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Date : J u 1 y 1 , 1 9 8 7 

b.9~~ati_Q!J.: To mba 1 i Reg ion in the south 

No. Dead: 1 ... ----------··-·--

~ .. ~\.:__B_Lf§:.f.i§:fl_: 3, 700 pE!Op 1 e homE! 1 es s; 3 in j u n:~d 
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On J u ly 1, a f r eak storm with hurricane- force gusts struck the tiny 
country of Guinea-Bissau, on the coast of West Africa. Storms of this 
magnitude are highJy unusual in the E!asterTt Atlantic Ocean. ·rhE! stor··· rn 
hit the southern r·egion of TombalL destroying hundreds of homes and 
leaving over 3,700 people without shelter. In addition, high winds blew 
the roofs off 25 schools in the region. The accompanying rains ruined 
many famil i es ' supply of seeds and food stocks, which was to hc:.:.tVE:' lasted 
until the harvest in October. 

The Tombali regional authorities immediately e stablished an Office of 
Disaster Relief and Rehabilitation under the chairmanship of the GO\/ E!r·nor· 
of t he r·egion a nd e n lisb::!d appr·ox:i.mately 1,000 \toluntee r·s to he .lp liJi t h 
re 1 ief and reconstruct ion acti vities . The r'li n is tr·y of Agr i cu 1 turE· and 
Fishe ry provided cement and rice to the regiona.l office's relief 
op(!t"ation. ·rhe national govet"nme nt s e nt a damagE! e\taluc-.:ti: ion team to 
l ·ombali's capital, Catio. l·he team reported that Catio's central school, 
power plant, several governmE!nt build :i.ngs, and hundrc·ds of hous~~s had 
bee n d a~iged or destroyed. On August 8, the Secretary of State for 
lnte t"nat ional C:oopc~r·at ion made an appeal to inter~nat ional donoi''S for· 
194 Ml . of rice as eme rgency food rati ons and an un s pe cifi ed amount of 
con s truc t ion mater·ials to repa:i.l" damagc::'d bu ildings . 
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In response to the GOGB•s appeal, U.S. Ambassador John D. 
Blacken determined on August 27 that the situation warranted 
USG assi stance. A USAID representative made sev era l trips to 
the region to survey the damage. The GOGB Ministry of 
Education, Culture, and Spor·ts n:~quested that USG funds be 
used to repair schools that had bE~en damaged by the stor'm. 
A mba s sad or Blacken don a ted ~~2 ~), 000 to Societe F ranzett i and 
Company, a pr·ivate construction firm~ to repair six schools 
in Tombali Region. 

None reported 

FAO - contributed 90 sheets of zinc roofing. 

UNDP - provided materials to repair the C:atio electric power plant. 

WFP - donated 100 MT of rice. 
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