art. 16 « The Records and Statistics Service is responsi-
ble for keeping personnel files of all employees through-
out the country, establishing statistics on all personnel,
keeping archives. It is directed by a Chief of Service
apd divided inte 2 Bureaus:

1. Bureau of Records: keeps personnel files of all
employees and keeps up-to-date these files; keeps all
records of the Directorsalte General,

2. DBureay of Statistics: maintains personnel fiches of
all employees; establishes statistics and makes reports
every three months as to the total number of employees,
categories and other necessary details,

Art. 17 - Ministers, Secretaries of State, Under Secre-
taries and the Director General for Civil Service are in
charge of the execution of this Arrete, as far as their

respective duties are concerned.

Saigon, March 5, 1968

s/ Nguyen van Loc
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A-

PRIME MINISTER

PERSONAL DATA

Profeasion. Teacher and Civil Servant

Education: )
- 1926 Graduated, High School of Pedagogy, Hanoi

_
-

OCCUPATIONAL DATA

Present positioné.
- May 25, 1958 Prime Ministex

Former positions:

1926-1937 High School Teacher, My Tho High School.

1937-1945  Primary Education Inspector, Tay Ninh Province.

1945 Chairman, Adminiggrative Committee,fTay Ninh
Province.

1946-1954  Abstained from partlcipatlng in any government.

- 1954-1955  Mayor of Saigon. '

~.1955-1964  Abstained from political actLV1ty.

i

- 1964 Chairman, Political Affairs Committee, Council
of Notables,

- 1964 Mayor of Saigon.

- 1964-1965 Prime Minister, Republic of Vietnam.

- 1967 "Campaignad for election to the Presidency.

Awards and decorations: None -

Political activities: Southern Renaisgance Movement,
’ Supreme Counaelor.

i S
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OTHER ‘DATA
Asgoclations, Clubs, Unioms:
- 1952 Active member, Vietnam.Red Cross.
- 1956-1960  Secretary General, Vietnam Red Cross.

Publications:

- 1964 lao Trung Lanh Van (poema), published by the
author.

- 1965 Bo Hoa Cuoi Mua (End-of-seaason flowers), poéms ,

’ published by the author.

- 1966 Kim Thach Ky Duyen (classical play), Khat Tri, .

Saigon.

. Special remarks:

-~ Incorruptible; dedicated; firm but somewhat inflexible.

- Congidered a geniune nationalist. Was removed as Prime
Minister in 1965 following his refusal to- bow to Buddhist
demands for a greater role in the government.

- Little cepability in English.



A. DERSONAL DATA

Bs

MINISTER OF STATE

"(Concurrently Minister of Open Arms)

Profession: Doctor of Medicine - Profaessor of Preventive

Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Saigon
University

IS |

Bducation:
-"1945 Medical Doctor degree, Hanol University
- 1954 Ph.D. in Public Health, Harvard University, USA

OCCUBAT;ONAL DATA

Foxmer positions:

-

1945
1945

1945
1946-1947

1947-1948

1949-1962
1963-1964

1965

- 1966
1966 (Sept) Member, Constituent Assembly

1367-1968

Editor, Binh-Minh newspaper.

Advisor for Youth Affairs in the Tran Trong Kim
Government. ’

Publisher of Thiet Thuc newspaper.

Physician in,the Shanghai Fourth City Hospital,
China.

Political advisor to Emperor Bao Dai,
concurrently Minister of Information in the
Nguyen Van Xuan Government.

Private pracritioner directing a private
practice in Jaigon.

Lecturer in Preventive Medicine, Faculty of
Medicine, Saigon University.

Chairman, Gia Dinh City Council.

Chairman, National Political Congress.

Private practice in Saigon.
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c.

OTHER DATA

Political activities: .

Special remarks:

1939
1940
1945
1945-1946
1946-1948
1948
1949-1951
1952-1954
19541955

1955-1956

1957-1958
1959

1960-1963

Prime Cuong De's Phue Quoe Party.

Dai Viet Dan Chinh Party.

Founder of- Giapbat camp to feed 5,000 bLcpgars
and Bao Nong Doan (Country Protection Group)

to popularize national language and hygiene.
Leader of anti-Communist and anti-Colonialist
movements. o :
Fled to China, patrticipated in negotiations
with the French. -
Organized the Vietnam Press Agency and Dan Huan

. Vu (People's Education Affairs).

Organizer of the Vietnam Republican Party in
France. .

Contacted American lebor Unions and Afro-Asfian
leaders in the United States.

Made trips to Africa, Middle East and Asia to
establish the anti-Colonialist Front.

-Returned to Vietnam, collaborated with DIai Viet,

Vietnam Quoc Dan Pang, Phuc Quoc Hoi and Cao Dai
Lien Minh Parties of the opposition and was
arrested.

Organized the Democratic Group.

Elected Deputy in District II, Saigon, but was
prosecuted on trumped up charges.

After an attempted coup d'etat, was deported

and held on Con Soa iezland.

~ An ardent nationalist.
- Phan Khac Suu's rumning mate in the 1967 presidential

election.

= Took a leading role in the deliberation which resulted in
the drafting of the new Constitution.
- Fluent Engiish.


http:Leader.of

MINISTER OF STATE

(Concurrently Head of the Inspectorate Institute)

I

Profeseion: Career Government Employee (retired)

Education: '
- 1925 Diploma, Chasseloup Laubat High School, Saigon

CCCUPATTIONAL DATA

Former positions: ‘
~ 1924-1930 Administrative Assistant.
- '1931-1939 . Field Administrator.
1940-1954" Chief of Cabilnet pr Director of Cabinet of
various government departments.
11955-1960  Chilef Inspeitor for Administrative & Fingncial
Affalrs, GVN..
- 1964 ~ Member, Council of Notables.
- 1964 Member, National High Council.
1955«1968 President, South Vietnam Association for
Buddhist Studies.

OTHER DATA

Religious activities:
- 1959-1963 Vice President, Vietnam General Buddhist

Assoclation. )
- 1961-1964  Deputy Chajrman, World Fellowship of Buddhisats.
- 1966 Advisor to the Associlation of Inter-School
Alwmni .

-~ 1967 President, Kien Hga Mutual Aid Association.




Decoration:
- 1954 National Order of Vietnam, 5th class.

Principal works: :
- Since 1954 Editor and Publisher of a Buddhist Monthly

Review (Tu-Quang) and various books in
Vietnamegse and French on Buddhism.

Special remarks: ) :
- Running mate of Prime Minister Huong in 1967 presidential

election. .
- Has the traditional Vietnamese leadership virtues - age

and experience, integrity, and unselfishness. :
- Little capability in English. )



MINISTER_OF STATE

PERSONAL, DATA
Profession: Professor of Economy at the Dalat and Saigon
Universitiea

" Education:

' brincipal works !

- 1942 Licentiate of Law, Hanol
.= 1952 Agrepe {(Ph.D.) in Lconomica, Faculty of Lav,
Paris University, France. -

" OCCUPATIONAL DATA

Former positions:

- 1951-1953  Assistant Dean, Faculty of Law, Hanoi Univeruity.
1953-1954 Mianister of fducatioun. }
1955-1956 Governor, Nartional Bahlk.

1957-1963 Dean, Faculty of Law, Saigon University.
1961-1963 Vice-Prosident, National Econorlc Council.
1963-1967 Writer and Professor.

L)

1

Gther curvent positions:
- Head of the Pust-War Planning Study Group, in collaboration
with Dr. David LIllienthal since February 7, 1967.
« Chairman, Viectnam Lawyexrs Association.
- Chairman, Duy Linh (By the Spirit) Cultural, Associatiopn.
~ Member, Mational Planning Cpuncil.

OTIIER DATA

=« 1951 The ‘Communalist BEconomy of Vietnam, Hanei.
- 1952 An Intreduction to Economics, Hanoi.
- 1962 ZLectures on Economicy, Saigon.



~ 1955 Problems Resulting From The Dissolutfon of tha
Indochinese Monetary Union, Saigon.

- Various essays in Vietnamese, French and English published
in Saigon newspapera.

Special remarks:
- Works very well with Americans (Thuc/Lilienthal Group).
- Participated In international economic conferences
(IMF, UNESCO).
- He and brother, Vu Quoc Thong, were unsuccessful Senatorial
candidates in 1967.
- Fluent English.

i



A. PERSONAL DATA

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS i

Profasoion:

i
| !

Lawyer and University Professor

- 1942 Licentiate of Law, Hanol University

B, OCCUPATIONAL DATA

Former positions:

1945
1945-1948

1949-1952

1953-1954
1954-1956
1957-1960
1961
1962
1962-1963

1963

1964
1965-1967

Chief of Cabinet, Ministry of Justice.
Director of Justice, Democratic Republic of
Vietnam.

-Resigned as Director of Justice and fled to

South Vietnam.

Lawyer in Saigon.

Secretary of State at the Prime Minister's O0ffice. -
Minister of Information and Youth.
Journalist.

Chief of the VN Delegation to Geneva.
Ambassador to Tunisia,

Ambassador to U.S.

Special envoy to (ambodia; Liberia (1965)
Professor of Political Science at the Dalat
University.

1967 (Sept) Senator: - Chairman, Senate Information & Foreign

C. OTHER DATA

Principal Works:

Affaira Committee.

= Critical studies in law, politics and information.
- Contributor to several Vietnamese and French newspapers.

Special Remarks:

- Was a close friend of Ngo Dinh Diem.
- Intelligent, energetic administrator.
= Authoritarian in attitude.

- Some capability in English.
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MINISTER OF INTERIOR

A, PERSONAL DATA

Profession: Military officer and diplomat

Education:

- 1947 Aspirant (graduaté) Dalat Military academy

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA

Former positions:

~ 1954
- 1957

- = 1957 (March)
- 1958 (Feb)
- 1960 (Sept)
- 1961 (May)
- 1962 (Dec)
- 1963
-~ 1964 (Feb)

- 1964

- 1964 (Oct)

- 1965 (Nov)
¢. OTHER DATA -

Decorations:

Obtained Rank of Major.

Acting Chief, ARVN General Staff.
Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics.
Cozmander ofi the 4th Field Division.
Commander of the 5th Field Division.
Commander ofi the 2lst Division.
Chief of Joint Staff,

Rank of Major General.

Minister of Defense, concurrently Commander in
Chief of RVN Armed Forces.

Rank of General.

Ambassador to the U.S.

Ampassador to the Republic of .China.

= Four Gallantry Crosses with silver stars.
- Seven Gallantry Crosses with pglm.

]

National Order of Vietnam, frgm 5th to 2nd class.

-~ Vietnam Campaign Medals 49,54, 60.
- Staff Service Honor Medal, First Glass.

i)

Army Distinguished Serxrvice Order, First Class.
Armed Forces Honor Medal, First Class.
Armed Forces Service Medal, Second Class.



Alr Force Distinguished Service Order, First Glass.
Alr Gallantry Medal, Golden Wing.

Chuong My Medal, First Class.

Civic Actions Honor Mesdal, First Class.

Hazardous Sexvice Medal.

]

Special remarks:
- Qut of Vietnam since 1964.
- Fluent English.

* e o -
B i



A. PERSONAL DATA

MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND WAR VETERANS

Profession:

Education:
1938 Baccalaureate, II Part, Hanoi

1940 Studies of Economy and Social Welfare, Hanoi University
1940 Graduated from Tong Officers School, Son Tay, North VN
1951 Graduated, General Staff School, Paria

-

Military Officer

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA

Former positions:

1952-

1953
1953

1954-1955
1956-1963
1964
1965
1966
1966
1967-1968

C. OTHER DATA

Decorations: .

Chief of Military Cabilnet for Chief of State
Bao Dal.

Commander of Coastal Regioms.

Concurrently General Imspector of Military
Expenses and Chief of the General Joint Staff, ARVN.
General Inspector of the RVN Armed Forces.
Political exile in.France.

Deputy Chief, General Staff AF RVN.

Chief of Quang Trung Training Center.

Chief of the Central Training Center.

Chief of General Joint Staff ARVN.

Ministry of Defense in the Nguyen Van Loc
Government. .

- Grand officer of the Natjonal Qrder of Vietnam.
Army Distinguished Service Order, lst class.

Air Force
Training

Distinguished Servicg Order, lst class.

Service Honor Medal, lst class.

Staff Service Honor Medal, lst class.
Various Gallantry Crossesg.

Special remarks:
- Holdover from Loc Cabinet.
- Some capability in English.



A.

cl

MINISTER OF JUSTICE

PERSONAL DATA

Profession: Lawyer, Journalist, Civil Servant

Education:
- Licentiate of Law, Hanoil University, 1938
- Advanced studies Iin Economice & Soclal Sciences, Saigon
University.

OCCUPATIUNAL DATA

Former positions: .
- 1939-1943 Offices in the French Infantry.
~ 1943-1945 Customs Controller.
- 1945 Commander of South Vietnam Civil Guards.
- 1945-1951  Organized resistance against the French.
- 1950-1955 Owner and publisher of weekly "Tien Thu'.
--1950~1955 -Co-Editor of '"Le Song".
~ 1952-1968 Lawyer, Saigon.
- 1964 President, High National Council.
- 1964 Council of Notablas .
~ 1964-1967  Legal Advisepr for. the Chairman, National
Leadership Committee. :

OTHER DATA
Palicical activities:
- 13945 Founder of the VN-Independence Party (with
Ngo Van Lam & Ho Van Nga).
- 1945 Founder of VN Demgcratic Socialist Party.

Special remarks:
~ Claasmate of Gemeral Duqng Vag Minh ("Big'") Minh and old
friend of Prime Minister Huong. '
- On Council of Notables after Diem's overtirow.
- Some capability in English.



A. PERSONAL DATA

Profession: Dentist, Teacher

Education:
~ 1951 Doctor of Dental Medicine, Northwestern University, USA
- 1955 Master of Public Health, Yale University, USA

H

R. OCCUPYATIONAL DATA

¢

Former positions:

- 1946-1947 Recording officer, Saigon Court of First Instance.

- 1948-1951 Student at Northwestern University.

~--1952-1961  Private practitiomer directing a private practice
on Tu Do, Saigon.

- 1955-1956 Deputy Dean of School of Medical Assistants.

- 1961-1963 Deputy Secretary, Department of Health.

- 1966-1967 Minister of Education.

- 1963-1968 Professor, Saigon Faculties of Medicine &
Dental Medicine.

Other current positionsg:
- Member of Vietnam anti-Tuberculosis League. -
- Vietnam Boy Scout Association.
- Vietnam Dental Association.
- American Society of Oral Surgery.

5. OTHER DATA

" gpecial remarks: )
- Gets along well with Americans and with Vietnamese military.
- Fluent English.

ERM" -



MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH, SOCIAL
WELFARE, 'AND RELIEF

A. PERSONAL DATA .

Profession: Doctor of Medicine

Education:
- 1946 Local Baccalaureate, Saigon
1946-1951 Non-Residence Doctor of Hospitals
Hospital Clinic at Saigon Hospital
1952-1954 Lt. Medicine, lst Battalion of Parachutists of
Vietnam
Training at the Faculty of Medicine of Paris
Medical Resident in Paris Hospitals
Graduate in Hematology, Paris

Marital gtatus: Married, 2 children

B. OCCUPATIONAT. DATA

Former positionsa: '
1956-1960 Chief of Medical Clinic Service, Saigon.
1960-1963 Assistant to the Saigon Faculty of Medicine.
1963-1966  Lecturer, Saigon Faculty of Medicine.
1966-1967 Coumissionexr for Health, in the Nguyen Cac Ky

‘ Government . o _
1967-1968 Minister of Heath in the Nguyen Van lLoc Government.

G. OTHER DATA

Deacorations:
- Knight of the National Order of Vietnam.
~ Gallantry Cross with Gold Star,
- Chuong My Medal, First Class.

Special remarks:
- Continued from Ky and Loc Governments.
- Raises tropical fish. -
- New Ministry combines heglth, social welfare, and relief.
- Some capability in English.



A.

MINISTER OF ECONOMY

PERSONAL DATA

Profession: Economic Advigor

Educat jon:
-~ 1956 M.S. in Geological Engineering, Montana School of
Mines, USA ’

OCCUPATIONAL DATA

Former positions:
- 1957 Director Founder of the ''Wietnam Automotive

Battery Manufacturing Company" in Bien Hoa.

1958-1961 University Professor, Hue & Safgon Universities.

1962~1964  Secretary Genmeral, Hue Unlversity, Central Vietnam.

1964-1966  Assistant in charge of Craft & Industry, Ministry
of Economy.

1966-1968 Deputy Chalrman, Board of Administrators, Foremosat

Company .

C. OTHER DATA

Associations:
- Member, American Mining & Metallurgical Engineer Association.

Decorations:
= First prize ian eloquence, Rotary Club in Montana, USA.
= Bronze Medal in lecturing, Seven Western States, USA.

Works:
- Industrial Development of Vietnam.

Special remarks:
- Articulate, aggresgive and aomawhat critical in the past
of the GVN.
- Fluent English.



MINISTER OF FTNANCE

A. TLRSONAL DATA

Profession: Public Administrator

Education:
- 1934 High School Diplome, My Tho, South Vietnam
- 1935-1936+* Two years-undergraduate work st Petrus Ky, Ssigon

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA

Former positilons:
~ 1936-1945 Customs Clerk
1945-1948 Senior Clerk, Residence of France in Cambodia. -
1948-1961 Assistant Administrator, Government of Vietnam,
© Saigon.

1961~1963 Administrator, Super Class - Director General
for Budget and Foreign Aid.

1963-1964 Commissioner of Finance.

1965-1967 Director General of Budget and Foreign Aid.

1967-1968 Miniater of Finance, in the Nguyen Van Loc
Government .

.

Tor

C. .OTHER DATA

Special remarks:
= Serves concurrently as Director General of Budget and
Foreign-Aid, in which capacity he repoxts directly to
the Fresident.
~« Little capability in English.

’
. e ———n |



C.

MINISTER OF INFORMATION

PERSONAL DATA

Profession: Econnmist, Journalist

Education:
- Baccalaureate in PhilosoPhy, Hanoi
- B.S. in Economics, London School of Economlcs, England
- 1962 Ph.D. in Political Sciences, Geneva, Switzerland

OCCUPATIONAL DATA -

Former positions: ‘

- 1560-1962 Press Secretary at the Presidency.

- 1963-1964  Director General of Vietnam Press.

- 1964-1965 Director of Cabinet of People'’s Claims.

+ 1965-1968 Writer for several foreign magazines, and the
English language Saigon Daily News.
Editor of the Vietnam Guardian.
Daputy Dean of Sociology and Professor of
Political Sciences at the Van Hanh University,
Saigon.

OTHERX DATA

Special remarks:
-~ Has been critical of US and GVN.
~ His paper was suppressed in 1966 (The Vietnamese Guardian).
= Well-informed, bold -eritic with ability, energy, and
patriotism.
- Fluent English,.

.



A.

B.

C.

MINISTER OF LAND REFORM & AGRICULTURE

PERSONAL DATA

Prédfession: Agronomist

Education:
- 1956 Degree - Agronomy Engineer, Toulouse, France

OCCUPATTONAL DATA

Former positions:
= 1956-1959 Specialisgt at “the Directorate General of Planning.

- 1959 Specialist at the Directorate General for Budget
and Foreign Aid.

- 1959-1961 Technical Director, Sugar Companies of Binh Duong,
Tuy Hoa, Quang Ngal.

~ 1962-1963 Director of Program, Directorate General of Budget
and Foreign Ald.

- 1964 Assistant to the Minister of Finance, concurrently,
Chairman Sugar Companies Binh Duong, Tuy Hoa,
Quang Ngai.

- 1965 Commissioner General of Economy and Financa.

- 15656 Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister.

- 1967-1968 Minister of Economy in ;he Nguyen Van Loc
Government.

Other current positions:
- President, Association of Agricultural Engineers & Experts.
- Member, Inter-School Association.
~ Member, Association of Vietnamese Engineers & Experts.

+

OTHER DATA

Special remarks:
= Fluent Engligh.

-



B.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS,
COMMUNICATION, AND TRANSPORTATION

PERSONAL DATA

Profassion: Civil Engineer

Education:
- 1960 Government Civil Engineer (Ingenieur des Ponts-et-
Chausseeg), Paris.
- 1962 Advanced Studies in ECDan1CB, Harvard Univeraity,
USA.

OCCUPATIONAL PATA
-7

Former pogitions:

1962-1963 Chief of Technical Studies.

1963-1966 Engineer, An Hoa - Nong Son Industrial Cowmplex.

19566-~1967 Technical Director, An Hoa - Nong Son Industrial
Complex.

1967~1968 Minister of Communicatien & Transportation in
the Nguyen Van Toc Government.

t

1

t

Other current positions:
~ President, Vietnamese Asaociation of Engineers & Techuicians.
- Chairman, Committee for Economic Self~sufficiency.
- Member, American Econowic Association.

OTHER DATA

Special remarks:
~ Presently 34 years old
- Holdover from Loc Cabinet who has ratained services of
previous Public Works Minister (Engineer BUU DON).
- Some capabillity in Emglish. .

s s
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MINISTER OF LABOR

A.. PERSONAYL DATA

Profession: Attornmey, Economist, Socilologist, Civil Servant

Education:
~ 1934 Bachelor of Philossphy
~ 1938 Licentiate of Law, Hanoi

B. OQCCUPATIONAL DATA

Former positions: .

-~ 1945 District Chief of ¥Kim Anh, Phue Yen province,
North Vietnam.

- 1957 ° Lawyer at the Saipon Court of Appeal.

- 1t64 Minister of Labor in the Nguyen Khanh Government

-~ 106A4~-1965 Minister of Social Welfare in the lst Tran Van
Huonp Government.

Other current positioms: .
- Advisor to Labor Unions. :
- ‘Ghairman, Federation of Asian Labor Uniona.
- Fkresident, Social Research Center, Saigon.

C. OTHER DATA

Pringipal, Works:
~ books on Economy and Labor.

Special remarks:
- Has participated in many international labor conferences.
- Regards Prime Minister Hiong as an inspiring leader with
a sound program.
- I8 good friend of CVI's Tram Quoc Buu.
- Some capability in English.



MINISTER FOR ETHNIC DEVELOPMENT

PERSONAL DATA

Profession: Tesacher

_ _ ‘

Education:
- High School Diploma, 1945

OCCUPATIONATL DATA

Former positions:
- 1943-1948  School teacher.

1948-1963 Director of the Elementary School of Kontum.

1963-1965 Deputy Province Chief, Kontum.

1966 (March)Special Commissioner for Montagnards Affairs
in the Ky Gavernnment.

1967-1968 Minister ofyEthnic Development in the
Nguyen Van lLoc Government.

OTHER DATA

Awards:
- National Order Medal 5th and 4th class.
= Chuong My Medal lst and 2nd class.
- Leader of the Phong Trao Thuong Czo Nguyen (Central
Highlands Montagnard Movement}.

Publications:
- Yarious brochures and negwspaper articles on the Montagnards.

Specyel remarks:
- Fride of the Montagnards.
- Some capability in English.



ir’

C.

MINISTER AT THE bFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

. {Secretary of State for Executive Affairs)

PERSONAL DATA

Profession: Career Civil Servant
I e,

Education:
- Baccalaureate of Philosuphy
- Diploma in Law, University of Saigon

Marital status: Married, 4rchildren

OCCUPATIONAL DATA

Former positioms:
- 1954-1955 Deputy Director of Finance in South Vietnam.
- 1956-1957 DPirector of city, provincial, and willage budgets.
- 1958 Graduate training (on the job) - University of
Michigan.
-~ 1959-1961 Secretary General., Minister of Bducation.
-~ 1962-1963 Director of Budget & Accounting, Ministry of

Defense.
- 1964 Director of Cabinet, Ministry of Defense.
- 1965 Minister of Finandca.

- 1965-1966  Director of Cabinét, Ministry of Defense
concurrently Director General of Finance and
Audit, Ministry of Defense.

- 3966-1967 Director of Cabinet, Ministry of Education.

- 1967-1968 Director of Cabinek, Ministry of Defense.

QTHEK DATA

Special remaxks:
- (ongsidered to be a person of Integrity and straight
forwardness. .
- Resigned his post in Defense Ministry in 1963 as Chief of
Adminigtration when facilities of his directorate were used

by the Diem Govermmant to print anti-Buddhist literature.
~ Fluent English.



BIODATA

THE CABINET

Government of Vietnam

Janvary 1968
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PRIME MINISTER'

Profession: Lawyer

Education:
- DLicentiate of Law, Montpellier, 1954
~ Graduated from.Institute of Administration and Flnance

Montpellier, 1955 ‘
~ Diploma of Advanced Studies in Criminal Lew, Paris, 1964

I
Former positions: .
~ Lawyer at Saigon Court of Appeal, since 1955
~ Lecturer at National Institute of Administration, since 1955
- Cheirman of Army-People Council, November 1966
~ Vice Chairman of Committee for Drafting Electorald Laws,
May 1966

- Commissioner for Information, Polltlcal Affairs Committee
of the Army-People Council, since July 1966

- Associations, Clubs, Unions:

- Board member of the saigon Bar Associstion

~ Chief of Information Section of Wer Victims Relief Committee
(Vietnam Red Cross)

- Advisor of the Union for Human and Civil Rights of-Vietnem

- _Becretary General of the Inter-School Assoglation

Publications:
- Giai Cap {Social Classes), novel, Song Chung, Saigon, 1948
- Ten Binh (Remnants), novel, 33190n 1948
- Ioan (Rebellion)}, novel, Salnon l9h9
- Bong Ngay Xanh (Vbuthful Days), collected poems, Salgon 1960
- Dlen Dan Tu Do (Free Tribune), collected poems, 1966 .

- 82



CHAIRMAN, PRIME MINISTER'S COMMITTEE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE REFCRM

and

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ADMINISTRATION RECTOR

/

Profession: University Professor

Education: -
- Doctor of Law, Paris, 1950
- Agrege in Public Lew, Paris, 1962

Other current positions:
- Assistant Dean, Faculty of Law; Saigon' University, 1962

- Member, Council of Notdbles, 196k

Publications:
~ Doctoral dissertation: Khai niem Quyet Dinh Hanh Chanh

(The Concept of Administrative Decision)), Paris, 1950
- Iuwat Hien Phap va Chinh Tri Hoc (Constitubional Law and

Political Science), Saigom, 1867
Frequent newspaper and magazine articles on Government

reform.

-83 -



SECRETARY COF STATE

IN CHARGE QF RELATIONS WITH THE NATICMAL ASSEMBLY

Profession: University Professor

Education:
- Doctor of Iaw, Saigon University, 1965

Former positions:

- Officer, RVFAF, 1951-1958

- Erecutive Officer, National Assembly, 1958-1953

- General Menager, Council of Wotables, 1963-196k

- Director of Csbinet, Prime Minister's Office, 1954-19565

- Deputy Commissioner General of InteRior, 1955-1966

- Professor of Political and Administrative ociences,
Wational Institute of Administration, Saigon: 19066-1907

- Special Commissioner for Administrative Affairs, July 1966
to November 9, 1967

Decorations:
- Chuong My Boi Tinh {Merit Medal) lst Class

Publications:
- Doctoral dissertation La Democratie-en Asie



]

FOREIGH AFFATRS

Profession: Doctosr of Medicine

Educetion:

Doctor of Hedicine, Paris University, Irance, 193

Pormer positions:

—

-

Director, Militsry Medical Corps, 1951~1954

Leader of Viet Mam Delegation to Ceneva Cohference, 195L
Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Ngo dinh Diem Government,
1954-1.955

Deputy Prime IMinister in the Phan huy Quat Government, 1965

Bresent position:

Minister of Foreipn Affairs in the Nguyen cao. Ey government,
June 1965; consecutively in the Nguyen van Loc Government,
9 Wovember 1966 N

Associations, Clubs, Unions:

President, Anti Tuberculosis League, since 1956

President, Vietnamese M2dical Assoclation, since 1957
President, AsSociation for Assistance to Flood Vietims In
Central Vietnam, 196k

Honorary Chairman, Vietnam Veterans Association

Honorary Chairman, Association for the Protection of Orphans

- 35 -



DEFENSE

Profession: Military Officer.

- Baccalaureate, IIL Part, Hanoi 19308
- Studies of Economy and Social Welfare, Hanoi University, 1940
~ Graduated Chief of Staff, Paris, 1951

Former positions:
- Chief of Military Cabinet for Chief of State Bao Dai
- Commander of Coastal Reglons
~ Concurrently General Inspector of* hllltary Expenses and
Chiel of the General Joint Staf;, ARVN
- Political exile in France 1954-1953
-~ Chief of Quang Trung Training Center
- Chief of the Central Training Center
- Chief of General Joint Staff ARV



"

o

TITERIOR -
Profession: Military Officer (Lieutendnt General) RVNAF

" Bducation:
-~ Baceclaureate, II Part., Albert Sarraut Uigh Schoosl, Hanoil
- Graduate, Tong Officers School, Worth Vietnam, 1940
- Graduate, Highey, School of Staff, Paris, 1953
-~ Graduate, Staff and Command College, Fort Leavenworth, USA, 1953

Former positions:

~ Qommander, IV liilitory District - 1955-1958
Chief of Stalf, Special Military Staff, Defense Ministry,
1959-1950
Deputy Chiel of Joint General Staff for Logistics Affairs,
1951-52 :
Commander, 22nd Infantry Division, 1.953-1956k
Director, Directorabe of Military Security - 1955
Minister of Information and Psychological Warfare in the
Phan huy Quat Government., from February to June 1955
Chief of Staff, RVNAF, 19565-1956
Commissioner General of National Security in Nguyen cao Ky
Government April 1956-lovember 1957

]

]

Decorations: )
~ Commandéer of National Order of Vietnam, 1955
~ Knight of Hational Order of Vietnam, 1952
Officer of National Order of Vietnam, 1955
rand Officer of the Hational Order of Vietnam, 196k
Army Distinsuished Service Order, lst class
Chuong liy (Merit), lst class, 1954
4 Citétions, Armed Forces level
1 Citation, Corps level with Gallantry Cross

1

1

]

1

Special Remarks:
- new Ministry combines Hational Police and ¥ocal governmént
affairs
- announced program places equal emphasis on security and
provineial administrative reform.
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JUSTICE
I
Profession: Lawyer

.

Education: )
- Licentiate in Law, Hanoi, 1952

Marital status: Morried, 6 children

Former positions:

~ Director of Tey Ho Private School, Da Nang, 1952-1954

- Da Mang City Counsellor, 1953-1954

- Chief of Cabinet, Ministry of Tnterior, 195k

-~ Director of Political Affairs, Ministry of Interior, 1955

- Judge in Pleilm, Kontum, Central Vietnam, 1955~1960

- Substitute Presiding Judge, Tribunsl of the First
Instance, Saizon, 1950-1955

- Vice Cheirman of the People/Military Council., 1966-1967

-~ Chaivman of the Committee for Drafting Electoral Laus,
1857. . . .. N . —
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ECCHGLY

Profession: Anromist

£
L
Degree fgronomy Engineer, Toulouse, France - 1956

Former poasitions:

-

i

Specialist at the Directoraté General of Planning,
19055-1959

Specialist at the Dlrectora te GeneralHr Budget snd Foreian
Aid, 1959

Technical Director, 'Sugar Comnanies of blnh Duong., Tuy

Hos, Quang Tgai -~ 1959-1061

Dlrecno; of Prowram, Directorate General of Budret and.
Foreign Aid, 1952-1953

Assistant to the Minister of Finance, concurrently,

Chairman Sugar Companies Binh Duong, Tuy Hoa, Quang Ngai,
1964

Commissioner General of Economy and Finance, 1965

Senior Advisor to ‘the Prime Minister, 1966.
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-FINAYCE

Profe331on. “Public Admlnlstfator

Rellglan' Gﬁﬁfuc1an

Former p051t10ns.

-

Customs Clerk, 10h0~:|.9h5

Senior Clerk, Residence of France in Cambodla 1945-19h8
Assistant Administrator, Government of Vletnam, Saigon,
1gh8-61

Administratep; Supér flass - Director General fbr Budget
and Poreign Aid, 1961-1963

Commissioner of Flnance, 1963-1964

Director General of Budgét and Foreign Aid, 1055-1967

—

Spe01al Remarks: -

-

serves concurrently'as'Dlrector Generzl of Budget and
Foreign Aid, in which capaCLﬂy he reporfs directly to
the Pre51dent ;

I



EDUCATION AND CULIURE.

Profession: Lasryer
IS

Edvecation:
~ Degree - ‘Doctor of Law, Paris
-~ Advanced Studies on Sc1ences/Econom1cs/Soc1al Sciences,
Payris, 1956

Formey p031t1ons' ) ' .
- - fpecialist, Nationsl Senk of Vietnam
_ = DProfessor, FuCQlLy of Lar, Salron
- Professor, NIA, Saigon
- Dean of Faculty of Lew and Social Sciences, Can Tho University
- lember of the Doard, National Bank of Vietnam
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REVOLUTIORARY DEVELCPLENT

I Y

Profession; Military Officer

Former positions:
~ Private Schools, 1S40-1950
- Military Training Course (Session I, in ¥am Dinh), 1951
- Director of Vietnam Mllltary'Academy and LBditor of the
Military Review, 1952-1065
-— Commissioner General of Information and Open Arms,

1965-1967

-Publications: ’
- Mien Cao Nguyen: Cac Sac¢ Toc Thuong (The Highlands -
The Ethnic Minorities)
- Vai Tro Quan Doi 5 Cac Huoe A Phi (The Role of the ArmJ
in the Asian-African Nations)
- Canh Tan Trong Lien Tuc Lich Su (The Renovation in the
Continuity of History)



QPELl ARTAS

Profession: Public Administrator

Education:
- Greduate of Oxford (Tondon) in Political.Sciences

Former positiohs:
-~ Esso Technician
- Commissioner »f Labor in Ky Government
© = 8pecial Assistant to Prime Minister Ky
- Commissioner of Social Welfere in the Ky Government.’
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PUBLIC - WORKS

Profession: Civil Engineer

Education:
~ Government Civil Engineer (Ponts & Chaussees), Paris,
1953

- Engineer, School of Petroleum Reflnery'and Motors,
Paris, 1958

Former positions:
~ Chief of Service, Ministry of Public Wbrks, 1960-1963
- Chief of Service, in charge of 0il Refinery, Ministry
of Beonomy, 1963
- Assistant Dixrector General of Planning, 1964-1965
- Director General of Highways, Ministry of Public Works,

1955-1957



COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPORTATION

Profession: Civil Engineer

Education;
- Government Civil Engineer -~ Ingenieur des Ponts-et-

Chausgsees, Paris, 1060

Former positions:
- Engineer, An Hoa-Nong Son Industrial Complex, 1961-1956
- Technical Director. An Hoa Mongz Son Industrial Complex,
1966~1967

- G5 =



VETEPANS AFFATRS

Profession: Doctor of Med101ne

Education:
- Doctor of Medicine, Henoi University, 1951
- Attended the Flight Surgeon Course at Randolph Air
Force Base Texas, 1956

Pormev 9051tlons'

~ Azmy liledical Corps, (Ist Lieutenant), 1951

- Senior Doctor, 20th Battalion, 1951

- ‘Senior Doctor, 75th Battalion, 1953

- Physician (Captain)concurrently Assistant to Senior
Surgeon Vo Tanh Hilitary Hospital, 1953-1954

~ Physician, Chi Lang dMilibtary Hospital, 195L-1955

- BSenlor Surgeon, Fguyen Hue and Giai Phong Operations,
1955

- Seniocr Surgeon, Air Force- Hospltal 1956

~ Senior Surgeon, Flight Personnel Medical Center, 1957

- Senior Surgeon (Major) RV Air Force, 1959

- Lieutenant Colonel, September 1964

- - Commissisner for Ybuth and Sports in the Phan huy Quat

... Goverhment,. February 1655

- Commissioner. for Veterans Affairs in the Ngu yen cao Iy
Government, Harch.1, 1966~November 1967

Decorations, Aﬂaras. N :
- Inight of the National Order of Vletnam
~ Air Force Distinguished Service Orde¥, 2nd Class
- Gallentry Cross with Golden Star
. = Gallantry Cross with Silver Star .
- Armed-Forces ﬂonor tedal )
- Stalff Service Hondr Medal, 1st Class
- Technical Service 'Honor hedal )
- (ood CondGuct KHedal -
- Vietnam Campeign Medel (1949-195k and 1960)
- Armed Forces Snr'lce Hedal



Dr. Honsg

Decorations, Awards (continued)
- Alr Serv1ce Iedal
- Chuong Ify (Merit) Medal, 1st Class
- Police Honor Medal
- “Loahor Medsl
- Ven Phi iMedel (Republic of China)

Associations, Clubs:
- Charter liember, Hoi Hoa Si Tre Vietnam (Vietnam
Association of Young Painters), 1956
- Honorary President, Hoi Giekhoi (Cutdoors Assoclatlon)

1967 .
- Counselor, Hoi Fuongz Dao Vietnam (Vletnam Boy Seouts
Association)
~ Member, Selection Committee for Leadershln bcholarshlps
- lof7



PUBLIC HEALTH

Profession: Doctor of Hedicine
E . S

Eguecation:

—

-

-

Local Baccalaureate, Saigon, 10L6

Won-Resident Doctor of Hospltals. 19h6-1951

Hospital Clinic at Saigon Ilosnital

Lt. Medicine. lst Battalion of Parachutists of Viel: 18m,
16521050

Assistant bo Professor harbureau st Cedizon Feernlidy of
Kedicine )
Training at the Faculty of Medicine of Paris

Medical Resident of Paris Hospluals

Graduate in Hematology

Lecturer at Saigon Faculty of Medicine

Former positions:

Chief of Medical Clinic Service, Ssigon
Commissioner for Health, in the Hﬂugen cao Kr 5overnment;
1960-1957 e -



SOCIAL VELFARE AND REFUGEES

Professicn: Doctor of ledicine

Date and place of birth: Eanoi, North Vietnam
Education:
~ Degree liedicine Doctor, Waval Health,. Bordea , France

1956, Specialist - Troplcal Medicine

Former position: :
- Doctor of Medicine, ARVII, 1957-1955
-~ Cormissioner for Anul-CJmanlst Refugees- in Nguyen cao Ky
Government., 1956-1937
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BTHIITC DEVELOPLEET

ProTessisn: Teacher

Educetion

High School Diploma, 1945

’

Former positions:

Senool teacher, 10h3-19L8

Director of Elemenuary'Scnool of -Kontum, 1948~1953
Deputy Province Chief, Kontum, 1953-1965

Special Commissioner ?or ﬁontapnards Affairs in the
Ky Government

Publication s:

Various brochures and newspaper articles on the
Montagnards



TABOR

Profession: Professor

Education:
Military Phermacist, Hanoi University, 19461950
MBA -~ Business Administration, Harvard-University,

1954-1956

Former position:
~ Professor of Business Administration, Dalat University
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‘EXECUTIVE AFFAIRS

Profession: Lauyer and Foreigan Service Officer

Education:
-~ Licentiate in Law )
- Advanced Studies in Private Iaw (Doctorate)
- Advanced Studies in Public Law {Doctorate)

Former positiong:

- Counselor, Vietnamese Embassy, Tokyo
- Other posts in Foreign Service
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AGRICULTURE- AND LAID REFORY

_ s

Profiession: Agronomist

Bducation:
- Agronomy Englneer, Institute National Agronomique,
Paris, 1954
- Engineer of Tropical Agronomy, Wogent-sur-Marne, Paris,
1955 .
8 3] |
"“Former positions:
-~ Chief, Botanic Division - Center of Scientific Research
Department of Fational Education, 1955
~ Deputy Director, Center of Scientific Research, Depart-
ment of National Education, 1956
- Technical Director, General Commissariate for Land
De¥elopment, 1957
- Secretary General, Rural Department, 19562
- Toreign Aid Director, Directorate General of Budget and
Foreign Aid, 19563
- Director Hig her School of Agriculture, Forestry and
Animal Husbandry, Saigon, 1001-L
- Assistent to the Economy and Finance Minister, 1966
- Assistant to the Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister
Ky, 1967
~ Professor, Higher School of Agriculture, Forest and
Animal Husbandry, Saigon, 1967 -

Publications:
- Canh tac ve to soi (Fiber Crops Cultivation), 1959
- Tong hoc dai cuong {An Outlire of Agronomy)}, Natiomal
Hducation Department, 1957
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Rebublic of Vietnam
Office of the
Prime Minister

20-SL-TC

PRIME MINISTER,

- Considering the Constitution promulgated on 1 April,
19673

- Considering Decree No, Q05-TT/SL of 9 November 1967
governing the establishment of the Government:

- Considering Decree No. 188-TC of 18 September 1965
fixing the organization of the Ministry of Finance;

- Considering Decree Law No. 019/SLU of 3 September 1966
fixing the statute of finance and national accounting and
local administration communities:

- Considering the recommendation of the Minister for
Finance.

DECREES :

Art. 1 - This hereby establishes the Central Accounting
Office placed under the direct jurisdiction of the Ministry
for Pinance.

Art, 2 - The Central Accounting Office is placed under
the direction of a Director General and is responsible for
implementing all provisions defined in Chapter 12 of
A;g%cle k7 in Decree-law No, 019/SLU issued on 3 September
ig966.

Art, 3 = The Director General of the Central Accounting

Office is appointed by decree of the Prime Minister upon
recommendation of the Minister for Fineance.
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Art. 4 - The orgenization and operations of the Central
Accounting Office will be defined subsequehtly by an
arrete of the Minister for Finance.

Art. 5 -~ The Minister for Finance, and the Secretary of .

State at the Prime Minister's Office are charged, each as

to that which concerns him, with the execution of this
decree.

This decree will be published in the Official Journal of
the V.N. Republic.

Saigon, 28 February 1968

s/ Lawyer Nguyen van Loc



THE -NOTARY I VIET NAM...

In the Republic of Viet Nam there are presently four
confirmed and three aprobationary notaries, and a stalf
of forty-five clerks. They are appointed and supervised
by the Minister of Justice.

There are two Nobtary offices: one in Saigon (which.also
functions for the residents of Cholon) and oné in Can Tho.
The latter -is conducted by clerks under the direction of a
Notary in Saigon.who goes there once a month to sign
documents as necessary. This is the only provincial office,
although it has been planned to establish one at Dalat. In
all areas other than Saigon/Cholon and Can Tho, the responsi-
bilities of the Nobary are performed by the Village Chief.

"Notaries are authorized to certify to contracts of sale,
powers of atborney, wills, the establishment of companies,
and adoptions.

It 'is common practice for Notaries to give advice on the
form of documents certified, ’

The fixed salaries of confirmed notaries are based on an.
index of 1,000; plué an emolument of 3% of the income of the
office 'in excess of VN$1,000,000 monthly. This emolument
averages VN$13,000 monthly for each confirmed nobary.
Probationary notaries' salaries are based on an index of L30.
The Notary Director, in addition to his salary, receives
VN$L,000 monthly. )
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Republic of Viet-Nam
Ministry of Defense
No. 1010/AP/NC/3

Saigon, February 21, 1968

Director of Cabinet

To: Directors of Cabinet of the President, Vice Pregident, Prime
Minister's Office and all Ministries.

Sirs:

The Ministry of Defense is taking charge of military training and
arming all civil servants, from 45 years o0ld downwards with the
view that:

Civil servants will themselves provide security for
their offices.

- They are ready to participate in the (ivil Defense organ-

ization of their residences, as well as to assist the
government in disturbances and disasters. -

This program of activity is projected as follows:

=0

Training

We will begin the training of civil servants, especially
in Saigon, on March 4, 1968. In provinces, the training
will begin at a later date.

The training program will be divided into two phases:
50% of all civil servants will be trained in each

phase. Trainees will be away from their offices for
Seven consecutive days,

Grouping of trainees: In order to facilitate training

and weapons firing practice, trainees will be grouped
into units of 150 men.

Every unit will be in charge of a group of military
trainers. Training location will be fixed by the

Mipnistries, possibly on the office grounds or any
convenient place.
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Page 2

b. Armament:

- Civil servants will be armed by the Ministry of
Intericor with a ratio of one weapon for three
. people.
In order that this program will be realized within the
time projected, we request you to establish and convey to
our office before February 27, 1968:

a. A list of civil servants under 45 years of age who
are designed to attend the training in the two phases
(50% for, each phase). If the number of trainees is
more than 150, it should be grouped into -units as
mentioned above, and into groups if less than 150.

b. Place of training chosen by your office.

c¢. The number of civil servants under 45 years old for
the armament. :

These documents should be sent to the Ministry of Interior,
with copies to the Ministry of Defense and the General Staff
for information.

Signed,

Huynh Van Dao
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O0ffice of the Prime Minister

Decree Wo. 20~SL/NV fixing the genefal organi.zation of the
Ministry of Interior.

The Prime Minister,

DECREES:
Art, 1 - The Ministry of Interior placed under the.direct
supervision of the Minister of Interior, is composed of the
following agencies:

1. antral agencies

- ' Office of the Minister
= Planning Bloc

- Administration Bloac

-  Inspection Bloc

-  Consultant Section

2. Denendent agencies

- The Directorate General of National Police
‘=  The Diréctorate of Rehabilitation
~  The-Direchorate of Relecommunicabions

Art. 2 - The Office of the Minister is placed under the super-

vision of a Director of Cabinet who is assisted by a Chief of

Cabinet, b charges de Mission, 4 attaches de Cabinet, and 1

private secretary. The Special Office is under the dlrectlon
of a chief of Cabinet.

The Dlrector sf Cabinet asgists the Minister in the dlrectlon
of the Ministry of Inbterior.
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Art. 3 ~ The Planning Bloec is placed under the supervision
of a Becretary General. It includes 5 Services:

-  Political Service

=  Confrol Service

- Planning Sexvice-

- Research Service

- Entrance, Exit and Immigration Service

Art. 4 - The Administration Bloc is placed under the super~
vislon of a Director assisted by a Deputy Divector. It
includes b4 Services:

- Training Sexvice

-~ Personnel Service

~ Accounting and Budget Service
.~  Administration Service

Art. 5 « The Imnspection Bloc is placed under the supervision

of a Chief Inspector assist®ed by a deputy Chief Inspector. )
It inecludes 6 Inspectors and 15 Controllers. The Chief Inspector
has the rank of a Director of a large size Directorate, the
deputy Chief Inspection and the Inspectors have the rank of a
Director of a small size Directorate and Controllers have the
rank of Chief of Service. '

Art. 6 - The Consultant Section includes 3 to five consul-
tants placed under the supervision of a chief of Consulitant
Section who has the rank of a Director of a large size
Directorate. The Consultant member - if he is a government
official = -has the rank of & Director of a small size Directo-
rate, and - if he is a non-govermment official - his salary
will be fixed in the contract.

Art, 7 - The Directorate of Rehabilitation is placed under
the supervision of a Director assisted by a deputy Director,
It includes the following services:

= Main office

- Administration ‘Service

- Welfare Service

= Rehabilitation Service

- Technical Service

- Inspection Team (5 controllers). Controllers have the
rank of Chief of Service,
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Art. 8 - The Minister of Interior will issue an Arrete .
determining the details of organization and functions of
central agencies of the Ministry and the Directorate of
Rehabilitation.

Art. 9 - Provisionally, the organization and functions of
the Direckorate General of Nation2l Police and the Directorate
of Telecommunications previously defined in separate texts,
remain unchanged.

13

. !
Art. 10' - Any provisions contrary to this Decree are:repealed.
Art., 11 -~ All ministers, Secretaries of State, Deputy

Secretaries of State and the Secretary of State at the Prime

Minister's office are charged respectively with the executlon
of this decree,

Saigon, 22 Nov. 1967

s/ Lawyér Nguyen van Loc
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Republic of Viet Nam
Office of the Prime Minister

Decree No. 19-SL/NV dated 22 November 1967 defining the
functions of the Minister for the Interior,

The Prime Minister,

- Considering the Constitution of the Republic of Vietnanm
of April 1, 1967, '

- Con51der1ng decree No, 005-a/TT/SL of 9 Nov. 1967 fixing
the composmtlon of the government,

-----

DECREES ;

Art. 1 - This herehy defines the functions of the Minister
for the Interior:

A, Becurit

-  coordinate with the National Security Council and the
interested Ministries: about the implementation of policy and
lines of action of the President and the Government relative

to security and internal administration; apply necessary measures
to maintain order, to strengthen security throughout the country;
s compile and &xplore information and data relative to
internal security;

~ exterminate the enemy infrastructure, cooperate with
interested Ministries to achieve pacification operation and
rural construction;

- work out and execute general policy on entrance and exit

of Vietnam ferritory, control the immigration of aliens and
their activities, the use, import-and export of various types

of weapons, the activities of political parties, organizations -
and associations;
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=~ organize, administer, dlrect and supervise natlonal
police forces. .

B. Administration

- - study, establish, administer, improve, strengthen gnd
control local, admlnlstratlve structures from village level

up in line with the promotlon of democrabic and organlzatlonal
innovations,

- provide support to local administrative structures -id “the
field of communications, people's organization control of
resources, -

= carry out laws and regulatlons concernlng electlons and
maintain liaison with elected bodies from central down to
Village. level,

- modlfy'the boundaries of local administrative units,

" =  administer facilities (personnel, budget, materials) of
the Ministry and its dependent agencies and locel adminis-
,tratlve structures, payment authorizing officer by delegation
in the National Budget with respect to expendltures chargeable
to the Ministry budget,

- maeke regular inspection tours to control, supervise,
assist and clean up the rank of local administrative personnel,
eliminate .corrupt practices among the rank of administrative
offieials,

-~ .train and organize training courses for admlnlstratlve
cadres to increase efficiency, -

- exercise the right of establishing statutes and the
-internsl organization of the Ministry, exercise the right

of surveillance .over administrative communities with respect
to the right to enter into «contract .and to institute legal
proceedings in the name of the ministry,

- apply legal procedures relative to expropriation of. -
properties to help govermmentel agencies to realize programs .
of public utility or military interest.’

~

Art., 2 - TFormer agencies

1, The Ministry of ‘Security, excluding the Directorate of
Research and the National: Committee for Coordination of
Intelligence .Service,

.2, and. the Special Commission for Administration, is transferred
to the Ministry of Interior with its entire personnel, office

~
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(o, 41 Thong Fhat Avenue, No. 2 Hguyen Hue and 164 Tu.Do
Street) budget, vehicles, materials and relevant doctuents. -

Art. 3 - The Directorcce of Research and the National
Compittee for coordination of Intelligence Service are placed
under the Central Commission for Intelligence.

Art. b « Any orovisions contrery to this deecree, in particular
the decree No. 66-NV dated 8 February 1952 fixing the functions
of the Winistry of Interior, are repealed.

Art, 5 - A1l Ministers, Secreteries of State, Deputy
Secretories of State, and Secretary of- State abt the Office
of the Prime Minister are charged, egeh as %o that which
«concerns him, with the execution of this decree.

This decree will be published in the Journal Official of tbe
Republic of Viet Nanm.

Saigon; 22 ‘October 1967

s/ Kguyen van Loc
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Republic of Viet Nam
The Ministry of Interior

Arrete No..8/BNV/ND dated November 25, 19567 governing the
organization of the Interior Ministry

The Minister of Interior,

- Considering the Constitubion of the Republlc of Viet HNam
dated April 1, 1967;

- Con51der1ng Decree No. 5a/TT/SL dated November 9, 1967
Tixing the composition of the government;

~ Considering Decree No. 19-SL/NV dated November 28 fixing
duty of the Minister of Interior;

- Considering Decree No. 20~SL/NV dated November 22, 1967
governing the general organization of the Ministry of Interisr;
~ Considering Decree No. 175-NV dated May 23, 1955 modified.
by preceeding documents flxlng salary'ln kind and in cash for
government officials;

~ Considering official business- requlrements,

ARRETE:

Art. 1 - The Ministry of Interior ig directed by'the
Minister of Interior and. consists of/the following agencies:

I. Central agencies
= The Cabinet of the Mlnlster
- The Directorate of Plamning
~ The Directorate of Administrative Affairs
- The Directorate of Inspection
-~ The consultative Committee

IT. Subordinate agencies
-~ The Directorate General of National Police
‘= The Directorate of Rehabilitation
~ The Directorate of Telecommunication.
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COLUMN I
The Cabinet of the Minister

Art. 2 - The Cabinet of the Minister is directed by a
Director of Cabinet who is assisted by a Chief of Cabinet,
four Charges of Mission, Tour Cabinet Attaches and private
Secretary. The special Cabinet is directed by a Chief of
Cabinet.

The Director of Cabinet assists the Minister of Interior in
all problems concerning the direction of the HMinistry.

The.Cabinet of the Minister is composed of seven (7) Bureaus,
each directed by a. chiel of Bureau:

" = Main Secretariat

- Bureau of Press

~ Bureau of Communication

- DBureau of Internal Security
«~ Bureau of Information

- Bureau of Map and Briefing
- Eureau of Mail.

COLUMN IT
The Directorate of Plamning

Art, 3 - The Directorate of Planning is directed by a
Secretary- General and consists of five Services as Tollows:

- Service of Psolitical effairs

- Service of Control’

- Service of Planning g
,= Service of Research

- Service of Ixit-Entrance and Immigration

Art, 4 - The Service of Political affairs is directed by a
chief of Service and consists of four Bureaus, each of them
is directed by a chief of Bureau.

- Bureau of General Political Affairs
- Bureau of Internal affairs

- Bureau of Synthesis and Statisties
- Bureau of Security Measures.
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‘Art, 5 - The Service of Control is directed by a chief of
Service and eonsists of the two follow1ng Bureaus, each
directed by a chief of Bureau.

- Bureau of Feople's Groups and Associations
- Burean of administrative security

Art. 6 - The Service of Planning is directed by a chief of
Service and consists of three Bureaus, each directed by a
chief of Bureau.

- Bureau of Planning
- Bureay of Elected Bodies
- Bureaun of Foreign Aid. .

Art., 7 - The Service of Research is directed by a chief of
Service and consists of three Bureaus, each of them is directed
by a chief of Bureau.

- Bureau of Research
-, Bureau of Legislation
- Bureau of Regional administrative affalrs.

Art. B - The Service of Hxit-Entrance and Immigration is
directed by a chief of Service and consists of five Bureaus,.
each direcked by a chief of Bureau.

- Bureau of Exit for Vietnamese

- Bureau of Exist for Aliens

- Bureau of Entrance k

- Bureay of Immigration

- Bureau of Coordination., T )
COLUMN ITI

The Directorate of Administration

Art. 9 - The Directorate of Administration is directed by a
Director 'and a Deputy Director who enjoys sane privileges
granted to-a Director of a small size Directorate. It is
composed of four following Services: -

- Service of Training

- Serviece of Personnel

- Service of Budget and Accounting
- Service of Coordination.

=138 -



L]

Art. 10 - ' The Service of Training is directed by a chief
of Service and composed of two Bureaus, each directed by a.
chief of Bureau.

- Bureau of Program and organization
- Bureau of Training.

In addition, the Service of Training consists of" a training
Center directed by the .chief of Service of Iraining.

Art. 11 - The Service of Personnel is directed by a chief
of Service and composed of Hur Bureaus, each -directed by a
chief .of Bureau.

- Bureau of Central Persocnnel

- Bureau of Local Personnel

- Boreau of Police Personnel )

- Bureau of Personnel in the Directorates of Telecommuni-
cation and Rehabilitation. )

Art, 12 - The Service of Budget and Acecounting is directed
by a chief of Service and composed of five Bureaus, each
directed by 2 chief of Bureau. ; - ‘

- Burean of Authorization of Expenditure
- Burean of Central Accounting :

- Burean of Regional Accounting

~ ., Bureau of Supply

S - Bureay of Internal Affairs

Art. 13 - The Service of Administration is directed by a
chief of Service and composed of four Bureaus, each directed
by a chief of Bureau:

- Bureaun of General Administration

- Bureau of Requigition and Confiscation
- Bureau of Resources Control. - i

- Bureau of Weapons Conbrol.
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COLUMN IV
The Directorate of Inspeciion

t. 14 - The Directorate of Inspection is headed by a
Senior Inspector who is assisted by a Deputy Inspector.
Tt condists of six inspectors and fi”*een controllers.
Tts office is directed by a chief of office #nd divided
as Tollows:

- Central Inspection team, consisting of one inspector
and three controllers.

- 1st Corps Inspection team, consistirng of one inspector
and three controllers,

- 2nd Corps Imspection team, consisting of two inspectors
and three controllers.
- 3rd Corps Inspection team, consisting of one inspector

and three controllers.
- th Corps Inspection team, consisting of one ingpector
and three controllers.

Inspectors and controllers will alternate in carrylng on the
above-mentioned duty each quarter.

The Senior Inspector enjoys same privilezes grented to a
Director of a large size Directorate; Deputy inspector and
inapectors enjoy same privileges grented to.a Director of a
small size Directorate; controllers enjoy that of a chief of
Service.

COLUMN Vv

The Consultative Conmittee

Art. 15 - The Consultative is headed by a Chairman-and
composed of three to five consultants. The Chairmen of the
Consultative Committee enjoys same privileges granted to a
Director of a large size Directorate. Govermment officials
serving as consultants enjoy privileges granted to a Director
of a small size Directorate; Civilian Chsirman and consul ants
enjoy salary fired in the confracts.

- 120 =



General Article

Art, 16 ~ An Arvete from the Minister of Interior will fix
detalled dubties of the above-mentioned agencies.

Art. 17 - The organizalbion and duty of the Directorates-
of Mational Police and Telecommunications is temporarily
unchanged. The orgaenization and duty of the Divectorate
of Rehabilitatiom will bhe Fixed ir another Arrete.

Art. 18 - Other articles and items thab arée not in
accordance wikh that of this Arrete are abolished.

Art, 19 - The Director of Cabinet and the Secretary General
of the Ministry of Interior take charge of carrying out this
Arrete as Tar as their duties are concerned.

Saigon, Kovember 25, 1967

s/ Linh qudng Vien

Annex;
The Director of Cabinet

sf Chu ngoc Lien
Copy:

The Director of Administration

s/ Bui huu ¥ien .
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Decree No, 10/BNV/ND dated November 27, 1967 fixing the
duty of agencies under the Jurisdiction of the Ministry
"of Interior.

The Minister of Interior,

-  considering the Constitution of the Republic of Vietnam
dated April 1, 1967, -

- considering Decree No. 5a/TT/SL dated Lovember 9, 1967
fixing the composition of the government, .

- considering Decrse No. 19/SL/NV dated November 22, 1967
fixing the function of the Minister of Interior,

- considering Decree No. 20-SL/NV dated November 22, 1967
gsoverning generally the orgenization of the Ministry of
Interior,

~  considering Arrete No., 8/BNV/ND dated November 25, 1967
fixing the organization of agencies under the jurisdiction
of the Ministry of Imterior, .

- considering Decree Wo. 175/NV dated May 23, 1955, modified
by succeeding documents fixing the salary in kind and in cash
for government officials,

-~  considering the requirement of official affairs,

ARRETE:

Art. 1 - The Ministry of Interior is composed of the
following agenciles:

I. Cenbtral Agencies:

- The Cabinet of the Minister

- Directorate of Planning

-  Directorate of Administration
- Directorate of Inspection

- Committee for Consultation

II. Subordinate Agencies

- Directorabe General of National Police
- Directorate of Rehabilitation
- Directorate of Telecommunication.
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Art. 2 - The above-~mentioned agencies' responsibility is
assigned as follows} ‘

Art. 3 - The Cabinet of the Minister:

Bureau 1: Main Secretariat

- Prepare and distribute general directives of the Minister,

- Keep Ministerial Council's, Government Council's and
other high ramk Council's files,

- Explore and keep meeting records,

- Follow up the execution of the Ministerial Council's,

the government council's and other -high rank council's
decision,

- Avard decoration and letter of commendatlon to outstanding
officials,

- Off1c1al mission and visiting tour,

- Celebration and reception,

- Keep top secret in and out official correspondence and
cade, ’

- Give consideration to individual's requests and complaints,
- Keep files and archives,

-= Keep records on change over of the Ministry's central
agencies,

- Handle internal problenms 'eoncerning social Welfare women,
co-operatives and health,

- Send employees to attend ceremonles,

- Administer the Ministry's internal library.

Bureau 2. Press

- Scan daiiy newspaper

- Prepare press conferences

- Fxplore news from information bulletins from home and
foreign newspapers and magazines concerning the Ministry of
Interioxr,

- Maintain liaison with domestic press broadcasting stations,
television stations, news agency, motion picture centers to
distribute inflormation eoncerning the Ministry's activities,

- Handle deposit of duty coples of book and magazines.

Bureau 3. Communication

- Receive and dispaﬁch the Ministry's messages

- Operate radis and telegraph communication system between
the Ministry and provinces,

- Operate teletype systenm.
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From the technical and personnel management bo{n@_of view,
the Bureau of Comminication is placed under the jurisdiction
of the Directorate of Telecommunication.

Bureau-l4. Internal Security

- Administer guard duty for the Ministry headguarters and
the Minister's residence, )

- Provide escort and body guard %o the Minister,

- Take preventive measure against leakage or abstraction
of secret information,

-  Mske veports on daily situation.

Bureau 5. Informatiom

- Receive the people coming to the Ministry,

- Receive applications, réquests and dossiers submitted
by the people and transmit them to the Ministry's Services .
or agencies under the jurisdiction of the Ministry,

- Instruct the people coming to the Ministry on prbcedures
necessary to obtaln papers from the Ministry, assist them
effectively in making requests,

- Get in touch with the Ministry's agencies to solve the
people's problems effectively and rapidly:

- Introduce the interested parties to other Mlnlstry and'
sgencies being under the jurisdietion of the Ministry of _
Interior if their requests fall within the competence of these
agencies.

Bureau 6. Maps and Briefing

- Compile and update maps concernlng political activities,

- Explore and make use of statistical statements concern-
ing political and security activities,

- Prepare speeches and consolidate.briefings of, the
Minister,

- Crganize meetings at the Mlnlstry with the coordination
of concerned agencies. -

-

Bureau 7. Official Correspondence

- Receive, submit, and distribute 1ncom1ng cla351f1ed and -
unélassified offlcial corresgpondernce,

= Submit for signature, give number, keep records of and

send outgoing classified and unclassified official correspondence,
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- Keep record of documents issued by the government,
- General, official business (establish guard duty, on-duty
lists, type and mimeograph official correspondence...)

Art, 4 - Directorate of Planning

1. Serviee of Political Affairs

Bureau 8. General Pslitical Affairs

- General. political affairs concerning the Ministry of
Interior, .

- Problems concerning the Imfbernational Control Commission
(zcc), ]

- Treaty and international conference,

- Political problems concerning neighboring countries,

- International political problems concerning domestic
activities. and security,.

- The demilitarized zone,

- Release of prisonér of war,

- Pglitical refugee,

- Special state: state of emergency, curfew and state of
WAL « w o N

- Contribute political ideas omn drafting of standing
operation documents, :

- ~ Contribute ideas on politikal activities of political
groups. :

Bureau 9. Imternal Political Affairs

- Follow up political activities of political groups,
religious sects, unions, 8ssociations student groups and
ethnic minorities, )

- Study and formulate government's pdlicy governing
political groups,

- FKeep lialson with political groups,

- Study supply of means of activity to political groups,
- Political activities concerning foreigners,

- Vietnamese political groups in foreign countries,
- Set up personsl files of individuals considered as

remarkable in the field of politic,
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- Follow up the govermment's political organizations®
activities,

- Pay attention to activities of press and megezines,

- Handle matters conecerning press and magazines,

- Gather news from information bulleulns from home and
foreign neuspapers and magazine concerning the political.
state inside the country,

- Censor bools, and films. .

Bureau 10. Synthesis and Statistics

- Gathering daily reporis on war situation to f2ollow up
the enenmy's and the Allies' activities throughout the country,
- Gathering and exploring periodic reports from other
agencies for the examination of loeal political situation,

- Publishing perisdic or special synthetized stetements
Tor studying the domestic political eondition,

- Following up results of pacification activities,

- Hendling prisoners of war and defectors,
- Making general statistics of politiecal and securlty .
problems, -

-~ Preparing, showing and updating maps of the original
inhabitants and religions (coordinate with the Bureau of Maps),

- Studying the enemyhs policy, plan and program of action, ~
then working oul counter-measures,
- Working out measures to destroy the enemy s infrastructure,

-~ Examine good-points and shorteomings of anti-communist
.programs so that we can improve them in time.

Bureau 1l. Security measures .

- Security commitee,
- Handle matters concerning operation of rehabilitation
centers,

- Execute deportation sentences,

- Prohibit illegal residence,

- Anti hooligan campaign,

- Handle mctters concerning administrative ‘and judiciary

police, :

- Infiinzements of laws such as: smuggling, unauthorized

transfer of funds... 4
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2. Service of Control:

Bureaun 12. Groups and Associations

- Issue basic documents concerning unions, religious
sects, associations,. civil groups... .

- Tollow up act1v1t1es of the mertioned groups

- Control activities of the horse racing association,

- Establish cards and documents of asSociations unions -and
connected persons,

- Report of activities of unions and a53001at10ns.

Bureau 13. Administrative Security

- Study and apply measures to preserve national secrecy,

- Study security measures for State-run enterprises,

" mixed ownership enterprises and other key installations of
the nation, .

- Study and apply measures of antl-sabotage anti-
terrorism and anti-material and psSychological sabotage in
governmental agencies,

- Train and instruct civil servants, cadres, and personnel
of all levels to be aware of their respon51b111t1es in ’
secrecy preservation and in proper appllcatlon of tThese
measures,

- Conduct administrative investigation,

= Provide security to state guests, statesmen, and very
improtant persons.

3. Service of Planning

Bureau Xh. Planhiing

-  Makes study of programs and lines of action for the
Ministry of Interior according to the government's policy,
.- Prepares plans for implementation of the Ministry's
programs of action and follows up such implementation so that
necessary measures for improvement may be initiated,

- Provides general coordination of all act1v1t1es of the
Ministry's component agencies,

- Works out statutes governing religions and political
gToUps,

- Makes. plans to eliminabe corruption and to improve working
method, - )

- Prepares periodic reports on the activities of the Miniscry.
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Bureau 15. Elected Badles

- Carries out electorial laws and regulations and
organizes elections and referendums,.

- ‘Keeps liaison with and follows up activities of elected
bodies: National assembly, local councils, ete...

- Assigns personnel to supervise election booths,

Bureau 16. Foreign Aid

- Studies, implements and ‘controls foreign aid programs
with a view to support local administrative structure,
- Keeps liaison with Foreign agencies,

k., Service of Research

Bureanr 17. Research

- Studies plans to improve organizations and general
operating methods of the Ministry's headquarters., component
agencies and other administrative establishments.

-

. Bureaw 18, ILegislation

- makes studies of legislative documents and administrative
regulations;
- hanldes problems of administrative disputed claims,

Bureau 19. ILocal -Adminigtration

- makes studies of general problems relative to local
aduninistration for efficiency and simplificatisn” purpodse,

- studies and sets up local administrative structures: the
capital, cities, prov1nces district, canton, village and
hamlet

- . sets up and modifies the boundaries of the capital, cities,
provinces, district, cantdn, village, and hamlet, .

- updates maps and blbllogranhles of administrative units,
- follows up, urges and. controls activities of reglonal
administrative structures,

- evercizes the right of survelllance over local adnln-
istrative groups,

« " ecalls periodic meetings. of prov1nce chiefs.
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5. Service of Dnbrarce srd Exii end ILmnigretion

This Service is placed unler the Hinister's Jurisdiction.

Bureau 29. Exit of Viebnamese
- Adminisvers exit of Viebtnamese pesile,

Bureau Z1. =IExit of Aliens

- Administers exit of Aliens.

Burean 22. ZIEntrance

- Administers entrance of aliens into Vietnan,
- Administers entrance of Vietnamese from abroad,
- Administers security clearance for students going abroad,

Puresu 23. Imalgration

- Administers aliens' immigration,

- Controls Aliens' activities,

- Deportation and extradition,

- Administers naturalization of Jocal-=born Chinese,

Burean 24. Coordination

- Studies, prepares, follows-up and revises basic documents
and regulatisns governing aliens’ nationality, exit, entrance
and “immigration,

- gontrols, coordinates, and harmonizes activities of
dependent sections of the Services of Exit-Entrance and
Immigration,

- Handles correspondence of records of the Services of
Exit-Entrance and Immigration,

Art. 5 ~ Directorate of Administrative Affairs

1. Service of Troining

Bureau 25. Program and Organization
- makes plans for training and in-service tralning of

administrative personnel of 211 levels: central province,
district, village and hamlet,

- 129 -



- organizes administrative seminars,

- sets up and controls local training centers &nd in-

service training centers,

- researches, prepares and distributes training documents
and refresher documents,

- translates documents, -

- use audio-visual equipment in conducting training courses,
- organizes competitive examinations and g;aduate ceremonies.

Bureaw 26. Training

- ‘testing and practicing, -
- studies and consolidates reports on training activities
from central and local training centers,

- follows up students' study and living condition during
the training period,

- prepares and distributes training magazines,

C - handles problems concerning ocverseas in-service training,
observation tours, attending international conferences,

- conducts indoctrination couxrse for officials and cadres.

-

Training Center

- central training center is stationed in Saigon and
directed by the chigf of Serviece of Training

- local training centers directed by‘Dlrectors who enjoys
same privileges granted to a chief of service takes charge of
training cadres of district, village and hamlet levels.

2. Service of Personnel

Burezau 27. Central Personnel

- Managzes administrative-persomnel of the Ministry of
Interior (reﬂular and non-regular personnel),

- Controls the above-mentioned personnel on the problems
of: appointment, transfer, promotion, disciplinary action,
dismissal, leave, retirement and posthumous allowances...

- . Drafts arretes, decisions, hiring contracts and recruit-
ment sheet concernlnc the. above mentloned personnel,

- Retirement allowences,

- Keeps personal files of the ahove mentioned personnel,
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Buresy 25, Imcal Personnel

- sppoints Prefect, Province Chiefs, Mayors, Prefecture
Secretary General, Deputy Prefect, Deputy Province Chiefs,
Dezuty Mayors, District Chiefs and Deputy District Chiefs,

- administers edainistrative peérsonnel of the Saigon
prefect, citles, provinces, and districts on the problem of:
ransfer, disciplinary actiony leave, efficiency reports, .

check liszg...
- keeps the above mentioned personnel’s personal files.

Bureau 29. Police Personnel

- administers regular and non-regular personnel of
Wational Police,

- recruilts, transfers and admits personnel into ceareer,

- handles personal rating, promotion and personnel
classification,

- administers personnel's resignation, career-returning,
and detachment,

- handles annual leave, retirement and leave without pay,
~ appraves retirement pay, posthumous allovances and osfher
allowances, E

- keeps personal files of personnel of the mentioned branch.

Bureau 30. Rehabilitatisn and telecommunication personnel

- Controls personnel of the Directorates of Rehabilitation
and Telecommunications: appointnment, transfer, promotion,

punishment, dismissal, leave, retirement, posthumous allowances...

- Checks and receives drafts of arretes, decisions, hiring
contracts, recruitment sheets eoncerning the above-mentioned
personnel,

- Keeps the above-mentioned personnel;s files.

3. Service of Budget and Accounting

Bureau 31. Budget and Expenditure Authorization

-

- Prepares and implements the Ministry's budget,

= . Follows up implementation of budget 3f the dependent
agencies, .

- Sets up procedures confering auvthorization for expenditures
and receipts, .

- Designates liquidating officers for the Ministry's budget
chapters,
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- Aporoves documents neccssitating expenditures supported
by the nstional budget, obher subsidiary budgets and foreign
2id budgets,

- Provides financial supports to-elections,

- Follaws up implementatiosn of foreign aid programs.

Bureaun 32. Central Accounting

- Effects payment for personnel, materials, internal -
ecuipment, affeirs and operating expenses of the Ministry

of Interior,

- Issnes” travelling warrant, transportation auvthorization,
hospitalization authorization to the Mingstry's personnel,

- Sets up, controls and gives discharge of advance funds.

Bureau 23, Local Acceountcin
s

- Delegates funds concerning local administrative programs
to local administrative structures,

- Taltes charge of accounting for local structures on
implementation of foreign aid programs,

- Visas travel orders, issues transportation and hospi-
talization authorizations to local personnel,

- Provides financial supports and liquidation of expenses
to Con Son Administrative QOrganization,

Bureau 3i. Supply

- Purchases and administers materials used by the central
headguarters,

- Certifies inventory of property and maekes records of
disposal materials,

- Coordimmtes and harmonizes activities betveen central
and local structures. )

Bureau 35. Internal Affairs

- Handles internal affairs and vehicles of the central
headquarters.

L. Service of Administration

Bureau 36. Ceneral Administration

- Issues plastic-covered identity cards family,
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- Cont#ols the.inhabitants records, change of residence,
organization of inter-families,

- Performs census of population, .

- Takes charge of public developments,

- Takes care of civil status and nationality,

- Handles military service and transportation of military
use items,

- Issues authorization for organizing lottery, fair, funds
rising and horse race,

- Administers populer mortgage houses,

- Administers registration of motocycles below 50cc,

- ° Manages properby of Asian residents® sectors.

Bureau 37. Confiscation and Requisition

- Effects reguisition »f personal and real property for
gdvernment use,

- BEffects confiscation for public interest,

- Administer problems concerning land and houses,.

- Takes charge of administrative problems concerning socisasl
welfare (refugee, social plague, natural disaster victims:..),
- Detains mind defective people and administers their
broperty, .

- Implements slum clearance program and assists public
officials in execution of justice court's sentences,

- Handles problems concerning the inter-liinisterial land-
house Committee .2nd Compensations for damages of the people.

Bureau 38. Control

- Performs organization snd control of manpowers and Jther
national resources assigned to the Ministry of Interior,

- Makes study of netional resources mobilization,

- Coordinates with other Ministry's Service in organizing
the people,

- Contyrols of nationel resgources and encircles the eremy’s
economic activities,

-

- Controls of military use ltems. -

Suresu 39. Weanons Conbrol”

== - Permits and conbrols importation, exportation, transport-
ation trade and use of administrative personunel's, private
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. .
individuals, Aliens, and travellers' weapon (it is not
classified by weapon.of war),

- Conduct technical eoftbrol of these weapons,

- Permlts, and controls trade and use of radio, sending
and receiving wireless and related items,

- Permits and controls trade of Radio and Television.

Art. 6 - Directorate of inspection. It is composed of:

\w

l; The office. It takes charge of:

- Receiving, distributing, and dlspatchlng official
correspondence,

- Organizing meetings of the Directorate of 1nspect10n
- Analyzlng inspection reports and distributing results
to agencies concerined,

- Administering documents necessary of inspectors and
auditors on operation,

2. Central inspection team, takes charge of inspection
in the central agencies of the Ministry of Inmterior,

3. 1st corps inspection team, Eékes charge of inspection
in provinces and towns of the lst corps,

L. 2nd corps inspection team, take charge of 1nspect10n in
pro¥inces and tovms of the 2nd corps

5. 3rd corps inspection team, takes charge of inspection
in provinces and towvns of the 3rd corps,

6. Uth corps inspection team, takes charge of inspection
in provinces and towns of the Uth corps.

a. Benior inspector is assigned the duty of:

1. Follow-up, chnbrol and direct gemeral activities of
central and local administrative agencies,

2. Direct and appoint job to inspectors and auditors,

3. Carry out regular inspechbion prpblems and take charge
of special investigation under the order of the Minister »f
Interior, '
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b. Inspectors and auditors' duty is defined as follows:
1. Regular duty

- Control, direct and report to the Minister of
Interlor implementation of policy, programs and decision
of the government a551gned to the Ministry of Interior., ’

~ Control, direct and report to the Minister of
Interior the operation. of administrative agencies under the
« Ministry and method of working and efficiency of super~ '
visors concerned in every field of activity under the Juris-
diction of the Ministry of Interior,

- ~ Follow-up the general situation in the responsi-
ble area, find out what people need and what they want to
be able to propoge suitable improving- measyres in adminis-
tration,

- Control implementation of the national, regional
and foreign aid budget on the part of the Ministry of
Interior,

-~ Evaluate organization and method of working
applied in the above mentioned agencies and initiate
recommendations for improvement.

2. ©Speclal duty

~ Verify, investigate and make an on-the-spot
study of special problems assigned by the Minister of Interior,
- ~ Apditors work under the direction and instruction
of Inspectors, -

Inspectors and auditors may be assigned the duty outside the
responsible area if it 15 necessary.

Inspectors and auditors have to assemble at least once a
month to exchange ideas and experiences of nspection affairs
and study, prepare and submit to the Minister of Interior
recommendations of necessary measures for improving organi-
zation and operation of the Ministry's agencies.

Art. 7 - Consultative Committee '

’

The Consultative committee has the duty of:
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- Working oub the Ministry's policy,
- Studying political problems concerning the Ministry
of Interiosr and making plans of implementation.

Art. 8 - This Arrete is distributed internally and only
to Services level.

Art. 9 - The Director of Cabinet and the Secretary General
of the Ministry of Interior takes charge of carrying out
this Arrete as far as his duties are concerned.

Saigon, November 27, 1967

s/ Linh quang Vien

Duplicate:

Director of Cabinet
s/ Chu ngoc Lien

Cooy:

Director of Administrative Affairs
s/ Bui huu Kien
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Ministry of Interior

Arrete No, 9-BNV-ND dated 25/11/67 governing the organi-
zation of the Directorate for Rehabilitation.

The Minister of Interior,

L

EVACTS:

Art. 1 - The Directorate for Rehabilitetion is placed under
the direction of a Director who is assisbted by a Deputy
Director. The Deputy Director has the same rank as a Director
of a small size Directorate.

Art., 2 - The Directorate for Rehabilitation is composed of:

- main office

- administrative service
-  technical service
rehabilitation gerv ice
= rearing service

- control team

tH

Art. 3 - The main office, headed by a Chief of Service is
in charge of:

- gspecial and confidential affairs

- receipt of classified doecuments,

- scanning newspapers,

~  preparation of visits, mission tours, receptions,

- organizing conferences,

- receipt and dispatch unclassified correspondence,

-  gathering and submitting official correspondence to the
Director for signature,
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-  controlling the exécution of the Director’s decisions,
-  keeping record of official correspondence, - .
- maintaining 11brary, archives. ’
Art, L - Admlnlstranlve Service headed by a Chief of Service,
is composed of L bureaus: . .

a. Personnel Bureau: headed by & Chiefl of Bureau:

i

- applies civil service regulat&ans, -

- administers Rehabilitation Personnel - chief supervisor

. Rehabilitation Supervisors, Rehabllltatlon workers, recruitl

. ment ,» appointment, transfef promotlon, punlshment dlsmlssal
leave, retirement, deatl compensatlon

- Tollows up status of administrstive pefrsonriel of all
categories from the Directorate of:Rehabllltatlon,

- maintains personal Tiles of -all bersannel of the Directorate,
~ - issues authorizations for medical examinatioh for personnel.

b. Bureau of Budget and Accounting, headed by é‘Chief of
Bureau:

- prepares and implements the Directorate!s ‘buliget,

~ allocates funds to Rehabilitation centers,

-  é&ffects payment. of sédlaries and allowances,

- -provides expenditures, under rehabllltatlon chapter and
foreign aid budget,

advances funds to-rehabilitation centers

sets up monthly list of approved expendltures,

- . -sets up general monthly report of accounting 51tuat10n,of
all Rehabilitation.-Centers, ~ .- o — e -
- issues - and verifies,travel orders, issues transportatlon
and hospitalization authorization to persomnel of the Directorate.

7 -

¢. Bureau of materials, headed by a Chief of 'Bureau

-  purchases materials and office supplies,

- administers the construction of rehabilitation centers,

- handles ecalls Tor bid, °

- sets up inventory of” propertles and prepares report of

disposal materizls.,

- administers internal serv1ces and vehlcles,

- regulates transport between the Directorate and Rehabi~
e

litation Centers,

~  provides supplles to Con Son Rehabllltatlon Center.
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d. Bureau of Administration, Legislation; headed by a Chief
of Bureau

- - organlzes rehabilitation centers,

- gathers and”studies statutory documents relative to
rehabllltatlon centers, -

- studies 21l matters from the legal standpoint, before
turning them .over to different services for execution,

- handles genéral administrative affairs -and administrative
lawsuits.,

Arte 5 - Technical Service, headed by a Chief of ‘Service
is composed of 3 bureaus:

&

a. Bureau of culprits, unﬁér the supervision of a Chief of
bureau: . ;

- maintains the rolls, file§ and personal cards of culprits,
- classification of culprits,

-~ considers the release of culprits,

- considers the transfer of cuiprits,

-~ resolves the status of culprits: deportation, prolongation
of sentence, pardon, mitigation of sentence, ete...

b. Bureau of research and plannln headed by a Chief of
Bureau: ;

- consolidates monthly reports-from all centers and from
controllers,

- explores above reports,

- prepares monthly reports and. submits them to higher
authorities,

- studies general program of action in all centers,

~ studies and prepares statistical data on cases of
perpetration of crimes, repetition of offences.

¢. Bureau of Security, under the direction of a-Chief -of.
Bureau, studies and controls measures to insure security ahd
order in the centers. ’

—

Art. 6 - Setvice of Rehabilitation, under the direction of
' a Chief of Service is composed of 3 bureaus:- -
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a. Bureau of Rehabilitation headed by a Chief of Bureau:-

~  works out rehabilitation plamns,

- organizes rehablllnatlon sections for the centers), -

- coordinates with the Personnel Bureau in the a351gnment

and bransfer of rehabilitation workers according to theé needs

of the centers,

- follows up the management of rehabilitation act1v1t1es
in the centers,

-~ prepares & recapitulative report of rehablllﬁatlon

activities in the centers,

~- prepares a recapitulative report of eyperlence in

rehabilitation and study specific rehabilitation programs,

- follows up, cantrols the implementation of all 1nstruct10ns

concérning rehabilitation..

b.. Vocational Bureau, headed by a Chief of Bureau:~

- studies vocational programs in. the centers,

-~ organizes vocational training,

- Tollows up vocational aectivities,

- stvdies the comsumption of products manufactured by'the
centers,

- controls the execution of the vocational budget in the
centers. -

c. Bureau of Training, headed by a Chief of Bureau:

- ..studies programs and training plans for rchabilitation
workers and supervisors at the centers,

- organizes and administers training courses for cadres,

=~ prepares uniform 1nstruct10nal materials for all centers,
- organizes seminars,

-~ organizes training courses for Rehabilitation Uorkers
and typing courses,

-~ musical performance,

= printing, :

- prépares 1nstruct10nal materials for the tralnlng courses

Art. 7 - Welfare Service headed‘by a Chief of«Sefvice'is
composed of 2 bureaus: )

- 140 -



a. DBureau of Social Assistance, headed by a Chief of
Bureau:

Public Health:

-~  organizes Health bureau, dispensaries, hospitals in the
rehabilitation centers, provides equipment Go personnel,
public health equipment and drugs,

-~  congiders and follows the case of patients who receive
treatment outside rehabilitation conters,

- maintaing lisison with health, welfare agencies, to
requiest them to provide medicine and medical equipment for
rehabilitation c enters, -

- supervises the health bureau at the Dlrectorate for
Rehabilitation.

Social Welfarc:

- studies to create conditions almed 2t satisfying
requlrements of #ith, moral educabion, physical education,

- establishes welfare bureaus in the rehabilitation centers,
- organizes visit tours to culprits,

- intercedes with frlendly organizstions to provide material
and spiritual aid to culprits,

- orzanizes mubual benefit and aid amonz the personnel of
rehabilitation branch,

b, DBureau of post~traininz pabronage, headed by a Chief of
service:

~  provides ex-convichts with moral and material assistance

in order that they way ‘adapt themselves to normal l:wlnO
conditions,

- establishes program of post-training patronage for welfare
bureaus in the rehabilitation centers and {olliows up the
e{ecutlon of these programs, .

- vercedes with anencles, factories, handicraft and
1ndustr1al firms to give job to ex~culprits throuﬂhout the
country,

-~ appeals Lo velfare organizations tas cosperate in the relief
of ex~culprits or encourage private individuals to establish
Post-Tralining patronage society.
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Art. 8 - The Inspection Team composed of 5 controllers:

- “conbrols the operations of all centers from the viewposint
of organization, accounting, administretion snd security,

- -examines the rehsbilitation in 211 centers,

- prepares reports efler each inspection tour snd makes
appropriate measures for improvenent,

-  examines the files of political prisoners.

Art. 9 - Any provisions contrary to this Arrete are repesled.
Brt,. 10 - The Director of Cabinet of the Ministry of

Interior, and the Divector of Rehabilitation Directorate are
charged, each as to that which conecern him, with Cthe execusion
of This Arrete. )

Saigon, 25 Hovember 1667

s/ Gen. Linh quang Vien
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COMPARISON GF COLLECTICNS OF VITHHOLDING TAY IN 1957

AND THE 1066 SALARY TAX

The chart on the following bage compares monthly Salsry
and General Income Tax collections of 1966 with 1967,
the year the withholding tax system was instelled.
Total tex withheld in 1957 was 612 million piasters,

an increase of more than L400% over the 110 millisn
collected in 1956,

For the year 1968, it is estbimated withholding tax

will be 2ower than for 1967. The destruction of large
plants of some major employers znd the genersl reduction
in many busiress activities because of the shortened
workday and obher conditions broucht about by the Vied
Cong Tet agprression will result in reduced total pay-
rolls. Meny of the other areas of revenue are expected
o be similarly sffected.
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REFUBLIC OF VIETKAM
MINISTRY OF FINANCE

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF TAXATION

COMPARISON OF COLLECTIONS
OF
WITHHOLDING TAX IN 1867 .

SALARY TAX THRU DECLARATION IN 1966 e ¢ %
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# THE NUMBER OF SALARY TAXPAYERS THUS

b st e R EEA AR IR

FAR tN 1967 EXCEEDS60 000 COMPARED TO 14000 IN 1966. THIS INCREASE HAS TAKEM

PLACE DESPITE THE FACT THAT MANY SALARY TAXPAYERS WERE ELIMINATED BY A SUBSTANTIAL PERSONAL EXEMPTION INCREASE .

X ¥ TOTAL 196 SALARY TAX COLLECTIONS WHICH WERE APPROXIMATELY |40 Milllon VN§ 15 SHOWN AS 12 Million YN§ MONTHLY AVERAGE,
. % MARKS THE START OF WITHHOLDING BY U.S. PRIVATE GONTRACTORS AND U.5.GOVERNMENT GIVILIAN AND MILITARY AGENCIES
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ADMAPERS , BUDGET MC\O!!N?ING LOGLSTICS TRANSPORTATION
+ ALMIHILTRATION / « UBGEY « LIAUIBATION « JURPLY + HOVEMCHT/ DETAIL
LEGISLATION « FOREIGN ALk - PROCURENENT + WAREHOU S48 »MATOR POGL

+PEABCHHEL

SE

RYICES

DIRECTOR OF CADINET

CHIEF OF GABINET

TRAINING  AlDS

PRWVATE  SLCRETARY

PRI3S OFFICCR
HANLHG  QAFFICER
EXPECITERS
GENLRALISTS

MORITY OMMCER

ASSISTANT FOR
REFUGEE BLOC

DRESTOAMYE OF
ﬂ[l:D OFLRATIONS

SERYICES

TEMPGRAAY HELIEF RESETYLIMENT

RELIEF PAYWENTS
+ CAM@ COHSTAUCTION

+ RESETTLEMENT
FAYMENTS & STATUS

L RESETTLEMENY
HANLETS

oneeToRATE of BrvELoPWInT

SERVICES

DIRECT OF PLANNING /
LEGISLATICN / TRAINING

SERVICES

PLANNING /

RESEARCH PROGRAMMING TRAINING CENTER
PROJECT 2 PROGAAMS « ADMIRISTRATIVE L
PLANMING + GABRE TRAIMING BUREAU
STATISTICS MANMGEHENT « SLPERYISORS

10AM

ASSISTANT FOR
SOCIAL WELFARE
BLOC

DRECTORATE CF RELIEF

SERYIGES

PLVILOPMENT

VOO TRAM JHANDICRAFT

3w RELILF

PATRONAGE

« WEALTH FEDUCATION

« SELFSHELP PRACIECTS

- ¥WOC TRAMNING
. MANDICRAFY

« REGULAR  RELIEF
« EMERAEHCY RELIEF

» WOMAN AMD CHIDREW
PATROMAGL
« WELFARE PENHERITS

REGIONAL

SAIGOM 3W MRYICE

S RCLICF  aUREAU
WO

Sw REFORM SUREAY

MEN AND CHILDAEN PATRONAGE BURCAU

P PIITRICT BRAHCHES

ORGANIZATIONS

ORECIOAATE CF
SOCSAL REFORNSI

SERVICES

30CIAL  ALTION ' S0C INST MANGY,
YIGE ERABICATION » SQGIAL INSTITWTIONS
30CIAL RECCHSTRUC REFORAMATORY
TION CEHTERS .

CITY OR PROVMHCIAL SWR
SEAYIGL (WHERE NECDOO

‘ DISTRICT BAANCHES l

USALD/ ADPA JAHIDOB,
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MINISTER
MINISTRY OF OPEN ARMS e

CHIEF INSPECTOR
DEPUTY INSPECTOR CHIEF
INSPECTORS
CONTROLLERS

Decree No, 25-SL/CH of 29 Nov. 1967

CENTRAL ORGANIZATIONS

SECRETARY SPECIAL ABINET crens N
GENERAL ASSISTANT ASSISTANT CABI Militia Organization
] -CHIEF OF CABINET for
- SPECIALISTS Propaganda
DIRECTRORATES ' -EXPEDITERS
: -GENERALISTS )
-PRIVATE SECRETARY o~
-SECURITY BUREAU
: -PRESS BUREAU
PLANNING ADMINIS - N -
OPERATIONS| | RECEPTION RE';‘:?'“‘ a “TRATION MAIL BUREAU
TATION | i egrstarion] | rinanee

REGIONA L OCRGANIZATIONS
MINISTRY .
ZONE ZONE PROVINCE PROVINCE & CITY
SAIGON SERVICE REPRENTATIVES CENTERS CENTERS , SERVICES
DISTRICT ’ DISTRICT
BUREAUS BRANCHES
AD PALUS AID VIETNAM, MAR. /968






