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NEW TITLES  
IN THE KNOWLEDGE SERVICES 

CENTER 
 

AID AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

NEW FROM THE 

The aid trap: hard truths about ending poverty. 
Hubbard, R. Glenn and William Duggan.  New York: 
Columbia University Press, 2009. 
Hubbard and Duggan claim that the current aid system 
is ineffective because funding goes to governments 
and NGOs rather than the business sectors of develop-
ing countries.  Advocating a modern Marshall Plan, the 
authors suggest supporting local industries in order to 
provide a stable foundation for development. 

 
 

Reviewed by Michael Crosswell (F) 
 
The full version of this review maybe obtained by emailing 
crosswellmj@state.gov 
 
 

This book proposes a new Marshall Plan, with primary attention to 
(public) lending to private firms in developing countries. Like most 
proposals for initiatives this one contains the kernel of a good idea 
(emphasize private sector growth); but suffers from myopia, self-
interest, and overselling while ignoring or downplaying some seri-
ously inconvenient facts and findings. In making the case, the au-
thors first present valid, measured criticisms of the current vogue 
towards “charity aid” – efforts (á la Sachs and Bono) to achieve the 
MDGs through direct-impact programs targeted on the poor.  The 
primary issue with their proposal is the weak case for direct lending 
by the public sector to private sector firms:   
 

• First, the extensive track record for public lending to private 
firms to promote development is discouraging, for reasons that 
are well established and understood.   

Continue on page 2 

By request books are titles which USAID employees have suggested for purchase.  
Want to see a particular item at the library?  Let us know by e-mailing 
ksc@usaid.gov. 

mailto:crosswellmj@state.gov�
mailto:ksc@usaid.gov�
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DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE 
 

The new Cold War: Putin’s Russia and the threat to the West. 
Lucas, Edward.   2nd ed. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 

The Economist’s Edward Lucas examines Russian policies and 
their effects on Eastern Europe and Western countries.  Dis-
cussing Russia’s human rights abuses, oil trade, economy, and 
involvement in Georgian conflict, Lucas insinuates that Putin’s 
Russia should not continue to be ignored. 

Development ethics at work: explorations—1960-2002.  Goulet, Denis.  New 
York: Routledge, 2006. 

This multidisciplinary work investigates how development ethics have 
evolved since the 1960s.   In addition to discussing globalization, Goulet 
examines the ethical aspects of change strategies, dependency, libera-
tion, culture, and sustainability in development. 
 

 
An introduction to the human development and capability approach: free-
dom and agency.  Deneulin, Séverine and Lila Shahani, editors.  London : 
Earthscan, 2009. 

The human development and capability approach to development incor-
porates equity, participation, sustainability, and efficiency.  This text de-
scribes the approach in the context of several sectors including: eco-
nomic growth, health, education, and culture.  Policy and case studies 
are given for Liberia, Syria, Haiti, Turkey, and Afghanistan. 

A “new” dynamic in the western hemisphere security environment: the 
Mexican Zetas and other private armies.  Manwaring, Max G.  Strategic Stud-
ies Institute, U.S. Army War College: Carlisle, PA, 2009. 

Manwaring explores private armies in Mexico and their threat to internal 
security.  With a particular emphasis on the Zetas, the author examines 
the socio-political factors which facilitate such groups in Mexico, their 
backgrounds, outcomes, and his recommendations for the handling of 
paramilitary organizations in the country. 

Continued from page 1 
 
• Second, the proposal ignores the ready availability and mobility of private 

capital in today’s globalized world, in contrast to the Marshall Plan.  
 
• Third, this would surely undermine the private financial sector in recipient 

countries – precisely the sin (i.e. undermining the private sector) that the 
authors assign to “charity aid” and aid for public investments. 

Image from 
www.idrc.org 
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White paper on human rights in North Korea.  Seoul: Korea Institute for Na-
tional Unification, 2009. 

This publication attempts to give an accurate portrayal of civil, political, 
economic, social, and cultural rights in North Korea.  It addresses human 
rights violations such as public executions, prisoners of war, food rations, 
and corruption. 
 
 
 

ECONOMIC GROWTH  AND TRADE 

N E W  T H I S  M O N T H  –  N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 9  

Transacting transition: the micropolitics of democracy assistance in the former 
Yugoslavia.  Brown, Keith, editor. Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press, 2006. 

Focusing on interventions in Kosovo, Macedonia, and Serbia, the essays in this 
collection examine how global democratic principles intermingle with local realities.  
The authors discuss some actual aspects of promoting democracy in societies 
which are dealing with the political and social aftermath of conflict. 

Economic growth.  Weil, David N.  2nd ed.  Boston: Pearson Education, 2009. 
This introductory text aims to explain the reason why some countries are rich 
while others are poor.  Integrating current literature and data in economic 
growth, the author discusses factor accumulation, income variation, productiv-
ity, and the determinants of factor accumulation. 

 
 

Forces of fortune: the rise of the new Muslim middle class and what it will mean 
for our world.  Nasr, Vali.  New York: Free Press, 2009. 

Nasr asserts that capitalism is the key to ending extremism in Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan, and Iran.  Unable to establish a middle class in the 19th and 20th 
centuries under colonial rule, Nasr says that the burgeoning business and 
investment environment in certain Middle Eastern societies will overpower 
systems dictated by fundamentalism.  The author uses Dubai and Turkey to 
demonstrate the power of middle class entrepreneurs, investors, and profes-
sionals in fighting radicalism. 

 
 

This time is different: eight centuries of financial folly.  Reinhart, Carmen M. and 
Kenneth S. Rogoff.  Princeton; Princeton University Press, 2009. 

The authors examine different types of financial crises over the course of the 
past 800 years.  They focus on banking and sovereign debt crises but also 
discuss economic predicaments related to exchange rate and inflation.  Pre-
senting empirical data from 66 countries, Reinhart and Rogoff discuss iso-
lated and global economic crises as well as their tendency to occur in clus-
ters.  

Image from http://uskoreainstitute.org/
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Agriculture at a crossroads.  International Assessment of Agricultural 
Knowledge, Science and Technology for Development, 2009. 

This set of 7 volumes is the result of a 3 year study which examines 
global hunger, poverty reduction, health, and sustainability in more 
than 100 countries.  In addition to describing the world’s progress in 
meeting development and sustainability goals, Agriculture at a 
Crossroads uses current trends to project the future of food produc-
tion.  The following volumes may be checked out individually: 

• Global Report 
• Executive Summary of the Synthesis Report 
• Central and West Asia and North Africa 
• East and South Asia and the Pacific 
• Latin America and the Caribbean 
• North America and Europe 
• Sub-Saharan Africa 

Full-text PDF versions of the Global Report, Synthesis Report, and Summaries for 
Decision Makers for each region may be found at: http://www.agassessment.org. 

ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE 

Impacts of the CFC-FAO-ICRISAT livelihood improvement project in Asia: re-
gion 1—India.  Parthasarathy, Rao, et al.  Andhra Pradesh: ICRISAT, 2009. 

This is an evaluation of a 2005-2009 ICRISAT project titled “Enhanced Utili-
zation of Sorghum and Pearl Millet Grain in the Poultry Feed Industry to Im-
prove the Livelihoods of Small-scale Farmers in Asia.”  It focuses on an as-
sessment of the project in five clusters of India. 

EVALUATION 

Handbook on impact evaluation: quantitative methods and practices.  Khand-
ker, Shahidur R., Gayatri B. Koolwal, and Hussaid A. Samad.  Washington, DC: 
World Bank, 2010. 

This handbook provides an overview of evaluating public programs.  Con-
taining 35 brief case studies, the book offers approaches to evaluation and 
describes ways to determine the impacts of public programming.   The sec-
ond part introduces Stata, data analysis and statistical software, and pro-
vides many exercises using World Bank data.  

http://www.agassessment.org�
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POPULATION, HEALTH, AND NUTRITION 
 

 

Travel, Cultural, and Management 
Materials Available from  

Office of Human Resources OHR/TE 

AFRICA 
 

Lost bodies: a novel.  Gantheret, François.  London: Vintage 
Books, 2007. 

This love story depicts life, repression, and terrorism in 
North Africa.  Tamia hides just outside a prison camp in 
hopes of finding out if her lover is imprisoned.  After dis-
covering that he is dead, she helps another prisoner to 
escape the camp.  Tamia and the escapee become ro-
mantically involved and she eventually learns the details 
of his terrorist past.   

 
 
 
 
Monique and the mango rains: two years with a 
midwife in Mali.  Holloway, Kris.  Long Grove, IL: 
Waveland Press, Inc., 2007. 

Stationed in the Mali village of Namposella, 
Peace Corp volunteer Kris Holloway befriends 
Monique, the village midwife.  Addressing the 
lack of prenatal and infant health care in devel-
oping countries, Holloway tells how 24 year-old 
Monique championed for women’s rights, health 
care, and contraceptive use.  

World population monitoring: focusing on population distribution, urbanization, 
internal migration and development: the concise report.  New York: United Na-
tions, 2009. 

This UN report examines trends and prospects of rural and urban population 
growth.  Incorporating dependency ratios and internal migration types, it exam-
ines the relationship between poverty reduction and urbanization.  Also dis-
cussed is recent population distribution policy. 

Image from www.amazon.com 

Image from www.amazon.com 
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ASIA 
 
In other rooms, other wonders.  Mueenuddin, Daniyal.  New York: W.W. Norton & 
Company, 2009. 

Taking place in Pakistan, this collection of 8 short stories revolves around the 
household and property of rich K.K. Harouni.  The stories examine traditional 
and evolving aspects of Pakistani social order while showing the nuances of life 
in varying classes of a feudal system. 

 
 

 
 
 
Kabul beauty school: an American woman goes behind the veil.  Rod-
riguez, Deborah.  New York: Random House, 2007.   

After working as a nurse’s aide in Afghanistan in 2002, Deborah 
Rodriguez returns to Kabul to assist in beginning the Kabul Beauty 
School.  Teaching cosmetology, she befriends her students and 
learns about their lives.  Sharing her many experiences and the sto-
ries of her students, Rodriguez tells how the beauty school changed 
her life. 

 
 
 
 

 
Trespassing: a novel.  Khan, Uzma Aslam.  New York: Henry Holt & Com-
pany, 2003. 

This novel depicts political violence and oppression in contemporary 
Pakistan.  Daanish returns to Karachi for his father’s funeral after spend-
ing a few years in the United States for college.  Changed by his time in 
a different country, he transcends social boundaries and falls in love with 
a beautiful silk factory heiress.  Their relationship strains tradition and 
induces tension in their families.  

 
 

 
 

 
EUROPE AND EURASIA 
 
The foreigner’s guide to living in Slovakia.  Hurn, Margerete.  Modra 
Publishing, 2007. 

This guide to Slovakia explains details of living in the country.  Be-
ginning with a brief history of the Slovak people, the book covers 
topics such as culture, tradition, and food.  It additionally explains 
the finer points of life in the country such as driving, recreation, 
reading a bus schedule, pay toilets, and emergency telephone 
numbers. 

Image from www.barnesandnoble.com 

Image from www.barnesandnoble.com 

Image from www.barnesandnoble.com 

Image from www.barnesandnoble.com 
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MIDDLE EAST 
 
 
The mirage: a modern Arabic novel.  Mahfouz, Naguib.  Nancy Roberts trans.  Cairo; 
New York: The American University in Cairo Press, 2009. 

Set in Egypt and originally published in 1948, this novel is a psychological ex-
amination of Kamil Ru’ba as he tries to figure out life and society.  Extremely 
sheltered as a child, Kamil seeks substance and reality as he struggles with life 
after the death of his mother. 

 
 
 
 
 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
 

Designing workplace mentoring programs: an evidence-based approach.  Allen, Tammy 
D., Lisa Finkelstein and Mark Poteet.  Chichester, UK; Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009. 

Geared towards creating and operating formal mentoring programs, this book contains 
exercises, sample employee development plans, ample case studies, and lessons 
learned. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

E-mail: a write it well guide: how to write and manage e-mail in the workplace. Chan, Janis Fisher.  Oak-
land, CA : Write It Well, 2008. 

Janis Chan says that poorly written or poorly executed e-mails lead to misunderstanding, loss of credi-
bility, wasted time, and even legal trouble.  Her book is meant to serve as a guide for quick and pro-
fessional e-mail composition.  The book includes an e-mail terminology glossary and a section on 
communicating with instant messages and handheld devices. 

 
   

Empowering yourself: the organization game revealed.  2nd ed.  Coleman, Harvey J.  Dubuque, Iowa: 
Kendall/Hunt Pub. Co., 2005. 

Coleman claims to reveal the unspoken rules of life’s game.  Geared towards those looking to climb 
the corporate ladder or make other life advancements, it offers an explanation of hierarchical organi-
zations, how to understand them, and how to play the game. 

 
 

 
The green workplace: sustainable strategies that benefit employees, the environment, 
and the bottom line.   Stringer, Leigh. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 

Stringer advocates environmentally friendly changes in the workplace.  Her suggestions 
for “greener” organizations are threefold, as they are meant to save time, money, and 
the environment. 

 
 
 

 
 

Image from www.barnesandnoble.com 

Image from www.barnesandnoble.com 

Image from www.barnesandnoble.com 
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Angels in the dust.  DVD.  Cinema Libre Studio, 2008. 

This film documents the story of Marion Cloete and her family, who be-
gan a South African orphanage to care for more than 500 children.  It 
aims to show the hope of the country as it deals with the AIDs epidemic 
and aftermath of apartheid.   

 
 

 
 

 
KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT 

 
Information nation: seven keys to information management compliance. Kahn, 
Randolph and Barclay Blair.  2nd ed. Indianapolis: Wiley Publishing, 2009. 

Information management compliance (IMC) is the practice of adhering to regulations 
and policies when handling, organizing, or disseminating information.  The book out-
lines seven tips to implementing and sustaining IMC within an organization. 

 
 
 
 
 
Socialnomics: how social media transforms the way we live and do 
business.  Qualman, Erik.  Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, 2009. 

Qualman explains that socialnomics is the effect of consumers’ online 
societies on the economy, as social communication about products and 
services dictate the purchasing behavior of others.  He suggests how 
social media sites (like Facebook and YouTube) have changed busi-
ness and how some companies are harnessing social networks to reach 
and interact with their clientele. 

Image from www.barnesandnoble.com 

Team players and teamwork: new strategies for developing successful collaboration.  
Parker, Glenn M.  2nd ed.  San Francisco: Jossey-Boss, 2008. 

What is a team player?  Parker answers this question and describes how to facilitate 
team play in different types of organizations.  He identifies the importance and power 
of teamwork as well as the strengths and weaknesses of different styles of team play-
ers. 

Image from www.barnesandnoble.com 

Image from  
barnesandnoble.com 
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The Donor circus: Zambia tries to change the conditions of international aid.  DVD.  Bullfrog Films, 
2005. 

This documentary examines Zambia’s attempt to take more control over aid funding to the country.  
In response to donors in Zambia dictating projects and allocations, the government aims to change 
the system by receiving and distributing foreign assistance in its own way. 

 
Mali & Senegal—the power of Islam. DVD.  Filmakers Library, 2002. 

The documentary focuses on the Murid sect of Senegal and Mali.  An offspring of Sufism, the film 
claims the prominent sect grew rapidly across the two countries and now holds strong political and 
economic power. 

 
 
The Middle of the world (O caminho das nuvens).  DVD.  Film Movement, 2007. 

This film is based on the true story of a family that rode 2,000 miles through 
Brazil on bicycles.  In Portuguese with English subtitles, the movie explores the 
courage and dynamics of a family seeking a better life. 

Image from www.amazon.com 

Image from www.amazon.com 

Image from www.amazon.com 

Czech dream: a documentary super-comedy about the superstore that didn’t 
exist.  DVD.  Hypermarket Films, 2007. 

A look at consumerism in Czechoslovakia, this documentary follows two students 
as they market Czech Dream, a bogus department store.  Heavily advertised with 
the slogan “don’t go, don’t rush, don’t spend,” 4,000 people arrive for the grand 
opening of the store and attack the filmmakers upon realizing that the store is fake.  
The film is in Czech with English subtitles. 

Bamako.  DVD: New Yorker Video, 2006. 
This fictional film shows people of Bamako, Mali, as they bring charges against 
large institutions (such as IMF and World Bank) for causing Africa’s debt crisis.  
While depicting life as usual for people in the city during the trial, the film also at-
tempts to accentuate some of Africa’s problems and the viewpoints of its 
“witnesses.” 
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Borrowing Polices for Library and Learning Resources Center materials 

The USAID Knowledge Services Center (KSC) and OHR Learning Resources Center are 
funded by M/CIO/KM and the OHR/TE and operated by Bridgeborn and                         

Library Associates under contract no. AID-OAA-C-08-00004 
 

Web site: http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html 
 

Email: ksc@usaid.gov 
Phone: 202-712-0579 

Type of Materials 

 AID-Washington AID-Mission 

Circulating Books 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Journals (except the most current; 
In-house use ONLY) 

1 week 10  weeks 

Country Videos & DVDs 1 week 10 weeks 

Travel Guides 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Language Materials 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Management Training Materials  4 weeks 10 weeks 

Loan Period 

N E W  T H I S  M O N T H  –  N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 9  

 Need to Stay on Top of the Daily News? 
 
Maybe you need the latest information about the upcoming elections in El Salva-
dor or the cholera epidemic in Zimbabwe. Let the USAID Knowledge Services 
Center set up a Nexis Alert that will send you full-text newspaper articles on a 
daily or weekly basis for as long as you need them. Whether you’re in a mission 
or in Washington, we can help you with your information needs. 
 
Recent examples of news alerts include: 
• Presidential elections in Guatemala 
• Food riots around the world 
• Avian flu in Latin America 
 
Contact us at ksc@usaid.gov or 202.712.0579 to set up your free alert! 

http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html�
mailto:ksc@usaid.gov�
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