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AID AND DEVELOPMENT 

NEW FROM THE 

By request books are titles which USAID employees have suggested for purchase.  
Want to see a particular item at the library?  Let us know by e-mailing 
ksc@usaid.gov. 

Data against natural disasters: establishing effective systems 
for relief, recovery, and reconstruction.  Amin, Samia and Mar-
kus Goldstein, editors.  Washington, DC: World Bank, 2008. 

This volume is intended to be used as a tool for improving 
disaster management and monitoring systems. It identifies 
data needs during various phases of disaster response and 
contains case studies from 6 countries (including Haiti and 
Pakistan). The book is available for checkout and may also 
be viewed online.   

The dragon’s gift: the real story of China in Africa.  
Brautigam, Deborah.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2009. 

Brautigam examines China’s aid and invest-
ments in Africa.  She uses data and stories 
from several sectors to investigate “myths and 
realities” about Beijing as a donor, its motiva-
tions, and impacts across Africa.  
 

Fixing fragile states: a new paradigm for develop-
ment.  Kaplan, Seth D.  Westport, CT: Praeger Security 
International, 2008. 

Kaplan claims that current development practices 
fail because they do not incorporate socio-cultural 
factors.  He introduces a new paradigm for sustain-
able development which involves recognizing local 
business environments, group dynamics, and state 
capacities.  The book features 7 case studies—from 
countries such as Azerbaijan, Pakistan, DRC, and 
Bolivia—to demonstrate the author’s theory. 
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Humanitarian logistics.  Tomasini, Rolando and Luk Van Wassenhove.  
New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 

This book explains fundamental logistics of humanitarian operations 
while emphasizing public and private coordination.  Beginning with an 
explanation of supply chain management and how it relates to relief 
and emergency operations, the book goes on to address prepared-
ness, coordination, and information and knowledge management. 

 
Introduction to international disaster management.  Coppola, Damon P.  
Boston: Butterworth Heinemann, 2007. 

This text book covers the basics of disaster management.  Containing 
chapters on vulnerability, mitigation, preparedness, response, and re-
covery, the resource also identifies government and NGO organiza-
tions which manage disasters.  Shaded boxes throughout the text 
highlight concepts, scenarios, and case studies such as USAID/
OFDA’s response to El Salvador’s 2001 earthquake (exhibit 7-2). 

 
 
Participatory rural appraisal: principles, methods and application.  Nara-
yanasamy, N.  Los Angeles: SAGE Publications, 2009. 

As the author describes, participatory rural appraisal (PRA) is a proc-
ess which allows for local participation in development.  PRA is said to 
be applicable to all development sectors, including economic growth, 
agriculture, health, and evaluation.  This text book introduces the ori-
gin, concepts, and methods of PRA.  Methods are illustrated by field 
experiences in developing countries. 

 
What works in development? thinking big and thinking 
small.  Cohen, Jessica and William Easterly, editors.  Wash-
ington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 2009. 

The essays in this work analyze different approaches 
to promoting economic growth and development.  
The book defines “big” theories as those that concen-
trate on issues at a country level (such as macroeco-
nomic policies), and “small” methodologies as those 
that concentrate on more detailed matters (like cash 
transfers).  The authors discuss successes of each 
approach to suggest how development may be 
achieved in the future. 

 
Image from: http://us.macmillan.com/
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CIVIL-MILITARY RELATIONS 
 
The U.S. Army stability operations field manual.  Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press, 2009. 

A collaboration of military, USG, NGO, and private sector authors, this 
manual is focused on leadership in stability operations.  The publica-
tion presents the Army’s role in conflict management and heavily em-
phasizes cooperation with nonmilitary actors.  Appendices include in-
formation about humanitarian response principles, Provincial Recon-
struction Teams (PRTs), and USAID’s Principles for Reconstruction 
and Development. 
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Afghanistan’s political stability: a dream unrealised.  Qassem, Ahmad Shayeq.  Burlington, VT: Ash-
gate, 2009. 

The author outlines Afghanistan’s troubles in achieving political stability.  He argues that factors 
and influences from Afghanistan’s bordering countries have directly impacted its ability to foster 
ethno-nationalism and stable statehood.  Afghanistan-Pakistan relations and 
border disputes are especially emphasized. 

 
Building peace: practical reflections from the field.  Zelizer, Craig and Robert 
Rubinstein, editors.  Sterling, VA: Kumarian Press, 2009. 

This volume presents 13 stories about innovation and success in peace 
building operations.  Case studies demonstrate how new institutions were 
established to manage conflict resolution in countries such as Angola, Is-
rael, Macedonia, and the former Yugoslavia. 

 
 
 

 

DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE 
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A little war that shook the world: Georgia, Russia, and the future of the West.  As-

mus, Ronald.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010. 
Asmus discusses the August 2008 conflict between Russia and Georgia, claiming 
that Russia instigated the war to stop Georgia from “going West.” He examines Rus-
sia’s discourse from the West since the 1990s and speculates about the future of the 
country’s leadership. 

 
The new Nicaragua: lessons in development, democracy, and nation-building for 
the United States.  Hendrix, Steven E.  Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, Praeger Secu-
rity International, 2009. 

USAID’s Steven Hendrix examines changes in Nicaragua between 2005 and 2008.  
He focuses on democracy and governance programs in Nicaragua, U.S.-Nicaragua 
relations, and the election and politics of President Daniel Ortega.  The book pre-
sents lessons learned from prodemocracy programs in Central American conflict or 
post-conflict zones. 
 

 
Nothing to envy: ordinary lives in North Korea. Demick, Barbara.  New York: Spiegel 
& Grau, 2009. 

Demick presents stories of six people in an attempt to reveal life inside totalitarian 
North Korea.  She reveals emotional and cultural aspects of her subjects’ lives under 
the regime while outlining the country’s history since 1990, including the rise of Kim 
Jong-il and the famine which killed a sizeable percentage of North Korea’s popula-
tion.   
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ECONOMIC GROWTH  AND TRADE 

From poverty to prosperity: intangible assets, hidden liabilities 
and the lasting triumph over scarcity.  Kling, Arnold and Nick 
Schulz.  New York: Encounter Books, 2009. 

The authors introduce “Economics 2.0,” a term they use to 
describe the power of innovation to fix market failures.  The 
book incorporates interviews with leading economists, in-
cluding William Easterly, to advance their theory that re-
stricting government intervention and transferring power to 
individuals are the keys to economic growth. 

 
Market dynamics and productivity in developing countries: economic reforms 
in the Middle East and North Africa.  Sekkat, Khalid, editor.  New York: Springer, 
2009. 

The authors use empirical data to examine the low productivity of Tunisia, 
Morocco, Turkey, and Jordan.  Focusing on firm entry and exit, they suggest 
policies for increasing competition, which they claim will lead to growth in pro-
ductivity and higher return on investment. 

EDUCATION 

 

Image from 
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Global perspectives on adult education.  Abdi, Ali A. and Dip Kapoor, editors.  New 
York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 

This collection presents discussions of concepts and theories pertaining to 
adult education, with a particular emphasis on social development and global 
citizenship.  It contains 9 case studies from countries in the global South, in-
cluding: Zimbabwe, Argentina, and Indonesia. 

 
 
Going to school in Sub-Saharan Africa.  Omatseye, Jim Nesin and Bridget Olirejere 
Omatseye.  Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2008. 

Divided into chapters by country, this book examines education systems in 
terms of history, philosophies on education, politics, reform, and current 
trends.  The authors address all levels of education—and private and public 
schools—in 10 countries, including: Nigeria, Kenya, Angola, and the Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo. 

 
Stones into schools: promoting peace with books, not bombs, in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan.  Mortenson, Greg. New York: Viking, 2009. 

Mortenson continues his story after the 2003 publication of Three Cups of Tea.  
He tells of his ongoing efforts to establish schools in Afghanistan for girls, his 
work after the 2005 earthquake, being abducted by the Taliban, and how he 
befriended clerics and tribal and militia leaders.  
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ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE 
Climate change and food security: adapting agriculture to a warmer world.     
Lobell, David and Marshall Burke, editors.  Springer Verlag, 2009. 

This book examines different data and methodologies used to study climate 
change and its impact on food security.  Aiming to end controversy over differ-
ing assessments about the changing climate and agriculture, the volume ad-
dresses potential threats to food security and suggests how farmers and insti-
tutions may approach environmental challenges. 

 

Social dimensions of climate change: equity and vulnerability in a warming 
world.  Mearns, Robin and Andrew Norton, editors.  Washington, DC: World Bank, 
2010. 

This collection of essays is based on the premise that climate change could 
feasibly negate poverty reduction efforts and progress in achieving the Millen-
nium Development Goals.  It therefore advocates the local and global incorpo-
ration of “pro-poor climate policy” with development and poverty reduction en-
deavors. 

 

Success stories in Asian aquaculture.  De Silva, Sena S. and F. Brian Davy, edi-
tors.  Springer, 2009. 

The case studies in this volume credit the determination of small-scale aqua-
culture farmers to Asia’s successes in aquaculture.  These essays link aqua-
culture with food security and sustainability while additionally describing its 
importance in local economies.  Case studies include topics such as catfish 
farming in Vietnam and shrimp farming in Thailand and India. 

 

Wastewater irrigation and health: assessing and mitigating risk in low-income 
countries.  Drechsel, Pay, et al, editors.  Ottowa: International Development Re-
search Centre; Sterling, VA: Earthscan, 2010. 

The 38 expert authors of this compilation address the problem of improperly 
or untreated water on health in developing countries. The book presents a risk 
assessment and proposes solutions to facilitating and promoting wastewater 
treatment systems.  Case studies from Africa, Asia, and the Middle East are 
included. 

 

World development report 2010: development and climate change.   Washing-
ton, DC: World Bank, 2010. 

The 2010 World Development report addresses the likelihood that climate 
change will most impact developing countries.  It advocates immediate action 
to ease the burden of global warming on such countries, such as financial as-
sistance with technology and changes in policy.  The report is available at the 
KSC but it may also be accessed online via http://www.worldbank.org/
reference/. 

EVALUATION 
Measuring effectiveness in humanitarian and development aid.  Renzaho, Andre 
M. N.  New York: Nova Science Publishers, 2007. 

This volume focuses on the effectiveness of aid programs.  In addition to dis-
cussing how to define successful outcomes, the first section addresses gaps in 
the process such as outcome mapping and evaluability assessment. The sec-
ond section offers case studies and the third part discusses challenges of 
measuring effectiveness.   

Image from http://
www.renoufbooks.com/
Enter.aspx?
m=b&p=88700 
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Materials Available from  

Program evaluation in practice: core concepts and examples for discussion and 
analysis.  Spaulding, Dean T.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2008. 

This book focuses on evaluation of education programs.  Part one addresses evalua-
tion theories, collecting data, report writing, and disseminating results.  The second 
part features 10 case studies which incorporate different aspects of evaluation such 
as: confidentiality, benchmarking, interview data, and the role of the evaluator in the 
request for proposal (RFP) process. 

Women, gender, and disaster: global issues and initiatives.  Enarson, 
Elaine, and P.G. Dhar Chakrabarti, editors.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publica-
tions, 2009. 

The essays in this publication address the importance of utilizing women in 
disaster risk management.  The authors explain how women are uniquely 
affected by disasters and emphasize that their knowledge and survival skills 
qualify them to be invaluable resources in disaster situations.  Case studies 
from countries like Nicaragua, Pakistan, and Kenya demonstrate the book’s 
thesis. 

The Boy who harnessed the wind: creating currents of electricity and hope. 
Kamkwamba, William and Bryan Mealer.  New York: William Morrow, 2009. 

Although everyone calls him crazy, William Kamkwamba dreams about building    
windmills to bring electricity and water to his Malawi village.  He aspires to study sci-
ence in boarding school, but is forced to abandon his dream when famine hits Ma-
lawi in 2002.  Utilizing old text books and a book titled Using Energy, William uses 
scrap parts to construct two windmills; one powers four electric lights and the other 
turns a water pump. 

AFRICA 
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A river called time.  Couto, Mia.  London: Serpent’s Tail, 
2008. 

Mariano must return to his Mozambique village for his 
grandfather’s funeral.  Upon arriving home, he learns 
that he is now responsible for family affairs.  He also 
learns that his grandfather is not completely dead, as 
he “died badly” and needs certain actions to completely 
cross into death. Receiving mysterious letters from his 
grandfather, Mariano learns secrets about himself while 
putting his grandfather to rest. 

EUROPE & EURASIA 

The other war: winning and losing in Afghanistan.  Neumann, Ronald E.  
Washington, DC: Potomac Books, Inc. 2009. 

Neumann discusses policy and operations during his work as American 
ambassador to Afghanistan from 2005 to 2007.  In addition to discussing 
nation building and counterinsurgency in the country, Neumann explains 
what he believes to be the reasons behind the United States’s delayed 
commitment to the war in Afghanistan. 

 
Burma/Myanmar: what everyone needs to know.  Steinberg, David I.  Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2010. 

This book, in question and answer format, dives in to Burma/Myanmar’s 
history and current state.  It examines topics such as the country’s politics, 
foreign relations, and importance to China and India.   

ASIA 

Children of Armenia: a forgotten genocide and the century-long struggle for 
justice.  Bobelian, Michael.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 2009. 

Bobelian discovers his family’s connection to the Ottoman Empire’s Arme-
nian genocide.  Baffled at how such a mass killing (of a reported 1.5 Arme-
nians between 1915 and 1923) could be forgotten, he investigates modern 
efforts to bring the genocide back to public consciousness. 

 

Image from www.amazon.com 
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Please stop by the Knowledge Services Center to check out books and DVDs, 
browse our journals, or request a password for Rosetta Stone online.  
 
Ask our librarians for a demo of our newest e-resources: GREENR (environment/
climate change), Medline Plus (full text medical articles) and CAB Abstracts 
(agriculture/environment/natural resource management). 
 
The USAID library is open from 9am to 5pm.  
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Mornings in Jenin: a novel.  Abulhawa, Susan.  New York: Bloomsbury, 
2010. 

Amal is born in a refugee camp.  Forced to leave the village of Ein Hod 
upon Israel’s statehood in 1948, Amal’s Palestinian family attempts to 
cope with the loss of their homeland. Despite dismal life in the camp, 
mornings are beautiful to Amal because her father reads to her.  Fol-
lowing the family’s struggle over the span of 60 years, this story is 
about faith, forgiveness, and love. 

 
 
Understanding Iran: everything you need to know, from Persia to the Islamic Republic, 
from Cyrus to Ahmadinejad.  Polk, William R.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 

The author presents Iran’s history, culture, and foreign relations.  He outlines misunder-
standings between Americans and Iranians, emphasizing the importance of mutual un-
derstanding for United States security. 

 

MIDDLE EAST 

Fundamentals of project management for development organizations.  Atlanta, GA: 
PM4DEV, 2009. 

This resource addresses the roles and responsibilities of project managers in the 
development field. It introduces “modern” project management methods, phases of 
project management, and the project management cycle. It additionally identifies 
challenges of directing development projects.   

Something like happiness.  Film Movement, 2007. 
Tonik, Dasha, and Monika grew up together in a Czech housing project.  
They become closer as adults as they realize their hopes, dreams, and 
fears under tragic circumstances. 

 
 
Tulpan.  Zeitgeist Films, 2009. 

Asa returns to the Hunger Steppe after his Russian naval service. He 
aspires to marry his neighbor Tulpan, the only single woman in the area, 
but must first prove his worth as a husband and shepherd.  The film is in 
Kazakh with English subtitles. 

 

Image from www.bn.com 
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Tehran has no more pomegranates.  Documentary Educational Resources, 2008.   
Post-modern and satirical in style, this documentary presents a history of Tehran 
over the past 100 years.  The filmmakers portray an evolution of the city into “an 
urban mess”—filled with overcrowding, pollution, and divided classes—which can 
no longer grow pomegranates. 

 
Under the bombs.  Film Movement, 2008. 

Taking place during the Lebanon-Israel conflict of 2006, a Christian taxi driver 
takes a Shiite woman to find her son amidst the war’s chaos and rubble. The pair 
bond and realize their similarities.  The film is in Arabic with English subtitles. 

 

 
Image from http://
bakhshim.com/films.html 

 

Reviewed Title (also abstracted in the Aid & Development section) 
 

The dragon’s gift: the real story of China in Africa.  Brautigam, Deborah.  Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2009. 
 

Over the past ten years, China’s profile has risen extraordinarily in Africa, with its aid and state-
sponsored economic engagement which promises to transform the continent.  However, while its 
increased economic engagement and massive infrastructure work have been beneficial for the conti-
nent, there have been some accompanying transparency, safety, labor, and governance concerns. 
 
The Dragon’s Gift provides a thorough overview of the evolution of China’s aid and economic en-
gagement programs, dating back to the 1960s.  Brautigam addresses the myths and realities of 
China’s engagement in Africa, juxtaposed against a strong critique of Western donor approaches.  
She argues that the Chinese engagement strategy of mutual benefit, based upon models tested at 
home during its own impressive growth, was designed to tap into Africa’s natural resources since 
Chinese growth was outpacing its own capacity, while also creating new markets for its companies 
under its “Go Global” policy.  Brautigam is clearly impressed with China’s long-term strategic Africa 
policy and contrasts it with the short-sighted Western view. 
 
- Becky Erkul, Senior Donor Affairs Advisor, AFR/DP/POSE 

Borrowing Policies for Library and Learning Resources Center materials 

Type of Materials 

 AID-Washington AID-Mission 

Circulating Books 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Journals (except the most current; 
In-house use ONLY) 

1 week 10  weeks 

Country Videos & DVDs 1 week 10 weeks 

Travel Guides 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Language Materials 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Management Training Materials  4 weeks 10 weeks 

Loan Period 

The USAID Knowledge Services Center (KSC) and OHR Learning Resources Center are funded by  M/CIO/KM and the OHR/TE and operated by 
Bridgeborn and Library Associates    under contract no. AID-OAA-C-08-00004 

 
Web site: http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html 

Email: ksc@usaid.gov 
Phone: 202-712-0579 

http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html�
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