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Intreduction:
The sindy of a rieal waripet, {ike the sfudy of oay aepdnl fusiituiios. is 2

comtinuous proaass, Sependent upon keow much Inform2iion you waei abont

it. The market i3 oos 8 sgiatic anit of stedy Ml o Sontinuously caznging ane

that, at iea ¥ In theowy, respoends to tbe peopiza' ckanging aoede. Thesw
ges may be sesponsl, and 30 cyclical, or Jong term bagic changes n

gtructurs and content. Some agpecis of the marksd will TSR vin yelatiroly

stabie thvrough time, The purpsse of the papers to follow ia o cuiline the

struciurs and mechprisme of gperation of the Ehsis) Markst in $e Shamalse

Valley of Helmand Provings, Som:2 of {he BRpeTE will b puvoly desoriptive,

others wili congider UBAID polioy ag it wvolales to swwal mavikels. A1,

hopefuily, will add o owr Bmited mowledge of e funciioriry of ruval

merkets in Afghanisize asd so, be usefud o piaaneaﬂso E geuiy 10ors

ugeful tc present 2 gevies of reiatlvely brizf rosvayeh papers over a

period of time ox the rearket rather than tompt o fouger peport 83

gome thme in the fafurs. One reason for this mefhed is thet fhere av

problems of obiaining information on fas ralniionghip betwien 06 maried

and the governrent, A aceond reason ig thal i gives thoas inlerssied

the marketing aystem an Qoo rinnily to raies enegilens 2ot mizd e over-

leoked by the rressrsher aad aaswored by furdher siudy, Fow of tha

papers will appoer as compict» unis v thomeeires.
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The Khalej, Friday, or suma Maxkst is refsrsed fo by 22 lovale a3 the

"Ehaiaj Melia' which way give a clue as {o the rearkel’s origin in tha
2baence of suy documentation. The term "melie' spparamly comes from
Sangkeit and generatiy refora to 2 festival. A1 the sie of the market ave
two tombs which are pidees of pligrizoase or visiation for the locat pop-
ulation, ibe history of whisch will be dealt with in & iatey reporl. In any
case, the visitation doy was said o be Friday which iz a2 holy day in its
own right. This and gimilar fombs may ativact reiatively iarge numbers
of visitors especiaily on iheir special day who eoms o pray for aid in

solving their probiems, and thus becomes 2 meila. Molla iz transizted

ag "picnic” by Engilsh-spezking locals ard officials, The varizbies
azgeciated with the numburs of persens making a vislt are: %he holy
man'’s reputation for power and mivacies both befors and afier his death;
the iyps of problems & particuler tomb is noted for solving (spms ave
speciaiized, 2.g. infextility, othors are more general; aad the sorts of

problems the pubiie ia f2ced with at any partiewlar tima,

The moarket site is not loeated ot any meicr popuiation senter or wilage,

although thers ars numdrous geailored setiements in the immediaie aTes.

L *

The {omb zs a place of pilgrimage appesss (o bs the origieal tajson d'efze,

Baosides Fridays, the aiis beoomes 2 cunier for Tegiies activitieg on major

holidays, with associated exerizinmsnt,
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According to Iccal oxal hisiory, some 40 yeavg 8go & sub-governor for
the district, Abdui Rachid, was instrumental in expanding the activitics
of the site by instiuting doz fighis, bird fighis and wrestiing on Fridays
for the already numercus visitors. An Iadian shepkecper from Giwishk,
with whom many looals ti-aded {at the time Girishk wag the chief market-
ing center for the region) perlodicaliy visited the arse while colleoting
fvom his debtors., Recognizing the opportunity he began to byring ilems
for saie on these Fﬁdayt;., This pziiérn was expanded by the involve-
ment of more rmerchants and icecals with things to zeli to the point where
by 10 years ago the market was more or legs iike it is today although '
somewhat smalier. Some later stb-goverror was responsible for baving
the ro_ad built between the canal srd the mavkst 2s the activities sxpandad,

There hag been considetable expansion of at ivasgt toa-house astablishments

even within the past 6 montha of this survey.

As is normal in oval histeries from viilegers, the time statements are
never cleaxr and should be considersd only approximate, give or iake
100 + years, Somse of the historical information {which is subject to
change on ft'zrther inquivisg) was frnished by Haji Mobia, the owner of
much of the marke: site, who did not seem toq much more informed

than some of the other iess involvad men,

The mavket as it functions today asrvas at leagt 3 purposea: the re-

Hgions function ~- thore is alzo g mosque at the cite; the social function

of baing a situation whare men mset and discuss events -~ many of the
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local vigitors coms fov the occasgion; and the econcmiec function whers
#erms can be bought, frequently 2t prices lower than in Lashkar Gah,

iraded, and surplue farm producls s0ld 2t a convernient center.

In terms ;:f project involvement, this combiuaﬂon cf elemenzs indicates
that the Khala.j Market should be considered as a poteniial giis fOr public
information activities for the region., As will be noted Isfer, yopresenta-
tives of néa:cly every aves in the Helmapd Valiey atiend this carks:, ’
And frequontly those sitending ars points of centact and communication

in the arzas from which they eome, e.g. small shopkaspers, indiganous
health practitioners, Tosiroversial fopina of information, howayar,
should probably be avoided since the potential for spontaneous and ox-

genized negative demonsivaticns wonld be prasent,

About 9 years ago ihe present group of shops was built by the -man who
owns most of the msrke? site. Those ars moatly opea~from mud siruc~
tmes wi.th branch and mud roofs. Exwvept for the. ica houses. the shops ‘
average about 2m, X 2m, Whilel the iandowner had the zesponsibiiily to
build tha structurss, for whieﬁ ke collecis rent {to be discusszed undev
"Administration'), each shopkeepor males vepairs, Xany shopkeepers
retain the same shep week afier weok, espzeiaily she tea housas, hu-tche::s,,

"rostaurants" sud some geveral merchandiss. The leas vegular scilers

tend to shiff thelr locotions. Tha rent is peid each movkst day.
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Loeaiion:

The Khalaj Market 15 isccied in the cendral Shamalan Wallsyr zhen: 23

miles gouth of Lasghkar Gah in fhe disivict of Kaslad axd admmigiea-
iively under *he Nawaﬂ Byralzal Wolug Wali, Thiz adwminisivative

"

center is lccaied on $he road betwesn the Shamsisn Tonsl dvineh s

followed by the mzin nozth-gouth rond fivrough the valley. *

u.!

Gah to Darwishan) avd ths mariet, about 2 woils sway. Alhough ks
administrative eentey is nok 8 major populatiion sotflerment, ‘hers oss

shops which close on Friday when their owansra sttend de Markst,

The road belyeen ihe candl voad and the marks: is ezxth, 2pparaniiy
Bometimes graded, and becamca naaTly impageable with heovy rain,
which oceurs rarely inine yegion. There is an old road lending west
o the market to the "0id Thalaj Road"” znd the dessrt whick is eon~
sidered impassable for vekisle draflie gaide ﬁ;am trnefsws. Tn soma
occasions buses from fhe Marjs - ?-w,d—:t-ﬁh aveis, afer having evossud
the desert are sesk parked several miles away fvom 1he mavkst o fais
road, the passsngers having completed the journsy onfoot, Givan *he
Importance of this marke! for fae wegion, the syeposed road daveioy
mant projects and the Shamelay Land Devslopment Pealsoh aotivkie:
projected for this avea, fthe mariet sifs near the exwise of oy~

tion Uhit 14) road irmprovemant from both Sivestions shovid oo conpi tures

Q.j

es@qntial -$he work povbans baiay cacvied owm by fha fosd-foe-work:
program, Thers arz 3lac numurous foor and awime! toalis fiul dn-

verze on the market from 21 divections and awn arowden on wmerk d dsr.
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Ag far as ean be determiped, the markei-tomb compiex sits on at Isast

four parceels of land by the Cadasteal Tecords, Nos, 490, 4064, 4065 and
4072, The mavkei Xeslf is concenirated on Nos. 4064 and 460. No. 4064

1s owned by one of fhe Izvgor landowners in the 2res who collects zent from -
the sellers on each market day, ic be discussed in moes deiall uader "Admin-
istration”. No. 450 s goverament: Jand which comeists of: a mound, ap-
parently the ruins of a forizess or qeriea of fortresses, or some cther iype
of long-term setilemert sibe; barisl plois, and genexaily Clzss 6. unirri-
gable iand. There fa 2 depeession that covees mest of the top of the mound
where, during the spring, dog-ﬂéhta ware held on Tueadays. On markst

day the ares Is gvazze‘rai!y nged for tethering pack animais, mostly camels,
and is becoming a parking ot for local traciors. No, 4071 is owned by a
smailer land owner who has 4-5 other smail plots in the area. There was

no information gathersd on the owaer of No. 4065. Further studies may
prebe more deeply into the characteristics of these land owners and their

markst involvement. {See map).

The land to the south and east of the markst may be summarized ae gener~
aily being made up of rolatively small plots, most of leas than 5 jeribs

(1 jexib = 1/2 2cve, sppros.), with high concentrations of housing and
setidament, vj:ueyarda aud orchards. To the norsh and wast the piois tend
£0 be largar, prchably less preductive, Classas 2 and 3 frrigabie land,

2dging over irdo Class 6 and desert land {o the west, “rhere is only one
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azfidement and ro vineyards or orchards in this west and north direction
within 2Km ox the merket., The Increasingly larger pleis in this direction
with the lack of setloments, vinsyards and orchards are likely 2 fimetion of:
limited avaiiabiliy for waizwe {for crops sad peepie), perhaps lower fere
sty and tho limited smount of time wmder cultivation; mnch of the land
prohakly not kaving ecmse vnder coltivation uatil the Shamalan Canal was
completad i g pregert foxm, 'Thers is no informasicn on ine frequency

of donbhle~cropping in this direction. # would be sxpected fo he low.

Elarkst Layent:

Ag with many traditiors! middie-essiern maxhets, specific types of sellers
2ad sevrvices tend to group thomselvas. In 3 sxivems form this paitera of
grouping of seiiers, irades, and cra.ﬂ:a ars or were (under the Ctioman
Empire) orgenized itto gullds complete with patron saints, and represemted
government eocognized adminisirative and ropidential units in citics and
towna with somse degree of atonomy. Apparenily simiiae structures ars
found in some cities 2nd towns of Afghanistan. I this market which cceurs
only on I‘?riday the avaa holng more or 1es3 ahondonsd during the rest of the
wask)y, wih tradelam and crafismen coming from & yvariety of placss {both
from local villages and from the towna and citiss of the region), only the
geographleal grouping pattern bas been sxamined, Further study may focus

cn any of the olher siructural arrangements that may be prosent.

Tho atiached skeliches of the Kpalaj Maxket ars aitempis to indicate the

relative locationa of ths various items sold, In several instances they
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Rev o Sketoh Maps;

B -- Butcher

Br - Barbsr

BF - Bird Fighis

F - Food Seiler

G - (Qage Ware

GM - Hexbs, Nuks, Rasins, Sweets, atc,

Hw ~ Havrdwara

M ~ Medicines {modern and indigenous)
N - Notions
8 - Shoes
; Sk -~ Sking
SR - Shoe Repatr
T - Tea Houss
w ~ Wocl
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vepresent ivends in the locations rather than the specifie use made by

zaeh Jccutlon on market dey. There werse a varisiy of shifis of location

and seasonal varintiorn ia Hzmsz soid.

risid &
SHE - &
W - L&t
ooy ~ k!
2l - <
.. A
2H . 0
3;.'1: [ :'.\-'I
_-',;r': - ;i
82 - &
42 - He
2 - nig
I T
7. Rr
k)]

[Tiiay] :8-:5}?

W"W“‘

tndicated. Theve wers, fov example, men selling tawix {ammis=f), re-

too lengthy to prasent hers and of Hmited valne. Somse seéllers do not

Bgions books, toys {wiich inciuded condams sold 28 baloons), enufi,
pottery, soit ﬂ:reave paskei-bags used for hanling saxih, water sldns,

uged for dye, apd & mullitude of other items, a list of which would be

Somo items and aellers are not

have a fized locaiion on macket day but simpiy wandsr ¢irough the mavkst

selling their goods.

The tee houses ar2 aumerous and yespond to the demand of the Iarge
numpers of visitors to the mavket. Whils they appear scatiersd, they
axve locsted oan the main routes of the movement of the foot tvaffic, The

{ood scilers {fcod to be vonsumed at the market site) are more cantrally

loceted at the corner which most svexyons pagses,

The animal market is to a degvae aeperaie from the regt of the market,
buing beside and behind ihe mound {ses map), This secticn, too, tends to
hav= the types of animals geoupsd for sals, In Msrch, when the noimnads
ware pyeparing to hegin theilr annual move out of the Helmand ¢this year
they weara givsn an eacly nudge by the heavy raina in the area reviving
abfndoned deseri pastures) the sheep markst expanded {o nearly cover
thres sid;aa of the mound and several hundred yards to the south. This

will he discussad ia moro dainil in 2 fotwre peper on the animal market.
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Agids feom ths buass that tend to group at what may be coneiderad the
mein entrancs of the market, most other vehicles, jeeps and truechs,
pess completaly through ths market to 2n open Rved weot and south of the

ceriral tomb. The drivers geserally congmgate mdex the lina of trses

hetween this tomb and the mosque, Aside fror the locaiion of the fivat
tomb, which s lceated on the edge of the maviet avea, the religious

agpeets of the markst sm sre ouwtside the main flow of the pedple, and

21 ralatively guigk,

To ccnclude, this peper is primarily aimed at giving a general doseripdion
of the phyaical arrengomont of the rmarket 20d something of ita origins.
Turther papars will desd with adminisiration, Zrain prices and their vari-
ation, the animel mazrhket, cic. Sinea the opporiuniiy fo make fuxther
observations in i3 market ia poseidble, imerestad pariies should present

quesilions o guggestions fox consideration.

Summazry of Impllcaticns:

1, Given the Iavge numhers of people who atiead this market for sceial,
economic and religious weasons, 2rd the reglonal represgentation found aRmony

at Yeast the sellsrs, the Xhaia] Market should be considerad as a petential

major siie for publie information activitles for region, with some resorve-

toms. P-4

2, Given the impostruce of this market in tie sconomics of the reglon and

#ts lcoatien relative fo ke Shamalen Land Development Project, market road
improvement should be given some development peicrity, if noi some government

irput in marcket gite develepment and Improvoment. p. 5
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