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KEY DEVELOPMENTS  

 On July 9, the Republic of South Sudan became the world’s newest country.  Upon independence, USAID designated 
a new mission in Juba, the capital.  On July 14, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires R. Barrie Walkley declared a disaster in South 
Sudan due to an ongoing complex emergency caused by population displacement and returnee inflows from Sudan, 
continued armed conflict, and perennial environmental shocks—including drought and flooding—that may further 
compound humanitarian needs.  USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA) continues to 
provide essential humanitarian assistance to conflict-affected populations and returnees across the country, through 
ongoing grants initiated prior to independence. 

 From July 16 to 31, the U.N. Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) deployed more than 1,600 Ethiopian 
peacekeepers to the Abyei Area.  According to the U.N. and local authorities, the area will remain unsafe for the 
return of displaced persons until landmines and unexploded ordnance are removed and the Sudanese Armed Forces 
(SAF) have fully withdrawn from the area. 

 Individuals of Southern origin continued to return to South Sudan from Sudan, with more than 12,000 people 
arriving between independence on July 9 and August 8, according to the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM).  As of August 3, approximately 7,500 returnees awaited onward transportation assistance in Renk, a major 
transit town in Upper Nile State.         

 Post-independence, USAID/OFDA and USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) continue to support 
partners in responding to immediate needs of conflict-affected individuals while building the foundations for the 
peaceful reintegration and long-term recovery of vulnerable populations across South Sudan.  To date in FY 2011, 
USAID has provided nearly $152.7 million in humanitarian assistance to the 10 states comprising South Sudan.  In 
addition, the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (State/PRM) has obligated 
more than $56.4 million in FY 2011 to date for humanitarian protection and assistance activities in South Sudan and 
Sudan. 

 

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE                                                                                        Source 

New Conflict-Related Displacements in South Sudan in 20111 273,999 OCHA2 – July 2011 

Refugees Originating from South Sudan 100,000 UNHCR3 – January 2011 

Refugees in South Sudan4  28,000 UNHCR – June 2011 

IDP5 and Refugee Returns to South Sudan and the Three 
Areas 
January 2005 to November 2010 IDP Returns 
October 30, 2010 to July 26, 2011 IDP Returns 
January 2005 to July 2011 Refugee Returns 

 
 
2 million  
369,710  
331,967  

 
 
UNHCR – April 2011 
OCHA/RCSO6 – July 26, 2011  
UNHCR – July 3, 2011 

 

FY 2011 HUMANITARIAN FUNDING TO SOUTH SUDAN7  

USAID/OFDA Assistance to South Sudan $88,838,969 

USAID/FFP Assistance to South Sudan $63,858,800 

Total USAID Assistance to South Sudan $152,697,769 

 

                                                 
1Figure reflects cumulative displacements in South Sudan from January 1–July 15, 2011, including the more than 98,000 persons displaced from Abyei Area in 
mid-May.  
2 U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
3 Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
4 The majority of the refugees in South Sudan are from the Central African Republic (CAR) and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 
5 Internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
6 U.N. Resident Coordinator’s Support Office (RCSO) 
7 Includes USAID humanitarian funding committed prior to July 9, when the 10 states comprising South Sudan remained part of Sudan. 
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FY 2011 HUMANITARIAN FUNDING TO SUDAN AND SOUTH SUDAN  

USAID/OFDA Assistance to Sudan and South Sudan $188,044,229 

USAID/FFP Assistance to Sudan and South Sudan $242,435,400 

State/PRM Assistance to Sudan and South Sudan $56,478,701 

Total USAID and State Assistance to Sudan and South Sudan $486,958,330 

 
Context 

 The January 2005 signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) between the Government of the Republic 
of the Sudan and the southern-based Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) officially ended more than two 
decades of north–south conflict within Sudan during which famine, fighting, and disease killed an estimated 2 million 
people and displaced at least 4.5 million others.  Between the signing of the peace agreement in 2005 and July 2011, 
more than 2 million IDPs and 331,000 refugees returned to their communities in Southern Sudan and the Three 
Areas of Abyei, Southern Kordofan, and Blue Nile, according to IOM and UNHCR.  

 The CPA contained a provision for the ten states of Southern Sudan to conduct a referendum on self-determination 
on January 9, 2011, which resulted in a vote for independence.  The Republic of South Sudan declared independence 
on July 9, 2011.     

 Conflict—including inter‐ and intra‐communal violence, clashes between security forces and armed opposition 
groups, and SAF deployment in Abyei Area since mid-May—displaced approximately 274,750 people within the 10 
states of South Sudan between January 1 and July 15, according to OCHA.  Meanwhile, insecurity, landmines, and the 
ongoing rainy season continued to restrict humanitarian space across the country, hindering the delivery of critical 
assistance to populations in need, particularly in Unity, Lakes, and Jonglei states, according to OCHA.  The U.N. 
issued a demarche to the Government of South Sudan on August 3, insisting that high-level officials take immediate 
action to expand humanitarian space. 

 
Security and Humanitarian Access 

 Humanitarian access to conflict-affected populations in Unity State remained restricted through July due to ongoing 
insecurity and the presence of landmines along main roads.  As of August 5, the main roads between Maper town, 
Lakes State, and Leer and Bentiu towns, Unity State, as well as roads in and out of Mayom town, Unity State, 
remained closed to all traffic, according to the South Sudan Logistics Cluster—the coordinating body for 
humanitarian logistics activities in the country.  However, on August 4, OCHA reported that the U.N. Mine Action 
Office had begun clearing landmines along the road between Bentiu and Leer towns.  Proactive contingency planning 
and pre-positioning efforts supported by USAID/OFDA have allowed humanitarian agencies to respond to the 
immediate needs of conflict-affected populations in Unity State, despite access challenges.  

 Following intensified conflict in mid-April between the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and opposition 
groups in Unity State, areas of displacement remained inaccessible until July 25, when a U.N. interagency mission 
gained access to Mayom town, verifying approximately 4,600 displaced people.  The assessment team identified 
urgent needs for food, education, and water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) assistance among displaced 
populations, and relief agencies operating in Unity State are coordinating to launch a response. 

 
Food Security and Nutrition 

 During the first half of 2011, food security deteriorated to crisis levels in many areas of South Sudan due to the 
combined effects of conflict, large-scale displacement, the rapid influx of returnees from Sudan, and restricted trade 
between Sudan and South Sudan, according to the USAID-funded Famine Early Warning System Network (FEWS 
NET).  Food insecurity was concentrated in Northern Bahr el Ghazal (NBeG), Unity, Warrap, Lakes, Upper Nile, 
and Jonglei states, as of late July.  

 North–south trade restrictions eased somewhat in mid-July, allowing increased flows of food and fuel to South 
Sudan, according to FEWS NET.  However, due to persistent insecurity along trade routes and ongoing fighting in 
Southern Kordofan, Sudan, FEWS NET predicts that below average market supplies and above average prices will 
prevail in the northern border states of South Sudan, at least through September. 

 Among children under five years of age, levels of acute malnutrition exceed the internationally accepted global acute 
malnutrition (GAM) threshold of 15 percent in South Sudan, according to a July 14 report released by the U.N. 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF).  In certain areas, particularly in states that border Sudan, acute malnutrition levels exceed 
20 percent, according to UNICEF.   

 To date in FY 2011, USAID/OFDA has provided approximately $16 million in essential agriculture, food security, 
and nutrition assistance to mitigate the effects of malnutrition in vulnerable populations across South Sudan.  For 
example, through the International Medical Corps (IMC), USAID/OFDA provided more than $1.4 million for 
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community-based nutrition assistance to approximately 95,000 malnourished people—targeting infants and young 
children—in Akobo County, Jonglei State. 

 The U.N. World Food Program (WFP) is distributing emergency food assistance—largely U.S. commodities provided 
by USAID/FFP—to meet the needs of vulnerable individuals through the hunger season.  Through FY 2010 and FY 
2011 funding, USAID/FFP has contributed $90.3 million to WFP’s 2011 emergency operations, providing an 
estimated 103,500 metric tons (MT) of food aid in South Sudan.  USAID/FFP support has enabled WFP to assist the 
vast majority of the 1.5 million beneficiaries WFP identifies as in need, although the recent deterioration in the 
northern border states of South Sudan has led to food shortfalls for some activities.  USAID/FFP recently provided 
$37 million to WFP for 2012 program needs. 
 

Abyei Area Displacements 

 In late June—approximately one month after conflict between the SAF and the SPLA displaced more than 98,000 
people from Abyei Area—relief agencies completed the life-saving phase of the humanitarian response, successfully 
addressing urgent needs for food and relief items.   

 Persistent insecurity and the presence of landmines and unexploded ordnance in Abyei Area continued to prevent 
IDPs from returning to areas north of the Kiir River, as of August 8.  The majority of IDPs remained concentrated in 
Twic County, Warrap State, and in and around Agok town.  Significant IDP populations were also present in NBeG, 
Western Bahr el Ghazal (WBeG), and Unity states, according to IOM.  Relief agencies continued to monitor and 
respond to food, nutrition, health, and WASH needs in areas of displacement.  For example, USAID/OFDA recently 
provided more than $3.5 million to GOAL to provide approximately 176,000 people in Abyei Area and Twic County 
with improved access to agricultural livelihoods activities, health services, and sanitation facilities, such as school 
latrines and hand-washing sites. 

 As of July 13, USAID/FFP, through WFP, had provided emergency food assistance to meet the needs of more than 
108,000 persons affected by the Abyei Area conflict, including displaced people.  In addition, using commodities 
from USAID/FFP, WFP and other humanitarian organizations are collaborating to prevent acute malnutrition by 
providing supplementary foods to displaced children between six months and five years of age in Twic County and 
the Agok area.  

 During a June 22 to 23 visit to Twic County, a USAID/OFDA team identified emergency shelter as the most urgent 
need among the estimated 40,000 IDPs in the area.  Through IOM, USAID/OFDA plans to distribute emergency 
relief supplies—including plastic sheeting and twine—to address outstanding shelter requirements among displaced 
populations.    

 
Sudan–South Sudan Population Movements and Refugee Returns 

 Between October 30, 2010, and July 9, 2011, more than 315,000 individuals of southern origin returned to South 
Sudan from Sudan, according to IOM.  As of August 8, the southward movement of returnees continued, with more 
than 12,000 individuals arriving in South Sudan by bus, barge, and train since independence on July 9.    

 Relief agencies continued to provide emergency assistance to returnees arriving in Renk—a major transit town in 
Upper Nile State where more than 10,000 people arrived between June 28 and July 28, according to OCHA.  As of 
August 3, approximately 7,500 returnees resided in Renk, awaiting onward transportation assistance to final 
destinations throughout South Sudan.  USAID/OFDA supports IOM to monitor population movements and 
provide essential emergency relief commodities, such as blankets and plastic sheeting, to returnees in Renk.   

 Anticipating that as many as 300,000 additional returnees could arrive in Renk through the remainder of 2011, relief 
agencies continue to work to increase onward transport capacity to returnees’ final destinations across South Sudan.  
IOM—with USAID/OFDA financial support—and UNHCR are establishing temporary settlement sites near transit 
points in Upper Nile, Jonglei, Lakes, and Central Equatoria states to accommodate up to 150,000 returnees until 
weather and security conditions permit movement to final destinations. 

 From 2005 to date, UNHCR has recorded nearly 332,000 refugee returns to South Sudan from Uganda, Kenya, 
Ethiopia, Eritrea, the DRC, and CAR.  Of the total, approximately 500 refugees returned to South Sudan between 
November 2010 and August 2011.  While State/PRM will continue to support UNHCR and non-governmental 
organizations to provide some reintegration assistance to returning refugees, State/PRM is transitioning away from 
this type of assistance because of the absence of any significant refugee returns in the last year.  

 

Reintegration 

 To assist with reintegration efforts, USAID/OFDA supports innovative, market-driven programs that match 
identified needs and market opportunities with returnees’ skill sets and resources.  USAID’s reintegration programs 
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seek to rebuild livelihoods, construct basic infrastructure, improve food security, and increase access to basic services.  
In order to mitigate potential conflict, assistance balances the needs of returnees and their host communities. 

 USAID/OFDA recently provided more than $1.2 million to Horn Relief for the provision of economic recovery and 
market systems assistance—including cash-for-work opportunities, recovery of productive assets, and livelihoods 
activities—to approximately 9,000 people in returnee households across NBeG State.   

 Through Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA), USAID/OFDA has provided nearly $2.5 million to promote successful 
reintegration of up to 49,000 returnees in nine of 11 counties in Jonglei State through training in improved farming 
techniques, tool distribution, and seed fairs, where farmers use vouchers to buy seeds from local vendors, allowing 
them to obtain necessary farming inputs while supporting the local economy.  Since October 30, 2010, more than 
19,000 people have returned to Jonglei State from Sudan, and conflict has displaced approximately 48,000 individuals 
internally.   
 

Other Humanitarian Assistance 

 On June 20, the U.N. launched the first Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP) for South Sudan, which includes 
revisions to original projects in the 2011 Sudan Work Plan, as well as new projects designed to address priority needs 
resulting from conflict, natural disasters, and contracted humanitarian space in the country.  As of August 10, the 
CAP, comprising more than 250 projects totaling nearly $621 million, was funded at 37 percent. 

 Through the Central Emergency Response Fund, the U.N. is allocating $4.5 million to IOM, $4.5 million to 
UNHCR, and $2.5 million to UNICEF to prepare for and respond to the humanitarian needs of additional returns to 
South Sudan.  

 In July, the South Sudan Logistics Cluster received $6 million from the Common Humanitarian Fund to expand 
humanitarian access in South Sudan and Abyei Area, prioritizing roads in Unity State from Bentiu town to Tonga and 
Shamba towns.    
 

FY 2011 USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SOUTH SUDAN 

Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE1 

Action Against Hunger-USA Nutrition, WASH NBeG, Warrap $1,050,000 

Agency for Technical 

Cooperation and Development 

(ACTED) 

Agriculture and Food Security, Economic 

Recovery and Market Systems, Logistics and 

Relief Commodities, WASH 

Warrap, WBeG $2,289,238 

Adventist Development and 

Relief Agency (ADRA) 

Agriculture and Food Security, Economic 

Recovery and Market Systems, WASH 
Eastern Equatoria, Jonglei $1,353,411 

American Refugee Committee 

(ARC) 

Economic Recovery and Market Systems, Health, 

Protection, WASH 

Central Equatoria, Eastern 

Equatoria, Upper Nile 
$2,856,576 

CARE WASH Unity $1,004,877 

CHF International 
Agriculture and Food Security, Economic 

Recovery and Market Systems, WASH 

Central Equatoria, Eastern 

Equatoria 
$1,915,362 

Concern Agriculture and Food Security NBeG $905,428 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
Agriculture and Food Security, Economic 

Recovery and Market Systems, Health, WASH 

Central Equatoria, Eastern 

Equatoria, Jonglei, Upper Nile  
$4,084,957 

Christian Mission Aid Health Jonglei, Upper Nile $1,269,685 

U.N. Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) 
Agriculture and Food Security South Sudan-wide $500,000 

GOAL 
Agriculture and Food Security, Economic 

Recovery and Market Systems, Health, WASH 
Warrap, Abyei Area $3,544,822 

Horn Relief Economic Recovery and Market Systems, WASH NBeG $1,500,697 
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International Federation of Red 

Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies (IFRC) 

Health, Logistics and Relief Commodities South Sudan-wide $500,000 

IMC Nutrition Jonglei $1,401,004 

IMC WASH Upper Nile $1,200,000 

Interchurch Health Upper Nile $1,199,584 

IOM Rapid Response Fund 

Health, Humanitarian Coordination and Info 

Management, Logistics and Relief Commodities, 

Shelter and Settlements, WASH 

South Sudan, Abyei $4,000,000 

IOM 

Health, Humanitarian Coordination and Info 

Management, Logistics and Relief Commodities, 

Shelter and Settlements, WASH 

South Sudan-wide $10,000,000 

IOM 
Humanitarian Coordination and Information 

Management, Logistics and Relief Commodities 
South Sudan-wide $6,000,000 

International Rescue Committee 

(IRC) 
Health NBeG $1,756,695 

IRC Health NBeG, Unity $1,196,210 

Medair, SWI Health, WASH Upper Nile, Lakes $1,617,821 

Mercy Corps 
Agriculture and Food Security, Economic 

Recovery and Market Systems 
Unity $943,746 

NPA 
Agriculture and Food Security, Economic 

Recovery and Market Systems 
Upper Nile $1,022,738 

NPA Agriculture and Food Security Jonglei $2,479,404 

Norwegian Refugee Council 

(NRC) 

Agriculture and Food Security, Natural and 

Technological Risks, WASH 
Warrap $1,731,025 

OCHA 
Humanitarian Coordination and Information 

Management 
South Sudan-wide $2,500,000 

PACT WASH 
Eastern Equatoria, Jonglei, 

NBeG, Upper Nile 
$3,500,000 

Relief International 
Agriculture and Food Security, Economic 

Recovery and Market Systems 
Upper Nile $653,842 

Save the Children/U.S. (SC/US) Health Jonglei, Upper Nile $2,480,330 

Samaritan's Purse WASH NBeG, WBeG, Lakes, Warrab $1,065,706 

Solidarites WASH Unity $923,226 

Solidarites WASH Jonglei, Unity, Upper Nile $365,082 

Tearfund WASH NBeG $824,035 

United Methodist Committee on 

Relief (UMCOR) 

Economic Recovery and Market Systems, 

Protection, WASH 
NBeG $943,184 
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U.N. Development Program 

(UNDP) 
Shelter and Settlements 

NBeG, Unity, Upper Nile, 

Warrap, Jonglei 
$1,052,313 

UNICEF Nutrition, WASH South Sudan-wide $1,500,000 

U.N. Office for Project Services 

(UNOPS) 
Logistics and Relief Commodities South Sudan-wide $3,000,000 

Vétérinaires Sans 

Frontières/Belgium (VSF/B) 
Agriculture and Food Security 

Central Equatoria, Jonglei, 

Lakes, NBeG, Unity, Upper 

Nile, Warrap, Western 

Equatoria 

$2,900,000 

WFP Logistics and Relief Commodities South Sudan-wide $1,000,000 

WFP 
Humanitarian Coordination and Information 

Management 
South Sudan-wide $1,000,000 

U.N. World Health Organization 

(WHO) 
Health South Sudan-wide $1,000,000 

World Relief International Agriculture and Food Security, Health, Nutrition  Unity $1,585,996 

World Concern Development 

Organization (WCDO) 

Agriculture and Food Security, Economic 

Recovery and Market Systems 
Warrap $919,150 

World Vision Agriculture and Food Security, Health, WASH Warrap $1,646,762 

World Vision 
Agriculture and Food Security, Economic 

Recovery and Market Systems, Health, Protection 
Western Equatoria $1,242,335 

  Program Support South Sudan-wide $1,413,728 

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE   $88,838,969 

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE2 

WFP 
49,270 MT of P.L. 480 Title II Emergency Food 

Assistance 
South Sudan-wide $63,858,800 

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE   $63,858,800 

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SOUTH SUDAN IN FY 2011 $152,697,769 
1 USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of July 18, 2011.   
2 Estimated value of food assistance. 

 

FY 2011 USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SUDAN AND SOUTH SUDAN 

Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO SUDAN AND SOUTH SUDAN 

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE $188,044,229 

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO SUDAN AND SOUTH SUDAN 

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE   $242,435,400 

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SUDAN AND SOUTH SUDAN IN FY 2011 $430,479,629 

STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE TO SUDAN AND SOUTH SUDAN 

ARC Economic Livelihoods Eastern Equatoria $399,265 

ARC Primary health, WASH Eastern Equatoria $983,281 

ARC Multi-sectoral assistance Central Equatoria $446,729 

CHF International Anti-SGBV Eastern Equatoria $399,833 

Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Education Eastern Equatoria $450,167  
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International Committee of the 

Red Cross (ICRC) 
Multi-sectoral protection and assistance Sudan and South Sudan $18,100,000  

IOM WASH Western Equatoria $500,000  

UMCOR Education, WASH Central Equatoria $399,426  

UNHCR Contribution to Emergency Response Appeal Sudan and South Sudan $7,800,000 

UNHCR Multi-sectoral protection and assistance Sudan and South Sudan $26,300,000 

World Vision Education, Health Western Equatoria $700,000 

TOTAL STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE  $56,478,701 

TOTAL USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SUDAN AND SOUTH SUDAN IN 

FY 2011 
$486,958,330 

 

PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 

 The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations that 
are conducting relief operations. A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for response efforts 
in South Sudan can be found at www.interaction.org. 

 USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in the 
affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse space); 
can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken region; and 
ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

 More information can be found at: 
The Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or (202) 821-1999 
Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID web site at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/ 

http://www.reliefweb.int/

