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1. INTRODUCTION

Drip irrigation is the most efficient method of irrigation because
it applies water only to the plant root zone, where it is most
beneficial. A simplified low-cost version of drip irrigation has
been developed in Nepal and is called “Simple Drip Irrigation.”
For the past several years this technology has been successfully
used to irrigate both winter and spring vegetable crops by
thousands of farmers in the hill region of Nepal.

However, despite its simple design, information is still required
for correct installation of the system. Therefore, this booklet
serves as a step by step installation guideline for a variety of
layouts of a VERY SMALL sized system, which irrigates 90m

also includes important operation and management techniques.

It is expected that these guidelines will be useful for lead
farmers and field technicians to understand drip irrigation
systems and enable them to assist farmers in correct installation
and operation.

2. BENEFITS AND LIMITATIONS

Drip irrigation has number of advantages over other methods of
irrigation. Even with a small volume of water ef

is possible because water losses due to deep percolation and
evaporation are very low. Unlike flood irrigation, with drip
irrigation the entire plot is not wet, which drastically reduces
weed growth. It is also possible to apply fertilizer with the
irrigation water through the drip system. Because of these
characteristics substantial water, labor and time are saved and
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