CyberSonghai:
Mushrooms on the
Internet

* We grow these mushroo ns n dried paln
leaves,” the young Atrican microbiologst 1ys
His laboratory posc behies the smiling p 1de that
lluminatcs the grecnhouse, hept cool under the
shade of Acacia trec  There 1s a rovolution going
on in West Afri a It rural Its sustainable

And now 1t’s online

What do mushrooms and palm leaves have to do
with revolution and ¢ ber pace?

The Information Economy 1s a double edged
sword for Atrica and much of the devdloping
wotld  Developing countries are condemned o
technological pre history 1f they do not adop
computer and ncework technologies 1o ofen
they also face hifhi ulues of they do The batancc
of trade 1 informatton so favors the induserial
North that oncc connected, tradittonal cultwes
pracuces ind institutions can be ome imperiled
by the Internet yuggernaut

Not so i Benmn Wese Afncat The Songhai
Center has partnered with Tearnl ink to turn
Damodes’ sword mto a plowsharc With
guidance support and techmical as 1 6 onee trom
USAID s Global Communicanions u d carning
Systemes intnacive Africas cldebrated zero
emission rescarch msttute 15 bout o go digital
I he Songh u Center will now bring th
knowledge and skills of 1ts amaan » agn ulural
ceologsts to West Atrica, the conan neand the
world

I hiree CyberSonghar Communicy
Learuing Centers (C1Cs) are
being cstablished 1n Porto Novo
Pirakou and Savalou in B nin
Lcarn mk consultant Richard
Fuchs, who recantly raarned
from 1 technical assistance
mission to Benm, refer o th

I CsatSonghai as 2 inko’
with an informtion, commun
cations and cducwion . treude

Fhe CLCs will e operanional in
ayear, tter which they will
davdop an Inc et based

distance education progrim 1o R

reach out to learners i Aftr a and 4
[

throughout the world | ike

evarything dhse thacgoe onatdhe -

Songhai Center, the |oswillh ¢

bsed on 1 sustamable finanenl
plan

Lhe Foand ink consuleae who
oprates 1digiatb ine sfroma
rural island on the Adant— oast
of Canad is impressed by v hat
1s happaung ar Scngha - Fwe progran
worh d with rlecenters aind

ClCsonaany conun at Wha happ ning ar
the Songhar Centerisspeenl The v gora
dynamic an | progres iv orgam avon a talented
nd scasoned sup port i aFaarnlink, and
amazing commitment nd ntdlectnl uro ity

ardF

Messien s Moustapha and [ eonce (left 10 11¢ht) chat over coffee and
iptop M Moustapha 1s th coordim a1 of the Cyb 1 Songhai CILC 1
Sadow il M1 on s th ovrcall o ndmator of th Cyber Songh o

The Songhu cnter represents the awakening,
of nenardy new vncultur il revolutton on
thaes sustamable reproducibl and remarkable
I he balance of trade in informiat on just got a bie
farrer « nd morc halinced



LearnLink’s CyberSalon Presentation Series

In early November, LearnLink will host its ninth CyberSalon. Frank Odasz, noted teacher
educator and popular speaker on building.online learning communities, will lead a lively
discussion on “Empowerment through Self-Directed, Web-Based Learning,” with a focus on

practical application.

The CyberSalon will be held at AED's National Demonstration Laboratory.

A leader in developing rural community technology centers, Odasz has authored dozens of
articles on distance education and communication. He served as a teacher educator for 13
years in Dillon, Montana, and from 1988 to 1998 directed the Big Sky Telegraph Network. Now
president of Lone Eagle Consulting, Frank travels extensively presenting state-of-the art Internet

workshops for educators.

LearnLink's ongoing CyberSalon presentation series fealures internationally known speakers
specializing in the use of modern communications technologies to foster social and economic

development.

For more information about this and previous CyberSalon events, visit our Web site at

www.aed.org/leamlink.

Implementing
the Presidential
Initiative in Haiti

The Haiuan Internet Service Provider (ISP)
indusery is dynamic but young and small.
Currently, chere are no more than eight
telephone lines per thousand citizens in Haiti,
compared to an average of 65 per thousand
throughout Latin America and the Caribbean.
Penetration of telecommunications services to
secondary cities and rural areas is extremely
scarce.

In keeping with the Presidential Initiative on
Internet Economic Development, LearnbLink's
newest Task Order aims to increase access to
communication and e-commerce in Haiti
through improved, expanded Internet services.
Coneributing to USAID/Haiti’s Strategic
Objective 1o reduce poverty, this activity is
designed to support economic growth and
increased human resource capacity. Access to
communication will be improved by reinforcing
the technical capabilities of 1SPs to expand
geographically and by creating community-based
information and communication centers
(telecenters) in key cities.

Telecenters are secure sites with workstations
connected to the Internet where individuals may
go to learn about and use email, the Internet and
instructional technologies. Fees arc usually
charged to sustain the center’s operation, with
advertising and outreach conducted to bring in

potential clients. A small telecenter with up to
10 nerworked workstations connected to the
Internet can provide a community with
unprecedented access to information,
communication and training scrvices.

In Haiti, the centers are viewed as

m Spearhead the process leading to the creation
of Community-Based Information and Commu
nication Centers (Telecenters) in secondary ciues

I'he project will focus on achieving the following
results:

B Incernet access will be more available through
out the country as a result of improved capacity
among Hawian ISPs

B A minimum of three telecenters will be
established and operaung

B Telecenter staft will have received training to
operate and maineain the facilicy

B [clecenter staft will be crained in the use of the
help-desk to be made available through this

activity

B Communities surrounding telecenters will
have received training in computer use and
Internet navigation

B Scaff will be trained to use the new and
manage the equipment

The Haiti [SP Access program 1s part of the
Presidential Initiative for Economic Develop-
ment (IED) Strategy for Haiti.
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Using
Technology to
Train Teachers
in Morocco

Moroceo has tweney-seven million people, over a
third of whom are under 15 years of age. Italso
has a population that is expected to double in 30
years, an adult literacy rate of less than 50
percent, and a 22 percent school enrollment rate

for rural girls, 40 percent of whom drop out
before the fifch year.

Supporting the Ministry of National Education’s
efforts to improve primary education, LearnLink
will implement the Computer Assisted Teacher
Training (CATT) project funded by USAID/
Rabat. CATT aims to strengthen teacher
training and support capacities in five Moroccan
provinces—Sidi Kacem, Quarzazate, Errachidia,
Al-Hoceima and Fssaouira. Working within the
Centre de Formation des Instituteurs (CFls or
teacher training institutes) in each province, the
project has four primary objectives:

mproviding CFls with learning technologies and
appropriate pre- and in-service training in their
use;

B developing communications networks that
facilitate the work of the teacher trainees, the
trainers and the inspectors, as well as collaboration
and information sharing among pecrs across the
provinces,

® building local education technology capacity
through the development of frameworks for
“Master Information Teachers,” who will sustain
local development of learning technologies; and

® contributing to national policy discussions on
the use of learning technologies in education.

LearnLink will leverage the potential of available,

fow-cost, clectronic neeworking technologies to
create dynamic learning environments that will
encourage Morocean teachers, trainers and
Ministry staft t engage in substantive collaboration.

g 7S
3—7—53’——'8;' Spain
1Comi
= ¢
—Centa (Spain)
Tangiers Tatouan
o AHogeima :Meillia (Spa
hechaouene Nador
*Quezzane Oujdas
2bou  sTacunate fagurint
R;gaﬁ{m'SI ol
ale eFés
Casabl Kheénjss;x- *Meknd M
Atlantic asablancas” # Ben Slimane
Bl dadidde™\ Settat Azrou #Boulemane
Khourbgas .Qued gKkRenitra
Ocean Gem o7 2 Midelt  Bou Arfas
~Safe ~8% B peni Mellal Eenl
L el Kelad EoRa Quic
des Sra ~
Essaoura  Marakech
Ouarzazate
Agagdire = Tatoudaut /
Morocco
Tanite Tha T
Sidi lfnie -
Tan-Tans e Algeria
2. Tarfaya
' 3 www.excite.com/travel

Much of the training and project monitoning will
be done via the World Wide Web, and Internet-
teleconferencing software will be introduced in
cach of the CFIs to facilitate interaction with
advisors.

The CATT project will support the Ministry’s
initiative to mtroduce the use of computers
throughout the education system by 2008. By
using technology in their own training, teachers
will be better able to prepare their students for

computer use in the classroom.

LTNet Receives Extension through September 2000

USAID has awarded LeamnLink an additional year.of funding for the U.S./Brazil Learning
Technologies Network (LTNet) program. This will allow LTNet's staff to continue and expand
program activities.

A low-graphics version of the LTNet web site (www.LTNet.org) will be launched soon to help
people with limited or slow Internet access to make the best use of the site. In addition; to
enable the many teachers in Brazil without access to the Intemet to use LTNet's resources; a
“portable” version of the site on a CD-ROM will be available for distribution by the end of the
year. Anyone with a computer that has a CD-ROM drive will be able to browse the LTNet web
site and about 80 percent of its resources without being connected to the Internet.

In mid-November, LTNet will convene a half-day roundtable on the challenge of integrating the
interactivity of the Web wilh educational television. A group of education media specialists from
Brazil will meet with counterparts from major U.S. educational television organizations to
compare strategies.

In an effort to ensure the sustainability of LTNet beyond USAID funding, a sustainability strategy
and business plan is being prepared for April 2000. It will explore a mix of approaches from
corporale sponsorship, user fees, foundation support and government grants to enable the
program to expand and grow.



Amic@s for the People

Ihe Muniapality of Asuncion Paraguy, with
teel nical asastance from Learnl w kar d hundin g
from USAID, has nearly completed its goal of
estabhishing 12 Community I carning Centers
(CI Cs) throughout the cicy. T ocally, the CLCs
are affectionately known as amic@;, or anlas
munuapales de informacion, comumicacién y
aprendizaje looscly transhited as municipal
classrooms for informauon, communication and
learning, and are a play on the word amiga’in
Spantsh, which means friend

| he two newest @mic@s Hp n d i S ptember,
therr inauguration cerumonte attricting the local
press as welt as the usual cronds of iy officials
and local restdents, someti ne numb  ng inth
hundreds.

Amic @ labla la Nuera is housed m  atholic
Churdh in a poor urban naghborhood on the
banks of the Riv ¢ Patana where an elderly bue

nthusiastic nun runs the show for orphans ind
ju il -d honquents

muc @ Tacumbuislo ated i a publi school
nar the countrys largest prison A large numb
of org iz ations and agendies the chu ch, pols
milicary, s hocland muniapaliy cooperiee
the cant s mamgement

A wotal of ninc anerc @y are now operiung wild
three more scheduled to open hefore the end of
May 2000 Read nts of amic @ ncighborhoccs
us* the bty for computer traiming. mail
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