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NEW FROM THE 

By request books are titles which USAID employees have suggested for purchase.  
Want to see a particular item at the library?  Let us know by e-mailing 
ksc@usaid.gov. 

Safer homes, stronger communities: a handbook 
for reconstructing after natural disasters.  Washing-
ton, DC: World Bank, 2010. 

This publication outlines components of hous-
ing reconstruction projects.  Including more 
than 100 short case studies from reconstruction 
experts, the book suggests how to go about 
planning, implementing, and monitoring pro-
jects.  It emphasizes reconstruction policy mak-
ing.  USAID staff may access the book full-text 
online via the World Bank eLibrary. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

Federal contracting answer book.  2nd ed.  O’Con-
nor, Terrence M. and Marry Ann Wangemann.  Vi-
enna, VA: Management Concepts, 2009. 

This handbook, in question and answer for-
mat, outlines the contracting process.  The 
book begins with an introduction to contracting 
and the federal market.  It then goes on to 
cover topics such as subcontracting, cost 
analysis, proposal submission, claims, and 
terminations.  
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DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE 
 

The democracy advantage: how democracies promote pros-
perity and peace.  2nd ed.  Halperin, Morton, Joseph Siegle, and 
Michael Weinstein.  New York: Routledge, 2010. 

This newly revised edition analyzes the positive effect of de-
mocratic governments in developing countries.  Based on the 
stance that democracy increases economic growth and secu-
rity, it advocates development as a major facet of U.S. foreign 
policy. 
 
 

Peoples of the earth: ethnonationalism, democracy, and the 
indigenous challenge in “Latin” America. Andersen, Martin 
Edwin, editor.  Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2010. 

The essays in this volume offer a comparative history of ethnic 
nationalism in Latin America.  Exploring how enthnonational-
ism has affected politics, economy, and society in the region, 
the authors assess how ethnic militancy challenges govern-
ments and security.  The authors collectively advocate more 
discussion about empowerment and land rights of native peo-
ples. 

 
 
SMS uprising: mobile activism in Africa.  Ekine, Sokari, editor.  
Cape Town: Pambazuka Press, 2010. 

Essays in this book explore how activists in Africa are using 
mobile technologies to coordinate and record their activities.  
In addition to discussing how Africans are using such tech-
nologies to bring about change, the authors address gender 
issues in mobile devise access and distinctions between rural 
and urban usage. 

Snakes in paradise: NGOs and the aid industry in Africa.  
Holmén, Hans.  Sterling, VA: Kumarian, 2010. 

Although there has been an influx of NGO aid to sub-
Saharan Africa, Holmén states that the region’s poverty 
level has increased since the 1980s.  He identifies and 
analyzes local aid organizations in an attempt to deter-
mine the successes and failures of different practices.  
Separating discussions by Western and Eastern/
Southern Africa areas, he particularly addresses decen-
tralization and farmers associations. 
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Toughing it out in Afghanistan.  O’Hanlon, Michael E. and Hassina Sherjan.  Washington, DC: Brook-
ings Institution Press, 2010. 

American scholar O’Hanlon and Afghan-American entrepreneur Hassina examine the current 
state of Afghanistan and ongoing efforts to overcome its insurgency.  They propose ways to de-
feat the Taliban, methods for measuring success, and suggest how to build up Afghanistan’s 
economy and military. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
    Violence and social orders: a conceptual framework for interpreting recorded-

human history.  North, Douglass C., John Joseph Wallis, and Barry R. Weingast.  
New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009. 

The authors present a framework for understanding violence and its relation-
ship with politics and economy.  They begin by using a historical context to 
define and discuss natural states versus open access societies.  They then 
proceed to address how several countries have transitioned from natural to 
open social order. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH  AND TRADE 

Does decentralization enhance service delivery and poverty reduction?  Ahmad, 
Ehtisham and Giorgio Brosio, editors.  Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar Publishing, 
2009. 

Presenting empirical studies from Africa, Latin America, and Eastern Europe, this 
volume examines sub-national level policies and their role in poverty reduction and 
service delivery.  The authors find that decentralization has positive effects and they 
suggest that international agencies and donors support efforts to boost public sector 
economies and finance. 

 
Generation in waiting: the unfulfilled promise of young people in the Middle East.  
Dhillon, Navtej and Tarik Yousef, editors.  New York: Brookings Institution Press, 2009. 

The authors of this collection explore the problem of unemployment amongst young 
people in the Middle East.  The problem, they say, begins with sub-par education 
which does not prepare youth for competition in the global economy.  The high rate 
of youth unemployment is blamed for prolonged dependence on parents, inability to 
raise funds for marriage, and reliance on low-paying or informal employment. Essays 
advocate economic and education policies to help young people in the Middle East 
succeed. 

How Ukraine became a market economy and democ-
racy.  Åslund, Anders.  Washington, DC: Peterson Insti-
tute for International Economics, 2009. 

This book investigates Ukraine’s development 
since 1991.  The author presents a chronology of 
policy decisions which led to the country’s eco-
nomic growth and democratic stability.  

Image from 
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On the brink: inside the race to stop the collapse of the global finan-
cial system.  Paulson, Henry M.  New York: Business Plan, 2010. 

Former Secretary of the Treasury Henry Paulson describes his ac-
tions during the economic crisis.  Emphasizing the speed at which he 
was required to make key decisions, Paulson recounts collaborating 
with CEOs and people such as Ben Bernanke, Timothy Geithner, 
Nancy Pelosi, and the presidential candidates.   

   
 
The value of nothing: how to reshape market society and redefine 
democracy.  Patel, Raj.  New York: Picador, 2009. 

Patel criticizes free market culture.  Claiming that society falsely uses 
price to gauge value, he says that essential goods—such as food, 
water, housing, and healthcare—have become less valuable.  The 
author suggests how to “rebalance society and limit markets” and 
discusses how some social organizations are redefining worth. 

 

ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE 

HEALTH, NUTRITION, AND POPULATION 

Image from 
www.amazon.cpm 

Climate change and energy insecurity: the challenge for 
peace, security and development.  Dodds, Felix, Andrew 
Higham, and Richard Sherman, editors.  Sterling, VA: Earthscan, 
2009. 

Part one of this volume addresses potential issues in inter-
national energy production and security issues which may 
result from energy usage, technology, and land use.  The 
authors go on to speculate how climate insecurity may 
challenge development and security, then suggest policy 
options for preventing energy-related crises. 

 

Public health management of disasters: the practice guide.  2nd ed.  Landes-
man, Linda Young.  Washington, DC: American Public Health Association, 2005. 

This handbook outlines the public health component of disaster manage-
ment.  It identifies different types of disasters and addresses disaster plan-
ning, response, communications, and methods for evaluating response.  
Ample appendices include glossaries, checklists, and further resources. 

Image from 
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WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT 

Office of Human Resources OHR/TE 

Travel, Cultural, and Management 
Materials Available from  

Gender and governance in rural services: insights from India, Ghana, 
and Ethiopia.  Washington, DC: IFPRI; World Bank, 2010. 

This publication examines the experiences of women in water and ag-
ricultural extension programs.  It uses case studies to discuss suc-
cesses and failures of rural programs and suggests how to best incor-
porate women farmers in development.  USAID staff may access the 
book full-text online via the World Bank eLibrary. 

Angola: the weight of history.  Chabal, Patrick and Nuno Vidal.  New 
York: Columbia University Press, 2008. 

Contributors to this volume analyze Angola’s colonial history and 
how the country has progressed since its civil war.  Discussing the 
country’s economic, social, and political growth, the book also 
speculates about the future of the country. 

 
 
Born in the big rains: a memoir of Somalia and survival.  Korn, Fad-
umo.  New York: The Feminist Press, 2006. 

This memoir about female genital mutilation (FGM) begins with 
Korn’s memories of growing up in a Nomadic Somali family.  She 
becomes very sick after enduring her ritual “cutting” and goes to live with a rich relative 
in Mogadishu.  Transported to Germany for a medical treatment, she recovers there, 
gets married, has a family, and speaks out against FGM. 

 
 
Understanding Somalia and Somaliland.  Lewis, Ioan.  New York: Columbia 
University Press, 2008. 

Describing Somali heritage, this book addresses the culture, history, and 
politics of Somalia.  It discusses the collapse of the Republic in 1991, the 
development of the democratic state of Somaliland, and the U.S.-
Ethiopian intervention to replace Islamic courts. 

AFRICA 
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Children of dust: a memoir of Pakistan.  Eteraz, Ali.  New York: 
HarperOne, 2009. 

The author tells his life story and describes his struggle to find a bal-
ance between Muslim and American ways of life. Raised in a re-
mote Pakistani village, Eteraz struggles to become an American 
teenager when his family moves to the United States.  He encoun-
ters life under the Taliban when he returns to Pakistan to find a pi-
ous Muslim wife, and finds himself in danger when he is suspected 
of being a CIA agent.  

 
The Maoist insurgency in Nepal: revolution in the twenty-first century.  La-
woti, Mahendra and Anup K. Pahari, editors.  New York: Routledge, 2010. 

Essays in this volume examine the Maoist rebellion in Nepal.  The book 
aims to reveal how such an insurgency was able to grow in the country.  
Additionally, essays investigate the ideologies, organization, and strategies 
of the insurgency.  

 
With all our strength: the Revolutionary Association of the 
Women of Afghanistan.  Brodsky, Anne E.  New York: Routledge, 
2004. 

This book explores the history and organization of the Revo-
lutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan (RAWA).  
Founded in 1977, RAWA is a political and social organization 
which advocates human rights and social justice in Afghani-
stan. 

 
A woman among warlords: the extraordinary story of an Afghan who dared 
to raise her voice.  Joya, Malalai and Derrick O’Keefe.  New York: Scribner, 2009. 

Joya, dubbed “the bravest woman in Afghanistan,” tells her life story.  
Raised in refugee camps in Iran and Pakistan, her activism began as she 
secretly taught Afghan girls in basements.  She won a seat in Afghanistan’s 
Parliament at the age of 25 but was ousted due to her very vocal criticism 
of the country’s warlords.  In addition to telling about her life as an activist, 
Joya provides an insider’s view of the ordinary women and men who are 
standing up for change in their country. 

ASIA 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 

  
Please stop by the Knowledge Services Center to check out books and DVDs, 
browse our journals, or request a password for Rosetta Stone online.  
 
Ask our librarians for a demo of our newest e-resources: GREENR (environment/
climate change), Medline Plus (full text medical articles) and CAB Abstracts 
(agriculture/environment/natural resource management). 
 
The USAID library is open from 9am to 5pm.  
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KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT 

Enterprise 2.0: new collaborative tools for your organization’s tough-
est challenges.  McAfee, Andrew.  Boston: Harvard University Press, 
2009. 

The author introduces Enterprise 2.0, which he says is the incorpo-
ration of Web 2.0 technologies in organizational productivity.  He 
describes Web 2.0 tools—such as Delicious, Facebook, and Wikipe-
dia—and how such tools are used within institutions to record and 
share knowledge.  He illustrates business and organizational adop-
tion of Enterprise 2.0 by providing short case studies from institu-
tions like Google and the CIA. 

 
 
Social media at work: how networking tools propel organizational performance.  Jue, 
Arthur, Jackie Marr, and Mary Kassotakis.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2010. 

This book suggests how to use social media to increase organizational performance.  
The authors explain how tools like wikis, blogs, and Twitter can be used to attract and 
retain qualified employees, increase innovation, and foster competitiveness.  Case 
studies from Nokia, Cisco, and Intel are included. 
 

 
Trust agents: using the web to build influence, improve reputation, and 
earn trust.  Brogan, Chris and Julien Smith.  Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & 
Sons, 2009. 

Trust agents, according to the authors, are “digitally savvy” people who 
use honesty and transparency on the internet to build positive relation-
ships.  Based on the premise that social media tools are more influential 
on a company’s reputation than traditional advertising mechanisms, this 
book analyzes web behavior and suggests how to become a trust agent. 

 

Image from www.amazon.com 
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LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN 

Travesty in Haiti: a true account of Christian missions, orphanages, 
fraud, food aid and drug trafficking.  Schwartz, Timothy T.  Charleston, SC: 
BookSurge Publishing, 2008. 

Schwartz discusses problems in international aid to Haiti.  Particularly 
addressing charities and large development organizations, he explains 
what he believes to be corrupt, violent, and poorly executed practices 
in Haiti.  Material is drawn from Schwartz’s field experiences, research, 
and consulting work with international agencies.   

Image from 
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Farmer’s Remedy.  CBS Broadcasting, 2008. 
This 60 Minutes segment reports on Dr. Paul Farmer’s work in Haiti.  It discusses 
Farmer’s organization, Partners in Health, which provides medical care to people living 
in impoverished areas. 

 
 
The female face of AIDS: crisis in Malawi.  Leitner Center for International 
Law and Justice, 2007. 

This documentary addresses the stigma of HIV/AIDS on Malawian 
women.  Interviews with infected women reveal conditions of abuse, 
repression, and dependency.  The one year study, conducted by the 
Leitner Center, aims to raise awareness and assist in improving the 
lives of Malawi’s HIV/AIDS population.  

 
 
In the tall grass: inside the citizen-based justice system Gacaca.  Choices Video, 2006. 

Gacaca is a network of Hutu and Tutsi community courts which fosters Rwanda’s recon-
ciliation process.  This documentary follows one woman as she goes through the system 
in hope of bringing to justice the man that she claims killed her husband and children. 

 

International project management: leadership in complex environ-
ments.  Grisham, Thomas W.  Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, 2010. 

This text describes the facets of international project management, 
which is defined as leadership for projects that span across different 
countries and cultures.  Based heavily on the collaborative project 
enterprise (CPE) structure, the book addresses the basics of project 
management and components such as diversity, scope, risk, time, 
and quality management. 
 

 
 
Nudge: improving decisions about health, wealth, and happiness.  
Thaler, Richard H. and Cass R. Sunstein.  London: Penguin, 2009. 

The authors examine personal choices.  They explain that, without tak-
ing away a person’s capability to choose, a nudge is an action which 
compels a person to make the best choice.  They discuss nudging in 
terms of investments, health, relationships, and politics. 

 
Image from www.amazon.com 
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Keepers of memory: survivors’ accounts of the Rwandan genocide.  Choices Video, 2005. 
This film depicts the 1994 Rwandan genocide from the perspectives of its survivors.  The documen-
tary examines survivors’ efforts to move on while they strive to remember those who passed away. 

 
Lavichè: a crisis for the poor in Haiti.  Jean-Reneé Rinvil, 2002. 

A documentary about poverty, this film compares the hardships of Haitians in Haiti with Haitians held 
in U.S. immigration jails.  The filmmaker insinuates that the U.S. government intensifies the plight of 
poverty-stricken Haitians. 

 
 
Miseducation of Pakistan.  Newsline Films, 2005. 

The documentary investigates the education system in Pakistan.  Filmmakers discuss 
inadequate education and schools which lack teachers, water, and electricity.  The 
piece also investigates corruption of Pakistani school administrators. 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of peace: relief and resistance in Burma’s war zones.  Choices Video, 2007. 
About the one million displaced Karen villagers in Burma, this film follows the filmmaker as he ille-
gally enters the country to deliver aid and medicine to those struggling to survive.  The documentary 
shows several interviews and addresses recent events in the country. 

 
 
Shake hands with the devil: the journey of Roméo Dallaire.  California Newsreel, 2005. 

General Roméo Dallaire, commander of a U.N. peacekeeping mission during the 
genocide, returns to Rwanda 10 years later.  The documentary captures his recollec-
tions while visiting places of mass murder and the film emphasizes the West’s aban-
donment of Rwanda during the crisis. 

 

Borrowing Policies for Library and Learning Resources Center materials 

Type of Materials 

 AID-Washington AID-Mission 

Circulating Books 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Journals (except the most current; In-house use ONLY) 1 week 10  weeks 

Country Videos & DVDs 1 week 10 weeks 

Travel Guides 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Language Materials 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Management Training Materials  4 weeks 10 weeks 

Loan Period 

The USAID Knowledge Services Center (KSC) and OHR Learning Resources Center are funded by M/CIO/KM and the OHR/TE and operated by 
Bridgeborn and Library Associates under contract no. AID-OAA-C-08-00004 

 
Web site: http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html 

Email: ksc@usaid.gov 
Phone: 202-712-0579 
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