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 USAID KNOWLEDGE SERVICES 

CENTER 
 

 

NEW FROM THE 

By request books are                   
titles which USAID                      
employees have suggested 
for purchase.  Want to see a      
particular item at the library?  
Let us know by e-mailing 
ksc@usaid.gov. 

The aid triangle: recognizing the human dynamics of dominance, 
justice and identity.  MacLachlan, Malcolm, Stuart Carr, and Eilish 
McAuliffe.  New York: Zed Books, 2010. 

The authors say that international aid involves three human 
aspects: justice, identity, and power relationships 
(dominance).  They suggest how aid may be analyzed and 
improved by using a framework which incorporates the three 
concepts (“the aid triangle”). 

 
 

Humanitarians in hostile territory: expeditionary diplomacy and 
aid outside the green zone.  Van Arsdale, Peter and Derrin Smith.  
Walnut Creek, CA: Left Coast Press, 2010. 

Van Arsdale and Smith draw upon their own experiences to 
advise how to go about humanitarian work in “nonpermissive 
areas of operation.”  Chapters cover topics such as preparing 
for deployment, training, civil-military cooperation (country 
teams and PRTs), and assessing threats.  The authors offer 
brief case studies, best practices, and lessons learned from 
countries like Afghanistan, Iraq, and Ethiopia.  

 
 

Science and innovation for development.  Con-
way, Gordon, Jeff Waage, and Sara Delaney.  
London:  UK Collaborative on Development Sci-
ences, 2010. 

Conway, Waage, and Delaney claim that 
S&T is the key to poverty reduction, eco-
nomic growth, and well being.  The authors 
begin with a description of the value and 
applications of science and innovation to 
international development.  They go on to 
address S&T in the context of topics like partnerships, Millen-
nium Development Goals, health, food security, and climate 
change.  The book may be checked out or accessed online 
from UKCDS. 

AID AND DEVELOPMENT 

DISCLAIMER 
The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of the Knowledge Services Center and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the USG.  
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 AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT  

Science and technology for development.  Smith, James.  New York: Zed 
Books, 2009. 

This book discusses how science and technology may contribute to inter-
national development.  It draws upon case studies from Latin America, 
Asia, and Africa to examine the relationship between technology and so-
ciety.  The book additionally advocates careful consideration in applying 
new technologies to development. 

Lost crops of Africa.  Board on Science and Technology for International 
Development: National Research Council.  Washington, DC:  National 
Academies Press, 1996. 

The Lost Crops of Africa series aims to bring attention to more than 
1,000 of Africa’s “underexploited” crops.  The three volumes de-
scribe various species of native African crops, their uses, and how 
their utilization may contribute to health, economic growth, and ag-
riculture.  Each volume may be checked out separately from the 
library or accessed electronically from the Development Experi-
ence Clearinghouse (DEC): 

Volume 1: Grains 
Volume 2: Vegetables 
Volume 3:  Fruits 

 
Methane and climate change.  Reay, Dave, Pete Smith, and Andre Van 
Amstel, editors.  Washington, DC: Earthscan, 2010. 

This resource discusses various sources of methane, such as wet-
lands, rice cultivation, ruminants, and termites.  The editors specu-
late about how methane production may be reduced, and how cli-
mate change may affect the sources.  They suggest that methane 
is easier to control than carbon dioxide and that addressing it may 
contribute to climate change mitigation. 

 
The politics of food: the global conflict between food security and food sov-
ereignty.  Schanbacher, William D.  Santa Barbara: Praeger, 2010. 

Schanbacher says that current food security models used by or-
ganizations like the UN and World Bank are ineffective—even de-
structive—since they rely on international agribusiness.  He en-
dorses food sovereignty models which are based on local farmers 
and business.  The author draws on several case studies and ad-
dresses human rights in the agriculture and trade industry. 

 
Stand-alone solar electric systems: the Earthscan expert handbook 
for planning, design and installation.  Hankins, Mark.  Washington, DC: 
Earthscan, 2010. 

Hankins begins by introducing solar energy and the components of 
off-grid solar power systems, such as modules, batteries, and 
charge controllers.  He goes on to detail the planning, implementa-
tion, and maintenance of stand-alone solar electric systems.  The 
handbook contains ample diagrams, tables, and color photo-
graphs. 

http://dec.usaid.gov/�
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DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE 

 
 
Toward sustainable agricultural systems in the 21st century.  Committee on Twenty-
First Century Systems Agriculture; National Research Council of the National Academies.  
Washington, DC: National Academies Press, 2010. 

This report begins by introducing sustainable agriculture.  It goes on to analyze scien-
tific issues surrounding production, policy, and marketing of sustainability in the United 
States and suggests how to apply such knowledge internationally (especially in Sub-
Saharan Africa).  Several case studies examine philosophies, management, perform-
ance indicators, and challenges from sustainable farming operations in the United 
States. 

 
Democratic insecurities: violence, trauma, and intervention in Haiti.  James, Erica Caple.  Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 2010. 

The author characterizes this work as an ethnography which focuses on violence and trauma in Haiti 
during and after its 1991-1994 coup.  She investigates the psychophysical effects of the coup, milita-
rization, and humanitarian assistance on pro-democracy Haitians.  Having researched several aid 
organizations (including USAID/Haiti), James addresses the politics, policies, implementation, and 
affects of foreign assistance on Haitians. 

 
How wars end.  Reiter, Dan.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010. 

This book is based on the premise that there are two main factors in the termination of war—
information about the enemy’s power, and trust in peace agreements.  The author sets forth his the-
ory and explains it in the context of several case studies including the Korean War, the World Wars, 
and conflicts involving Iraq, Japan, Russia, and Finland.   

 
Pakistan: democracy, terrorism, and the building of a nation.  Malik, Iftikhar.  Northam-
potn, MA: Olive Branch Press, 2010. 

Malik examines democracy in contemporary Pakistan, especially focusing on parti-
tion, geopolitical issues, the middle class, and civil society. He identifies influential 
people in the building of the nation and addresses Islam and jihad extremism in 
Pakistan. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH  AND TRADE 

Bringing finance to Pakistan’s poor: access to finance for small enterprises and the under-
served.  Nenova, Tatiana, Cecile Niang, and Anjum Ahmad.  Washington, DC: World Bank, 2009. 

The authors portray how those in Pakistan access and use financial services.  They say that 
recent reforms have not been entirely effective, as they claim financial institutions in Pakistan 
are still behind in areas such as diversification, technology, and gender integration.  An ac-
companying CD contains a questionnaire summary and data set.  Agency staff may check 
this book out from the library, or download it through the World Bank eLibrary. 
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Building social business: the new kind of capitalism that serves human-
ity’s most pressing needs.  Yunus, Muhammad and Karl Weber.  New York: 
Public Affairs, 2010. 

Yunus, a Nobel Peace Prize winner for the application of microcredit 
and the Grameen Bank, introduces social business.  As he describes it, 
social businesses are commercial enterprises which generate eco-
nomic growth while meeting human needs.  He answers frequently 
asked questions about social business and provides case studies of 
successful social businesses in Europe, Asia, South America, and the 
United States. 

 
Economic growth and development in the Caribbean region. Pollard, Walker, et 
al.  New York: Nova Publishers, 2009. 

The authors discuss how US trade and aid policies may best assist countries 
in the Caribbean.  They examine factors which affect economic growth in the 
Caribbean Basin, such as small country size, insufficient infrastructure devel-
opment, and dependence on tariff revenue.  The book includes a literature re-
view and country profiles featuring data from 2000-2006. 

 
Trade, growth and poverty reduction: least developed countries, landlocked de-
veloping countries and small states in the global economic system.  Srinivasan, 
T.N.  London: Commonweath Secretariat, 2009. 

Srinivasan claims that domestic and international policies have not brought 
about positive economic changes in vulnerable and least developed countries 
(LDCs).  The author examines the relationship between globalization, income, 
and poverty reduction in LDCs and advocates more effective cooperation be-
tween developed and least developed countries to strengthen growth and 
trade. 

 
Value chain finance: beyond microfinance for rural entrepreneurs.  Amsterdam: 
Royal Tropical Institute, 2010. 

This publication introduces value chains and microfinance.  It contains 13 case 
studies—from countries like Ethiopia, Kenya, India, and Nicaragua—which de-
pict projects that were successful in jumpstarting value chains. 

Shaping a nation: an examination of education in Pakistan.  
Lyon, Stephen and Iain Edgar, editors.  Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2010. 

The essays in this volume examine multiple aspects of educa-
tion in Pakistan, including the ramifications of widespread for-
mal education on politics and society.  The authors discuss 
topics such as inequality in the education system, curriculum 
agendas, financing, public-private partnerships, and religion in 
schools.  They also speculate about the future of formal edu-
cation in Pakistan.  

EDUCATION 
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Take part in the virtual discussion of Half the Sky! 

Image  
from http://www.bn.com 

Were you unable to attend to the book club meeting on July 26th?  
Take part in the discussion by checking out the Extreme Librarian 
blog posting on Blogs@USAID.  You’ll find an overview and photos 
from the book discussion, which was led by Sharon Phillipps, gender 
advisor in AFR/DP. 
 
To participate in the dialogue, leave your comments, reflections, and 
questions in the comment field below the Virtual Discussion of Half 
the Sky blog post. 
 
The book discussion and Blogs@USAID are open only to USAID 
staff. 

EVALUATION 
Developmental evaluation: applying complexity concepts to enhance inno-
vation and use.  Patton, Michael Quinn.  New York: Guilford Press, 2010. 

Patton describes developmental evaluation (DE) and how to go about 
working within the DE framework.  He suggests that DE may be utilized for 
a variety of purposes such as: innovation, program development, and dis-
aster response.  

HEALTH, NUTRITION AND POPULATION 
Building on early gains in Afghanistan’s health, nutrition, and population sector: 
challenges and options.  Belay, Tekabe A., editor.  Washington, DC: World Bank; 
Washington, DC: USAID; Brussels: European Union, 2010. 

This publication assesses the current state of Afghanistan’s health sector and sug-
gests how the country’s Ministry of Public Health may continue to progress public 
health.  While figures indicate positive changes in areas such as prenatal care and 
the number of hospitals, the volume indicates that Afghanistan may not necessar-
ily achieve the Millennium Development Goals at this rate.  USAID staff may 
check the book out from the library or access it online from the World Bank eLi-
brary. 

 
Partner to the poor: a Paul Farmer reader.  Saussy, Haun, editor.  
Berkeley, University of California Press, 2010. 

This collection of Paul Farmer’s essays covers a range of topics 
from AIDS to war to human rights.  The essays are divided into 
sections by the categories of human rights, violence, epidemics, 
and history and political economies. 
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Burmese lessons: a true love story.  Connelly, Karen.  New York: Doubleday, 2009. 
Connelly tells about her experiences in Burma.  After interviewing critics of the Bur-
mese regime and attending protest rallies, she is eventually forced to Thailand for her 
own safety.  She continues her work on the Thai-Burmese border and falls in love with 
Maung, the leader of a resistance group.  She contemplates her ability to adopt the rug-
ged and dangerous lifestyle of the revolutionary group as she considers marrying 
Maung. 

 
Ilustrado: a novel.  Syjuco, Miguel.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2010. 

A controversial Filipino author is found dead in the Hudson River.  Miguel, the author’s 
protégé and only friend, goes to Manila in search of his mentor’s lost manuscript.  Mi-
guel discovers the author’s family secrets and more than a century of Philippine history. 

 
The windup girl.  Bacigalupi, Paolo.  San Francisco: Night Shade Books, 
2010. 

This science fiction novel takes place in future Thailand, a post-
oil era age of bioterrorism and bioengineering where food calo-
ries are a commodity.  Anderson Lake searches Bangkok’s 
markets for food items which his company could exploit for 
profit.  Anderson meets Emiko, one of the “New People,” who is 
not a human but an engineered slave, and he becomes impli-
cated when she unintentionally sparks a civil war. 

Travel, Cultural, and Management Materials 
Available from  

Office of Human Resources OHR/TE 

AFRICA 
Bewitching development: witchcraft and the reinvention of development 
in neoliberal Kenya.  Smith, James Howard.  Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 2008. 

Smith, an anthropologist, portrays the culture of the Taita tribe in 
Kenya.  In particular, he examines how the ideals and practice of de-
velopment in the community are fused with those of witchcraft.  He 
claims that the Taita use the occult to understand and express their 
conception of development. 

 

Six months in Sudan: a young doctor and a war-torn village.  Maskalyk, 
James.  New York: Spiegel & Grau, 2009. 

New to Doctors Without Borders, Maskalyk is sent to the town of Abyei, 
Sudan.  His story, which started as a blog that he kept during his six 
month assignment, recounts his struggles living and practicing medi-
cine in Sudan.  He discusses issues such as a measles epidemic and 
malnourished children. 

ASIA 
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MIDDLE EAST 
The ghosts of Martyrs Square: an eyewitness account of Lebanon’s life struggle.  
Young, Michael.  New York: Simon and Schuster, 2010. 

Young presents an account of Lebanon’s recent political history and how regional 
politics (especially relations with Syria and Israel) affect the country.  He discusses 
issues surrounding the 2005 Cedar Revolution, sparked by the assassination of 
Lebanese leader Rafiq al-Hariri.  The author also attempts to demonstrate how peo-
ple in Lebanon struggle to keep liberalism alive.  

 
The weight of a mustard seed: the intimate story of an Iraqi general and his family 

during thirty years of tyranny.  Steavenson, Wendell.  New York: Collins, 2009. 
Steavenson’s examination of Iraqi General Kamel Sachet also provides a portrait of 
life under Saddam Hussein’s regime.  She tells how Sachet worked his way to being 
a favorite of Hussein and head of the Iraqi army in Kuwait City.  The author implies 
that Sachet’s ascension required a series of moral sacrifices, and that he de-
nounced Hussein’s tyranny later in life. 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

An attitude of excellence: how the best organizations get the best performance from 
the best people.  Jolley, Willie.  Washington, DC: Jolley Publishing, 2010. 

Jolley attempts to make the connection between organizational and individual suc-
cess.   He provides five secrets for facilitating excellence in organizations, including 
teambuilding and phenomenal customer service.  The second part of the book fo-
cuses on how to attain excellence on a personal level by taking actions such as 
“dreaming big” and “thinking up.” 

 
Tribal leadership: leveraging natural groups to build a thriving organization.  Logan, 
Dave, John King, and Halee Fischer-Wright.  New York: Harper, 2008. 

The authors compare organizations to tribes, claiming that group culture is a ba-
rometer of an institution’s function and success.  They provide a framework for 
measuring a workforce’s “tribal culture,” then suggest how to go about strengthening 
and growing the tribe. 

KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT 

Cognitive surplus: creativity and generosity in a connected age.  Shirky, Clay.  New York: 
Penguin Press, 2010. 

Shirky explains cognitive surplus as excess, unutilized brain power, energy, and time.  
He says that American cognitive surplus has been absorbed by television over the past 
several decades, and that people are now beginning to direct their knowledge and at-
tention towards online tools and media.  The author explains how technology facilitates 
online knowledge sharing and collaboration (on sources like Wikipedia and Kenya’s 
Ushahidi.com), and what this means for the future. 

 

You are not a gadget: a manifesto.  Lanier, Jaron.  New York: Knopf, 2010. 
Lanier discusses the internet and the positive and negative impacts of digital design on 
culture, society, and the individual.  The author suggests that decisions made by early 
web designers have shaped the progress and influence of the internet.  He additionally 
insinuates that poorly designed social networking systems and financial networks facili-
tate computer algorithms and mob mentality rather than promote individual judgment 
and intelligence. 
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The dreams of sparrows.  Harbinger Productions, 2005. 
The film follows the IRAQeye Group of filmmakers as they attempt to portray 
life in Iraq during the United States occupation.  They interview Iraqi artists and 
writers, then delve into issues related to occupation and resistance up to the 
battle for Falluja.  In Arabic with English subtitles, the crew reflects on their ex-
periences and losing a colleague while filming.   

 
Madeinusa.  Film Movement, 2007. 

It is believed in Madeinusa’s Peruvian town that sin does not exist from Good 
Friday to Easter Sunday.  A stranger from Lima wanders into the town during 
the festivities and is jailed because the townspeople worry that he will get in 
the way of their debauchery.  Curious by life outside of her village, Madeinusa 
becomes involved with the stranger and is forever changed.  The film is in 
Spanish with English subtitles. 

 
Mongolian ping pong.  First Run Features, 2004. 

Three young Mongolian boys discover a ping pong ball in 
a stream.  They, along with their community, speculate 
what it could be—perhaps an egg, or a magic pearl.  They 
embark on a journey to return the ping pong ball to China 
after seeing on television that the object is the “national 
ball of China.”  The movie is in Mongolian with English 
subtitles.   

 
My country, my country.  Praxis Films, 2006. 

This film follows Dr. Riyadh, a physician and Sunni political candidate during 
Iraq’s 2005 elections.  It depicts Dr. Riyadh’s views of democracy and U.S. oc-
cupation while he deals with the effects of violence on the Iraqi people.  The 
documentary also addresses private security contractors in Iraq and the United 
Nations’ role in the 2005 elections. 

 
Plan Colombia: cashing in on the drug war failure.  Cinema Libra Studio, 2005. 

This documentary investigates why narcotics and drug money continue to en-
ter the United States, despite the 20 year run of Plan Colombia.  Filmmakers 
question the efficacy of the program and suggest a possible connection be-
tween  Plan Colombia and the United States’ interest in securing Colombia’s 
natural resources. 

 
 
The quake.  PBS, 2010. 

This documentary investigates coordination of relief efforts in Port-au-Prince 
following the January 2010 earthquake.  Journalist Martin Smith indicates that 
those responsible for responding to the disaster, like the United Nations, did 
not effectively provide shelter, food, or water to Haitian survivors. 
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Roads to Koktebel.  Film Movement, 2007. 
A Russian man and his son embark on a journey from Moscow to the town of Koktebel, 
near the Black Sea.  They are reliant on chance to get them to their destination, as they 
have no money.  The boy looks forward to a better life in Koktebel, and his father seeks 
to regain his own self worth. 

 
Triage: Dr. James Orbinski’s humanitarian dilemma.  Docurama, 2007. 

Orbinski, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize for his work with Doctors 
Without Borders, returns to Africa to reflect on his work in Rwanda, 
Somalia, and the DRC.  The documentary examines humanitarian 
aid and issues surrounding it, including the role of politics in humani-
tarianism and the impact of individuals. 

 
Tsunami: the aftermath.  HBO Video, 2007. 

This mini-series depicts how the 2004 tsunami in Thailand changed 
the lives of a group of people.  It is a fictional work which is based 
on accounts of the disaster’s actual survivors. 

 
Borrowing Policies for Library and Learning Resources Center materials 

Type of Materials 

 AID-Washington AID-Mission 

Circulating Books 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Journals (except the most current; In-house use 
ONLY) 

1 week 10  weeks 

Country Videos & DVDs 1 week 10 weeks 

Travel Guides 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Language Materials 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Management Training Materials  4 weeks 10 weeks 

Loan Period 

The USAID Knowledge Services Center (KSC) and OHR Learning Resources Center are funded by M/CIO/KM and the OHR/TE 
and operated by Bridgeborn and Library Associates under contract no. AID-OAA-C-08-00004 

 
Web site: http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html 

Email: ksc@usaid.gov 
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