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Nearly 56,000 children in 
Swaziland have lost at 
least one parent to AIDS. 
 

 
A house built for three young sisters 
by the Cabrini Ministries in rural 
Swaziland. On the first day the mission 
opened its doors to provide services to 
orphans, 98 local children showed up 
requesting food and care. 
 
 
 
Since 2002, Swaziland has 
received more than $70 million 
from the Global Fund to stop the 
spread of HIV and to provide 
care to individuals and families—
including orphans and vulnerable 
children—living with HIV & AIDS. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kingdom of Swaziland has one of the highest rates of HIV 
infection in the world: about 1 in 3 adults live with HIV or AIDS. 
In some parts of rural Swaziland upward of 80 percent of 
people may have HIV. 
 
Thanks to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria, Swaziland has received more than $70 million to 
reduce the incidence of HIV and to alleviate the effects of the 
disease on individuals, families, and communities. As a result, 
fewer people are now dying because they are receiving life-
saving antiretroviral drugs to prevent HIV from turning into 
AIDS. Still, the epidemic has left massive social disruptions in 
its wake, including roughly 56,000 Swazi children who have 
lost either one or both parents to AIDS. 
 
It is through this lens that the USAID-funded Grant 
Management Solutions (GMS) project worked with Swaziland’s 
National Emergency Response Council on HIV/AIDS 
(NERCHA) to direct the nation’s Global Fund grants beyond 
the simple purchase and distribution of antiretroviral drugs to 
people living with HIV. With financial management help from 
the GMS project, NERCHA has redirected some of its Global 
Fund grant money toward organizations that can provide direct 
services to Swaziland’s orphans and vulnerable children. 
 
The Cabrini Ministries in southern Swaziland, for example, is 
using some of Swaziland’s Global Fund grant money to house 
hundreds of orphans and their extended families in nearby 
homesteads. Not only is Global Fund grant money used to 
purchase drugs, medical supplies, and other treatment 
services, it is also used to build basic one- and two-room 
shelters for orphans and their guardians who otherwise would 
have no place to live. Thanks to Global Fund grants and 
innovative refinancing ideas, many Swazi orphans now have 
one less burden to carry. 
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