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NEW FROM THE 

By request books are titles which USAID employees have suggested for purchase.  
Want to see a particular item at the library?  Let us know by e-mailing 
ksc@usaid.gov. 

 
Lessons from Aceh: key considerations in post-disaster recon-
struction.  Da Silva, Jo.  Warwickshire, UK: 
Practical Action Publishing, 2010. 

This report draws on the experiences of 
13 humanitarian organizations which 
participated in the reconstruction of 
Aceh, Indonesia, after the 2004 tsunami.  
Including input from Oxfam and Save 
the Children, the publication focuses on 
planning, design, and construction.  It 
puts forth successes and failures, and 
additionally offers procedural sugges-
tions, check lists, and points of consid-
eration for reconstructing after a natural 
disaster.  

AID AND DEVELOPMENT 

AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT  

 
Field guide to environmental engineering for devel-
opment workers: water, sanitation, and indoor air.  
Mihelcic, James R., et al.  Reston, VA: ASCE Press, 
2009. 

Complete with ample illustrations and formulas, 
this handbook for development workers aims to 
demonstrate appropriate practices for improving 
public health through water, sanitation, and indoor 
air projects.  It covers topics such as project de-
sign, construction, water treatment, solid waste 
management, and indoor air quality. 

Image from www.dec.org.uk 

Image from 
www.asce.org 
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 DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE 

 

Advancing democracy abroad: why we should and how we can.  McFaul, Mi-
chael.  Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers; Stanford, CA: Hoover Institu-
tion, 2010. 

McFaul argues that democracies are more stable, secure, accountable, 
and economically prosperous than other types of government.  He ex-
presses how the United States benefits from the global spread of democ-
racy and goes on to discuss successes in democracy promotion.  The 
book closes with suggestions for how to go about furthering democratic 
development, especially in the Middle East. 

 
From political won’t to political will: building support for participatory gov-
ernance.  Malena, Carmen, editor.  Sterling, VA: Kumarian Press, 2009. 

This book is based on the claim that traditional forms of democracy ex-
clude certain portions of populations, such as women and the poor.  The 
authors of this collection collectively advocate participatory governance 
(PG) and suggest how to get reluctant public officials to accept and imple-
ment the PG approach to democracy. 

 
Security, development, and the fragile state: bridging the gap be-
tween theory and policy.  Carment, David, Steward Prest, and 
Yiagadeesen Samy.  New York: Routledge, 2010. 

The authors present their theory about failed and fragile states, 
which they say is not just a development or security issue.  They 
use case studies in an attempt to demonstrate the multidimen-
sional nature of fragile states.  The authors additionally discuss the 
need for ongoing country analysis, implications of development 
assistance, and the importance of implementing the whole-of-
government approach. 

Food politics: what everyone needs to know.  Paarlberg, Robert.  Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2010. 

Intended for a general audience, this book addresses global food issues.  
In question and answer format, the author describes matters such as in-
ternational food prices, food aid, agribusiness, food safety, and even fast 
food.   

CIVIL-MILITARY RELATIONS 
Inside defense: understanding the U.S. military in the 21st 
century.  Reveron, Derek S. and Judith Hicks Stiehm, editors.  
New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008. 

Essays in this collection examine the role of the U.S. mili-
tary in international affairs and domestic politics.  Authors 
discuss the duties of the military overseas (including sta-
bility and state building operations), DOD collaboration 
with other government departments and NGOs, and the 
influence of the military in foreign policy decisions.  The 
second part focuses on military perception and function 
within the United States, especially under the Bush administration. 

Image from 
www.powells.com 

Image from 
us.macmillian.com 

Image from www.kpbooks.com 
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ECONOMIC GROWTH  AND TRADE 

Just give money to the poor: the development revolution from the global South.  Hanlon, Joseph, 
Armando Barrientos, and David Hulme.  Sterling, VA: Kumarian Press, 2010. 

The authors advocate cash transfers to the poor with no conditions.  They use case studies in an 
attempt to prove that unconditional funds to individuals effectively boost livelihoods and local 
economies because recipients typically use grants for education, health, business, and savings.  
The idea of just giving money to the poor is presented with the caveat that such programs should 
be fair, assured, practical, politically acceptable, and in effective amounts. 

 
Multiple meanings of money: how women see microfinance.  Premchander, 
Smita, V. Prameela, M. Chidambaranathan, L. Jeyaseelan.  Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage Publications, 2009. 

This book uses case studies, from participatory research methods, to investi-
gate how women perceive microfinance.  The authors focus on the opinions of 
Indian women in NGO supported self-help groups and portray the women’s feel-
ings about loans, savings, and the real-life implications of microfinance. 

 
 
 
 
 

Poverty capital: microfinance and the making of development.  Roy, Ananya.  
New York: Routledge, 2010. 

Roy investigates the poverty management aspect of development.  Focus-
ing on Bangladesh and the Middle East, the author examines poverty capi-
tal and “those who manage poverty,” such as the World Bank and organi-
zations like BRAC and the Grameen Bank.  She seeks to identify sources 
of authoritative knowledge in the microfinance sector and compares tradi-
tional theories with alternative notions of development. 

 
 

EDUCATION 

 
The gender-responsive school: an action guide.  Atthill, Catherine and Jyotsna Jha.  Lon-
don: Commonwealth Secretariat, 2009. 

Intended for teachers and school administrators, this publication is meant to serve as a 
tool for addressing gender bias in schools.  The authors use examples from multiple 
countries and cultures to demonstrate how to integrate gender equality ideals into 
schools, particularly at the post-primary level. 

 
Girls’ education in the 21st century: gender equality, empowerment, and economic growth.  Tem-
bon, Mercy and Lucia Fort, editors.  Washington, DC: World Bank, 2008. 

This collection of essays begins by making a connection between girls’ education and economic 
development.  It goes on to examine factors which inhibit gender equality in schools, then pre-
sents case studies of successful educational equity projects.  Including studies from countries 
such as Afghanistan, Yemen, and Colombia, the volume concludes with recommendations for 
advancing female education.  The book may be checked out from the library or accessed full-text 
through the World Bank eLibrary. 

Image from www.sagepub.in 

Image from www.routledge.com 

http://www.worldbank.icebox.ingenta.com/search/article?index=1&value1=girls%27+education+in+the+21st+century&option1=titleabstract&operator1=&value2=&option2=&value3=&option3=&value4=&option4=&value5=&option5=&option6=subject&option7=region&option8=country&option9=doctype&value9=BK&value9=JA&value9=WP&value9=BC&value10=&option10=&value11=&option11=&value12=&option12=&option13=year_from&value13=1970&option14=year_to&value14=2010&database=1&sort=score&pageSize=20�
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Anticorruption in the health sector: strategies for transparency and ac-
countability.  Vian, Taryn, William Savedoff, and Harald Mathisen, editors.  
Sterling, VA: Kumarian Press, 2010. 

The essays in this volume address the problem of corruption and its con-
sequences in the health sector.  The authors provide stories from suc-
cessful anticorruption projects and policies, in addition to suggesting how 
agencies may incorporate anticorruption programs into development 
work. 

 
The graying of the great powers: demography and geopolitics in the 21st 
century.  Jackson, Richard, et al.  Washington, DC: Center for Strategic In-
ternational Studies, 2008. 

This report examines the implications of global aging, which it describes 
as a shift in age structures and growth rates due to increased longevity 
and decreased fertility.  Although it focuses on geopolitical repercussions 
of demographics in the developed world, the report devotes a chapter to 
developing countries.  It also considers how demography may affect 
global security. 

 
Inside the outbreaks: the elite medical detectives of the Epidemic 
Intelligence Service.  Pendergrast, Mark.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Har-
court, 2010. 

Pendergrast presents a chronological history of the Epidemic Intel-
ligence Service (EIS), a training and service program of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control.  He chronicles a plethora of epidemic 
cases from around the world by summarizing individual mysteries, 
how each case was solved, and by whom. 

 

Global gender issues in the new millennium.  3rd ed.  Peterson, V. Spike 
and Anne Sisson Runyan.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2010. 

This textbook analyzes gender issues from a feminist perspective.  The 
authors consider gender divisions in politics, governance, security, and 
economy.   

HEALTH, NUTRITION AND POPULATION 

WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT 

Paradise beneath her feet: how women are transforming the Middle East.  
Coleman, Isobel.  New York: Random House, 2010. 

This book about advancing women’s rights in the Middle East begins with 
a discussion of the positive impacts of empowered women in societies 
and economies. It discusses the history and rise of Islamic feminism, 
then addresses how women in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, Iraq, and 
Saudi Arabia are working towards educational and economic opportuni-
ties for women in the region. 
 
See review of title on page 5 

Image from http://
markpendergrast.com/
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 REVIEWED TITLE 
Paradise beneath her feet: how women are transforming the Middle East  
Much of the discussion about Islam in the West today seems to assume an incompatibility 
between Western values and Islam: from a religious defense of violence, to the subjuga-
tion of women, to the sanctioning of domestic abuse, Islam is often portrayed as back-
ward and repressive. But in Paradise Beneath Her Feet Isobel Coleman showcases an 
Islam which not only affirms women, but has a long and rich history of defending them.  
 
Among the insightful jewels in Paradise Beneath Her Feet are: in 1898 a Muslim scholar 
from India published a treatise called The Rights of Women, which one year later was fol-
lowed by The Liberation of Women being published in Egypt. Also, Grand Ayatollah 
Saanei, one of the ten highest-ranking clerics in Iranian Shiism, has said women should 
be able to hold any job, including president or supreme religious leader; women's testi-
mony has the same value as a man's; and women have the right to abortion on the 
grounds of "compassion". These are only some of the examples. 
 
That said, this book does have its limitations. As the author points out in her introduction, 
she began researching the book knowing nearly nothing about these topics. Accordingly, 
much of her insight about women and Islam in the Middle East comes across as a debu-
tant fascinated and surprised by her findings, rather than a wizened master who is able to 
thoroughly parse her topic. The first chapter 'Why Women Matter' leaves one wondering, 
if a chapter on 'Why Women Matter' is required, and the following case is made solely in 
economic terms, has not the battle for the position of women in Islam already been lost? 
Or is the self-evident value of women today just a dead Western dream, buried as a Para-
dise Beneath Her Feet? 
 
Rebecca Semmes 
Crisis, Stabilization, and Governance Officer 
DCHA/OFDA 

Working the night shift: women in India’s call center industry.  Patel, Reena.  Stan-
ford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2010. 

Patel uses a feminist perspective to examine the practice and consequences of 
night shift work for women in India’s call centers.  She introduces the transnational 
call center industry and then examines the social and economic implications of the 
work on women in India.  The author especially emphasizes the stigma of women 
who go out at night and earn their own salaries. 

  

Join the KSC Book Club This Summer 

Image from www.cfr.org 

Image  
from http://www.bn.com 

We’re kicking off our book discussion group with Half the Sky: Turning          
Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide by journalists               
Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn. The book revolves around the notion 
that women are the key to development and that education is the best way to 
empower them and addresses a variety of women’s issues in developing 
countries including: trafficking, health, education, and microfinance. 
 
Stay tuned for the date and time of the book discussion, which will be a 
brown-bag style event led by a USAID subject matter expert. 
 
 
 

This event is only open to USAID staff. 
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African market women: seven life stories from Ghana. Clark, Gracia.  
Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2010. 

Clark presents life stories from seven vendors at the Kumasi Central 
Market in Ghana.  The stories reflect changing Ghanaian politics, 
society, and economy since the country’s independence in 1957.  
The tales—which incorporate family, colonialism, spirituality, and 
evolving gender roles—show how women are closely connected to 
local and global economies.  

 
Bush wives and girl soldiers: women’s lives through war and peace in 
Sierra Leone.  Coulter, Chris.  Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2009. 

This book examines the lives of girls and women who were kidnapped by rebels dur-
ing Sierra Leone’s civil war.  Based on interviews from more than 100 women, the 
book discusses how females were sometimes taken as bush wives, raped, and often 
forced to fight alongside the rebel regime.  The book also addresses social stigmas of 
the kidnapped women and girls and how they were received when the war ended in 
2002. 

 
Wife of the Gods.  Quartey, Kwei.  New York: Random House, 2009. 

Detective Inspector Darko Dawson travels to the small town of Ketanu, Ghana to in-
vestigate the death of a medical student.  Although he is originally from the village, he 
experiences culture clash with Ketanu society, particularly over the tradition of offer-
ing teenage girls to priests as Wives of the Gods.  He must also face memories of his 
mother’s disappearance and the family he left 25 years ago.   

ASIA 

AFRICA 

Travel, Cultural, and Management 
Materials Available from  

Office of Human Resources OHR/TE 

Afghanistan: a cultural and political history.  Barfield, Thomas.  Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2010. 

This book is about changes in Afghanistan’s political authority, span-
ning from the sixteenth century to present day.  The author describes 
different tribes in the country and what divides and brings them to-
gether.  He addresses the effect of armed insurgency on political au-
thority and the country’s foreign occupiers.  Additionally, he discusses 
how fragmentation of power affects governance in Afghanistan. 

 

Image from http://
www.iupress.indiana.edu 

Image from http://
www.cornellpress.corn
ell.edu/ 

Image from http://press.princeton.edu 
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MIDDLE EAST 

LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN 

Afghanistan: a military history from Alexander the Great to the war against the 
Taliban.  2nd ed.  Tanner, Stephen.  Cambridge, MA, 2009. 

Tanner attempts to provide a complete military history of Afghanistan. This up-
dated edition spans from Alexander the Great to the overthrow of the Taliban 
and addresses implications of American involvement in Afghanistan. 

 
The weight of Heaven: a novel.  Umrigar, Thrity.  New York: Harper, 2009. 

A Michigan couple grieves the loss of their young son.  A job opportunity in Gir-
baug, India allows them a new beginning.  Life is not easier for the Bentons in 
India, as they continue to cope with their loss in addition to the strain of culture 
clash.  

Island beneath the sea.  Allende, Isabel.  New York: Harper, 2010. 
This novel features Tété, who was born as a slave on the island 
of Saint-Domingue (later to become Haiti).  Toulouse Valmorain, 
a young plantation owner, buys teenaged Tété as a wedding gift 
for his wife.  Toulouse and Tété become unexpectedly close; their 
bond becomes especially apparent when they are forced to flee 
to New Orleans due to the Toussaint L’Ouverture revolution.  
Tété builds a new life for herself in New Orleans but is not able to 
completely separate herself from Toulouse. 

 
Margarita, how beautiful the sea.  Ramirez, Sergio.  Willimantic, CT: 
Curbstone Press, 2008. 

This novel about the history of Nicaragua revolves around a poem which a 
famed poet, Rubén Dario, writes on the fan of a young girl.  Nearly 50 years 
later, a group of scholars gather in the town of León to investigate the legend of 
the poem, “Margarita, How Beautiful the Sea.”  The event yields an attempted 
assassination of the dictator Somoza and implicates the woman who owns the 
fan. 

Eclipse of the Sunnis: power, exile, and upheaval in the Middle East.  Amos, 
Deborah.  New York: Public Affairs, 2010. 

Amos claims that 4 million Iraqis were displaced due to the fall of Saddam 
Hussein’s regime in Iraq, and that half of those were forced to leave the 
country.  She discusses how the end of Sunni power in Iraq and the escala-
tion of Shiite parties and militias affects displaced and dispossessed Sunni 
populations in the Middle East.  

Image from 
www.harpercollins.com 

Image from 
www.harpercollins.com 

Image from 
www.harvard.com 
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 KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT 

Getting organized in the Google era: how to get stuff out of your head, find it 
when you need it, and get it done right.  Merrill, Douglas C. and James Martin.  
New York: Broadway Books, 2010. 

Merrill, former CIO of Google, says that the human brain is not necessarily 
equipped to handle today’s fast-paced work environment.  He offers tips on 
organizing tasks and information, such as using stories to remember facts.  
The author specifically advises how to use technological tools, such as 
cloud computing and digital calendars, to make work and personal life 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

Power of pull: how small moves, smartly made, can set big things in motion.  Hagel III, 
John, John Seely Brown, and Lang Davidson.  New York: Basic Books, 2010. 

Pull, as the authors describe, is one’s ability to lure the right people and resources to 
tackle challenges and opportunities.   They describe how to utilize pull for organization 
improvement including: increased productivity, recruitment, and knowledge manage-
ment. 

 
Reframing change: how to deal with workplace dynamics, influence others, 
and bring people together to initiate positive change.  Latting, Jean Kantambu 
and V. Jean Ramsey.  Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger, 2009. 

The authors suggest that, if those in a workplace can train themselves to 
handle workplace situations with “integrity,” positive changes will inevitably 
reverberate throughout an organization.  They explain how properly ad-
dressing emotional factors in the workplace will lead to a healthy working 
environment. 

 
Rework.  Fried, Jason and David Heinemeier Hansson.  New York: Crown Business, 2010. 

The authors, owners of what they describe as a successful small business, abolish tradi-
tional business ideals as keys to success.  Instead, they advocate the entrepreneurial 
spirit and different ways to go about advertising, collaborating, hiring, and productivity. 

 
Another man’s garden.  First Run Features: Global Film Initiative, 
2006. 

There is a saying in Sofia’s Mozambique community that sending 
a girl to school is “like watering another man’s garden.”  Despite 
the obstacles imposed on her, Sofia is determined to become a 
doctor.  She makes her way to college but experiences more dif-
ficulties when her professor harasses her; abiding by her values 
may cost her the education she so desperately desires.  The film 
is in Portuguese with English subtitles. 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 

Image 
fromwww.borders.c
om 

Image from www. amazon.com 



P A G E  9  

 

N E W  T H I S  M O N T H  –  M A Y  2 0 1 0  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Home across lands.  Devlo Media, 2009. 
This documentary about displacement follows a small group of Eritrean Kunama refu-
gees as they attempt to resettle in the United States.  It focuses on the refugee experi-
ence while showing how the Kunama group strives to maintain family and culture in a 
new settlement. 

 
The hurt locker.  Summit Entertainment, 2010. 

This fictional movie is about the U.S. Explosive Ordnance Disposal team, 
an elite squad of bomb disarmers in an Iraq combat zone.  It features Staff 
Sergeant James, head of the group, who embodies passion and expertise 
as he goes about an adrenaline-filled and often deadly job.  He keeps a 
box under his bed, calling it the hurt locker, which contains items that 
could have killed him. 

 
The lost children of Haiti.  CBS Broadcasting, 2010. 

This 60 Minutes segment investigates the risk of slavery to Haitian children following the 
January 2010 earthquake.  The piece claims that the number of enslaved children has 
increased since the earthquake and that more young children are now exposed to cruelty 
and physical labor—in addition to hunger, disease, and sexual assault—than before the 
disaster. 

 
The road to Fondwa.  Fondwa Productions, 2008. 

This film shows how people in Fondwa, Haiti took control of their community’s develop-
ment by coordinating townspeople and international actors.  It advocates a new paradigm 
for international development by showing the success of a system based on collaboration 
and awareness. 

 
The stoning of Soraya M.  Fallen Films, LLC, 2008. 

Based on a true story, this film is about an Iranian woman whose husband 
wants a divorce.  It depicts how Soraya M. is falsely accused of adultery 
and therefore stoned to death, despite all attempts to prove her innocence.  
Her friend, Zahra, risks her own life when she attempts to spread Soraya’s 
story via a visiting journalist. 

 
What are we doing here? Has foreign aid hurt Africa?  Klein Pictures, 2009. 

The producers of this documentary travel from Cairo to Cape Town inves-
tigating why $1 trillion dollars in foreign aid has hurt, not helped, Africa.   

Cocalero.  First Run Features, 2006. 
Filmmakers follow Evo Morales as he travels through the Andes and Amazon campaign-
ing for Bolivia’s presidency.  A coca leaf grower, or “cocalero,” Morales is an Aymara In-
dian who aims to become Bolivia’s first indigenous president.  
This film is in Spanish and Quechua with English subtitles. 

 
Frontrunner: the Afghan woman who surprised the world.  Indiepix 
Films, 2008. 

Dr. Massouda Jalal is a doctor and children’s advocate.  This film 
shows how she defies the Taliban to become the only female 
presidential candidate in Afghanistan’s first democratic election.  
The film is in Dari, English, and Pashtu with English and Arabic 
subtitles. 

Image from www.paleycenter.org 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 
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Borrowing Policies for Library and Learning Resources Center materials 

Type of Materials 

 AID-Washington AID-Mission 

Circulating Books 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Journals (except the most current; In-house use ONLY) 1 week 10  weeks 

Country Videos & DVDs 1 week 10 weeks 

Travel Guides 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Language Materials 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Management Training Materials  4 weeks 10 weeks 

Loan Period 

The USAID Knowledge Services Center (KSC) and OHR Learning Resources Center are funded by M/CIO/KM and the OHR/TE and operated by 
Bridgeborn and Library Associates under contract no. AID-OAA-C-08-00004 

 
Web site: http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html 

Email: ksc@usaid.gov 
Phone: 202-712-0579 

Save the Date! 2010 Summer Seminar Series 
 

Thursdays in July and August 2010 

Participate in USAID-hosted seminar series for knowledge sharing and to explore a range of 
development topics, innovative approaches, and diverse experiences among USAID and 
the development community. 
 
Place: The National Press Club  
529 14th Street NW, 13th Floor 
Dates: Thursdays, July 8, 15, 22, 29 and August 5 
Time: 9:30—11 am 
 
Seminars 
July 8: M4D: How Mobile Phones are Transforming Global            
Development 
July 15: Food Security, Climate Change, Water and Health: 
How can integration better solve complex problems? 
July 22: Neglected Opportunities: Investment climate, rights 
to assets, and women’s untapped economic potential 
July 29: Combating TIP: Fighting Slavery in a Globalized 
World 
August 5: Public Engagement in International Disaster                       
Assistance 
 
 

This event is open to the public. 
 

Images from USAID/Knowledge Services Center 
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