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AID AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

NEW FROM THE 

Power, faith, and fantasy: America and the Middle 
East 1776 to the present.  Oren, Michael B.  New York: 
W.W. Norton & Company, 2007. 

This book chronicles United States’ interactions with 
the Middle East since 1776.  Focusing on attitudes 
about the region and perceptions of Islam, Oren sug-
gests that Americans have always been fixated on 
changing Middle Eastern economy, politics, and relig-
ion.  Oren attempts to describe how such outlooks 
have influenced foreign policy and involvement in the 
Middle East. 

 
 
 
One nation under contract: the outsourcing of 

American power and the future of foreign policy.  
Stanger, Allison.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 
2009. 

Containing a chapter about 
USAID, this book discusses the 
implications of government out-
sourcing across the three Ds 
(diplomacy, defense, and devel-
opment).  Claiming that foreign 
policy has been privatized, Stan-
ger suggests how the system 
may be reformed.  The key, she 
says, is to begin administering 
“good government” and using 
contractors in a different way.  

By request books are titles which USAID employees have suggested for purchase.  
Want to see a particular item at the library?  Let us know by e-mailing 
ksc@usaid.gov. 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 

mailto:ksc@usaid.gov�
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DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE 
 
 
Conflict management in the Middle East: regional solutions to regional 
problems?  Beirut: 142nd Bergedorf Round Table, March 20-22, 2009. 

This publication summarizes Beirut’s Bergedorf Round Table discussion 
in May 2009.  Including Lebanese Prime Minister Fouad Siniora, the dis-
cussion focuses on regional peace initiatives and the involvement of ex-
ternal actors in Lebanon’s conflict management and resolution.   

 
                            Guiding principles for stabilization and reconstruction.   
                            Washington, DC: United States Institute of Peace, 2009. 

Geared towards U.S. government civilians involved in 
stabilization and reconstruction (S&R) missions, this 
manual puts forth a collection of principles for building 
peace in post-conflict societies.  Separate sections detail 
achieving the five end states of social well-being, stable 
governance, sustainable economy, rule of law, and safe/
secure environment.  

CIVIL– MILITARY RELATIONS 
 
American civil-military relations: the soldier and the state in a new era.  
Nielsen, Suzanne C. and Don M. Snider, editors.  Balti-
more, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009. 

Scholars of history, political science, and sociol-
ogy examine the modern collaboration of Ameri-
can civilian and military organizations.  Based on 
theories set forth by Samuel Huntington in his 
classic work The Soldier and the State, these es-
says provide lessons learned and suggest guide-
lines for relationships between military leaders 
and appointed “civilian elites.”   The text empha-
sizes civil-military relations in the context of na-
tional security and touches on operations in Iraq. 

 
 
Managing civil-military cooperation: a 24/7 joint effort for stability.   
Rietjens, Sebastiaan and Myriame Bollen, editors.  Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 
2008. 

This book examines international civil-military relations in the context of 
humanitarian and stability/reconstruction operations.  Including mention 
of USAID in Kosovo, the volume is comprised of perspectives from aca-
demics, military personnel, and humanitarian workers.  Case studies are 
provided for countries including Afghanistan, DRC, Pakistan, and Sri 
Lanka. 

 

Image from www.bn.com 

Image from 
www.ashgate.com 
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Invisible history: Afghanistan’s untold story.  Fitzgerald, Paul and Elizabeth 
Gould.  San Francisco: City Lights Books, 2009. 

Claiming to shed a different light on Afghanistan’s political history, Fitzgerald and 
Gould analyze the United States’ policies and involvements in the country.  In addi-
tion to critically examining the effects of United States’ tactics, the authors propose 
suggestions for the future US course of action. 

 
 
Justice: what’s the right thing to do?  Sandel, Michael J.  New York: Ferrar. Straus 
and Giroux, 2009. 

Harvard professor Michael Sandel raises social and political policy questions.  
While not suggesting answers to ethical aspects of justice and policy, Sandel at-
tempts to provide a philosophical stage for considering topics such as individual 
rights, justified killing, taxation, and free market. 

 
Boulevard of broken dreams: why public efforts to boost entrepreneurship 
and venture capital have failed—and what to do about it.  Lerner, Josh.  
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009. 

This book about government’s influence on venture capitalism ana-
lyzes successes and failures of public initiatives in several countries 
including: Jamaica, Malaysia, and China.  The author raises questions 
about when and how governments should become involved in entre-
preneurship. 

International migration: the human face of globalisation.  Keeley, Brian.  Paris: OECD, 
2009. 

This publication draws upon—and goes beyond—data to examine the realities of inter-
national migration.  In addition to addressing reasons for migration, the book over-
views the impact of migration on developing countries, economy, education, employ-
ment, and government. 

Start-up nation: the story of Israel’s economic miracle.  Senor, Dan and Saul 
Singer.  New York: Twelve, 2009. 

Senor and Singer explore the factors contributing to Israel’s rapid economic 
growth.  Containing more start-up companies than any other country, the au-
thors theorize that Israel’s hardships and culture have set the stage for suc-
cessful entrepreneurship.  They also suggest that Israel’s military, immigra-
tion, and R&D policies have played a large role in its economic achievement. 
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ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE 

Beyond proprietorship: Murphee’s laws on community-based natural             
resource management in Southern Africa.  B.B. Mukamuri, J.M. Manjengwa, 
and S. Anstey, editors.  Ottawa: International Development Research Centre, 
2009. 

These works address natural resource management 
and tenure regimes in southern Africa, with an empha-
sis on rural Zimbabwe.  Revolving around Dr. Marshall 
Murphee’s principles of connecting people with con-
servation, sustainability, and development, the essays 
in this volume discuss policies and how local resource 
management fits in to global conservation efforts.   

 
 
 

 
 
Millions fed: proven successes in agricultural 
development.  Spielman, David J. and Rajul 
Pandya-Lorch, editors.  Washington, DC: Interna-
tional Food Policy Research Institute, 2009. 

The 20 success stories in this volume demon-
strate how programs and policies have lessened 
hunger in Latin America, Africa, and Asia.  Top-
ics include land-tenure reform in China and Viet-
nam, minimizing viruses and bugs in Africa’s cas-
sava crops, community forestry in Nepal, and 
genetically improved tilapia in the Philippines.  

Image from 
www.research4development.info 

Image from www.africanbookcollective.com 

POPULATION, HEALTH, AND NUTRITION  

Abortion worldwide: a decade of uneven progress.  Singh, Susheela, et al.  
New York: Guttmacher Institute, 2009. 

This report examines trends in abortion and policy over the past decade.  
Although 1 in 8 maternal deaths are still attributed to unsafe abortions, 
the report asserts that abortion rates are declining worldwide due to con-
traceptive use, safer procedures, and laws pertaining to the practice.  
The publication offers tables of statistics by region and recommendations 
for the future of reducing abortion and unsafe practices.  
 

 
Start with a girl: a new agenda for global health.  Temin, Miriam, and Ruth 
Levine.  Washington, DC: Center for Global Development, 2009. 

Supported by data specific to adolescent girls, this report puts forth an 8-
pronged agenda for improving health care for girls ages 10-19 worldwide.  
While improving the health and wellbeing of girls is of prime concern, the 



P A G E  5  N E W  T H I S  M O N T H  –  D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 9  

 

 
 

 
 

Travel, Cultural, and Management 
Materials Available from  

Office of Human Resources OHR/TE 

AFRICA 
 
Country of my skull: guilt, sorrow, and the limits of forgiveness in the new 
South Africa.  Krog, Antjie.  New York: Three Rivers Press, 2000. 

Antjie Krog reports on South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC), an organization devoted to “a truth recovery process” in the wake of 
apartheid.  She outlines the TRC’s establishment in 1995 and describes issues 
surrounding the commission until 1998. 

 
 

 
 

 

authors claim that improved health care and awareness of young women will 
also benefit societies and development as a whole.  The agenda includes 
points such as focusing HIV prevention on adolescents and creating an innova-
tion fund for girls’ health. 

ASIA 
Snow Flower and the secret fan: a novel.  See, Lisa.  New York: Random House, 
2009. 

Set in 19th century rural China, this novel follows the lives of Lily 
and Snow Flower.  Arranged as laotong (lifetime friends) as girls, 
the characters jointly adhere to a strict code of women’s conduct.  
Each grappling with social conventions like foot binding, arranged 
marriages, and inferiority, Snow Flower and Lily communicate 
their thoughts and experiences via nu shu, a secret, ancient pho-
netic code only used by women. 

Image from 
www.amazon.co
m 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 
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EUROPE AND EURASIA 

 
MIDDLE EAST 

 
 
 

KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT 
 

 

The last war: a novel.  Menendez, Ana. New York: Harper, 2009. 
Freelance photographer “Flash” spends time in Istanbul while 
awaiting permission to join her journalist husband in Baghdad.  
She wanders the city contemplating her hectic career, marriage, 
and accusations of her husband’s infidelity.  Alexandra, an old ac-
quaintance, mysteriously pops back in to Flash’s life and plays a 
sublime role in the story’s resolution. 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 

A hundred and one days.  Seierstad, Ǻsne.  New York: Basic Books, 2006. 
Reporter Ǻsne Seierstad was in Baghdad before, during, and after the 
coalition invasion in 2003.  This book intertwines pieces of her formal 
journalism with tales of personal experiences.  Most intrigued by the 
lives and viewpoints of Iraqis caught in the midst of the crisis, Seier-
stad explores the stories of a variety of local acquaintances. 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 

Cinderella or cyberella?: empowering women in the knowledge society.  Hafkin, Nancy 
J. and Sophia Huyer, editors.  Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press, 2006. 

The essays in Cinderella or Cyberella? discuss how women world-
wide may become empowered through information and communica-
tion technologies (ICTs).  Case studies from Latin America, Africa, 
and Asia support the authors’ thesis that women’s involvement in 
ICTs may improve their lives through income and consciousness of 
rights. 

Image from www.amazon.com 
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The social media bible: tactics, tools & strategies for business success.  Safko, Lon and David K. 
Brake.  Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, 2009. 

This book outlines how companies may incorporate social media sites with business and marketing 
strategies.  Part one explains social media (such as blogs, virtual worlds, and RSS).  The second part 
presents 14 tools for utilizing social media outlets, and the third section suggests how to create and 
execute a strategy. 

 
 
 
What the dog saw: and other adventures.  Gladwell, Malcolm.  New York: Little, Brown 
and Company, 2009. 

A collection of essays each formerly published in The New Yorker, Malcolm Glad-
well’s newest book examines how people think and view the world.  The book is 
divided into sections about inventive thoughts (“minor genius”), predictions, and 
perceptions.  Involving an array of stories relating to topics such as hair dye, the 
birth control pill, and “the dog whisperer,” these essays examine the mysteries of 
human thought. Image from 

www.amazon.com 

ASTD Handbook for workplace learning professionals.  Biech, Elaine, editor.           
Alexandria, VA: ASTD Press, 2008. 

This book is intended to serve as a comprehensive reference guide for those in-
volved in planning, conducting, and evaluating training in the workplace.  Incorpo-
rating theories and practical recommendations for workplace learning, this volume 
comes with a CD-rom containing tools, handouts, plans, and questionnaires. 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 

 

Lucanamarca.  Icarus Films, 2008. 
69 Peruvian peasants in were killed in 
1983 by Shining Path, a Maoist group 
who lashed out at the Andean popula-
tion for not abiding by the revolution-
ary group’s rule.  This documentary 
shows how, nearly 20 years later, 
Peru’s Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission exhumes the bodies in order 
to determine the victims’ identities 
and causes of death.  The project 
ignites memories and feelings of 
those in the village of Santiago de 
Lucanamarca. 

Image from 
www.lucanamarca.com 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
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The night of truth.  Global Film Initiative, 2004. 
Two conflicted groups in an unnamed African country come together to 
reconcile their differences.  With a feast planned, will the Bonandés and 
ruling Nayaks be able to forgive each other?  This fictional film is in 
French, Mooré, and Dioula with English subtitles. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Water first: reaching the development goals.  Bullfrog Films, 2008. 
Emphasizing the necessity of clean water in attaining the UN’s Millen-
nium Development Goals, this documentary tells how Charles Banda 
drilled 800 wells in his native Malawi.  The documentary correlates 
healthy drinking water to hunger reduction, women’s rights, and sustain-
ability. 
 
 

 
 

Image from 
www.amazon.com 

Image from www.waterfirstfilm.org 

 

 Wishing you greetings of the season 
from  

the Knowledge Services Center 
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Borrowing Polices for Library and Learning Resources Center materials 

The USAID Knowledge Services Center (KSC) and OHR Learning Resources Center are 
funded by M/CIO/KM and the OHR/TE and operated by Bridgeborn and                         

Library Associates under contract no. AID-OAA-C-08-00004 
 

Web site: http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html 
 

Email: ksc@usaid.gov 
Phone: 202-712-0579 

Type of Materials 

 AID-Washington AID-Mission 

Circulating Books 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Journals (except the most current; 
In-house use ONLY) 

1 week 10  weeks 

Country Videos & DVDs 1 week 10 weeks 

Travel Guides 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Language Materials 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Management Training Materials  4 weeks 10 weeks 

Loan Period 
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The Knowledge Services Center is pleased to announce two new 
electronic resources: Medline with Full Text, funded by Global 
Health; and CAB Abstracts, funded by EGAT/Office of Agricul-
ture. 
 

New Medical and Agricultural Resources Available to 
USAID Staff 

MEDLINE® with Full Text provides authoritative information on medicine, nursing, health care 
systems, pre-clinical sciences, and more.  Search for full-text article in over 1,490 journals. 

CAB Abstracts covers literature in the applied life sciences, including agriculture, forestry, natu-
ral resource management, human nutrition, and the environment. It offers full text for over 
60,000 journal articles, reports and conference papers, including abstracts for thousands of oth-
ers. 
 

To search, go to: http://inside.usaid.gov/M/CIO/KM/KSC/resources.cfm. No username or pass-
word required. 
 

For a one-on-one demo of either of these resources at your desk, please contact the Knowledge 
Services Center at ksc@usaid.gov or 202.712.0579. The KSC can also search these resources 
for you. 

http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html�
http://inside.usaid.gov/M/CIO/KM/KSC/resources.cfm�
mailto:ksc@usaid.gov�
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