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NEW TITLES  
IN THE KNOWLEDGE SERVICES 

CENTER 
Aid and Development Issues 
Atlas of global development: a visual guide to the world’s 
greatest challenges. 2nd ed. Washington, DC: World Bank, 
2009. 

Based on statistics from World Devel-
opment Indicators, this graphic repre-
sentation of information is organized 
by topics such as economic growth, 
HIV/AIDS, urbanization, and migra-
tion.  Each topic includes graphs, ta-
bles, photos, and a color-coded world 
map. 

 
 

Cooke, Jennifer G. and J. Stephen Morrison, 
editors.  U.S. Africa policy beyond the Bush years: critical 
challenges for the Obama administration.  Washington, DC: 
CSIS Press, 2009. 

The chapters in this collection analyze President Bush’s 
policy towards Africa in all its regards, including: devel-
opment, security, and health.  The authors describe how 
President Obama may build upon Bush’s policies in addi-
tion to developing and advancing his own course of ac-
tion.  The avenues by which Obama may utilize “smart 
power” and handle Africa in the midst of an economic 
crisis are among the topics discussed. 

 
 

Schuemer-Cross, Tanja and Ben Heaven Taylor.  The right to 
survive: the humanitarian challenge for the twenty-first 
century.  Oxford, UK: Oxfam International, 2009. 

Oxfam International predicts that climate-related natural 
disasters—such as floods, earthquakes, droughts, and 
landslides—will pose the greatest challenge in humani-
tarian aid.  The report claims that, without proper plan-
ning and initiative, the demand for assistance due to  
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natural disasters and related violent conflict will exceed the worldwide 
capability to help those in need by 2015.  Suggestions are made on 
how to reduce the vulnerability of populations and improve interna-
tional assistance. 
 

Democracy and Governance 
 

Copeland, Daryl.  Guerrilla diplomacy: rethinking international relations.  
Lynne Rienner, 2009. 

Considering international relations in the context of globalization, 
Copeland advocates communication-based diplomacy.  Dialogue, the 
author suggests, should replace force in development and security.  
Putting forth a new model of world order, the book describes a “re-
imagined” diplomacy.   

 
Grabska, Katarzyna and Lyla Mehta, editors.  Forced displacement: why 
rights matter.  Basingstoke, UK; New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008. 

Presenting case studies from Egypt, Lebanon, Sudan, Malaysia, and 
India, the essays in this collection concern internally displaced popu-
lations and their rights.  The book aims to connect the divide between 
different types of displacement and relative local and global policy 
frameworks.   

 
Pu, Bao, Renne Chiang, and Adi Ignatius, translators.  Prisoner of the 
state: the secret journal of Premier Zhao Ziyang.  New York: Simon & 
Schuster, 2009. 

Named as Premier in 1980, Zhao Ziyang was responsible for China’s 
economy. Described as bringing liberal change to China’s govern-
ment, Ziyang was sentenced to house arrest following his attempt to 
stop the Tiananmen Square massacre in 1989.  The premier secretly 
recorded a journal on tapes which were smuggled out of the country 
and held until after his death in 2005.  Containing background infor-
mation and footnotes, this book is the transcript of Ziyang’s perspec-
tive on China’s government, specifically the events surrounding his 
exile. 

 
Van der Merwe, Hugo, Victoria Baxter and Audrey Chapman, editors.  As-
sessing the impact of transitional justice: challenges for empirical re-
search.  Washington, DC: United States Institute of Peace Press, 2009. 

Transitional justice is described in this book as the handling of vio-
lence, repression, and human rights violations in a way which ac-
knowledges the truth of the past.  The essays address the questions 
of transitional justice by attempting to form a framework for research 
and assessment. 
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Economy Growth, Agriculture and Trade 
 
Alinovi, Luca, Gunter Hemrish and Luca Russo, editors.  Beyond relief: food security in 
protracted crises.  Warwickshire, UK.  2008. 

Presenting case studies from Sudan, Somalia, and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, the works in this volume suggest that emergency responses to protracted 
crises should vary according to specific structural problems.  The authors propose 
how to link emergency relief with long term development and food security. 

 
 
Campbell, Bonnie.  Mining in Africa: regulation and development.  New York: 
Pluto Press, 2009. 

The case studies in this compilation conclude that, due to regulations by 
World Bank and IMF, the mining industry in Africa does not contribute to 
economic or social development.  The authors advocate the reformation 
of mining regulation in order to foster positive development and environ-
mental protection.  Case studies of Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Madagascar, 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo are included.  

 
 
 
Collins, Daryl, et al.  Portfolios of the poor: how the world’s poor live on $2 a day.  
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009. 

The book states that about 40% of the world’s population is forced to live on two 
dollars per day.  Through examining the financial records of those living in India, 
Bangladesh, and South Africa, the authors describe how such people are able to 
survive by utilizing family relationships, microfinance, and informal networks. 

 
 
Crawford, David.  Moroccan households in the world economy: labor and inequality 
in a Berber village.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2008. 

Crawford delivers an ethnographic account of Tagharghist, a village in Morocco’s 
High Atlas Mountains.  The author interweaves discussions of migration, national 
economy, and Western economic processes while portraying aspects of daily life in 
the Berber village.  Of particular interest is “arranging the bones,” a form of coop-
eration which attempts to balance inequality of labor in the society. 

 
Hanson, Mark.  Economic development, education and transnational corporations.  
London; New York: Routledge, 2008. 

Hanson compares and contrasts the development of Mexico and South Korea to 
demonstrate why some developing countries experience more economic growth 
than others.  The author suggests how each government utilized education, gov-
ernment, and business to cultivate national industries and concludes that industri-
alization is the key factor to economic and educational growth. 
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Kanubr, Ravi and Jan Svejnar, editors.  Labor markets and economic devel-
opment.  New York: Routledge, 2009. 

This volume features 25 revised papers presented at the 2007 confer-
ence, “Labor Markets in Developing and Transition Economies: Emerg-
ing Policy and Analytical Issues.”  Works are arranged in four themed 
sections: employment and labor dynamics, labor market regulation, hu-
man capital, and trade and labor. 

 
 
Kupchinsky, Roman.  Gazprom’s European Web.  Washington, DC: The 
Jamestown Foundation, 2009. 

Kupchinsky claims that “gas trading companies” in Europe have 
knocked the European Union’s energy market off balance.  Specifically, 
the author addresses Russia’s state-owned gas company, Gazprom, 
and suggests that its monopoly threatens EU’s energy security.  The 
paper additionally insinuates that corruption and violence are associ-
ated with Gazprom.  

 
 
 
 
Narayan, Deepa, et al, editors.  Moving out of poverty.  Washington, DC: 
World Bank, 2009. 

This three volume set is the result of qualitative and quantitative re-
search on 60,000 rural people in 15 countries including: Senegal, Af-
ghanistan, Malawi, Cambodia, and India.  The set is based on the sto-
ries of the people who are or are not able to overcome the poverty bar-
rier.  The first volume, Cross-disciplinary Perspectives on Mobility, is a 
multi-disciplinary approach, featuring longitudinal data which portrays 
the mobility experiences of people in developing countries.  Volume 
two, Success from the Bottom Up, focuses on people who have moved 
out of poverty and the institutions which supported their ascent.  Finally, 
the third volume, The Promise of Empowerment and Democracy in In-
dia, concludes that some people in India find difficulty in staying above 
the poverty line due to local level business markets, government, health 
care, and conflict. 

 
 
Tussie, Diana, editor.  The politics of trade: the role of research in trade 
policy and negotiation.  Danvers, MA: Republic of Letters Publishing, 2009. 

The case studies in this collection analyze the relationship between 
commissioned research and trade policy.  Including discussions of re-
search conducted for WTO, CUSFTA and NAFTA, the essays consider 
how trade policy and negotiation are influenced by research that is pre-
sumably intended to support a certain cause. 
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 Education 
 
Tooley, James.  The beautiful tree: a personal journey into how the world’s 
poorest people are educating themselves.  Washington, DC: Cato Institute, 
2009. 

Tooley discovered through his travels as an educator that many low-
income parents in Africa, India, and China are sending their children to 
private schools.  Rather than waiting for assistance or sending their chil-
dren to problem-ridden public schools, a surprising number of parents in 
these poor societies choose to pay for their children’s education.  The au-
thor suggests that development funds and microfinance loans should go 
to such private schools. 

 
Environment 
 
Dickson, Barney, Jon Hutton and William Adams, editors.  Recreational hunt-
ing, conservation and rural livelihoods.  Chichester, UK; Hoboken, NJ: Black-
well, 2009. 

This collection of essays investigates the debates surrounding the prac-
tice of recreational hunting in both developed and developing countries.  
Incorporating the history and scale of recreational hunting, the essays 
bring together perspectives on conservation, science, governance, policy, 
regulation, and social context.   
 

 
Ludwig, Fulco et al, editors.  Climate change adaptation in the water sec-
tor.  London: Earthscan, 2009. 

While floods and droughts brought about by climate change are already 
devastating, it is predicted that changes in climate will cause more fre-
quent and destructive problems.  This source addresses the science of 
climate change and how water managers will need to adapt to environ-
mental changes.  The text includes case studies from South Africa, 
Yemen, and Thailand. 

 
McLeod, Karen and Heather Leslie, editors. Ecosystem-based management 
for the oceans.  Washington, DC: Island Press, 2009. 

Ecosystem-based management (EBM) is a scientific approach to conserv-
ing ecosystems which simultaneously allows humans to benefit from 
them.  Focusing on marine management, this book covers the basics of 
EBM and how to go about practicing and promoting the concept. 

 
Turpin, Trevor.  Dam.  London: Reaktion Books, 2008.   

Generously illustrated, this book explains the worldwide history of dams 
from the 1870s to the present.  Incorporating all types of dams, Turpin de-
scribes the themes, evolution, and symbols of the structures, as well as 
the varied emotional responses to their presence and creation. 
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Evaluation 
 
Bamberger, Michael, Jim Rugh, and Linda Mabry.  Real world evaluation: 
working under budget, time, data, and political constraints.  Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 2006. 

This textbook offers guidance on how to conduct evaluations when 
lacking data, resources, and time.  The text suggests how to incorpo-
rate different methods for evaluation using a 7 step model of assess-
ment. Case studies about developed and developing countries are pro-
vided as real-world examples. 

 
 

 
 
Imas, Linda G. Morra and Ray C. Rist.  The road to results: designing and con-
ducting effective development evaluations.  Washington, DC: World Bank, 2009. 

This text is adapted from the International Program for Development Evalua-
tion Training (IPDET) course offered each summer by Carleton University and 
World Bank.  It begins with an overview of evaluation in both developed and 
developing countries.  The following chapters cover the preparation, design, 
implementation, and challenges of evaluation programs.  A supplemental, in-
teractive e-book will be available this month at: www.worldbank.org/r2r. 
 
 
 

Population, Health, and Nutrition 
 
Foodborne disease outbreaks: guidelines for investigation and control.  Ge-
neva: World Health Organization, 2008. 

Focusing on outbreaks in developing countries, the purpose of this guide is to 
assist in the detection, investigation, and control of foodborne diseases.  
Adaptable guidelines are given for the identification and handling of many dis-
eases including: gastroenteritis, botulism, cholera, and Hepatitis A.  Ten an-
nexes provide sample documents and questionnaires. 

 
Nolen, Stephanie.  28: stories of AIDS in Africa.  New York: 
Walker & Company, 2007. 

Reporter Stephanie Nolen puts forth narratives of 28 indi-
viduals in Africa infected with AIDS.  The number 28 is 
not arbitrary, as each story and photo represents one 
million people living with the disease.  Spanning sub-
Saharan Africa and a wide assortment of people, the ac-
counts also incorporate the nature of the virus and its 
treatments. 

Image from 
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Travel, Cultural, and Management 
Materials Available from  

Office of Human Resources OHR/TE 
 

AFRICA 

Soldier child: kidnapped innocence.  DVD.  Cinema Libre, 2005. 
Narrated by Danny Glover, this film documents Northern Ugandan endeavors 
to rehabilitate children who were kidnapped to join a rebel Army.  Blaming 
Acholi leader Joseph Kony for the kidnapping and brainwashing of thousands 
of children since the 1990s, the documentary shows how the people of Uganda 
are helping the children who were able to escape. 

 
 
Gappah, Petina.  An elegy for Easterly: stories.  New York: Fa-
ber and Faber, 2009. 

Petina Gappah’s short stories are about the lives of ordinary 
people in Zimbabwe.  The characters in these stories deal 
with repression, relationships, AIDs, death, failed expecta-
tions, and everyday life under the regime of President 
Robert Mugabe. 

 
 
 
Kamara, Mariatu and Susan McClelland.  The bite of the mango.  
Buffalo, NY: Annick Press, 2008. 

Mariatu Kamara, a UNICEF Special Representative for Children and Armed 
Conflict, tells about her childhood in a rural Sierra Leone village and the day 
that changed her life forever.  Sent to gather food from another village, Mariatu 
was caught in the midst of a rebel attack in which both of her hands were cut 
off.  This is the story of her journey from Sierra Leone to Canada, where she is 
now a college student in Toronto. 

 
Mahajan, Vijay.  Africa rising: how 900 million African consumers offer more 
than you think.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, 2009. 

Mahajan claims that Africa is one of the world’s fastest growing markets.  He de-
scribes the buying power of people in Africa as well as how local and global busi-
nesses have thrived in the continent, despite Africa’s challenges. 

 
 
Wrong, Michela.  It’s our turn to eat: the story of a Kenyan whistle-blower.  New 
York: Harper, 2009. 

This book offers a discussion on corruption and ethnic favoritism in Africa.  Be-
ing a part of President Mwai Kibaki’s tribe, the book suggests that  
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“anticorruption czar” John Githongo was supposed to cooperate with the Ken-
yan government.  Instead, Githongo discovered the government’s pillaging of 
public funds, gathered evidence, and revealed his findings.   

ASIA 
 

Chang, Jung.  Wild swans: three daughters of China.  New York: 
Touchstone, 2003. 

Jung Chang tells about her grandmother’s life as the concu-
bine of a warlord and her mother’s involvement with the Mao-
ist Communist party.  Also recounting her life in China and 
London, the author provides a portrait of women’s lives in 
past and present China. 

 
Diener, Alexander C.  One homeland or two?  the nationalization 
and transnationalization of Mongolia’s Kazakhs.  Washington, 
DC: Woodrow Wilson Center Press, 2009. 

Diener’s long-term study in identity features the Kazakhs of 
Mongolia.  Following their ousting from the Soviet Union and the creation of Ka-
zakhstan, the book describes how the Mongolian Kazakh diaspora handle the 
choice of whether to belong to Kazakhstan or Mongolia.  His findings show that, 
despite globalization, identity is still strongly linked to place. 

 
Kamdar, Mira.  Planet India: the turbulent rise of the largest democracy and the 
future of our world.  New York: Scribner, 2007. 

Kamdar claims that “India is the world in microcosm.”  Containing diverse geog-
raphy and socio-economic groups, India’s issues also exemplify the problems of 
the rest of the world, such as AIDs, unemployment, global warming, human 
rights, population, and terrorism.  This book is about India’s importance in the 
near future, as it suggests that India’s handling of issues could set the stage for 
the rest of the world. 

 
Please vote for me: an experiment in democracy by Chinese 8-year-olds.  DVD.  
First Run Features, 2007. 

Three students compete for the position of third grade class monitor in a Wu-
han, China elementary school.  This film documents the course of the election, 
complete with politics and slander. A commentary on the democratic electoral 
process, the film is in Mandarin with English subtitles. 

 
Travellers and magicians. DVD.  Zeitgeist Films, Ltd., 2005. 

Dondup, native of the remote Kingdom of Bhutan, longs to leave his home for 
the United States.  He misses his bus and meets several interesting people as 
he hitchhikes to the city to pick up his visa.  During his journey, Dondup begins 
to fall in love with a young woman and listens to a monk’s riveting tale of an-
other man attempting to leave his homeland.   
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
 

Deal, Jennifer J. and Don W. Prince.  Developing cultural adaptability: how to work 
across differences.  Greensboro, NC: Center for Creative Leadership, 2003. 

This guide for managers presents the concept of cultural adaptability, the ability to 
communicate with people of different cultures in business and social situations.  The 
authors suggest how to utilize the notion to establish and maintain relationships for ef-
fective business. 

 
Douglas, Kimberly.  The firefly effect: build teams that capture creativity 
and catapult results.  Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, 2009. 
Kimberly Douglas says that gathering creativity from employees is like trying 
to catch fireflies.  She uses this metaphor to suggest how leaders can capture 
creative ideas to build teams and produce results. The Firefly Effect is also 
geared towards recognition and maintaining an enthusiastic, productive team. 
 
 

 
 

Erickson, Tamara.  Plugged in: the generation Y guide to thriving at work.  Boston: Har-
vard Business Press, 2008. 

As the author states, Generation Yers may find themselves in a corporate workplace 
that, due to age gaps and divides in perspective, may be both confusing and frustrat-
ing.  This book describes characteristics of Generation Y (people now in their twenties 
and thirties) and how they may be perceived in the workplace.  It attempts to aid in 
helping workers to find, understand, and thrive in their place in the workforce. 

 
Kossler, Michael E. and Sonya Prestridge.  Leading dispersed teams.  Greensboro, NC: 
Center for Creative Leadership, 2004. 

Dispersed teams are defined in this resource as those having members of different 
countries and cultures.  This succinct book serves as a guide for managing and lead-
ing teams with diverse members in different locations. 

 
Roman, Beverly D.  Footsteps around the world: relocation tips for teens.  Wilmington, 
NC: BR Anchor Publishing, 2005. 

Written especially for teenagers, this book incorporates quizzes, checklists, and puz-
zles to help teens with relocating domestically or internationally.  It focuses on how to 
cope with emotions associated with moving and offers tips on several different aspects 
of settling in to a new place, including: dating, working, diet, and learning new customs.   

 
LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN 

Paloma de papel: un niño enfrenta al despiadado mundo del terrorismo.  DVD.  Luna 
Llena Films, 2003. 

Translated as Paper Dove, this film depicts a child’s life in Peru’s 1980’s civil war.  
Juan, a boy in the Andes, must grow up quickly as he and other children are recruited 
by communist Shining Path guerrillas.  The movie is in Spanish with English subtitles. 
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Quiroz, Alfonso W.  Corrupt circles: a history of unbound graft in Peru.  Washing-
ton, DC: Woodrow Wilson Center Press, 2008. 

Using Peru to exemplify the effects of corruption in developing countries, Quiroz 
outlines the history of manipulation, dishonesty, fraud, and bribery in Peru.  The 
book begins with the country’s colonial reforms in 1750 and describes each cor-
rupt phase until 2000.  The book is meant to analyze how developing countries 
deal with corruption and the effect it has on development. 

 
MIDDLE EAST 
 
El Saadawi, Nawal.  God dies by the Nile.  London: Zed Books, 2007. 

Zakeya, a field worker in Kafir El Teen, observes the society of her village.  
Zakeya recognizes the corruption that runs the village and becomes especially 
aware of how women are treated in her society.  She wonders about the rela-
tionship between religion and a society in which women are maltreated and 
have no rights.  Pushed too far, Zakeya eventually becomes “possessed by de-
mons” when her niece becomes the victim of the town’s corrupt Mayor. 

 
Kepel, Gilles.  Beyond terror and martyrdom: the future of the Middle East.  Cam-
bridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2008. 

This book declares that, on one side, the West is fixated on the threats of Is-
lamic terrorists and securing democracy and oil from the Middle East.  On the 
other hand, there exists in the Middle East a fixation of jihad and martyrdom for 
Islamic unity.  Kepel analyzes both ideals and explains that neither attitude will 
bring about democracy or change in the Middle East.  He suggests using the 
world’s available resources and human capital to facilitate sustainability in the 
region. 

 
Hage, Rawi.  De Niro’s game: a novel.  New York: Harper Perennial, 2006. 

George and Bassam grew up together during Lebanon’s civil war.  Faced with 
how to proceed with their future, the men consider the choices: should they stay 
in Beirut and survive by a life of crime, or should they leave their country and 
become exiles?  This novel is about living in a con-
flict zone and proceeding with life after war. 

 
Majd, Hooman.  The Ayatollah begs to differ: the para-
dox of modern Iran.  New York: Doubleday, 2008. 

Hooman Majd, the British and American educated 
grandson of an ayatollah, writes about the culture 
and politics of Iran.  Examining social traditions, he 
explains the phrases and nuances of the Iranian 
way of life.  The author also discusses current presi-
dent Ahmadinejad and his personal meetings with 
former president Khatami. 
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Mottahedeh, Roy.  The mantle of the prophet: religion and politics in Iran.  Oxford: One-
world Publications, 2008. 

Offering a contemporary look at the country, the author of this updated edition puts 
forth the true story of a mullah’s life in Qom.  Interweaved throughout the mullah’s story 
are portrayals of Iran’s culture, politics, history, religion, and 1979 Revolution.  
 

 
EUROPE & EURASIA 
 
Ackerman, Diane. The zookeeper’s wife: a war story.  New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 
2007. 

This is the true story of Antonia and Jan Żabiński, Christian zoo-
keepers in World War II Poland.  Based on in-depth research, the 
author tells how the couple housed more than three hundred people 
in zoo cages to save them from the Nazis.  In addition to revealing 
how the Żabińskis managed such a feat, the book looks into the be-
liefs and fixations of Nazism. 
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Borrowing Polices for Library and Learning Resources Center materials 

The USAID Knowledge Services Center (KSC) and OHR Learning Resources Center are 
funded by M/CIO/KM and the OHR/TE and operated by Bridgeborn and                         

Library Associates under contract no. AID-OAA-C-08-00004 
 

Web site: http://www.usaid.gov/km/ksc.html 
 

Email: ksc@usaid.gov 
Phone: 202-712-0579 

Type of Materials 

 AID-Washington AID-Mission 

Circulating Books 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Journals (except the most current; 
In-house use ONLY) 

1 week 10  weeks 

Country Videos & DVDs 1 week 10 weeks 

Travel Guides 4 weeks 10 weeks 

Language Materials 2 weeks 10 weeks 

Management Training Materials  4 weeks 10 weeks 

Loan Period 

 Need to Stay on Top of the Daily News? 
 
Maybe you need the latest information about the upcoming elections in El Salva-
dor or the cholera epidemic in Zimbabwe. Let the USAID Knowledge Services 
Center set up a Nexis Alert that will send you full-text newspaper articles on a 
daily or weekly basis for as long as you need them. Whether you’re in a mission 
or in Washington, we can help you with your information needs. 
 
Recent examples of news alerts include: 
• Presidential elections in Guatemala 
• Food riots around the world 
• Avian flu in Latin America 
 
Contact us at ksc@usaid.gov or 202.712.0579 to set up your free alert! 
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