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AID AND DEVELOPMENT

The capability approach, 
technology and design.  Oosterlaken, 
Ilse and Jeroen van den Hoven, editors. 
Dordrecht; New York: Springer, 2012.

Essays in this volume examine technology 
in the context of the capability approach, 
which emphasizes equality, justice, and 
well-being in development.  Authors 
examine the impacts and potential of 
technology, ICTs, and design on human 
development.  Case studies discuss topics 
such as laptops for children and using 
technology to strengthen institutions.

Development cooperation and emerging powers: new 
partners or old patterns?  Chaturvedi, Sachin, Thomas Fues, and 
Elizabeth Sidiropoulos, editors.  New York: Zed Books, 2012.

This volume about South-South 
development cooperation looks 
at the development motivations, 
policies, and practices of emerging 
countries.  Authors examine the 
increasing involvement of China, India, 
Brazil, Mexico, and South Africa in 
development assistance and how their 
approaches differ from traditional 
donors.

By Request books are titles which 
USAID employees have suggested for 
purchase. Want to see a particular item 
at the Library? Let us know by emailing 
KSC@usaid.gov
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Foreign aid in South Asia: the emerging 
scenario.  Kelegama, Saman, editor.  New Delhi: Sage, 
2012.

Case studies in this volume 
examine how eight Asian 
countries deal with foreign 
aid, as well as how aid impacts 
areas such as economic growth, 
security, and post-conflict 
reconstruction.  Authors analyze 
the capacity of host countries to 
handle international intervention 
of varying types and sources, 
including NGO involvement.  
Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Sri 

Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Maldives are 
discussed.

Humanitarianism contested: where angels fear 
to tread.  Barnett, Michael and Thomas 
Weiss.  New York: Routledge, 2011.

This volume examines the history and evolution 
of humanitarianism, beginning in the 1860s.  Authors 
examine theories behind humanitarian assistance and 
how it became as widespread as it is today.  They also 
explore contemporary issues in humanitarian assistance, 
such as ethics and key actors in the field.

International development policy: aid, emerging 
economies and global policies.  The Graduate 
Institute.  Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012.

Dedicated to the changing 
landscape of aid, this volume 
examines global challenges and 
emerging powers that are leading 
to an evolution of development 
practices.  Authors focus on 
global policies and new trends 
in cooperation.  The roles of 
China, Brazil, and South Africa as 
donors are discussed.

Urban risk assessments: understanding disaster 
and climate risk in cities.  Dickson, Eric, et al.  
Washington, DC: World Bank, 2012.

This e-book presents a framework for assessing disaster 
risk for cities.  Incorporating hazard, institutional, and 
socioeconomic assessments, the framework is meant to 
facilitate disaster preparation, management, and urban 
planning projects.  USAID staff may download the book 
via the World Bank eLibrary.

AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT

Community rights, conservation and 
contested land: the politics of natural resource 
governance in Africa.  
Nelson, Fred, editor.  New York: 
Earthscan, 2010.

A collection of case studies from 
Eastern and Southern Africa, this 
volume examines the political 
aspects of natural resource 
governance.  Topics include 
issues of land rights, tourism, 
wildlife conservation, and forest 
management.

Ending hunger worldwide.  Kent, George.  Boulder: 
Paradigm Publishers, 2011.

Kent says that producing higher crop yields 
and stimulating trade alone will not end 

world hunger.  He proposes a food security approach 
which is based on strengthening communities, improving 
human rights, increasing capabilities, and building effective 
institutions.

Food and development.  Young, E.M.  New York: 
Routledge, 2012.

This introduction to food security outlines various 
food-related issues and how the provision of food fits 
into international development.  Authors examine 
the factors which lead to food shortage for some and 
overabundance for others.  Topics include the global 
food production system and crises which lead to 
undernutrition.
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Local peacebuilding and national peace: 
interaction between grassroots and elite 
processes.  Mitchell, Christopher and Landon Hancock, 
editors.  New York: Continuum, 2012.

This book looks at zones of peace to explore the 
relationship between local and national peacebuilding 
initiatives, especially how they influence and interact with 
one another.  Case studies from Colombia, South Africa, 
Northern Ireland, and the South Caucasus are included.

Police reform in Mexico: informal politics and 
the challenge of institutional change.  Sabet, 
Daniel.  Stanford: Stanford Politics and Policy, 2012.

This volume is an examination of 
why efforts to end corruption, 
rule-breaking, and lack of 
professionalism in the Mexican 
police force have failed.  Sabet 
finds that Mexico’s policing issues 
are a direct result of governance, 
ineffective policy implementation, 
and the informality of Mexican 
politics.  He suggests how citizens 
may take part in effective reform.

Truth commissions and criminal courts.  Bisset, 
Alison.  New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2012.

Bisset compares and contrasts the operational 
features of truth commissions and criminal courts and 
says that they are not always compatible.   She looks at 
transitional justice courts in South Africa, East Timor, and 
Sierra Leone as well as the International Criminal Court 
to identify problems and solutions for coexistence.

When war ends: building peace in divided 
communities.  Fancis, David.  Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 
2012.

This e-book about liberal peacebuilding uses Sierra 
Leone as a case study for successful reconciliation.  The 
author points out key considerations for peacebuilding, 
such as economy.  He then analyzes the reconstruction 
methods used in Sierra Leone and how the model may 
be applied to other post-conflict situations. USAID staff 
may view the book online by clicking here.

The land grabbers: the new fight over who 
owns the earth.  Pearce, Fred.  Boston: Beacon Press, 

2012.

Pearce investigates the land 
grab phenomenon, wherein 
corporations and governments 
are buying up large parcels of 
land in developing countries.  He 
specifically examines how land 
grabbing in countries including 
Indonesia, Liberia, Paraguay, and 
Ukraine affects local residents 
and farmers, many of whom are 
evicted from their land or lose 

access to resources like food and water.

DEMOCRACY, GOVERNANCE, AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS

Amnesty in the age of human rights 
accountability: comparative and 

international perspectives.  Lessa, 
Francesca and Leigh Payne.  New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2012.

Essays in this volume examine why amnesty laws persist, 
especially when accountability for human rights violators 
is on the rise.  Case studies from several countries—
including El Salvador, Indonesia, South Africa, and 
Uganda—examine amnesty in transitional justice.

Little America: the war within the war for 
Afghanistan.  Chandrasekaran, Rajiv.  New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 2012.

Chandrasekaran investigates 
American involvement in 
Afghanistan.  He says that 
the war against terrorism has 
been botched by competing 
agendas, power struggles, and 
uncoordinated operations 
of government entities.  The 
author also looks at ineffective 
reconstruction efforts, including 
many USAID projects.  
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EDUCATION

Education, aid and aid agencies.  Karpinska, Zuki, 
editor.  New York: Continuum, 2012.

This book explores the provision 
of education by international 
donors following emergencies 
due to conflict or natural 
disaster.  Authors present case 
studies from countries including 
Afghanistan, Lebanon, and 
Thailand to demonstrate the 
relationship among education, aid 
agencies, and NGOs.

Education in Sub-Saharan Africa.  Majgaard, 
Kirsten and Alain Mingat.  Washington, DC: World Bank, 
2012.

An e-book, this publication brings together several 
datasets to compare education in countries in Sub-
Saharan Africa.  Analysis on subjects such as school 
enrollment, finance, and the correlation between 
education and labor markets identify the frontrunners in 
education.  USAID staff may download the book via the 
World Bank eLibrary.

The education of nations: how the political 
organization of the poor, not democracy, led 
governments to invest in mass education.  
Kosack, Stephen.  New York: Oxford University Press, 
2012.

Kosack examines factors behind 
government policy to support 
mass education. Case studies 
from Brazil, Taiwan, and Ghana 
suggest that institutions that 
allow poor citizens to act 
collectively are more likely to 
educate citizens.  Additionally, 
he says that support for mass 
education is higher in economies 
with a shortage of skilled 
workers.

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

Confessions of a microfinance heretic: how 
microlending lost its way and betrayed the 
poor.  Sinclair, Hugh.  San Francisco: Berrett-Koehler 
Publishers, 2012.

Sinclair critiques the microfinance system after working 
with several microlending organizations around the 
world.  He says that the microfinance system is fraught 
with greed and fraud, especially since large banks are 
now involved in transactions.  He believes that high 
interest rates, never-ending debt, and collection practices 
have worsened conditions for many of the world’s poor.  
Discussing his experiences with effective organizations, 
Sinclair suggests how microfinance may be used to 
constructively fight poverty.

The essentials of economic sustainability.  Ikerd, 
John.  Sterling, VA: Kumarian.  2012.

This succinct book examines the 
facets of economic sustainability.  
In addition to explaining the role 
of markets and government in 
self-sustaining economies, the 
author explains how ecological, 
social, and economic principles 
contribute to long-term growth.

Winner take all: China’s race for resources and 
what it means for the world.  Moyo, Dambisa.  
New York: Basic Books, 2012.

Moyo examines the economic, social, and political 
implications of China’s rapid acquisition of resources such 
as metals, minerals, water, land, and food.  She explains 
what China’s role as an international donor means for the 
global commodities market.
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HIV/AIDS and the security sector in Africa.  
Aginam, Obijiofor and Martin Rupiya, editors.  New York: 
United Nations Press, 2012.

This volume examines how African states have 
responded to HIV/AIDS in the security sector—which 
includes the military, police, and prisons.  Authors 
explore policies to control the virus in security 
organizations, along with issues pertaining to human 
rights, privacy, and gender.  

No time to lose: a life in pursuit of deadly 
viruses.  Piot, Peter.  New York: W.W. Norton & 
Company, 2012.

Formerly the executive director 
of UNAIDS, Piot recounts his 
career in infectious diseases.  As 
a junior researcher, he tells how 
he went to Africa to investigate 
and combat the Ebola epidemic.  
A few years later, he returned 
to Africa to lead AIDS research 
projects and provide care for 
those infected with the virus.  He 
also describes his experiences in 
international policy making as the head of UNAIDS.

INNOVATION

The zeronauts: breaking the sustainability 
barrier.  Elkington, John.  New York: Routledge, 2012.

Zeronauts are defined as innovators who are working to 
reduce issues like poverty, waste, and carbon emissions 
to zero.  Elkington identifies 50 zeronauts and explores 
their innovations in areas including population, epidemics, 
poverty, and pollution.  He also puts forth a “Pathways 
to Zero” model which outlines the process of innovation 
and implementation.

GENDER EQUALITY & WOMEN’S 
EMPOWERMENT

Empowering rural women: 
micro-enterprise through 
achievement motivation.  
Wadhera, Kiron and George 
Koreth.  Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage, 2012.

This study finds that achievement 
motivation is a pertinent 
characteristic of successful 
women entrepreneurs.  
Wadhera and Koreth examine 
women microentrepreneurs in the Bharatpur district 
of India’s Rajasthan state to determine the correlation 
between motivation and success.  They discuss how a 
microenterprise model may be replicated to empower 
more women.

Women reclaiming sustainable livelihoods: 
spaces lost, spaces gained.  Harcourt, Wendy, 
editor.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012.

This volume about gender equality discusses how 
women are involved in policy decisions that affect their 
livelihoods.  Cases from countries including India and 
Tanzania demonstrate women’s roles in improving 
conditions in areas such as the economy, farming, climate 
change, value chains, and peacebuilding.

HEALTH, NUTRITION, AND 
POPULATION

Global health governance.  
Youde, Jeremy.  Cambridge: 
Polity Press, 2012.

This introduction to global health 
governance begins by explaining 
the roles of government and 
NGO actors in controlling global 
health issues.  It discusses how 
organizations cooperate to 
prevent and mitigate health crises 
and identifies current issues in 
health governance, like access to pharmaceuticals.
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LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN

From beneath the volcano: the story of a 
Salvadoran campesino and his family.  Gorkin, 
Michael and Marta Pineda.  Tucscon: The University Press 
of Arizona, 2011.

Luis Campos is a campesino 
(rural peasant farmer) in rural El 
Salvador.  Prior to settling down 
in Comunidad Guazapa, Luis 
was a political activist during El 
Salvador’s civil war in the 1980s.  
This book tells his story and how 
conflict and violence has affected 
Luis, his family, and his rural 
community.

MIDDLE EAST

Rock the casbah: rage and rebellion across the 
Islamic world.  Wright, Robin. New York: Simon & 
Schuster, 2011.

Wright investigates “counter-jihad” movements instigated 
by young citizens of Islamic countries.  She shows how 
individuals like women and artists are leading political 
change by rebuffing extremist institutions.

CAREER DEVELOPMENT

BARNGA: a simulation game on cultural 
clashes.  Thiagarajan, Sivasailam and Raja Thiagarajan.  
Boston: Intercultural Press, 2006.

This book is an instruction 
manual for playing BARNGA, a 
card game which simulates how 
and why cultural clashes occur.  
Game instructions are included 
in English, French, Spanish, and 
German.

AFRICA

King Peggy: an American secretary, her royal 
destiny, and the inspiring story of how she 
changed an African village.  Bartels, Peggielene and 
Eleanor Herman.  New York: Doubleday, 2012.

An American secretary, Peggy Bartels is surprised to 
learn that sacred rituals reveal her destiny to become 
the next king of Otuam.  When she goes to her home 
town in Ghana for a crowning ceremony, Bartels is 
startled to learn that Otuam is without a school, running 
water, a doctor, and a treasury.  She battles the order 
of a patriarchal society to improve the wellbeing of her 
kingdom and its people.  

ASIA

Last man in tower: a novel.  Adiga, Aravind.  New 
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2011.

Dharmen Shah is a self-made real 
estate developer with his eye 
on a Mumbai plot of land that 
currently houses a dilapidated 
apartment building.  He makes an 
incredible offer to the building’s 
inhabitants so that he may raze 
it and build a luxury apartment 
complex.  Everyone happily 
accepts Shah’s deal, except 
for Masterji, who refuses to 
be bought out.  The situation 

brings about much greed and conspiracy amongst the 
neighbors.
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Lumumba.  Zeitgeist Films, 2000.

This film depicts the life of Patrice Lumumba, a 
Congolese revolutionary who participated in bringing 
about the DRC’s independence from Belgium.  As the 
country’s first prime minister, he gained several enemies 
and was assassinated after a few months in office.  The 
film is in French with English subtitles.

S21: the Khmer Rouge killing machine.  First Run 
Features, 2003.

Addressing the Khmer Rouge 
genocide in Cambodia, this 
documentary investigates 
a detention center code-
named S21.  It addresses how 
thousands of people were 
tortured and killed for crimes 
that they did not commit.  
Survivor Vann Nath confronts 
his incarceration and some of 
his captors at S21.

Shayfeen.com: we’re watching you.  Independent 
Television Service, 2008.

Started by three Egyptian women, Shayfeen is an 
organization that aims to ensure the legitimacy of 
elections.  The film shows how its members film 
elections to capture fraud, and how their efforts have 
brought about investigations into illegal polling practices.

Global business etiquette: a guide to 
international communication and customs.  2nd 
ed.  Martin, Jeanette and Lillian Chaney, editors.  Santa 
Barbara, CA: Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2012.

Essays in this volume discuss 
global business etiquette and 
cross-cultural communication.  
Chapters on topics like dress, 
dining, conversation topics, and 
interacting with businesswomen 
provide rules of thumb for 
making successful business deals 
and avoiding gaffes.

DEVELOPMENT ON FILM: NEW DVD 
TITLES

Chahinaz: what rights for women?  Independent 
Television Services, 2007.

Chahinaz contemplates her life as a young woman 
in Algeria.  She travels to several continents to meet 
women of various cultures and compares their 
experiences with her own.

The day my God died.  Independent Television 
Service, 2004.

Filmmakers examine sex 
trafficking of Nepali children to 
India.  They interweave stories 
of victims with hidden camera 
footage to bring light to the 
problem of child slavery.
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The USAID Knowledge Services Center (KSC) and OHR Learning Resources Center are funded by  
M/CIO/ITSD/KM and the OHR/TE  and operated by Bridgeborn and Library Associates  

under contract no. AID-OAA-C-08-00004.

DISCLAIMER: The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of the Knowledge Services Center  
and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the USG.

KSC intranet site: https://developedia.usaid.gov/wiki/index.php?title=USAID_Library 

Email: KSC@usaid.gov 

Business Monitor Online

USAID’s subscription to Business Monitor Online (BMO) provides political and economic risk analysis by 
country—but that's not all!  USAID staff in Washington and the Missions  may utilize BMO for a wide 
range of data and analysis, including:

 � In-depth industry analysis on agribusiness, banking, telecommunications, power, mining and other 
industries, including lists of top companies by country

 � Business environment ratings

 � Infrastructure projects in 100 countries

 � Financial markets information, including equities, currencies, commodities and sovereign risk ratings 

Access BMO by going to www.businessmonitor.com/enter.  You will not need a password when you use 
your desktop or token.  As with all of the KSC's e-resources, there is no charge for accessing BMO!

Not sure where to get started? E-mail the KSC!
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