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EXOS is a collaborative public education campaign that

aims to promote the informed participation of Latinos in

the shaping of U.S. Foreign Assistance and U.S. Foreign
Policy toward the Americas. U.S. foreign policy decisions are
directly linked to Latino concerns about immigration, trade,
economic prosperity, democracy, and human rights. This nexus
between domestic and international concerns makes it important
that Latinos expand their involvement in international issues.

S TI NS

Hispanic Council on International Relations (HCIR) is the only
nonprofit, non-partisan national organization solely dedicated to
representing U.S. Hispanics’ concerns on foreign affairs issues.
The current membership is a mix of U.S. Members of Congress,
state and local elected and appointed officials, business leaders,
community activists, and distinguished scholars. www.hcir.org

Partners of the Americas was founded in 1964 as the “people-to-
people” component of President John F. Kennedy’s Alliance for
Progress. As the largest volunteer-based organization in the
Western Hemisphere engaged in community development and
training, Partners has grown to 60 partnerships linking 45 states

*This project is funded by the United States Agency for International
- Development (USAID).



and the District of Columbia with 31 countries in Latin America
and the Caribbean. www.partners.net

National Council of La Raza (NCLR) is the largest national
Hispanic constituency-based organization, serving Hispanic
groups throughout the country. Headquartered in Washington,
D.C, NCLR annually reaches more than a million Hispanics
through a formal network of “affiliates” — more than 250
organizations serving 40 states, Puerto Rico, and the District of
Columbia - and a broader network of 30,000 groups and
individuals nationwide. www.nclr.org

Hispanic Link Journalism Foundation grew from the success of the
Hispanic Link News Service and in 1995 was established to provide
Hispanics with opportunities to pursue journalism careers and
educate the general population — nationally and internationally —
on issues relevant to U.S. Hispanics. The news service was created
in 1980. It syndicates articles of interest to Hispanics through the
Los Angeles Times Syndicate and publishes Hispanic Link Weekly
Report, a national newsweekly that reports on Hispanic issues.

For more information or to find out how to become involved in
NEXOS, please contact:

Partners of the Americas

1424 K Street NW #700

Washington, DC 20005
tel: (202)637-6205
fax: (202)628-3306
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s a growing Latino community that is actively present and
influencing the U.S. economy, it is important that we
eriodically take two steps back and reevaluate our
position in the Western Hemisphere. Addressing these issues in
Miami, Florida — considered by many to be the gateway to the
Americas — would be the ideal scenario. Thanks to the Hispanic
Council on International Relations (HCIR), and our collaboration
with the Partners of the Americas, the National Council of La
Raza, and the Hispanic Link Journalism Foundation, we made this
happen. T am happy to state that this is one of many events to
which HCIR is committed as we turn to another century of greater
Western Hemispheric economic cooperation, growth, and
opportunity for the U.S. Hispanic community.

On Friday, February 23, 2001, with the help of colleagues at the
North-South Center at the University of Miami, HCIR organized a
very informative discussion on the progress that U.S. Hispanics
have made in fostering greater Western Hemisphere trade and
business relations. Along with leaders in the Miami community,
entrepreneurs, local academics, and community leaders, the
conference titled “Business and Economic Outlook for the
Americas: A Latino Perspective” addressed three primary issues of
concern for U.S. Hispanics: the status of our free trade relations
with Latin America; the major institutional and domestic
impediments to greater economic integration; and the extent to
which the media and its coverage influence this process. This
highly informative discussion addressed the outcomes and
political process of greater economic integration not only from a
U.S. and international news perspective, but from the perspective
of a vibrant Hispanic community that continues to play a vital role
in nurturing local business and making free trade arrangements
work — e.g., NAFTA and MERCOSUR.



Our appraisal of the U.S. Hispanic communities’ influence on
international trade relations comes at a propitious moment. More
than ever, our economic relations with Mexico are deepening —
especially due to the recent transition of power — while the rest of
our trading partners in the Americas are pressing for greater free
trade with the U.S. Hispanics are in a key position to lead and
contribute to this initiative by working with elected officials,
the private sector, the media, and academics. As Hispanics
assume more prominent roles in international affairs, and in
organizations such as the U.S. State Department and USAID, we
will surely have a positive impact on greater trade and political
relations with our counterparts in Latin America.

In what follows, several participants of the Business and Economic
Outlook Conference discuss how we as a Hispanic community can
influence our economic ties with Latin America. As you will note,
all of the participants agreed that our community will continue to
play a vital role in forging greater business and economic relations
in the Americas while standing as a positive role model within the
U.S. and abroad.
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CHAIRMAN, HisPANIC COUNCIL ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

ood morning. On behalf of the Hispanic Council on

nternational Relations and the Partners of the Americas,

I thank you for joining us for what will certainly be an
informative and timely discussion of new realities in the Americas
as they relate to our nation’s Hispanic communities. We are
honored by your presence.

This is the right time to meet; Miami is the best location; the
North-South Center is the best venue; and the Partners and the
Council are the most appropriate institutions to explore and
promote stronger ties between our neighbor republics and
Latinos in the United States.

The time is propitious, for we enter a new millennium with a new
administration in Washington which appears to be “hemisphere
sensitive.” A week ago, two former governors of Mexico and the
United States met in Guanajuato. Besides bilateral issues, they
took up the Free Trade Area of the Americas, an initiative that
during the past election year was stalled but which is likely to re-
emerge as a top priority for hemisphere leaders. Heads of
democratic states will meet at the III Summit of the Americas in
Quebec City, April 19-21.

We must remind ourselves that Mexico, already our second-largest
trading partner, will become number one within a decade. And in
a few years, we will have more trade with Latin America than with
Europe and Japan combined. And we have more trade with the
Caribbean and Central America than with the much vaunted
MERCOSUR countries.

Also, after a decade of promising reform and advancement, Latin
America and the Caribbean face new economic, political, and
social challenges. The reaffirmation of democratic principles, the
strengthening of still fragile democratic institutions, transparency
in governance and business, and addressing the plight of the less
fortunate are mutually dependent, interrelated issues that are
essential to continued progress and hemispheric cooperation.
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Miami is appropriate, because, as we say in Spanish, “podria dictar
cdtedra,” or, “it could give classes.” Miami is vibrant today in large
measure thanks to the entrepreneurial spirit of its citizens and
their capacity to relate to our neighbors. To mention just one
example, CAMACOL, the Latin Chamber of Commerce, long ago
created the “Sanchez to Sinchez to Smith” award. It recognizes
the potential and value of business connections from Latin
America and the Caribbean - through Hispanic entrepreneurs to
mainstream companies.

The North-South Center is an appropriate venue because it was
the creation of a visionary son of Miami, the late Congressman
Dante Fascell. Headed by Ambassador Ambler Moss, to whom we
refer as an “honorary Hispanic,” the Center is a beehive of
intellectual inquiry, discussion, and encounter. Two weeks ago it
convened a standing-room-only conference on Plan Colombia. We
are grateful for the Center’s hospitality.

The Partners of the Americas, through a grant from the Agency
for International Development, actively seeks increased Hispanic
involvement in its programs. This forum is part of a series in
selected cities entitled NEXOS: Expanding the Latino Voice in U.S.
Foreign Aid to the Americas.

This is the era of the non-governmental organization (NGO), and
in the Americas, the Partners have been there for more than a
quarter century. NEXOS is also supported by the National Council
of La Raza and the Hispanic Link Journalism Foundation. A
description is in your packet. The South Florida Partners are
linked to Antioquia, Colombia, a key part of a pivotal country in
our hemisphere. We thank them for their support.

The Hispanic Council on International Relations, now six years
old, has quickly established itself as a credible institution that gives
voice to Hispanics interested in foreign affairs. Your seminar
packets contain further information about the Council, so I'll not
elaborate here.

I remind you of our title: “A Latino Perspective.” It is past time for
our voices to be heard in myriad arenas, from policy formulation
to diplomacy, and from trade and investment to economic
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development. For we represent more than 36 million Hispanic
Americans — about the same as the population of Argentina and
more than that of Canada. We have purchasing power in excess of
$460 billion and operate some 1.5 million businesses that generate
more than $200 billion in revenues. Hispanics in high-technology
firms, in finance and trade, in international organizations, and in
NGOs have much to offer to the inter-American equation.

We meet at a time when Latin American and Caribbean
governments and peoples have taken note of and begun
systematically to reach
out to our leaders and
our organizations. In the
last administration, four
of the Council’s founding
members were in pivotal
positions as Assistant
Secretary of State for
Western  Hemisphere
Affairs; Ambassador to
the Organization of American States; Deputy National Security
Affairs Advisor for Latin America and the Caribbean; and Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Inter-American Affairs. The
person who held the last position, Pedro Pablo Permuy, is
with us today. The Council will surely see some of its members and
close friends emerge in key positions in the new administration.
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It is past time for our voices to be heard in
myriad arenas, from policy formulation
to diplomacy, and from trade and investment
to economic development. For we represent
more than 36 million Hispanic Americans -
about the same as the population of Argentina
and more than that of Canada.

With this background, I close by thanking our sponsors for their
generous support of this seminar:

Juan Santaella, President, Valcorp Securities of Miami
Willy Alexander and Adolfo Martinez, Hamilton Bank
Sam Verdeja, Publisher, Hispanic Magazine

¢ Jennifer Young & Nelly Saleh, Partners of the Americas

I am pleased to introduce our moderator, Dr. Eduardo Gamarra,
Director of the Latin American and Caribbean Center, Florida
International University.
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R. EDUARDO
DIRECTOR, LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN CENTER
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

ood morning. Thank you very much for the invitation to
oderate this panel of distinguished Latinos and
“honorary” Latinos. I know that one of the discussions we

should have is if we should describe ourselves as Hispanics or
Latinos — or whatever else we want to call ourselves. Some of the
things that Mr. G6mez was saying are particularly relevant to this
group, especially because we are in Miami. And of course, the
most significant issue is the question of free trade in the Americas.

A particularly important position played by Miami is in securing
the Secretariat for the first three years of the FTAA during which
negotiations started. These negotiations ultimately led to what we
call a “bracket text” as the Secretariat moved to finalize this
proposal. We are now entering a new phase in which we expect in
the next couple of years to result in an actual agreement. It will be
the first hemispheric-wide negotiated agreement that many of us
expect to see as a full-fledged Free Trade Area of the Americas by
2005.

In  this sense, I think many of the people
on this panel will play an important role, including E! Nuevo Herald
and the North-South Center. As many of you know, Antonio
Villamil, for example,
served in the previous
Bush administration as
well as in the local Bush
administration, and in
the local community
(Florida). Most of us who live in Miami are very familiar with
Remedios Diaz Oliver, who has been President and CEO of All
American Containers, Inc., and has a long record of community
activism as well. I say this largely because there is a tremendous
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.. there is a tremendous
opportunity and need for Latinos to have
a greater national leadership role.
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opportunity and need for Latinos to have a greater national
leadership role. Something that is very interesting is that Cuban
Americans, in particular, have already taken a significant
leadership role, having, some would say, perhaps a
disproportionate amount of influence in terms of foreign policy-
making. This is something that many other Latino cominunities in
this country have not been able to achieve.

Therefore 1 think, as a non-Cuban, that the example we have
before us of Cuban Americans involved in foreign policy issues is
one worthy of emulation and one that most of us need to consider
very seriously, even though we may disagree on issues. And of
course, that’s part of the American democratic process — being
able to disagree not only

about domestic policy,
but also about foreign Therefore I think, as a non-Cuban, that the

policy issues. example we have before us of Cuban Americans
involved in foreign policy issues is one worthy of
emulation and one that most of us need to
consider very seriously, even though we may
disagree on issues.
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I hope that in the course
of this morning, we are
going to have a very
lively and informative
discussion about a
number of issues: trade and its significance, immigration, and
narcotics. I hope we won’t have too much of a discussion on
narcotics. It is crucial for us to understand the role democracy
plays in Latin America and the challenges this democracy faces.
I'm hoping that this panel will examine the ways in which we as
Latinos in this country can influence the promotion of these issues
in democracy and foreign policy. So, I am pleased to introduce our
first panelist, Ms. Remedios Diaz Oliver, and ask her to discuss
these key issues.



ME OS 1iAZ LIVE
PRESIDENT, ALL AMERICAN CONTAINERS, INC.

hank you and welcome. It is my pleasure to be here with

you this morning to discuss Hispanic business

opportunities in Latin America. As a businesswoman and
exporter in south Florida for the past 39 years, I have seen a
multitude of changes in the economic development of Latin
America. These developments have unquestionably brought a
positive economic impact to us here in south Florida. I would like
to take this opportunity to touch upon some of these changes.

During the past ten years we have observed many positive
developments occurring in Latin America. The 1990s brought
about the transfiguration of economic, political, and social
reform. We have seen the following:

Higher standards of living and a return to positive economic
growth rates in most of the region

Investments in and awareness of social programs that have
brought about significant reductions in both fertility and child
mortality rates

A shift from dictatorships to democratic governments in almost
all of the countries in the hemisphere

The transition of power from one democratically elected
government to another, for the first time ever

Significant reductions in human rights violations

And a message is being sent that no longer will dictators be
permitted to have amnesty. Political standards must be set.



Recently, it has become apparent that Latin American countries
are adopting business standards that parallel those of the United
States. With that in mind, I will emphasize certain economic
opportunities that have arisen.

1 won't spend a great deal of time giving statistical data. However,
to highlight a few indicators, the annual average growth rate in
percent in 1999, for the Central American Common Market was
4.3%, CARICOM 4.0%, and NAFTA 4.2%. MERCOSUR, however,
reported a negative growth rate of less than 1%. According to the
statistics and quantitative analysis, the average growth rates in
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) indicated a favorable
development for investments in the region.

Government officials in Latin America understand the need for
continued investment to strengthen their infrastructure. The
governments of Central America, many of which have recently
experienced several natural disasters in their countries, are
especially needy in this area. Business specializing in design,
development, and construction of bridges, roads, railroads, power
plants, and so on, find themselves in an excellent position to
expand their businesses in Latin America if they choose to do so.

An excellent resource for pending projects in Latin America is the
Inter-American Development Bank. For those unfamiliar with the
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), it is dedicated to the
financing of social and economic development programs in Latin
America and the Caribbean. The Bank has a vast array of business
opportunities for the suppliers of goods and services from each of
the its 46 member countries. In 1999 alone, IDB loans resulted in
the award of some 6,000 contracts for civil construction projects,
the supply of goods and equipment, and the provision of
consulting services. In the same year, roughly $7.8 billion was
disbursed to contractors as a consequence of the Bank’s lending
program.

The telecommunications industry has experienced extensive
growth in this area. For many years this industry had been under
the control of the Latin American governments. Recently, we have
seen the opening of the telecommunications industry to outside

1



competition due to the privatization measures in these countries
As previously stated, due to recent natural disasters in some of
these countries, there is
an immediate need for
telephone hard lines. But
even more interesting is
the conversion from hard
lines to wireless communication. For example, in Venezuela, 60%
of telephone users prefer cellular phone service to hard line
telephones.
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Economic growth is a direct result
of political stability.

Another area where great growth is all but guaranteed is in the
computer industry. Computer sales should do well as more and
more Latin Americans connect to the Internet. Businesses having
to do with computers or the Internet through such areas as
training, networking professionals, and service technicians, just to
name a few, can expect growth in this market.

Of course, these opportunities are all dependent upon the ability
to communicate well with our millions of potential customers
in Latin America. In this age of facsimile and high-speed Internet
access, it is imperative that we be able to communicate, not only
verbally, but also in written form.

Where does Latin America stand politically? We have seen a new
president elected in Mexico. His programs should bring a new era
of political cooperation between the United States and Mexico.
Manufacturing in this country is growing significantly due to
NAFTA and other trade agreements.

Despite witnessing dramatic changes, Latin America still faces the
Colombian guerrillas, uncertainty in policies adopted by the
democratically elected president of Venezuela, and the
continuation of a criminal and obsolete dictatorship in Cuba.
However, the majority of countries are looking to establish a
political environment that is conducive to welcoming foreign
investors. Economic growth is a direct result of political stability.

In south Florida, where Hispanics are an important economic
factor, we have observed the number of opportunities grow



throughout the years. The bridge to the Americas is
strengthening, and during this new millennium, we will integrate
our knowledge and
communication abilities
in ensuring that Latin
America will be an
essential part of the U.S.
economy.
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The bridge to the Americas is
strengthening, and during this new millennium,
we will integrate our knowledge and
communication abilities in ensuring
that Latin America will be an essential

On a side note, I recall part Ofthe USs. economy.
that during the late 1962  coveeeeossssanesecacecesecasenaansasccnsncaceces

or early 1963 period, a

group of exporters and freight forwarders formed an organization
called the Asociacion de Freight Forwarders y Exportadores
Latinoamericanos (AFELA). I was appointed as the president, and
our job was to help our businesses, exchange credit information,
develop new sales techniques, marketing research, and so on.

Those were the hard, old times! However, we were the leaders of a
new economy for south Florida - visitors coming to Miami instead
of New York or New Orleans, bringing their families and their
dollars, Miamians going to San Pedro Sula, Managua or Caracas,
Buenos Aires or Panama to sell machinery, raw materials,
pharmaceutical or cosmetic products, technology services, and
even bottles.

We accomplished a difficult task, replacing European suppliers
with American-made products. We have also seen Hispanics going
to Central and South America to invest in several industries,
creating jobs and opportunities for all.

We witnessed a new beginning when Cubans in Miami welcomed
other Hispanics joining us in this area. Nicaraguans, Hondurans,
Salvadorans, Puerto Ricans, and Dominicans joined us in the
Magic City while Colombians, Spaniards, Chileans, Panamanians,
Argentineans, and others felt that this was also their home. The
impact that was created and will continue in the years to come is
based on mutual respect and understanding, speaking the same
language, and believing in the same ideals. We are confident that
Hispanics will find an ally in the new Bush administration.



And finally, Hispanics have contributed to, and will continue to
improve, relations between the U.S. and Latin America, generating
new businesses and being instrumental in creating opportunities
in health care and education, manufacturing, tourism, etc.

This will definitely
bring a  better
understanding and a
more solid business
climate between the
U.S. and our Latin
neighbors, and more
importantly, respect
for our friends and
allies.

And finally, Hispanics have contributed
to, and will continue to improve, relations
between the US. and Latin America,
generating new businesses and being
instrumental in creating opportunities
in health care and education,
manufacturing, tourism, etc.
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Hispanics have a very important place in U.S. history. There is
no doubt that progress and success with our neighbors will
be brought about by many of those who were wisely described by
William Alexander, President of the Congress of Hemispheric
Chambers of Commerce, as “the Sinchez to Sanchez to Smith.”
Good luck and let’s work together for a better and friendlier

hemisphere.

DR. GAMARRA: It gives me great pleasure now to introduce
Ambler Moss. Ambassador Moss, of course, is very well-known in
the community and nationally. He is best known for his crucial
role in securing the Panama Canal Treaties in the 1970s. He has
been crucial to the University of Miami in its efforts to promote its
role in educational services — and with the important role the
North-South Center has played in the last decade-and-a-half in
promoting better relations between the United States and Latin
America. In particular, Ambassador Moss has been very active in
the promotion of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). 1
have heard his thoughtful comments many times, and every time
Ambassador Moss is going to say something about the FTAA, I pay
great attention because he spends much time in Washington, D.C.
and in south Florida thinking about these things. I think this
connection is essential to those of us interested in this topic.
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ASSADO LER Ss
DIRECTOR, DANTE B. FASCELL NORTH-SOUTH CENTER

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI

hank you very much. I really appreciate your kind remarks,

Eduardo. I'm very happy to say that the North-South

Center and the University of Miami have had great
relations with and have great respect for Dr. Gamarra and Florida
International University’s Latin American and Caribbean Center.
In fact, in the back of the room I've left copies of the North-South
Center’s blueprint offered to the new Bush administration as a
coherent, sensible policy for Latin America. One of Eduardo’s
colleagues collaborated on that effort as well, so we work together
on all these things.

I'm supposed to talk
today about the political
importance of the Free
Trade Area of the
Americas. I'll leave the

.quite obviously the Free Trade Area of the
Americas is going to be very good for the Latino
communities — I use the plural because it will be

good for all of them throughout the country,
whether they are in Florida, Texas, California, or

economics to Antonio

Villamil, who is one of anywhere else.
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the greatest experts in

this town, and who is one of the greatest economists in this
country on these issues. But first of all, as you've heard Remedios
Diaz Oliver put it very succinctly, quite obviously the Free Trade
Area of the Americas is going to be very good for the Latino
communities — I use the plural because it will be good for all of
them throughout the country, whether they are in Florida, Texas,
California, or anywhere else.

There are tremendous economic opportunities in Latin America,
and again I will leave this to Antonio Villamil to discuss, but there
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is an economic recovery going on in many Latin American
countries right now - including in MERCOSUR. I was in
cesescssttecttitenatttccintscnnnneansansasenssss  Washington yesterday, and

Of the $300 million of trade within NAFTA, | SPOke with the Brazilian
only about 1% of that ambassador about this.
y There can be no doubt

represents trade through

. about the benefits for the
Florida, strangely enough. . .
ceessseteniiniittetannansessssenaenses,  SOUth Florida community,

particularly since we are
right on the flight path. NAFTA largely benefitted Texas and
California. Mexico is now the U.S.’s second-largest trading
partner after Canada, having surpassed Japan in that capacity — but
Florida is still behind. Of the $300 million of trade within NAFTA,
only about 1% of that represents trade through Florida, strangely
enough. So we have to do more about that. Governor Jeb Bush has
worked very hard leading large delegations to Mexico and Brazil
in order to promote NAFTA. Antonio Villamil works constantly on
this, and E! Nuevo Herald does a good job of bringing it to our
attention. NAFTA is a good thing - and its support is one of the
main recommendations we make in our policy report. I think that
this is one of the things that HCIR should get behind. All of us
need to keep this in mind when talking to our friends, our
legislators, and anyone else who will listen.

I will start with (WO sesesssessecceccnscccasssssssncsccsccsccenssesse

important - messages. I will start with two important messages.

Fi.rst, .the U.S. needs to First, the US. needs to pick itself up

pICk_ itself up and get and get moving on free trade by passing
moving on free rade ¢\ track authority for the US. President;
by passing fast-track otherwise, the US. will have no credibility
authority for the U.S. when President Bush goes to Quebec for

President; otherwise, the III Summit of the Americas.
the U.S. will have

no credibility when

President Bush goes to Quebec for the III Summit of the
Americas. Second, and something that will be of particular
interest to this community, is the issue of pushing hard to establish
the headquarters of the Free Trade Area of the Americas here in
Miami - which has been described as “that Latin City which is

1
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closest to the United States.” Miami is special and unique, and we
should capitalize on this.

Let me clarify what fast-track authority is. This doesn’t mean the
authority to negotiate. The Executive Branch, the President of the
United States, and the U.S. Trade Representative can negotiate
anytime they want, and they can negotiate anything they want.
But, when they have a piece of paper, a document, or a trade
agreement which has to be sent for approval by both houses of
Congress, which is the way trade agreements work, there is a
procedural fast-track
authority. This means that
you send it to the
Congress and all they can
do is say yes or no, instead
of going through all the
red tape of sending it to
various  Congressional
committees. Without fast-track, the process takes entirely too long
to complete. It’s simply a procedure of sending it to Congress for
approval or rejection.
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In Latin America, when the Latin American
trade negotiators see the US. coming
along without fast-track authority,
it undermines the credibility of this

country enormously.

In Latin America, when the Latin American trade negotiators see
the U.S. coming along without fast-track authority, it undermines
the credibility of this country enormously. They think, “If we do
negotiate an agreement with the U.S., will they be able to follow
through on it? Will they be able to get the agreement approved?”
The Latin American negotiators are very aware of how the U.S.
Congress works, and how the founders of our Constitution, in
their wisdom, built in a constant tension between the Executive
and Legislative branches which often complicates policy-making.
This is never going to be solved in our time. When President Bush
goes to Quebec, he will not have fast-track by then, but he must
nevertheless have a credible plan and assure others that fast-track
will be forthcoming. That is an absolute necessity.

Aside from that, the negotiations of the Free Trade Area of the
Americas are going very well. Eduardo said that there is now a
bracketed text, which means there is a text of the FTAA agreement
with all the differences in brackets. The differences are
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considerable, but at least they are there and identified. You can
see them and read them, and if you go into the website of the
United States Trade Representative (www.ustr.gov), you will see an
outline of all the U.S. positions on all the nine negotiating groups
and the three special committees. So, the work is being done, and
it has been taking place in Miami at the site of the FTAA
headquarters. Hundreds of negotiators have been working
patiently in the negotiating groups to get that text ready and to
make progress by the year 2005. There is some talk of accelerating
the process and having the FTAA ready by 2003, but I think that is
illusory. The Brazilians have been quite clear that they don’t want
it before 2005, and I think that’s a big stumbling block right there
Whether it’s 2003 or 2005, there is a very good prospect that a lot
of the differences that currently exist in the text can be overcome
But to get there, of course, the U.S. has to have fast-track authority
to do it.

I would say that the fast-track authority should be broader than
simply the FTAA, because the U.S. has undertaken to engage in
bilateral agreements with Singapore and Chile. The Chile
negotiations, as Antonio pointed out to me, are actually scheduled
seeesssecsttnnttectctncacancccenscscessacascenss  to take place right here in

The Business Roundtable pointed Miafni. The USs. .ha.s been
out that of the one hundred thirty free behind in negotiating .all
trade agreements which have been these agreements. Earlier

negotiated in the world, the US.is a this mon%h, on February 9,

part of only two of these agreements. The Business Roundtable
Mexico is part putout a report called, The

of at least 28, and the European Case  for US.  Trade

Union is part of 27. Leadership: The U.S. is
©800000000000000000000000000000000000000000088800 Falling Behind' The

Business Roundtable
pointed out that of the one hundred thirty free trade agreements
which have been negotiated in the world, the U.S. is a part of only
two of these agreements. Mexico is part of at least 28, and the
European Union is part of 27.

The United States, consequently, has been falling behind while
other countries are signing up for free trade agreements with each



other, and U.S. business has lost out. A famous example is when
Canada signed a free trade agreement with Chile — after the free
trade agreement was reached, an important electronics contract
switched from Southwest Bell in the U.S. to Nortel in Canada
simply because there was an 11% price differential advantage that
the Canadians had. The contract switched and the Canadians got
the contract. This is a perfect example of how U.S. business is
falling behind while not following the example on free trade. This
doesn’t make any sense for us.

There are two big sticking points with fast-track, and these have to
do with labor and environmental standards. There must be a deal
made, with some good political roles and good negotiating skills to
resolve this. This can’t be an impasse that will hold this initiative
back forever.

Therefore, the prospects of what can happen with a Free Trade
Area of the Americas are very important. This is one of the crucial
things of importance for this country, and one of the things that
will make or break the
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success of the next Summit
of the Americas in Quebec Now these expressions of interest
City. I think it is very lucky and good will have to be followed up

that this date is already on with some solid content because Latin
the calendar as the new Americans are not going to be fooled
U.S. administration comes with happy words. They want to see

in. I the date had not S°me substance and content, and the US. has
already been on the to be prepared to put that forward.

calendar, there probably
wouldn’t be 2 Summit because no U.S. president wants to have to
scramble to put together a policy so quickly. The fact that the
Summit is already on the calendar obliges the U.S. to get its act
together, because there will be 33 faces looking down the table at
President Bush to see if he is projecting a new, complete, and
coherent policy toward the Americas.

The interest is there, and as Remedios said, this is good news. The
first expressions of the Bush administration certainly have shown
that it wants to take an interest in the hemisphere. That is very
welcome. The first visit the new President made was to Vicente
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Fox. The last two presidents have first gone to visit their Canadian
friends, opting to first go north and not south. So, 1 think the
signs are good. Now these expressions of interest and good will
have to be followed up with some solid content because Latin
Americans are not going to be fooled with happy words. They want
to see some substance and content, and the U.S. has to be
prepared to put that forward.

In that sense, I want to urge people to speak to decision-makers

and legislators, anybody’s ear you can get, because the FTAA is a
ceesescteststesasennsssensscassscssscnnssesearess VETY Crucial thing for the
United  States.  The
purpose, in keeping with
the spirit of this meeting,
is that the Latino
communities are the ones
that will certainly benefit most by opening all those doors, by
nailing down the deals, and quickly reaching an agreement.

The question is, “Where
will the site of the FTAA
headquarters be?”

Now on to the next topic: FTAA headquarters. There was much
discussion about this at the San José trade ministerial meeting in
1998. The question is, “Where will the site of the FTAA
headquarters be?” Miami, of course, is vying for it, and there are
also about eight or nine other countries all pushing for it.
Everywhere from Kingston to Montevideo, somewhere in Brazil,
and Buenos Aires in Argentina want to have the FTAA
headquarters. As a result, a big compromise was struck that it
wouldn’t be in any of those places permanently. It was agreed that
it would start off in Miami, then sometime in 2001 it would move
to Panam3, and then it would end up in Mexico City. When the
FTAA charter expires, the issue has to be revisited.

Eventually, some place will be the permanent headquarters of the
FTAA. This could, as economic integration continues, end up
being akin to the “Brussels of the Americas.” Why did the
European Union headquarters end up in Brussels? Well, it is quite
simple. It couldn’t have been in Paris because the Germans would
have objected, and it couldn’t have been in Germany because the
British would have objected. Probably it was everyone’s second
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choice because it was neutral, with good food, easy
communication with other parts of Europe, and so on It’s the
same situation here. We can have it if we work for it.

I have personally been working with Katherine Harris on this, and
a lot of others in the
community are also
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working on it. We can Caribbean people, among all
have it here if we work these different places vying for
for it. The people of the FTAA headquarters,
Miami are very feel comfortable here.

representative of the tTtteTtiertesesssiscsssesssscssssssssnissesnn
Americas and the Caribbean. As I said earlier, Miami is kind of a
Caribbean city. I have a good friend, Monsefior Walsh, who is at
the archdiocese here. He has a theory called “the Caribbean ten
percent rule for south Florida.” He says that no matter what island
you're talking about in the Caribbean, no matter if it is English-
speaking or Spanish-speaking or French-speaking, whether it is
democratic or authoritarian, ten percent of it is here already!
Caribbean people, among all these different places vying for the
FTAA headquarters, feel comfortable here. And they know that
politically it would be difficult for them to decide on any one
particular place in the Caribbean. Also, Mexicans are going to
have trouble with the capital being in Buenos Aires, and so are the
Brazilians, and so forth. I don’t need to get into all these
differences, but I think we have a very good shot at being the
“Brussels of the Americas” because this is not, in the Latin
American mind, a gringo place. This is not the same as sticking it
in Washington, D.C., or someplace identified with the U.S. It is
neutral ground. It's a place where everybody calls home, and
everybody feels comfortable here.

What can we do to get the FTAA headquarters? I think, first, the
U.S. has to have the leadership position to get the whole FTAA
moving forward. Second, we need to be realistic. Governments
are very stingy about the FTAA. The FTAA headquarters here in
Miami, prior to its proximate migration to Panama, has been
treated very stingily in many ways. It hasn’t had the facilities and
the resources that it needs. If we’re going to have the FTAA



headquarters here, and I have spoken with Alberto Ibargiien
about this as well, the community is going to have to come up with
material support. The community must offer nothing less than
the land and the building for the official FTAA site. This is
something we need to start working on right now. Somewhere in
this community, we need to get our act together properly and
show that we really want the FTAA sight to be here. The material
benefits for the Latino communities here, for the entire Miami
community, and for this country in general, of having the “Brussels
of the Americas” in Miami, would be so absolutely obvious that I
don’t need to go on endlessly about it. We need to think about
this and we need to get to work on it, because it could happen. I
think this is something that HCIR could take on and promote.

seccevesssterttsttttcarersccrenssatcscnsnasases | SUggest two lines of

The material benefits for the endea}vor for HCIR. The

Latino communities here, for the entire first is to PuSh fc?r fast-
Miami community, and for this country trac‘k authority. I think t}}e

in general, of having the ‘Brussels of the Americas” -2tin0  communty lel
in Miami, would be so have a lot to say about this.

absolutely obvious that I don't need to This is abso{utely critical.
go on endlessly about it. The second is that HCIR

cesetesritttettttiniteecrinrnesnesessassnoseess SHOUId promote Miami as
the most feasible place to
have the permanent headquarters of the FTAA — to make it
literally the capital of the Americas in terms of economics, trade,
and immigration. The benefits for all would be great. Thank you

very much.

DR. GAMARRA: Thank you very much, Ambassador. I am now
going to ask Antonio Villamil to join us. He is CEO of the
Washington Economics Group here in Miami, and a Doctorate
recipient from FIU. I always introduce him as my colleague
because he used to work with me at the Latin American and
Caribbean Center. I know he will have some very interesting
things to say to us about the FTAA.

Publisher of the Miami Herald, and member of HCIR
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hank you very much Dr. Gamarra, my good friend. I would

like to commend the leadership of the Hispanic Council

on International Relations, FIU and the Latin American
and Caribbean Center with Dr. Gamarra, as well as the North-
South Center with Ambassador Ambler Moss for the tremendous
leadership they provide to our communities.

There are a number of fundamental factors that suggest
improving U.S.-Latin American economic relations in the early
years of the new millennium. However, there are significant
challenges to overcome if we are to create Pan-American
economic opportunities for all citizens of the Americas from
Canada in the north to Argentina and Chile in the south. To
address this I will first talk about what I call the “pull” factors which
are leading to increased hemispheric relations, and then I will
discuss the “push” factors which are pushing us away from
improved relations.

“PrL” ¢cr S * 1IN P U -
T E No RE 1 s

The following are fundamental and critical factors that are
improving economic relations between the United States and
Latin America, and the Caribbean:

First, the globalization of the production function and borderless
transactions due to technological advancements:

The biggest pull factor bringing us together into improved
hemispheric relations is the fact that the markets are demanding



it The globe is becoming integrated. Remedios Diaz Oliver talked
to us about the business opportunities that exist in the Americas.
In reality, as we say in economics, the production function
of business has now become fully integrated and globalized.
‘Today, we do business on a global basis. People sometimes think,
“Well, let’s talk about international trade in a separate sector of the
U.S. economy.” In reality, we are all in a global marketplace. We
have the Internet, we have wireless communications, we have fast-
moving transportation. Globalization is here and businesses are
becoming global in scope.
No longer can we that say
we are insular relative to
our business activities.
The businesses and the
leadership in the U.S. and
in Latin America are
pushing us toward
economic integration. Globalization of production is a key factor
which is driving us toward improved hemispheric relations,
especially on the economic and trade sides.
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The biggest pull factor bringing us
together into improved hemispheric
relations is the fact that the markets

are demanding it. The globe is
becoming integrated.

Second, the recent political, economic, and free market reforms
in the top economies of Brazil, Mexico, and Argentina - the “Big
3” in Latin American Affairs:

As Remedios Diaz Oliver mentioned, there have been significant
improvements in economic, political, and free market reforms
and market openings in many of the countries in Latin America,
especially among the Big 3. That is another big pull factor.
Remember that, as experts on the region, we can’t just talk about
Latin America in general. We need to talk specifically about the
opinion leaders in Latin America and the countries that influence
decision-making in the Americas. Relative to North America and
all of Latin America and the Caribbean, obviously the Big 3 are
Brazil, Mexico, and Argentina. These are the three countries that
have significantly improved both their political and economic
reforms. These Big 3 are providing a major pull factor in
improved hemispheric relations.
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I always say, and Ambler and I have discussed this many times
before, that the U.S. needs to get together with Brazil and there
will be FTAA very quickly. Brazil is one of the top ten economies
in the world, and one of the things we hope to see in the new
administration will be improved relations with Brazil. Mexico is a
key aspect of North American and Caribbean based relations, but
let’s not forget the giant to the south: Brazil. If we improve our
relations with Mexico and Brazil, and of course with Argentina
with which we already have excellent relations, the whole
movement toward improved economic relations in the
hemisphere will be strengthened.

Third, the growing strength of the U.S. Hispanic population,
including the growing number of elected officials, U.S.
government policy-makers, and business executives:

The third pull factor is the fact that we have America’s leaders
throughout the hemisphere. Not only should we talk about
American citizens, but also “Citizens of the Americas” as leaders of
the hemisphere. The global leadership is not only the U.S.
Hispanic population that is growing in strength, including many
of its public leaders who espouse to improve hemispheric
relations. Tt is also people like Ambassador Ambler Moss, who is
fully multilingual and a person of the global economy, and a
leader in our community
and in our nation. And

like him, we find many So, there is growing Hispanic muscle, if
throughout nearly every youwil intheUS as well as the global leadership
state and community in of many individuals who may
the U.S. not be of Hispanic descent but who truly

are “citizens of the world” or “citizens

So, there is growing
Hispanic muscle, if you
will, in the U.S. as well as
the global leadership of many individuals who may not be of
Hispanic descent but who truly are “citizens of the world” or
“citizens of the Americas.” These people are providing significant
leadership. One example is Paul O’Neill, the Secretary of the
Treasury. He was the CEO of Aluminum Company of America

of the Americas.
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(ALCOA). He took a sleepy aluminum producer to a major,
efficient, 21st century multi-national company with diversified and
integiated production around the world. Paul O’Neill would be a
leading player in FTAA and in financial discussions with the rest of
the Americas and throughout the world. He is not Hispanic, but
teeseastssstesatttctsnncansscsssenennnsscsseness these are the kinds of

The reason for doing NAFTA things I am talking about.
was not only economics, because In othfer words, the U.S. is
Mexico was already a major trading changing toward people

partner of the U.S. at the time. who have global views, and
960000000000 00000R20008000000000000000000c0s0RROS an Americas View. I think

that is a very key factor.

Fourth, the overall success of the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) in promoting economic and political reforms
in Mexico, and the advent of North American corporate entities:

The North American Free Trade Agreement has been a success.
However, that doesn’t mean there aren’t some issues that need to
be resolved. I was in the former Bush administration and I was
very proud to be part of the Cabinet meetings regarding the
NAFTA policy aspects.

The reason for doing . litical h
NAFTA was not only But it was also geopolitical, and there have been

significant political changes in Mexico
as a result of the NAFTA agreement.
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economics, because
Mexico was already a
major trading partner
of the U.S. at the time. Now itis the second largest trading partner
of the United States. But it was also geopolitical, and there have
been significant political changes in Mexico as a result of the
NAFTA agreement. Today, we have the advent of North American
corporations that call themselves at home whether in Canada, the
US,, or in Mexico because of economic and trade integration.
NAFTA has been a success. In spite of all the problems such as in
Chiapas, and unequal income distribution, which needs to be
resolved, most Mexicans would say that this is why they could vote
for and change leadership toward Vicente Fox with a peaceful
transition of power and without a peso crisis at the end of the
sexenio. All of this has a lot to do with the political opening and
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integration which has taken place among Mexico, Canada, and
the U.S. on the people side, on the economic side, and on the
trade side. So, NAFTA’s success pulls us toward improved and
increased hemispheric integration.

Fifth, the “Bush Factor™

The new President is strongly committed to improving
hemispheric economic and trade relations. It is no coincidence
that his first foreign trip was to Mexico and that the new United
States Trade Representative (USTR), Ambassador Bob Zoellick, is
a strong advocate of the FTAA and has stated that fast-track
authority is a legislative priority of President Bush.

I spent fifty percent of my time since 1989 with the first Bush
administration in Washington, with Governor Bush in Tallahassee,
and most recently with the transition team on the policy side with
the new President, George W. Bush. What I call the “Bush Factor”
will be very important. People ask me, “Do you think this
president is really committed to improving hemispheric
relations?” We have to look at the actions he has taken. Look at
Jeb Bush here in Florida. Look at former President Bush and his
Initiative of the Americas. We have a friend in the White House
who likes to see improved trade and hemispheric relations, The
fact that he went to Mexico, as was mentioned by Ambassador
Moss, is no coincidence — there’s a reason for it. I heard some
journalists say, “Well, maybe he went to Mexico because he knows
that country and he doesn’t know foreign policy.” That he went to
Mexico showed for a fact that he cares about Latinos and that he
cares about hemispheric relations. He was the first major
presidential candidate to visit Florida International University to
give a discussion on hemispheric relations and why we need to
work as partners. When you're in an election, FTAA sometimes is
a case of “my eyes glazing over.” People sometimes don’t
understand when you're dealing with statistics. There are no votes
in the FTAA, NAFTA, and so forth, yet he still wanted to partner
with our hemispheric neighbors.

And now, Ambassador Bob Zoellick, the new United States Trade
Representative, is a very strong advocate for free trade and the



FTAA. The U.S. government is now starting to make a major push
toward Chile and U.S. bilateral free trade. As Ambassador Moss
said, the first round of negotiations will be right here in Miami
starting at the end of March. We will see what happens because
there has been some “beef” that has been put on the table already.
We’ll see what happens with fast-track legislation, and we will see
what happens in Quebec at the end of April. We have a long way
to go, but believe me that the Bush administration is strongly
committed to improving hemispheric relations because of what
President Bush is all about, as well as his father, and Jeb Bush here
in Florida. Fast-track will be a key legislative priority, at least from
the point of view of the new administration.

“ §”FA osL Y RO D
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While “pull” factors are strong, there are a number of centrifugal

forces pushing away from improved economic relations

in the years ahead. How we, as partners, solve the “push away” of
s%secsccicascncccscrtanrecccacnscenssssnssesases these forces will determine
the shape and discourse of
the U.S.- Latin American
economic relations. I
think the Hispanic Council
on International Relations
should be commended for
putting this forum
together today, because we
need to discuss this with all you here who are leaders of our
community.

Sometimes when we talk about
US.-Latin American economic relations,
we talk a lot about Latin America, but
we don't talk much about the number one
major economy in the world - the United
States, which is a big part of the equation.

Among top “push” factors are the following:

First, a sharply slowing U.S. economy since the second half of
2000, if not corrected in the second half of this year, could begin
to cause “creeping unemployment,” with a subsequent increase in
protectionist sentiment:

Sometimes when we talk about U.S.-Latin American economic
relations, we talk a lot about Latin America, but we don’t talk



much about the number one major economy in the world  the
United States, which is a big part of the equation. We seem to have
hit a wall in the second half of 2000. It has nothing to do with the
change in the administration. This was starting all the way from
the speculation regarding the equity markets and the iirational
exuberance, as Greenspan said in 2000.

We have hit a wall regarding the economy, and it is sharply slowing
in the U.S. This quarter we will probably see flat to negative
growth in U.S. economic activity. Greenspan is now running hard
to undo what he did in the last 12 months, which was raise interest
rates. Now he is lowering the rates very, very quickly. You might
say with hindsight that he should not have increased real rates the
way he did. Well, hindsight is 20/20. [ am not against Greenspan
or the Fed, but the bottom line is that we’re slowing. There’s a
manufacturing recession and an inventory correction going on.
Now the issue fOr US iS cececesscccsccssacsacsssscessscscccsccnccssssasese

whethez this will be a “V- If the US. economy is not healthy,
shaped” downturn, and not only does it impact the economies
whet‘her. the economy of Mexico and the Caribbean Basin,
regains its strength as a who are major exporters to the US,,

res?lt of easier monetary but it also creates a protectionist sentiment
POhCy' Al‘so' ) of great in the United States.
importance is if CONGress, ., ..ieeeeeceesnnsossscccascascacsncscconconcas

in its collective wisdom,

decides to give us a tax cut, which we need to improve economic
performance. We need a tax cut for the long-term too, in terms of
rewarding entrepreneurship. If we make it retroactive for this
year, then an easier monetary and fiscal policy will help us out in
making this a “V-type” downturn, so that we start coming out of it
in the latter part of this year and in 2002.

Some economists are now talking about a “saucer-shaped”
downturn, which means we go down and we stay down at the
bottom for a while. If that starts to happen, we will have creeping
unemployment. There will be a rise in protectionist sentiment
and a rise of anti-immigration sentiment. If the U.S. economy is
not healthy, not only does it impact the economies of Mexico and
the Caribbean Basin, who are major exporters to the U.S., but it



also creates a protectionist sentiment in the United States. This
makes it very difficult for the Bush administration, and for all of us
who believe in free trade and economic integration, to put
together a coalition toward improved hemispheric relations. This
is because the American people then begin to say that
unemployment is rising, and all of these imports are coming in,
and immigrants are coming in, etc., etc. So, the health of the U.S.
economy is a critical push-away factor at this time. We will need to
get this resolved and hopefully make this a “V-shaped” type
upturn. I think it will be, and maybe toward the end of the year it
will begin to upturn again - but watch that curve.

Second, the economic and political troubles in the Andean Group
(Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela):

There is significant divergence in Latin American economic and
political performance. Again, the average is not representative
of central tendency, like we say in economics. We have the Andean
Group, which is in real trouble. This could lead to an eventual
“contagion” impact on the rest of the region, especially if the U.S.
economy remains “flat” for a longer period than currently
expected.

Mr. Castaneda, today I read in the Latin American news of El
Nuevo Herald, which 1 always read and think is terrific, that
President Hugo Chivez of Venezuela has decided that state banks
will not charge interest “to the poor.” This means they will get free
loans with no interest. He went to Saudi Arabia and he found out
that there is no interest on loans from banks in that country. But,
they do charge fees. The Sandinistas tried to do that. They gave
free loans with no interest and had hyperinflation. We all know
what happened in Nicaragua - it was ten years of tremendous
downturn. So, President Chévez is someone who worries me a lot
and I'm sure who worries a lot of you. He’s got a major economy
and is a major provider of petroleum to the United States, and he
is a key ally of the U.S. and is in a considerable position.
Leadership in Venezuela is what is needed, and I am a little
concerned about Mr. Chévez in power and some of the things he
is doing there. And of course, a lot of Venezuelan middle class
and professional groups are now here. You may have seen some of



the reporting that has called the Weston (Broward) area here the
“Westonzuela,” and the western Broward area, “Westernzuela.”
That may be good for Miami’s shortterm, in terms of people
coming in and buying condos and doing business here, but
certainly we need a healthy Venezuela to provide leadership in the
Andean Group.

Colombia’s civil war continues. Hopefully, President Pastrana will
be able to put things together with the assistance of the U.S. Itis
a serious issue. Again, many Colombians are now making Miami
their home. It is difficult to talk about free trade and open
markets and improved hemispheric relations with these problems
going on in this part of the world, in Colombia and in Venezuela
in the Andean Group.

In Peru, Fujimori had a golden chance to build the institutions of
democracy, and he blew it. He is now exiled in Japan. We don’t
know what is going to happen in Peru, which is a key Andean
Group and Pacific Rim country for us in the Americas.

In Ecuador, the process continues of public marches and counter-
marches. The tragedy of Ecuador, unfortunately, continues.

So, the Andean Group countries of Venezuela, Colombia, Peru
and Ecuador are in some serious trouble. If this continues it can
have a contagious effect on the rest of the Americas. If we have a
case of a significant U.S. downturn, as well as increased problems
in the Andean Group, then we will be talking about stabilization
policies throughout the region as opposed to free trade and
economic integration.

Third, there is only tepid support for free trade and bold Latin
American initiatives in the U.S. House of Representatives.

The so-called “People’s House,” in turn, reflects the opinion of
many U.S. citizens. In essence, the U.S. Hispanic community,
business groups, and key internationally-oriented states such as
Florida, Texas, California, and New York interested in improved
Latin American relations need to develop a comprehensive
grassroots campaign to inform Congress and citizens of the
importance of hemispheric relations, Trade Promotion Authority



(TPA) for the President to complete the FTAA, and funding
support for the World Bank, Inter-American Development Bank,
USAID, and others.

Fourth, protected industries in the U.S., Canada, and Latin
America are certainly not supportive of improved economic
relations:

There are “winners” and “losers” in free trade. Agriculture and
basic industries are a case in point. They are likely to resist efforts
at open markets. These are key industries that will require
significant worker adjustment assistance in order to gain their
support.

Fifth, many countries in Latin America have yet to foster
entrepreneurial capitalism, which could lead to a reversal of
liberal economic reforms in many nations:

We see popular opinion turning in countries such as Nicaragua,
Argentina, Venezuela, and others against free-market reforms.
This is due to the failure, that must be corrected, to implement
civil society measures leading to entrepreneurial capitalism and to
a growing standard of living for all citizens.

L SI

I believe that “pull” factors leading to steadily improving
US.-Latin American relations will “carry the day.” However,
there will continue to be “bumps and bruises” along
the way. We are currently in such a period, with soft economic
activity in the U.S. and
many  Latin American
economies. Therefore, the
U.S. Hispanic community
and its leadership need to
play a more active and
constructive  role  in
improving the tone and substance of hemispheric relations. U.S.
Hispanics, given their multicultural and multilingual capabilities,
can be key assets for enlightened U.S. policies toward the
emerging markets of the Americas.
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US. Hispanics, given their multicultural
and multilingual capabilities, can be key
assets for enlightened US. policies toward
the emerging markets of the Americas.
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ews coverage of Latin America, or the lack of covelage, is

an old topic of debate. Forty years ago, Senator Hubert

Humphrey, in a panel discussing this issue at the
Washington Press Club, also complained about the lack of interest
of the Latin American Press in America. Mr. Humphrey said:
“Looking at a list of foreign correspondents permanently assigned
to cover the White House and the State Department, I just found
one name: Carlos Castanda.”

I am Carlos “Castanda.”

Those were the days when James Reston, the respected editor and
columnist of The New York Times, used (o say, “Readers are able to
do what would be necessary for Latin America except read about
Latin America.”

And, at the peak of the Cold War and Vietnam, the then Secretary
of State, Henry Kissinger, alleged about Latin America, “Only
Brazil is important in that part of the World.”

Fortunately, times have changed. From the “exotic, erotic, and
chaotic” coverage, as a Brazilian colleague used to define the
American press newsgathering in Latin America, to what it is today,
there has been a tremendous improvement. Most of the American
correspondents covering the region speak Spanish and Portuguese,
or were born in a Latin American country, and they speak the
languages fluently. American correspondents have improved their
personal backgrounds and have a better knowledge of Latin
American politics and economic situations. This improvement has
given them a more independent point of view, and they do not



reflect in their stories the position of American diplomats or
businessmen, as it used to happen 15 to 20 years ago.

Although the square footage occupied by offices of the American
media in Latin America has dwindled, today more correspondents
are assigned to this area than in the early 1990’s. A legion of
stringers and contributors
are scattered in several

Fortunately, times have changed. countries  Brazil and
From the “exotic, erotic, and chaotic” Mexico are still the main
coverage, as a Brazilian colleague used focus of attention, but
to define the American press most of the media keep an
newsgathering in Latin America, to eye on Colombia,
what it is today, there has been a Venezuela, Chile, and
tremendous improvement. Argentina.

Unfortunately, the echo
left by the Reston statement regarding readers’ lack of interest still
resounds in many newsrooms. Most editors maintain a folkloric
vision of this hemisphere. They are only interested in
catastrophes, political violence, or drug traffic - these are the only
topics, according to them, that deserve headlines, news space, or
time in broadcasting networks. Also, readers have been nurtured
to keep old stereotypes about Latin American countries and their
people.

It is of utmost priority for the press to improve the quality of
newsgathering. Latin America deserves more attention. Editors
should understand how Latin American countries are becoming
political and trading partners of the United States. Mexico and
Canada are now the main commercial markets of the U.S.; Brazil
and Mexico are

among the 20 most ) .
important industrial They are only interested in catastrophes,

countries of the political violence, or drug traffic - these

world. And within are the only topics, according to them,

that deserve headlines, news space, or time
in broadcasting networks.
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ten years, as President
George Bush said
yesterday in a press



conference, a free trade zone should be working at full speed in
this hemisphere.

It is time for the Press t0 ...eeecececscesacscssccassscessscssssocsacsncccce
take a more humble
approach and listen to
what the Latin American
countries want to express
and understand their
political and economic
roles as partners of the
United States. It is
essential for readers and TV viewers to become aware of upcoming
international and commercial trends. Writers and editors should
be more immersed in understanding the different traditions and
cultures that surround us, as well as the political and economic
backgrounds of all
Latin American
countries. The press
should broaden its
vision to improve the

It is of utmost priority for the press to
improve the quality of newsgathering
Latin America deserves more attention.
Editors should understand how Latin
American countries are becoming political
and trading partners of the United States.
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It is time for the press to take a more humble
approach and listen to
what the Latin American countries
want to expresz and und.erst:imd their political perception of local
and economic roles as and regional events,
partners of the United States. with less bias and
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greater understanding
of everything that is involved — that is, the press should be more
“diverse.”

It is a challenge for the media on both sides of the hemisphere. If
we fail, the Internet will fill the vacuum.
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ENJAMIN SCAR GA
PROGRAM COORDINATOR, HisPANIC COUNCIL ON
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
The panelists recognize the importance and necessity of a future
Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), and increased ties with
our Latin American neighbors. The predilection to lead the
Western Hemisphere into a future of increased prosperity for all on
the basis of trade results from the undeniable recognition that
market economies, under the guidance of virtuous leaders, have
shown to be the strongest driver for human excellence. F ortunately,
there are myriad forms of capitalism, and these can be applied to all
sectors of society through increased hemispheric cooperation.

Such cooperation is inevitable as we embark on what , it is hoped,
will one day be referred to as “the Century of the Americas.” If we
in the United States, by virtue of being the economically strongest
and freest nation in the world, wish to expand our prosperity
beyond our borders for the benefit of not only ourselves, but also
of others, then it must be done under the responsible guidance of
our nation’s leaders. As was mentioned many times by the
panelists, U.S. Hispanics are in the unprecedented position to
help lead the United States, and the rest of the hemisphere, into
the new era. We are at the threshold of going from being key
participants in making the 20th century the “American Century”
to being the drivers of the Century of the Americas. In this new era
of globalization, facilitated by such fantastic technologies as the
Internet, cellular telephones, satellite-guided global positioning
systems, and Handheld Palm™ devices, we are reevaluating
the meanings of the words “distance,” “human connectivity,”
and “communication.” Never before have we been so
interdependent. Prepared U.S. Latinos, therefore, as well as
culturally sensitive non-Latinos, as Antonio Villamil said, are
needed to make this transition peaceful in the Americas.

Each of the panelists described key necessities for making
this a venerable Century of the Americas. Frank Gémez rightly



stated that “the re-affirmation of democratic principles, the
strengthening of still fragile democratic institutions transparency
in governance and business, and addressing the plight of the less
fortunate are mutually dependent, interrelated issues that are
essential to continued progress and hemispheric cooperation ”

Remedios Diaz Oliver highlighted the crucial importance of a
healthy political environment by affirming that “economic growth
is a direct result of political stability.”

Ambassador Ambler Moss expressed the geopolitical significance
of the U.S. President having fast-track authority, or what is now
called Trade Promotion Authority (TPA), by noting that “when the
Latin American trade negotiators see the U.S. coming along
without fast-track authority, it undermines the credibility of this
country enormously.”

Antonio Villamil highlighted the distinctive “push” and “pull”
factors forcing the hemisphere’s economies. He concluded with
the belief that the pull factors will lead to “steadily improving U.S.-
Latin American relations,” and cited NAFTA and the new U.S. and
Mexican administrations as examples.

Carlos Castaiieda spoke of the increasingly-qualified journalists who
cover Latin America, and recognized that improved coverage is a
“challenge for the media on both sides of the hemisphere.” He said
the media must become more “diverse” and go beyond the limited
coverage of “catastrophes, political violence, [and] drug traffic.”

There are certain aspects that each of the panelists’ visions share,
including 1) the importance and value of the FTAA, 2) the value
of U.S. Hispanics in relations with the rest of the Americas, and 3)
the inevitable movement toward increased hemispheric
interdependence and the need to harness the future of social,
political, and economic relations.

As we begin this new Century of the Americas, let us take heed of
the valuable insight and recommendations these recognized
leaders have provided, and promote U.S. Latino leadership for
responsible increased hemispheric cooperation for future
generations.
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