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Executive Summary
Bangladesh aspires to become a high-income country by
2041, which will require an enormous expansion of the
country’s energy infrastructure, including an estimated
60,000 MW of new capacity. Bangladesh’s mainstay energy
resource—natural gas—is quickly being used up, and its
other fossil fuel resources, including oil and coal, are in
limited supply. With only 10.63 trillion cubic feet of natural
gas reserves remaining, and with annual production of
0.961 trillion cubic feet in 2019, indigenous gas reserves
will only last until 2026, given the yearly production and
growth rate. The Government of Bangladesh (GoB) is
currently importing liquified natural gas to make up the
difference. Targets for renewable energy generation
capacity are set out in the 2016 Power Sector Master
Plan: 2,470 MW by 2021 and 3,864 MW by 2041. With
only 369.81 MW (including 230 MW of large hydro) of
renewables connected to the grid to date, the target
set for 2021 will not be achieved. By contrast, the target
for 2041 will likely be achieved easily and does little to
encourage current interventions.
The United States Agency for International Development
(USAID) is supporting the GoB’s efforts to develop its
energy sector in a variety of ways. The USAID National
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) Bangladesh Wind
Resource Mapping Project is assessing the deployment of
utility-scale wind technology by carrying out state-of-theart wind resource measurement campaigns and developing
tools to help the GoB identify and prioritize potential
development opportunities. USAID also has an ongoing
program to build the capacity of the Bangladesh Energy
Regulatory Commission. Furthermore, USAID’s work with
Bangladesh and India under the South Asia Regional Energy
Initiative for Energy Integration (SARI/EI) program resulted
in Bangladesh importing 500 MW of electricity.
In addition, Bangladesh needs a significant effort to support
and bolster the renewable energy sector in order to achieve
its renewable energy goals and its energy capacity goals
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more broadly. To meet this need, USAID/Bangladesh funded
a set of tasks within three thematic areas of the Scaling Up
Renewable Energy (SURE) program:
Integrated resource planning activities for the
Bangladeshi electricity and gas sectors;
2. Grid integration activities for increased uptake of
variable renewable energy (VRE) and cross-border
electricity trade; and
3. Feasibility study of energy auctions for electricity
procurement.
1.

This final report summarizes all work done under the SURE
Bangladesh Activity from October 2019 to May 2021.
SURE’s work in Bangladesh effectively started the week of
Oct 6, 2019, when the team conducted a scoping mission
that formed the basis for the initial work plan. The work
plan was approved in early December 2019 and the core
team—including an activity lead, an international subject
matter expert in renewable energy procurement, a national
coordinator, and a national technical expert—were mobilized
in January 2020. Figure 0-1 shows the structure of SURE
Bangladesh’s core team. The team received support in
developing white papers and delivering technical webinars
from other subject matter experts and from Tetra Tech’s
headquarters staff.
COVID-19 affected SURE activities in Bangladesh,
necessitating a realignment of the work plan to reflect
the changed and still evolving situation. USAID and
SURE also agreed to extend the period of performance
from December 9, 2020 to May 30, 2021, providing
more time and flexibility for the team to accomplish the
activity objectives. Figure 0-2 summarizes the tasks and
deliverables in the updated work plan.
Table 0-1 summarizes the work completed under each task
through May 15, 2021.
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FIGURE 0-1: SURE Bangladesh core team
Chief of Party (COP)
Headquarters Support
Activity Lead - Bangladesh
Ritesh Singh

National Coordinator

International Subject Matter
Expert - Procurement
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FIGURE 0-2: Tasks in updated work plan
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1.1
White Paper on Power
Sector Reforms

2.1
Capacity-Building on VRE
Integration & Storage

1.2
Recommendation Paper on
RE Implementation Plan

3.1
White Paper on
System-Friendly RE

2.2
White Paper on Challenges
to VRE Development

• National Workshops/Webinars
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Renewable Energy (RE)
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Grid Integration of VRE

3.2
Capacity-Building on
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• Reports

FINAL REPORT – BANGLADESH (OCTOBER 2019- MAY 2021)

TABLE 0-1: Summary of work completed
Task

Progress

PM.1 – Work Plan

The initial work plan was completed and approved in December 2019. It was used
as a living document, with changes incorporated as the situation evolved during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

PM.2 – Local Experts

A national coordinator and a national technical expert were engaged and mobilized in
December 2019 and January 2020, respectively.

PM.3 – Local Office

The local office was set up at Regus (a shared workspace provider) in the UTC
building in February 2020. However, owing to COVID-19 restrictions, it was agreed
to close the office starting in August 2020.
Weekly calls between NREL and the SURE team to coordinate work plans and
joint activities.

PM.4 – Coordination and Review Meetings

Weekly/bi-weekly update/review meeting between the SURE team and USAID
assignment manager.
Monthly review meeting with the chief of party and assignment manager.

1.1 – White Paper on Power Sector
Reforms

This white paper was completed in May 2021.

1.2 – Recommendation Paper on RE
Implementation Plan

The white paper was completed and released in March 2021.

2.1 – National Workshop/Webinar on VRE
Integration and Storage Technologies

Webinars were conducted in December 2020 (December 8-9 and December 13-14).
106 people attended the webinar series, including 86 men and 20 women.

2.2 – White Paper on Challenges in the
Development of VRE in Bangladesh

The white paper was completed and released in June 2020.

3.1 – White Paper on System-Friendly RE

The white paper was completed and released in October 2020.

3.2 – National Workshop/Webinar on RE
Procurement

The webinars were delivered on August 12-13 and August 17-18, 2020 and were
attended by 137 participants.

Knowledge Dissemination Workshop

The webinar was conducted on April 12, 2021. A total of 87 participants attended.
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CHAPTER 1.

DETAILED WORK PERFORMED
1.1 Work Plan Development
and Update
USAID has supported the GoB with significant efforts to
support and bolster the renewable energy sector, which is
necessary to achieve both Bangladesh’s renewable energy
goals and its energy capacity goals more broadly. As part of
this work, the USAID/Bangladesh Mission funded a set of
tasks within three thematic areas of the SURE project:
Integrated resource planning activities for the
Bangladeshi electricity and gas sectors;
2. Grid integration activities for increased uptake of
VRE and cross-border electricity trade; and
3. Feasibility study of energy auctions for electricity
procurement.
1.

USAID is assisting the GoB to make evidence-based decisions
on generation, transmission, and distribution planning with
a focus on uptake of renewable energy, grid integration,
cross-border electricity and gas trade, and procurement of
renewable energy via auctions. With an optimized energy mix
and an expanded energy market, Bangladesh will have more
competitive power costs and, ultimately, lower tariffs for end
users. Furthermore, SURE support will be foundational for the
energy sector’s contributions to national economic growth and
self-reliance. These intended outcomes align with Asia EDGE
objectives and the broader U.S. Indo-Pacific Strategy.

•

The SURE team conducted its first scoping trip to
Bangladesh during the week of October 6, 2019 to
identify possible areas of support to GoB within the
three pillars. The team met with USAID/Bangladesh,
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•

•

•

GoB stakeholders, and donors active in the country’s
energy sector to discuss their priorities, ongoing
and planned activities, possible areas of support and
coordination, and possible areas of collaboration.
After the scoping trip and further deliberations with
USAID and other stakeholders, the work plan was
finalized on December 9, 2019. It identified six tasks,
two within each thematic area. Deliverables included
four white papers, three national workshops, one
regional workshop, and a study tour for GoB officials to
NREL facilities in Denver, CO.
SURE onboarded key personnel in December 2019,
including the activity lead, auctions expert, national
coordinator, and a national technical expert to help
coordinate interactions and dialogue with GoB
stakeholders.
A temporary office space was set up to facilitate dayto-day work, but due to COVID-19, it closed starting in
August 2020.

During late 2019 and in 2020 the COVID-19 pandemic
affected SURE activities, necessitating a realignment of the
work plan and an extension of the period of performance
to May 30, 2021.

•
•
•

The workshops were conducted through webinars, the
study tour to NREL facilities in Denver was dropped, and
resources were channeled toward other deliverables.
Participation in the SURE regional workshop was canceled
(the workshop itself was eventually canceled as well).
New timelines for the deliverables reflected changing
requirements and were adjusted as needed given the
evolving situation.

1

TABLE 1-1: Summary of updated work plan
Task

Deliverables

Timeline

1.1

White Paper on Power Sector Reforms in Bangladesh

May-2021

1.2

Recommendation Paper on RE Implementation Plan

Mar-2021

2.1

Capacity-Building Workshop (Webinar) on VRE Integration and Storage Technologies

Dec-2020

2.2

White Paper on Challenges to the Development of VRE in Bangladesh

Jun-2020

3.1

White Paper on System-Friendly RE Procurement

Oct-2020

3.2

Capacity-Building Workshop (Webinar) on RE Procurement

Aug-2020

Knowledge Dissemination Workshop (national workshop)

Apr-2021

This updated work plan reflects the realigned tasks
and deliverables.

FIGURE 1-1: Cover page—Power Sector Reform
in Bangladesh

1.2 Monitoring, Evaluation, and
Learning (MEL) Activities
In June 2020, the USAID activity lead requested that
SURE complete a data quality assessment checklist for
the indicators in the work plan and identify any that were
not relevant or should not be tracked for this activity. The
team found that all five indicators had sound data collection
methods in place as well as comprehensive performance
indicator reference sheets. However, the EG. 12-3 indicator
(number of laws, policies, regulations, or standards
addressing clean energy formally proposed, adopted, or
implemented as supported by USG assistance) has stringent
limitations that would not allow reporting. The SURE team
proposed dropping EG. 12-3 from the indicator list.

POWER SECTOR REFORM
IN BANGLADESH
SCALING UP RENEWABLE ENERGY (SURE)

The activity lead also requested that SURE develop a
custom indicator to capture stakeholder engagement. This
new indicator was included in the revised MEL Plan along
with Fiscal Year 2020 actuals and Fiscal Year 2021 targets.

1.3 Thematic Area 1: Integrated
Resource Planning (IRP) Activities
The Bangladesh Power System Master Plan 2016 set forth a
long-term strategy to develop the country’s energy sector.
However, a more up-to-date and systematic medium-term
planning framework could help catalyze energy sector
transformation and reduce generation costs by focusing
on the use of new imported natural gas, comprehensive
VRE resource planning, and cross-border electricity and

2

MAY 2021

gas trade. IRP activities worked to identify and evaluate
Bangladesh’s current electricity, renewable energy, and gasto-power infrastructure and resources, with an emphasis on
utilization scenarios to meet near-future energy needs in a
cost-efficient and reliable manner.
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Task 1.1: Develop White Paper on Power Sector
Reforms In Bangladesh
Electricity generation in Bangladesh is open to the private
sector, which commands nearly half the market share.
However, in recent years this share has witnessed a
slow decline due to constraints in obtaining funding for
conventional power plants from multilateral donors and
banks. Bangladesh’s single-buyer model does not provide
much room for competition or efficiency. The transmission
company is state-owned and discharges the duties of both
the transmission company and system operator-cummarket operator. Similarly, the distribution business is
state-owned, and no competition exists in retail. The GoB
is not planning any reforms (particularly in the distribution
sector) in the near future.
In May 2021, the SURE team completed the white paper
Power Sector Reforms in Bangladesh. The paper assesses
challenges and drivers for Bangladesh to pursue further
power sector reforms, provides an overview of the
“textbook model” for reforms and its application in Asia so
far, reviews Bangladesh’s reform progress, and recommends
future reforms tailored to Bangladesh. Key recommendations
include increasing private sector participation (especially
in transmission and distribution) to improve operational
efficiency, separating the functions of transmission and
national load dispatch, and moving from a single-buyer model
to a wholesale power market for increased competition. The
white paper can be accessed at: link.

Task 1.2: Recommendation Paper on Renewable
Energy Implementation Plan
The Power Sector Master Plan 2016 sets targets of 24 GW,
40 GW, and 60 GW grid capacity by 2021, 2030, and 2041
respectively. The Renewable Energy Policy 2008 set a goal of
generating 5 percent and 10 percent of the country’s electricity
from renewable energy by 2015 and 2020 respectively.
The GoB missed the 5 percent goal in 2015, but since then
momentum has picked up. Renewable energy growth in
Bangladesh is primarily found in off-grid solar photovoltaic (PV)
systems (328 MW), with grid-connected renewable energy
accounting for 139.81 MW (excluding hydro capacity). A large
proportion of capacity comes from one 230 MW hydropower
plant and 139 MW of grid-connected solar PV. Still, their
contribution remains at 1.81 percent of total installed capacity
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FIGURE 1-2: Cover page—Recommendation for a
Renewable Energy Implementation Action Plan for
Bangladesh

RECOMMENDATION FOR
A RENEWABLE ENERGY
IMPLEMENTATION ACTION
PLAN FOR BANGLADESH
SCALING UP RENEWABLE ENERGY (SURE)

MARCH 2021

as of December 2020. Hence, achieving the 10 percent goal
in the next couple years will be extremely difficult. While
many solar parks and wind projects are in the planning stages,
including solar projects with combined capacity of 1,327 MW,
a detailed and synchronized renewable energy implementation
plan has not been developed. Discussions with the Sustainable
Renewable Energy Development Agency identified the need
for such a plan.
In March 2021, SURE completed and released a white
paper titled Recommendations for a Renewable Energy
Implementation Action Plan for Bangladesh that analyzes
Bangladesh’s future power generation capacity plans,
examines the targets set in various policies to promote
utility-scale renewable energy, and proposes an alternative
development plan for grid-connected renewable energy.
This plan will allow Bangladesh to meet its international
greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction commitments—reducing
GHG emissions from the power sector by 5 percent

3

by 2030—and to make progress on reducing its high
dependence on imported primary fuels. The proposed plan
also shows that Bangladesh could target 10 percent of total
electricity demand to be met by renewable energy after
2021 and maintain this share until 2041, estimating 31.32
GW of installed capacity coming from solar PV and wind
power by 2041. The white paper also proposes a detailed
implementation guideline to help the GoB achieve its
development targets. The paper can be accessed at link.

1.4 Thematic Area 2: Grid
Integration Study Activities
Weak transmission and distribution systems in Bangladesh
often lead to poor load management and excessive energy
rationing, including load shedding. With a higher anticipated
uptake of renewable energy, activities supporting a grid
integration study will help plans for grid modernization
and optimal levels of renewable energy integration. While
developing a full-scale grid model and grid integration study is
beyond SURE’s scope, these activities focused on identifying
key issues and challenges that impede development and
adoption of VRE, technical standards to support renewable
integration, an economic dispatch system to advance
renewables, and capacity-building in select technical and
management areas.

Task 2.1: Capacity-Building on Energy Storage and
Grid Integration
While there are many planned studies on grid integration
of VRE (both project-specific and at the overall grid level),
GoB stakeholders feel that there are not enough capacitybuilding activities to prepare them for the future. This need is
particularly felt in the areas of storage technologies that help
balance the grid and enable higher penetration of renewable
energy, interpreting and understanding aspects of grid
integration, and the process and technologies that make a grid
flexible and resilient.

106 people attended the webinar series, including 86
men and 20 women. Out of this number, SURE reported
57 participants, including 43 men and nine women. The
webinar recordings are available at the links below.

Task 2.2: White Paper on Challenges in the
Development of VRE in Bangladesh
The SURE team delivered the activity’s first white paper,
Challenges in the Development of Variable Renewable Energy in
Bangladesh, to USAID/Bangladesh and local stakeholders in
June 2020. This paper identifies the most critical challenges
hindering the development of grid-connected VRE in
Bangladesh and outlines specific actions to spur growth in
grid-connected renewables.
Bangladesh has significant solar energy potential throughout
the country due to its geographical location. A study has
shown that its total grid-connected solar PV potential could
be as high as 50 GW. A recent wind assessment by NREL
demonstrated that an area of more than 20,000 km² exhibits
wind speeds of between 5.75–7.75 meters per second, with
gross wind potential of over 30 GW. However, large-scale

Webinar Series 2: Advanced Energy Systems: Grid Integration of Variable Renewable
Energy and Flexibility Solutions

Recording Link

Slides Link

Module 1: Introduction to Renewable Energy in the Power System

Recording

Slides

Module 2: Power System Long-Term Planning for Renewable Energy Integration

Recording

Slides

Module 3: Grid Integration Challenges and Solutions for Increasing Power System Flexibility Recording

Slides

Recording

Slides

Module 4: Utility-Scale Energy Storage Systems
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In coordination with NREL, the team conducted a
capacity-building webinar series, Advanced Energy Systems
in Bangladesh: Grid Integration of Variable Renewable Energy
and Flexibility Solutions from December 8-14, 2020. Over 50
stakeholders sent representatives to the four-part series,
including the GoB, local universities, public and private
power entities, and non-governmental organizations. The
grid integration webinars introduced key concepts, reviewed
challenges, disproved common myths related to grid
integration, and discussed tools and best practices for longterm power system planning in Bangladesh. The grid flexibility
webinars provided an overview of grid integration studies and
their applications and conducted a deep dive into strategies
to overcome barriers to flexibility, including emerging
technologies such as energy storage. The Renewable Energy
Auctions Toolkit houses the video recordings.
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renewable energy development in Bangladesh has been slow
due to a number of constraints within the power sector.
SURE identified renewable energy development challenges
through extensive consultations with key informants from
the public, private, and academic arenas as well as through a
literature review and group discussions from various energy
workshops. The key challenges are:
There is little effective policy to address the challenges
of utility-scale renewable energy development.
2. Land availability for renewable energy projects is limited.
3. Renewable energy targets and plans are not
synchronized with future electricity transmission
infrastructure plans, nor do they align with policies
or support for new transmission infrastructure for
conventional power plants and renewable energy plants.
4. The country lacks solar and wind resource data.
5. Government agencies that finance renewable
energy currently exclude preferential lending
for utility-scale projects.
6. There is no standardized procurement program.
7. Bangladesh lacks institutional capacity.
1.

The white paper presents specific solutions and
actionable recommendations based on these challenges. If
implemented, the recommendations will allow the GoB to
make meaningful gains in new generation capacity through
renewable energy. Realistic and targeted changes to the
current sector support measures will allow the government
to reach its renewable energy goals.
The paper was widely circulated through e-mails to
stakeholders in Bangladesh, including the GoB, private
sector, academia, and non-governmental and non-profit
organizations. It was also publicized through USAID/
Bangladesh and Tetra Tech social media and can be accessed
at link.

1.5 Thematic Area 3: Energy
Auction Feasibility Study Activities
To date, five grid-connected solar projects with a combined
capacity of 88.4 MW have been completed and 11 new
solar and wind projects with cumulative capacity of 618.8
MW have been approved by the government. Building
on this momentum, the results of NREL’s wind resource
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FIGURE 1-3: Cover page—Challenges in the
Development of VRE in Bangladesh

CHALLENGES IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF
VARIABLE RENEWABLE
ENERGY IN BANGLADESH
SCALING UP RENEWABLE ENERGY (SURE)

JUNE 2020

mapping study, and USAID’s robust support for auctions in
Mexico, Colombia, and Kazakhstan, SURE supported energy
auction-related studies for Bangladesh.

Task 3.1: Prepare White Paper on System-Friendly
Procurement
System-friendly competitive procurement incentivizes the
deployment of VRE by considering the system costs and
benefits of renewable energy in the award decision. Adding
renewable energy to the grid can create additional costs
related to grid connection, extension and reinforcement,
curtailment, redispatch, balancing, and grid losses. Systemfriendly competitive procurement considers part of these
costs and represents an opportunity to support higher
uptake of renewable energy by improving the match
between power supply and demand, mitigating grid
integration costs, and reducing intermittency. While the
current installed utility-scale renewable energy capacity in
Bangladesh is rather low, grid capacity and stability concerns
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are commonly voiced by stakeholders and could become
more pressing with an increased share of renewable energy.
The white paper titled System-Friendly Competitive
Renewable Energy Procurement in Bangladesh was released
in October 2020 and focuses on early opportunities for
Bangladesh to address the system challenges of increasing
VRE capacity. It offers auction design elements that can
support continued integration of VRE into the power
system, such as time-based incentives, location-based
incentives, and physical and virtual hybrid configurations.
The paper was disseminated to stakeholders and posted on
USAID’s Development Experience Clearinghouse. It can be
accessed at link.

FIGURE 1-4: Cover page—System-Friendly
Competitive Renewable Energy Procurement in
Bangladesh

SYSTEM-FRIENDLY
COMPETITIVE RENEWABLE
ENERGY PROCUREMENT
IN BANGLADESH
SCALING UP RENEWABLE ENERGY (SURE)

Task 3.2: Procurement Capacity-Building
To achieve the country’s 10 percent renewable energy
target by 2021, Bangladesh has initiated several procurement
processes for solar PV and wind. This includes unsolicited bids
(mostly solar) and tendered engineering, procurement, and
construction projects as well as independent power projects.
However, the current renewable energy procurement process
is not well coordinated among the different stakeholder groups,
with several procurement rounds plagued by difficulties.
Several awarded solar PV projects have not yet been built,
while a recent wind tender only received one high bid. There
is currently no reliable procurement schedule for renewable
energy in Bangladesh.
The GoB hopes to stimulate private sector investment and
rural economic development and meet growing energy
demand through domestic energy resources. To support
Bangladesh’s wind power development goals, SURE and
NREL collaborated to hold a series of four webinars on
wind energy project development and renewable energy
procurement in August 2020 (Aug 12-13 and 17-18). In the
wind technology and development webinars, 72 participants
learned about wind technology and the market, including a
primer on the importance of data-driven decision-making
and a tutorial on how to use RE Data Explorer, a geospatial
tool that supports renewable energy investment and
deployment decisions.
In the renewable energy procurement design, bidding simulation,
and procurement bankability webinars, 65 participants watched
simulations that illustrated the pros and cons of different
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procurement methods, demystified power procurement and
implementation agreements, and suggested tools for reducing
project risks. As a result, attendees can now identify the unique,
context-specific challenges and opportunities associated with
renewable energy procurement, understand best practices and
how to apply them, and understand how policy and regulatory
environments can support renewable energy deployment in
Bangladesh. Developing a clear and transparent procurement
process would help increase private sector investment in the
clean energy sector, encourage rural economic development,
and help meet growing energy demand through domestic
energy resources.
A total of 137 participants attended the four webinars. Of
these, 69 participants counted/credited for SURE and 68
counted/credited for NREL. Out of 69, 50 participants were
men, 11 were women, and the gender of eight participants
was unknown. The webinar series recordings and links to
slides are in the table below.
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Webinar Series 1: Wind Energy Development and Renewable Energy Procurement

Recording Link

Slides Link

Module 1: Wind Technology Overview

Recording

Slides

Module 2: Wind Development Overview

Recording

Slides

Module 3: Renewable Energy Procurement, Part 1

Recording

Slides

Module 4: Renewable Energy Procurement, Part 2

Recording

Slides

FINAL REPORT – BANGLADESH (OCTOBER 2019- MAY 2021)

7

CHAPTER 2.

SUGGESTIONS FOR
FUTURE PROGRAMS
The GoB has set an ambitious target to achieve mid-income
nation status by 2021 and transform into a developed
nation by 2041. Bangladesh’s Second Perspective Plan 20212041, prepared by the General Economics Division of the
Planning Division, forecasts that by 2041 the poverty rate
will drop to zero, GDP will increase by 9.9 percent, and per
capita income will climb to $12,500 (from $1,909 today).
Such growth needs to be supported by energy security
and universal access to high quality, reliable electricity that
can fuel economic and social activities. USAID is working
with the GoB to help realize its goals of energy security
and universal access through many initiatives, such as SURE,
NREL’s Wind Power Capacity-Building (WPCB) project,
and the U.S. National Association of Regulatory Utility
Commissioners’ assistance to the Bangladesh Electricity
Regulatory Commission. Use of locally available resources
such as solar and wind is key to ensuring energy security and
reducing reliance on fast-depleting fossil fuel reserves. These
natural resources have their own challenges, which relate
to the time and place of their availability and integration
with the grid. SURE and WPCB have supported the GoB to
address these aspects over the last two years.
However, much more needs to be done; stakeholders recognize
the need for capacity-building and continued support to speed
up the adoption of renewables and of advanced and modern
energy technologies; improve the institutional capacity of
energy agencies; and leverage regional capacities to strengthen
energy security through trade and collaboration.
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Based on lessons from SURE, upcoming programs such as
Bangladesh Advancing Development and Growth through
Energy (BADGE) and Reinforcing Advanced Energy Systems
(RAES) should address the following tasks:
Help align sector policies and long-term power sector
planning based on a least regrets approach for building
climate and system resilience.
2. Support demonstration projects for utility-scale
renewable, hybrid, and advanced energy systems
such as storage to display the technologies’ feasibility,
support the business case for their use, and enhance
the confidence of the private sector and financial
institutions.
3. Conduct a site-specific resource mapping and technical
potential assessment for large-scale renewable projects
including grid capacity, access, and grid stability studies.
4. Support GoB agencies to develop and implement an
accelerated renewable energy development plan to
achieve the target of meeting 10 percent of energy
demand with renewable energy.
5. Catalyze the adoption of transparent and competitive
system-friendly procurements to advance the
establishment of a mature market and supply chain for
renewable energy projects.
6. Work with the GoB to improve the operational
performance and financial situation of off-taker
utilities (Bangladesh Power Development Board and
distribution companies).
1.
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Help the GoB develop frameworks and implementation
plans to reduce fossil fuel subsidies that distort the
market against renewable energy.
8. Mobilize the private sector by creating a formal
industry advisory body and by conducting road shows,
exchanges, and capacity-building.
9. Work with financial institutions to improve their
understanding of renewable and advanced energy
systems. Facilitate funding to credible projects.
10. Undertake a broad-based capacity-building program
that includes all key stakeholders from the public and
7.
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private sectors. Facilitate linkages with technology
partners, research institutes, and benchmark utilities as
well as peer exchanges in the region and elsewhere.
11. Support power sector reforms that improve efficiency
in the sector and help accelerate the adoption of
renewables and advanced energy systems.
12. Help the GoB leverage capacities in South Asia to
improve energy security through electricity trade,
collaboration, and peer exchanges.
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CHAPTER 3.

MEL INDICATORS AND
REPORTED NUMBERS
October 1, 2019 – April 30, 20211
M&E Indicator

Disaggregation

Target

Actuals FY 21 Details and Disaggregation

•
# of people trained in
clean energy supported by
USG assistance (EG.12-1)

Male/female

# of institutions in focus
countries with improved
capacity to address climate
change issues as a result of
USG assistance (EG. 12-2)

Institution type:
national, subnational, regional,
private, other

Number of laws, policies,
regulations, or standards
addressing clean energy
formally proposed,
adopted, or implemented
as supported by USG
assistance (EG.12-3)

•
•

National,
sub-national,
regional
Proposed,
adopted,
implemented

SURE trained 69 people (50 M, 11 F, 8 unknown) through
a webinar series on RE Development and Procurement.
SURE reported 50% of total participants (137)

75

122

2

0

The target was not achieved due to COVID-19
and the limited amount of engagement the activity
previously envisioned.

2

0

SURE proposed to drop this indicator during the data
quality assessment review.

4

4

Four white papers were produced during the program.

1

0

The aim was to support the GoB in initiating the
procurement of at least one RE project; however, the
activity was not able to achieve this target as the GoB did
not initiate any new auctions.

20

43

•

SURE trained 53 people (43 M, 10 F) through a
webinar series on Grid Integration and Storage. SURE
reported 50% of total participants (106)

Proposed,

Number of tools proposed,
developed,
developed, adopted,
implemented,
implemented (custom)
adopted

Number of clean energy
auctions supported
(custom)
Number of stakeholder
organizations in focus
countries that the activity
engaged with (custom)

1

•

Country

•

Public, private,
academic
and research,
nonprofit,
other

The activity engaged with 43 stakeholders (30 public, 8
private, 2 academic and research, and 3 nonprofit).

These indicators have been taken from SURE’s MEL Plan and conform to guidance provided in the performance indicator reference sheets therein. The table
includes the SURE indicators the activity reports on.
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SCALING UP RENEWABLE ENERGY (SURE)
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Ritesh Kumar Singh
SURE/Bangladesh Activity Lead
Tetra Tech (SURE Implementing Partner)
RiteshKumar.Singh@tetratech.com

