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Ty Wood Recalls 'Sense of Overwhelming Tragedy’

was the only country thet had the re.-
sources f{o do the job, But it bacame in-
creasingly clenr that the T.S. Congress
would not ngree to supply the many bil-
lions of dollars cequired to help Europe
to its feet through UNRRA because,
while wa supplied the great bulk of its
resourees, we could be outvoted by the
regeiving nations in the Council”

General Marshall, completing a mis-
#itn 0 China, had been appointed Secre-
tary of Stnte early in 1847, In March, he
attended a meeting in Moscow with the
foreign ministers of Great Britain,
Frence and Russia to try to find o solu-
tion. The meeting failed. This, on top of
a stormy interview with Stalin, plus his
personal observation of what was hap-
pening in Europs, convinced Ganeral
Marshol! that something new and drastic
was needed.

Top Priority to Enrope

He returned to the United States nnd
immediately gave top priority to the sit-
uation in Europe. He instrueted the re-
cently  estahlished Policy Planning
Group, headed by George Eennan, to

make 5 speedy but intersive study of the
problem and how it might be allevieted.
Whatever would be the result, it was
agreed, it would not be another UNRRA-
type operation,

Time was of the essonce. Secretary
Marshall, with the support of Presideat
Truman, decided that the United States
would make a proposal for a massive
self-heip assistamee program,

The next consideration was how, when
and where the proposal ghoulé be made,
Seeretary Marahall deeided i would be o
speech. Undersecratary Denn Acheson
delivered a “prologue” address at Cleve-
land, Miss., in early May, He outlined the
problern in Eurgpe and warned that
nothing short of massive aid could salve
it

Genezrnl Marshall’s speech, it was felt,
could not follow too closely, but it must
be soon. There were three dutes consi-
dered, ell of them university commenece-
ments. The first wos ab the University of
Wisconsin in lote May, but it was felt
this was ioo soon, Two essential reports
—-one from Mr. Kennan, the other from,
Mr, Clayton—had not yet been evalunted.
There was anether date at Amherst in
mid-JTune, This was too late; the situa-

tion in Eurcpe was deteriorating rapidly.
Tho third date considered was June b
at Harvard. It seemed just right. Under-
gacretary Acheson, however, oppoascd
meking such an important pronounce-
ment at commencement. No one, he sald,
pays attention to a commencement
speech. General Marghall decided, how-
ever, thef this waz the best ond moat
timely opportunity nvailable,

He accepted Harvard President James
B. Conant’s invitation to mecelve an hon-
orary degree. He seid he would deliver
o few remorks nccepting the degree, and
“perhaps & little more”.

The “little more”, Mr. Waod recalled,
not only Iaid the basis for what was to
becoine the Marshall Plan, but was also
the foundation on which furture aid pro-

- grams would be based, Ha noted one par-

tieular passage from the speech that
could be applied to AID pelicies today.

“It is logical,” BSecretary Marshall
suid, “that the United States should deo
whalever it is able 0 do . . . Our policy
is directed not against any country or
docirine but against hunger, poverty,
desperation and chnos.”

One part of the Marshall speech per-
tnined to Russia, although the country
was not mentioned by name,

Two Schools of Thought,

“Tt culminated from two seheols of
thought,” Mr. Wood said. “Ons school
feltk we shouldn't invite the Russians to
join in—they'd only obstruet operation
of the program. The other school seid,
‘Let’s invite them. Take o chance that
they might be willing to kelp.’”

Secretary Marshall agreed with the
second line of thought, but also felt a
WOrning wes necessary.

“Any government that is willing to
assist in the task of recovery will find
full cooperation . , . on the part of the
United States Government,” he seid in
the speech. “Any government which
maneuvers to bleck the recovery of ether

countries cannot expect help from ug . , .
Governments, political partics, or groups
which seck to perpetunte human misery -
in erder to profit therefrom politically or
otherwise will enccunter the oppositiom,
of the United States,”

One of the most signifieant sspeets of
the Marshall proposal—the requirement
that it be a joint Europenn plan—was
contained in this part of the speech:

“It would be neither fitting nor effi-
cacious for this Government to under-
take fo draw up unilaterally a program

designed to place Europe on its fect
economienlly. Thig is the business of the
Europeans, The inltiative, I think, must
eomo from Eurepe, The role of this coun-
try should consist of friendly aid in the
drafting of a Buropean progrem and of
leter support of sieh a program so far
8g it may be practienl for us ta do so,
The program should be a joint one,
agreed to by a nurber, if not all
Furopean nations,”

According to Mr, Wood, *the thought

here wae that the Eurgpenns, with their

advanced civillzation and thebr intelli.
gent scientifie and industrial accomplish-
ments, had the competenca'to plan and
earry oub such a program, They could
make e betler proposal than the United
States eguid,”

The Europeans reacted fmat to the
speech, Within three weeks the foreign
ministers of Great Britain, France and
Russia were meeting in Paris, but Russla
soon pulled out, Sixteen mnations, how-
ever, joined in preparing s proposal that
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MARSHALL SPEECH ANNIVERSARY
Strong Public Support Given Plan

(Continued from page 5)
sommer and cn September 22, the
newly formed Committee of Euro-
pean FEeconomic Cooperntion pre-
sented to the United States n re-
port outlining a four-yesr program
for economic recovery in the par-
ticipating countrles and western
Germany, then undaer United
States-British-French military eon-
trol. '

“The responde from Europe aur-
prised many people,” Mr, Wood
recalled, “The courags and energy
of the leaders was striking and was
greatly admired.

“General Marshall in his speech
had lett the door open for the
Rugsfang, and meany of us hoped
Russia +would come in. Their
sullen and hostile response was a
ghoeking dizappoinément.”

Mr. Wood noled that tha Mar-
shall proposal had a profound im-
pact on the American people as
well as the Europeans.

“Most notable,” he said, *wag
the understanding and support
which developed in ths United
States, Of course, it wes dromatic
nnd easy £o understand the crisis,
But it also was the result of wise
artions on the part of the Presi-
dent, leaders in the Adminisbration
and Congress,

“As an excmple, less than three
weeks pfter the speech, President
Truman appointed two committecy
headed by Secretary of Commercs
Avarall Harriman and Secrotory of
the Interior Juliva Krug. 'They
studied the ways in which we could
provide assistance, and the ra-
aourced on which we could draw.
A littla later, the Foreign Affnirs
Commitlee of the Housc of Rapre-
gentatives set up its own committee
to look into Genernl Mershall’s pro-
posnl, A coneiderable nmumber of
the members went to Burope under
the leadership of Christian Herter
—later to hetome Secretary of

to Aid War-Ravaged Europe

State—io see the situation ot firat
hand. The report of thia committea
was an important centribution to
public and Congressiono! under-
standing,

Bipartisan Eiffort

This report and those of the
cther committees wers discusead all
over the country, Gencrnl Marshall
consulted eontinuously witk Sens.
fors Arthur H. Vendenberg (R~
Mich.) and Tom Connally (D-Tex.),
and Rep, Chorles A. Eaton (R-
N.J.}, who headed the House
Foreign Affairs Commitltee. It wan
a8 wholly bipartisan effort.

Mr. Wood noted that out of the
discussions grew a number of
citizen orgenizations which were
infhiential in support of tha pro-
posal. There was, of couree, strong
opposition to the Marshall Plan, os
it was labeled hy everyone, but the
advocates were more organized and
nctive than the opponents. Many of

these early backers such as the
AFI-GIO, A&merican Legion, Veter-
ens of Poreitn Wars, Federal
Council of Churches and League of
Women Voters have remained
pteadfast in support of foreign aid
throughout the years,

“This was a remarksble educa-
tional effort,” Mr. Wood said: “The
reault was an understanding of the
need to do something, and the de-
valopment of a sense of unity and
common purpose which I wish we
could reereate in America today.”

Buf, while hope for rescue was
rekindicd by the Marshell speech
and statesmen acted with unac-
customed speed, Europe's situation
grew worse In 1947, A eevers
drought deepenad the distrezs. A
new crisis  impended, Recause
Congress was not in session, Propi-
dent Trumsan celled a apecial sea-
gion in November to provide in-
terfm aid. A Bill appropriating
$500 million in emergency assist-

znea for France, [taly and Austris
wag passed, Mr, Wood hecama In-
volved in thiz program.

ECA Formed

Then, when the Eurapean HKecov-
ery Program bill went to Congress
in January 1948, Mr. Wood served
as an advisor on the Congressional
presantation. The hill passed in
April. The Economie Cooperation
Administration was formmed with
Paul Hoffman ng its head, and the
Muarshail Plan hecame operational,

Mr. 'Wood handled Congresslonal’
relntiona untll 1960, when he went
to Europs a3 deputy special repre-
gentative, and began the long merien
of assipnments that have faken
him around the werld under the
voricus agencies that gucceeded the
ECA.

“Thay’ve &ll been echallenges,”
Mr. Wood remembers, “but the one
we faced in 1947 ean never ba for-
gotten.”

Alexanderine Shuler, Bditor
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