DRG Mission Use of Evidence (MUSE)
Findings and Guidance for DRG Activity Planners

There are different kinds of evidence and we use evidence at different points in

the design process. The different types include:

Research evidence, or
systematic research that tests
hypotheses, includes impact
evaluations, systematic reviews,
and many academic studies.

Contextual evidence, or
research centered on a particular

assessments, political economy
analysis, and local data sources.

time and place, includes most USAID

Experiential evidence, including

past and personal experience, may

entail input from technical experts,
lessons learned exercises, and
some performance evaluations.

The design process has five major decision points that can be informed by the various types of evidence. By
completing a template like the one below, planners can plan strategically to find and apply appropriate evidence

throughout the process.

Type of Evidence
(research, contextual,
experiential)

Decision point

How wiill evidence
be collected, and
by whom?

When and how
will findings be

Strategize the
problem to address

Diagnose the problem
and its causes

Prescribe the best
programmatic approach

Inform refinement
of the approach

Target who should
receive the approach

Activity planners tend to do a good job of

incorporating contextual and experiential evidence

incorporated?

Percentage of Respondents Listing Each Source as a
Significant Influence on the Activity Design (n=88)

but could do more to incorporate research evidence.
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USAID DRG evidence evidence 20
activity design
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There are a number of measures activity design planners can take to increase the use
of research evidence in the design process.

1. Have confidence in your own searching! The DRG Center’s partner 3ie compiled
six evidence maps. Use these to search through 1,625 impact evaluations, 63 qualitative

studies, and 181 systematic reviews. Supplement your search with Google Scholar and

OneSearch on USAID’s Library. DRG country level Data Portraits offer a valuable tool

for strategic decision making.

2. Commission an evidence review: Often activity planners don’t have time to do a deep
dive into the research evidence, but the DRG Center’s E&L Team commissions evidence
reviews on behalf of design teams. See evidence review template and guidance here.

3. Learn from the experts: Scholars are often thrilled to discover that practitioners are
interested in learning from their work. A simple email to a knowledgeable source about

the research evidence can lead to helpful conversations. For more formal academic-
practitioner peer learning, the E&L team can work with partners at the Evidence in
Governance and Policy network and research4impact to identify potential academic peers.

4. Require the use of evidence in implementing partner proposals: Often it is
USAID implementing partners that are best suited to bring research evidence to bear on
design decision-making. Solicitations can expressly require research evidence to support a
proposed approach as an evaluation criterion. An RFI can also be used to gather evidence
from implementing partners.

5. Generate new evidence going forward: In addition to using existing evidence today,
we also want to be building the evidence base for the future. Rigorous evaluations require
planning at the activity design stage. The DRG Center offers technical support, occasional
co-funding, and an evaluation mechanism to support such planning. You can find out more
about the DRG initiative Fostering Rigorous Evaluations in DRG (FRED) here.

6. Tap into conversations on the use of evidence: The DRG Center has a variety
of initiatives to encourage a culture of evidence and learning. Check out the monthly
Learning Digest, the E&L Talk Series, and Facty Friday archive; join the DRG Learning

Community of Practice; or attend the Using Research Evidence training.

7. When in doubt “Reach out”!: The DRG Center’s Evidence and Learning Team is
available to help you address your evidence needs and support in evaluation planning.
Reach out to ddi.drg.elmaillist@usaid.gov.

The MUSE study: The findings and guidance in this document are derived from the DRG Mission Use of Evidence (MUSE): Lessons from Evidence
Utilization in USAID DRG Activity Design study. This study included a survey of DRG activity designers, follow-up with select respondents, key informant
interviews, a document review, and coding and analysis of recent requests for proposals.
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https://www.3ieimpact.org/our-work/evidence-mapping-democracy-human-rights-and-governance
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=rm&ogbl#inbox/FMfcgzGqQSSRVxtlfpSMKvrXxQLJFvSL
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=eds
https://idea.usaid.gov/drg#tab-metrics:-country-data-portraits
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13AybEyxx8B-pwdj2l6JaxADHNtzPIr8J/edit
https://egap.org/
https://egap.org/
https://www.r4impact.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wh1f51niTiDmombgm-iK8oF8N2y6G4W9EFK-ivpTfos/edit
https://sso.usaid.gov/idp/SSO.saml2?SAMLRequest=fVJdTwIxEPwrl77fBw0gbIAEJUYSP4iHPvhi1useNLlra7dn9N97FI34wlOT6cx0drYzxrZxsOzC3jzSe0ccks%2B2MQzxYi46b8AiawaDLTGECsrl3S3IrADnbbCVbcSJ5LwCmckHbY1I1qu5eK2nCsdIozfCCqlW9XAyHExpUo%2FqCzUeDEfjiRrgaFrVInkmz71yLnqjXs7c0dpwQBN6qJAyLaapvNjKAoZjKOSLSFb9NNpgiKp9CI4hz5lt1jFqle3sR66Vy8vyITtElyJZ%2Fua7soa7lnxJ%2FkNX9PR4%2B%2BfgcEd84nHQYl9g3lrVNZS5vYtYzsdTplhxRBXV2DUhZSeSzU95l9oobXbne3s7khhutttNunkot2IxO3hD7MEv%2Bqli%2FRJiLogZgd0sP2XNjtu%2B7%2F3Xq41tdPWVXFvfYjj%2F%2FAHRKq0jFYJHw5pMEPni6P%2F%2FAy2%2BAQ%3D%3D&RelayState=https%3A%2F%2Fpages.usaid.gov%2Fsaml_login%3Fdestination%3Dnode%2F49240%26ReturnTo%3Dnode%2F49240
https://sso.usaid.gov/idp/SSO.saml2?SAMLRequest=fVLLbsIwEPyVyPc8ZBICK0CiRVWRaEEk7aGXyokNWEps1%2Bug9u8bnFalF06WxjPj2VnPkLWNgWXnTmovPjqBLvhsG4XgL%2Bakswo0Q4mgWCsQXA3F8mkDNErAWO10rRtyJbmtYIjCOqkVCdarOXnPEzHJJnmVZXWepNU0GWWj8agS9YinNK1SzsaUVlzUOQlehcVeOSe9US9H7MRaoWPK9VBCaZhMQ5qXNIF0DOnkjQSrfhqpmPOqk3MGIY4RddQhkzw66nMsuYmLYhtdolMSLH%2Fz3WuFXStsIexZ1uJlv%2FlzMOwo8MrjomV9gXGredeIyJyMx2IcThqyGj3KxYF1jQvRkGD3U96dVFyq4%2B3eqoGE8FiWu3C3LUqymF28wfdgF%2F1Uvn4KPhf4jIBmFl%2BzZsO2n3v%2F9WqnG1l%2FBQ%2Fatszdfv6CSB4ePBWcZQqlUI7Ei8H%2F%2FwdafAM%3D&RelayState=https%3A%2F%2Fpages.usaid.gov%2Fsaml_login%3Fdestination%3Dnode%2F49239%26ReturnTo%3Dnode%2F49239
https://pages.usaid.gov/DDI/DRG/facty-friday-archive
https://sso.usaid.gov/idp/startSSO.ping?PartnerSpId=sso:saml2:usaid:cs:sp
https://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PA00ZQF3.pdf
https://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PA00ZQF3.pdf



