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NEW FROM THE 

By request books are titles which USAID employees have suggested for purchase.  
Want to see a particular item at the library?  Let us know by e-mailing 
ksc@usaid.gov. 

 

Foreign aid for development: issues, challenges, 
and the new agenda.  Mavrotas, George, editor.  
New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. 

This collection of essays begins with a conceptual 
discussion of foreign aid and its relationship with 
growth and development.  The volume goes on to 
address topics such as aid to fragile states, meth-
ods for increasing aid effectiveness, evaluation, 
and management of aid flows.  The essays collec-
tively advocate minimizing donor and recipient in-
efficiencies.  

 
 

Humanitarian intervention: an introduction.  Hehir, Aidan.  New 
York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010. 

This volume introduces theories and practices surrounding hu-
manitarian intervention and attempts to explain arguments and 
controversies related to the topic.  It includes case studies 
about intervention in Darfur, Iraq, Kosovo, and Rwanda. 

 

 
War games: the story of aid and war in modern times.  Polman, 

Linda.  London: Viking, 2010. 
Polman bases this account of problems in international 
humanitarian aid on her field journalism.  She investi-
gates unintended consequences of aid, claiming that 
warlords manipulate situations for their own gain.  Pol-
man also says that neutrality of humanitarian organiza-
tions (especially NGOs) can sometimes fuel conflicts and 
make conditions worse for those in need.  Aid in coun-
tries such as Afghanistan, Lebanon, Sudan, and Zaire is 
discussed. 

AID AND DEVELOPMENT 
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ukcatalogue.oup.com 
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 DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE 

Afghanistan: graveyard of empires: a new history of the borderland.  Isby, 
David.  New York: Pegasus Books, 2010. 

Isby analyzes the borderland between Afghanistan and Pakistan, an area 
he refers to as “the Vortex.”  He addresses history, religion, tribes, insur-
gencies, and narcotics in the country and devotes a chapter to aid and de-
velopment.  The author concludes with a discussion of the challenges that 
face the U.S. military in Afghanistan. 

 
 
Post-communist and post-soviet parliaments: the initial decade.  
Olson, David M. and Philip Norton, editors.  New York: Routledge, 2008. 

The essays in this volume examine the range of newer post-
communist political systems.  Essays address democracies (Czech 
Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovenia) as well as less stable 
authoritarian systems (Moldova and Russia).  The final section 
compares the two categories.   

 
 

CIVIL-MILITARY RELATIONS 

Civil-military cooperation in post-conflict operations: emerging theory and 
practice.  Ankersen, Christopher, editor.  New York: Routledge, 2008. 

This volume presents theories and practices associated with civil-military 
cooperation.  It particularly focuses on post-conflict operations and in-
cludes discussion of collaboration in peacebuilding, security, and medical 
operations.  Case studies from Afghanistan and Kosovo are included.  

AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT   
 
 

The plundered planet: why we must—and how we can—manage nature for 
global prosperity.  Collier, Paul.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. 

Collier, author of The Bottom Billion, proposes how to go about sustain-
able development while maintaining a balance between environmental-
ism and economics.  Exploring topics such as extraction, corruption, in-
vestments, and sustainability, he asserts that innovation, regulation, and 
environmental protection are the keys to fair development. 

 
Power hungry: the myths of “green” energy and the real fuels of 
the future.  Bryce, Robert.  New York: Public Affairs, 2010. 

The author claims to debunk popular energy myths, such as the 
impact of green technology, electric cars, and the Pickens Plan.  
Focusing mostly on U.S. energy usage, he suggests that the U.S. 
can lead the world in lowering the use of carbon based fuels by 
utilizing natural gas and nuclear power. 

Image from  
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ECONOMIC GROWTH  AND TRADE 

 
The science of liberty: democracy, reason, and the laws of nature.  Ferris, Timothy.  
Harper Collins, 2010. 

Ferris argues that science is the driving force behind democracy and liberalism.  He pro-
poses that the scientific revolution decreased poverty, hunger, and disease and that the 
Enlightenment propelled democratic societies.  He goes on to examine the historical con-
nection of science to liberalism, including the role of technology in the American Revolu-
tion. 

 
 
The sources of democratic responsiveness in Mexico.  Cleary, Matthew R.  Notre Dame, 
IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 2010. 

Cleary proposes that municipal government responsiveness in Mexico has improved due 
to a shift in the 1970s to participatory politics.  He argues that electoral competition does 
not improve democratic responsiveness due to Mexico’s political structure.  

EDUCATION 

 
Even in chaos: education in times of emergency.  Cahill, Kevin M., editor.  New 
York: Fordham University Press, 2010. 

The authors of this work emphasize the importance of providing education in 
conflict and natural disaster zones.  Practitioners on the frontlines make their 
case for the necessity of providing students with a normal and uninterrupted 
learning environment.  They reveal tools needed to continue education in 
times of crisis and discuss some of the countries in which such education 
would be appreciated—Sudan, Myanmar, Afghanistan, and Chad.   

 
 

Emergency market mapping and analysis toolkit.  Albu, Mike.  Warwickshire, UK: Practical Action 
Publishing, 2010. 

This handbook for front line humanitarian staff puts forth ten steps for assessing markets in 
emergency situations.  Emphasizing mostly qualitative methods, the purpose of the toolkit is to 
aid in assessing conditions in order to convey crucial information to decision makers.  A refer-
ence manual of guidance notes is included on an accompanying CD-Rom. 

 
What works for the poorest?: poverty reduction programmes for the world’s extreme poor.  Law-
son, David, Imran Matin, and Karen Moore, editors.  Warwickshire, UK: Practical Action Publishing, 
2010. 

The papers in this volume address ways to reach those who are often excluded from traditional 
poverty reduction programs—remote populations, ethnic minorities, the elderly, and bonded la-
borers.  The authors seek to define extreme poverty and they suggest how to best target “the 
poorest” by using examples of innovative programs. 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 
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Biosecurity interventions: global health and security in question.  Lakoff, Andrew 
and Stephen J. Collier, editors.  New York: Columbia  University Press, 2008. 

The authors of this book discuss how public officials and health practitioners 
work to protect the world’s population from biosecurity threats such as bioterror-
ism, communicable diseases, and food contamination.  It addresses practices 
including:  pandemic preparation, humanitarian logistics, and vaccination promo-
tion. 

 
 
The U.S. commitment to global health: recommendations for the public and pri-
vate sectors.  Washington, DC: Institute of Medicine of the National Academies, 2009. 

This Institute of Medicine report analyzes the commitment of government and 
private sector organizations to promote global health.  The panel of authors sug-
gests how the U.S. may further global health by taking actions such as scaling 
up existing initiatives and increasing knowledge sharing.

EVALUATION 

HEALTH, NUTRITION AND POPULATION 

 
Evaluating public and community health programs.  Harries, Muriel J.  San 
Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2010. 

This resource begins with an introduction to the evaluation of public 
health programs.  The author draws upon the CDC’s Framework for Pro-
gram Evaluation in Public Health and the Donaldson theory-driven 
evaluation model to propose a practical evaluation model.  Worksheets 
and scenarios are provided. 

 
Handbook of program evaluation for social work and health profession-
als.  Smith, Michael J.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. 

This handbook on health and social work program evaluation begins by 
introducing different types of evaluation such as: needs assessment 
studies, impact assessments, and outcome evaluations.  It goes on to 
discuss different steps in the evaluation process like designing an 
evaluation study and writing a findings report.  Balancing qualitative and 
quantitative methods for evaluating programs, the handbook uses some 
actual cases as examples. 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 
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 REVIEWED TITLE 
 
Just give money to the poor: the development revolution from the global South.  
Hanlon, Joseph, Armando Barrientos, and David Hulme.  Sterling, VA: Kumarian Press, 
2010. 
 
Hanlon, Armando, and Hulme seek to challenge two commonly held views on cash trans-
fer programs to the poor. The first: that social grants are a luxury for rich countries, and 
poor countries cannot afford to give money to their poorest populations. The second: that 
the poor “are at least partly responsible for their own poverty and therefore unworthy of 
support; poor people must be guided or even compelled to act in the best interests of their 
children” (p.3). 
 
The authors present the case that countries can afford these programs since cash trans-
fer amounts are relatively small (i.e. as small as $10 a month).  They argue that the poor 
spend extra income on food, clothes and educational fees for their children.  The increase 
in consumption boosts local economies. Additionally, long-term small cash transfers en-
able the poor to be less risk averse, saving less and investing more in equipment and 
products that could increase agricultural productivity.  They use evidence from countries 
like Brazil, Peru, and Ghana to negate the idea that cash transfers make the poor compla-
cent.  
 
However, there are limitations to cash transfer programs.  First, the politics of redistribu-
tion can be volatile and electorally sensitive. Second, there are logistical difficulties when 
defining which population sectors are the poorest.  The authors go into great detail on the 
different definitions of poverty and the multitude of parameters involved in targeting seg-
ments of the populations to include in the cash transfer programs. 
 
In spite of these limitations, the authors persuasively argue for supplementing traditional 
donor programs with domestically or internationally supported cash transfer programs.  
They believe that personal and economic development are made possible when people 
are engaged and seek to lift themselves up by their own bootstraps, but that the boots 
must exist in order for this process to begin. 
 
Farnaz Amini, MA 
Economic Growth & Trade Research Analyst 
M/CIO/KM 

  

Join the KSC Book Club This Summer 

Image  
from http://www.bn.com 

We’re kicking off our book discussion group with Half the Sky: Turning          
Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide by journalists               
Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn. The book revolves around the notion that 
women are the key to development and that education is the best way to em-
power them and addresses a variety of women’s issues in developing countries 
including: trafficking, health, education, and microfinance.  

The book club will be held on Monday July 26th from 12-1pm in M.17. The 
book discussion leader is Sharon Phillipps PhD, Program Officer & Gender Ad-
visor in AFR/DP. 

This event is only open to USAID staff. 
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LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN 

AFRICA 

Travel, Cultural, and Management 
Materials Available from  

Office of Human Resources OHR/TE 

Absent a miracle.  Lehner, Christine.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2009. 
New Yorker Alice Fairweather becomes obsessed with helping family friend Abelardo 
in his work to canonize his aunt, who would become Nicaragua’s first female saint.  
She visits Nicaragua and reconnects with her religion through the process. 

 
 
The informers.  Vásquez, Juan Gabriel.  New York: Riverhead Books, 2009. 

Narrator Gabriel Santoro publishes the life story of Sara Guterman, a Jewish German 
woman who immigrated to Colombia in the 1930s.  He merely intends to capture a 
portion of Colombia’s history and is perplexed when the book ignites anger in his fa-
ther.  His father dies shortly thereafter, leaving Gabriel to investigate his own family 
and country in order to determine the cause behind his father’s mysterious discontent.  

 
 
On that day everybody ate: one woman’s story of hope and possibility in Haiti.  Trost, 
Margaret.  Kihei, HI: Koa Books, 2008 

Trost goes to volunteer in Port-au-Prince, Haiti after the death of her husband.  She 
tells not only how she was affected by the poverty in Haiti, but how she fell in love 
with the country and its people.  She begins a food and educational organization to 
benefit those in need. 

Beneath the lion’s gaze.  Mengiste, Maaza.  New York: W.W. Norton, 2010. 
Hailu is a doctor in Addis Ababa who tries to keep his family physically and emotion-
ally together during Ethiopia’s revolution in the 1970s.  His sons each have different 
attitudes towards the revolution, making it difficult to keep the family cohesive.  The 
situation becomes even more difficult when Hailu is asked to treat a tortured political 
prisoner; his decision puts his entire family in grave danger. 
 
 

Little bee.  Cleave, Chris.  New York: Simon and Schuster, 2008. 
This best-selling novel about human nature portrays th                  
collision of two very different women.  Little Bee, a 16-year-old 
Nigerian orphan, crosses paths with a British woman on a beach 
one fateful night.  One of the women is forced to make a profound 
choice.  They encounter each other two years later and are 
forced to come to terms with their own lives and what hap-
pened on the beach. 

Image from www.amazon.com 
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Federal resume guidebook: strategies for writing a winning federal electronic re-
sume, KSAs, and essays.  4th ed.  Troutman, Kathryn Kraemer.  Indianapolis: JIST 
Works, 2007. 

This resource advises how to go about compiling resume content for federal po-
sitions, as well as how to format online application forms such as USAJOBS.  
Including ample examples, the book addresses topics including: analyzing job 
announcements, electronic keyword hiring systems, and Knowledge, Skills, and 
Abilities (KSA) narratives. 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT 

Open government: collaboration, transparency, and participation 
in practice.  Lathrop, Daniel and Laurel Ruma, editors.  Sebastopol, 
CA: O’Reilly, 2010. 

The essays and case studies in this book suggest how to go 
about establishing an open government, which would allow the 
public to access government documents and proceedings 
online.  Authors suggest their ideas for increasing citizen partici-
pation through the use of the Web.  

Afghan star.  Zeitgeist Films, 2009. 
This documentary features four finalists of Afghan Star, an American Idol type 
singing competition in Afghanistan.  It chronicles the risks that the young con-
testants take in hopes of winning the competition and examines a democratic 
process that is new to many of the contest’s voters.  The film is in English, 
Dari, and Pashto with English subtitles.   
 

 
Haiti’s small miracles.  Little Voice Productions, 2010. 

This documentary tells Haiti’s story through the eyes of its chil-
dren.  It shows the landscapes and poverty of the country 
while attempting to instill hope in viewers. 

 
 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 
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Kiberia kid.  Hot Sun Films, 2006. 
Otiento is a 12-year-old orphan in Kiberia, a Kenyan slum which is one of the largest 
slums in the world.  A member of the thieving Razor gang, Oriento becomes implicated 
in a bad situation.  He is forced to chose between his gang family and saving the life of 
an innocent stranger. 

 
The place I call home.  Myth Productions, 2008.   

This film examines immigration and varying perceptions of “home” by 
following four young Egyptians.  Myriam wants to marry outside her 
religion, Sebae desires to be a singer, Moataz wishes to marry and live 
in a nice apartment, and Hams travels the world in search of belonging.  
The film is in Arabic with English subtitles. 

 
 
 
 
Shadow of the holy book.  Art Films Production; Independent Television Service, 2008. 

“The holy book” refers to the Ruhnama, a text written by Turkmenistan’s President Sa-
parmurat Niyazov.  The filmmakers examine the role of the Ruhnama in Turkmen edu-
cation, politics, and society, attempting to portray Niyazov’s oppressive control of the 
country.  The documentary especially examines relationships between Niyazov and 
private sector companies which supposedly support the Ruhnama by giving it credibil-
ity. 
 

 
Through my eyes: a film about Rwandan youth.  Choices, Inc., 2006. 

Through My Eyes shows how some teenagers in Rwanda are using art to cope with the 
country’s genocide.  The film delves into group activities which allow the young people 
to use dance, music, painting, and poetry to help in the healing process. 

 
 

 
 
The wedding song.  Gloria Films, 2008.   

Two 16-year-old girls in 1942 Nazi-occupied Tunis anticipate their wed-
dings.  Jewish Myriam dreads her impending marriage to an older doctor 
while Muslim Nour looks forward to marrying her handsome cousin.  The 
movie is about identity and friendship across religious and political barri-
ers. 
 

 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 
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What is an “Extreme Librarian?”   
 
KSC librarians have entered the blogosphere! 
 
We’re extremely delighted to present       
“The Extreme Librarian,” one of the  newest 
blogs on Blogs@USAID.  We’re using this 
technology to communicate about KSC    
happenings, new materials, and anything 
else that “extreme librarians” have to talk 
about. 
 
Check out “The Extreme Librarian,” follow 
Agency dialogue, and even start your own 
blog for free at Blogs@USAID.   
 
 
Blogs@USAID is an internal tool which is only accessible to USAID staff. 

Borrowing Policies for Library and Learning Resources Center materials 

Type of Materials 

 AID-Washington AID-Mission 

Circulating Books 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Journals (except the most current; In-house use ONLY) 1 week 10  weeks 

Country Videos & DVDs 1 week 10 weeks 

Travel Guides 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Language Materials 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Management Training Materials  4 weeks 10 weeks 

Loan Period 

The USAID Knowledge Services Center (KSC) and OHR Learning Resources Center are funded by M/CIO/KM and the OHR/TE and operated by 
Bridgeborn and Library Associates under contract no. AID-OAA-C-08-00004 

 
Web site: http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html 

Email: ksc@usaid.gov 
Phone: 202-712-0579 

http://blogs.usaid.gov/library�
http://blogs.usaid.gov/�
http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html�
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