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Ghazala Gola, Minister for Women
Development in Pakistan's largest
southwestern province-
Balochistan, Ghazala Gola, is an
active member of GEP National
Advisory Forum (NAF). She was
elected to Balochistan assembly in
2008. Ever since assuming her
office as Minister for Women
Development, Gola has been
instrumental in putting forward
women's equitable rights agenda
that women have been pursuing in
Pakistan. We talk to Ghazala Gola,
who has been engaged with NAF
from Balochistan.

You have been an active
member of National
Advisory Forum (NAF), of
Gender Equity Program
(GEP). How do you see the
Gender Equity Program?

For me it is an honor that | am a
member of this forum of GEP from
Balochistan. GEP is an important
platform that not only talks about
gender equality but takes up
matters to process at higher levels.
| view it as a very positive giant
step in the right direction.

What role has NAF been
playing in bringing women
issues on the national level?
NAF not only consists of
parliamentarians but also enjoys
benediction of media, judiciary, and
members of civil society. Most of the
forum's members are women, who
discuss issues related to women
empowerment. At NAF, we don't
impose decisions; debate is rather
encouraged, in a more democratic way
through which consultation process is
taken forward. At national level, we
discuss all the important issues that



we cannot do anywhere else. Our views are heard
and given due consideration. After the process of
debate, we get concrete ideas.We aim to take up
these ideas to parliament for legislation.

What are the impediments towards women
development in Balochistan?

Women face a great deal of hardships in Balochistan
starting from lack of access to education, health issues,
clean water, and poverty. During natural calamities, like
floods, women are the worst sufferers compared to
their male counterparts.We witnessed their
helplessness during the latest floods.VWWomen had to
look after not only the reconstruction of their homes
but take care of their suffering kids as well. As a
whole, they share a great amount of responsibilities.
They lack accepted awareness on many issues vital to
their well being. They're deprived when it comes to
facilities and privileges. | believe that a woman can
only be empowered, if she gets economic
independence and control over her resources. If she
has money, she can accomplish many a things and in
return family will also recognize her contributions.

Lately GEP has started strengthening and
improving a number of Women Crisis
Centers in all provinces of Pakistan. How has
this funding helped the center in Quetta?

We acquired the building for Women Crisis Center in
Quetta from government. It was a three -story
building, in an awful shape.VVe did some renovation
using MPA funds to make it functional. | got ground
floor renovated through my own MPA funds but we
did not have proper washrooms on the second floor.
Water was not accessible in the washrooms, pipelines
were needed for that.We lacked funds for the much-
needed renovation that the Women Crisis Center in
Quetta deserved. Even the women displaced due to
the floods were lodged there for more than a year.
We are thankful to USAID-funded GEP for funding us
on that much needed front.We did not have any
kitchen facility at the center.Washrooms were
reconstructed or rather rehabilitated with proper
drainage system. Some other renovations have also
been done. Like some of the doors and windows
were broken.They are repaired using GEP funds.
These were some of the basic needs of the center's
residents, and largely fulfilled with the help of GEP
funds.

You're a vocal member of NAF on women's

issues in Balochistan. How do you see Aurat
Foundation's (AF) role in promoting
women's rights in your province?

Well, | think Aurat Foundation has been a principal
platform as far as struggle for women rights is
concerned.When | joined politics in Balochistan, | had
not heard about NGOs and their working at all in
that part of the country.We came to know about AF
later and started attending its programs related to
women and politics.We can proudly say that our
female legislators, members of national commission
and those elected through local government, we all
were accorded AF's platform to further our agenda.

What is your opinion on recent acts of
legislation against acid throwing and anti
women practices?

Violence is not accepted in any civilized society. It
denies the core idea of human existence.The bill
against heinous crimes like acid throwing is a very
positive development. At provincial levels, we would
like to incorporate this development in our regions
because it is the issue of Pakistani women. Balochistan
is the region marked by the tribal setup.VWomen's
issues are not given much importance however there
are few positive developments as well.We are 12
female parliamentarians in Balochistan assembly.
Balochistan government has nominated a female
representative for the National Commission on the
Status of Women.Women are coming forward in
other departments as well.VWWe have women's
development department, having a female additional
secretary. The department will soon have a female
director as well. Having women at key posts reduces
the complications.We will raise these issues at
provincial level, and try to introduce these bills in
Balochistan assembly.

How would you place GEP as an initiative in
the country's development sector?

We are pleased to have GEP. This program deals with
issue at national level, without bearing any political
influence or supporting any particular group. Aurat
Foundation joins hands with a variety of people.They
are transparent and share everything with their
members. This kind of organization should get more
funding so that they can work in the provinces
particularly on gender equity.



National Advisory Forum (NAF) has exceeded its
expectations to act as a national level body to
spearhead the Gender Equity Program (GEP).The
Government of Pakistan is constitutionally
mandated to take steps to ensure gender equality
and the advancement of women. NAF's main role
is to provide broad policy guidelines to GEP and
align it with Government of Pakistan's gender
commitment, including international commitments.

In just one year, NAF has gone beyond this
mandate and has been successful in creating a high
degree of ownership and understanding among the
various stakeholders on gender issues in Pakistan.
At the beginning of the program, Aurat

“l pay rich tributes to the GEP forum for
taking solid steps to safeguard the

rights and duties of womenfolk in this
male dominated society.”

Sadia Danish
Adviser to the Chief Minister of GB &
Member

Foundation faced a critical challenge in garnering
support and ownership amongst the highest
Government and Non-Government entities for
the Gender Equity Program.Through NAF it has
been successful in building confidence among both
the citizens as well as the Government on gender
issues.

Funding for women's rights had been marginalized

therefore GEP with its volume of funding is critical.

Enormous capacities exist outside the government
and we need to harness these capacities

The participation and commitment of top
government representatives in the bi-annual NAF
meetings has demonstrated the effectiveness of
NAF's role in bringing together the key
stakeholders working for gender equality. Ms
Shahnaz Wazir Ali, Member of National Assembly

and Special Assistant to the Prime Minister, is the
permanent Chair of NAFE NAF's members are an
eclectic and dynamic group comprised of all
provincial and federal ministers dealing with
women issues, representatives from the
Parliamentary Women's Caucus, minority leaders,
and personalities from academia, legal women
rights specialists and the media. NAF also works in
close collaboration with the National Commission
on the Status of Women. The Commission's
Chairperson, Ms Anis Haroon, has also accepted
membership of the Forum and provides valuable
support and input.

NAF has a strong relationship of trust with the

provincial and federal governments and is well-
placed to initiate discussion and action on
concerns regarding women's rights issues. No
other forum exists which provides a platform to
discuss gaps in gender policies and exchange
constructive ideas to strengthen respective
provincial departments. NAF allowed participants
to discuss various concerns regarding devolution,
strengthened on-going engagement with GEP and
further aligned the program with the broader
national gender policy issues in the country.

NAF Advocates for Mother's Names on CNICs in
Pakistan The success of NAF can also be seen by
how it has evolved outside of GEP, advocating for
various gender issues. The second NAF meeting
raised an interesting issue of including mother's
names on the Computerised National Identity
Cards (CNIC) in Pakistan. All NAF members



Islamabad July 30, 201 |:(Left to Right) Members of NAF Justice (R) Majida Rizvi, Ghazala Gola,
Minister for Women Development Balochistan, Togeer Fatima Bhutto, Minister for Women
Development Sindh, Sitara Ayaz, Minister for Women Development KPK, Shehnaz Wazir Ali, Special
assistant to the Prime Minister and Chairperson NAF and Kamran Michal, Minister for Women

Development Punjab

concurred on the importance of giving women
identity and vowed to strive towards formalizing the
acceptance of women's identity in the country.The
NAF members have decided to start working at the
grassroots level through social mobilization to garner
support for this mission.They expressed their
willingness to launch an advocacy campaign with help

from civil society and through engaging with
provincial legislatures and policy makers to push
legislation on including mother's name on the CNIC.
Ibtesam H.Qaisrani




Gender Equity Program (GEP) was in its nascent stage
when heavy monsoon rains in July 2010 triggered the
worst floods for decades in Pakistan. Across the
country, nearly 20 million people were affected; at
least 1,500 were killed, millions were rendered
homeless, and many more gone missing. Roads and
communication networks were destroyed all along the
Indus and Kabul rivers.

GEP felt its obligation towards the disaster and
decided to contribute its share.VWomen were deeply
affected by the crisis. Not only were they looking after
their families but were also engaged in other domestic
chores, such as fetching water from far-flung areas,
made more cumbersome in the post-flood days.

With floods, Pakistan also faced a public health
emergency. Poor hygienic conditions, scarcity of safe
drinking water, little or no access to healthcare
services, poorly maintained toilets, and cramped and
crowded shelters; all increased the potential for
contracting and spreading diseases among the
displaced communities.

Contaminated water and food rationing turned out to
be a deadly combination for many children, pregnant
and nursing women. Such a devastating flood and its
aftermaths accentuated the need of some crucial
interventions to ease the unbearable burden of life for
the affected population in post-flood days.

Realizing the magnitude of the floods and its wide-
ranging implications, GEP launched its first grant cycle
Rapid Response, in the first quarter of 201 1. Aimed at
alleviating some of the effects of devastating floods on
women, the first grant cycle saw |6 rapid response
sub-grants going to small organizations across the
flood-affectedareas in Pakistan.

During first grant cycle of GEP, six sub-grants were
awarded to small organizations for restoring water
supply schemes in flood-affected areas.These grants
were given to six organizations; one in Sindh and
Balochistan and two in Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa and
Punjab each.These committees not only raised
awareness about use of safe water but also monitored
the progress of the restoration of hand pumps.
Women-friendly water supply schemes were useful for
women to save their time and energy.

Poor sanitation and hygiene causes many health
problems in Pakistan. According to the World Health
Organization (WHO), an estimated 97,900 people die
every year due to poor water and sanitation in
Pakistan. Floods further aggravated the situation on
the very front.

Through this intervention, 200 hand pumps and 55
completely or partially damaged wells were restored
to function. GEP reached 35 communities and
conducted 89 trainings sessions for women on safe
drinking water practices and hygiene.

Jamzadi, a 44-yeard-old
resident of the village
Kareemdad Lund, recalls
the floods that damaged
several houses including
hers, while destroying
agricultural crops and
killing livestock.“When we
returned to our village
from temporary shelters, we found living more
miserable as the only source of water in the shape
of a hand pump was also destroyed.”

Jamzadi and other women in village Kareemdad

Lund had to travel 2-3 km to fetch drinking water
from afar hand pump several times every day.Their
situation improved after Goth Sudhar Sangat Sindh
(GSSS), under the USAID-Gender Equity Program
restored water supply in their village through hand
pumps. But for last six months she didn't have to
do such a hard work as the project finally served
up the villagers with restored water supply
through hand pump.

“Since the people lack awareness regarding health
and hygiene, it was important to involve the
community members including women, to be part
of the USAID-supported intervention,” a GEP
team member in district Barkhan in Balochistan
observed.“Formation of water users committees
in small towns created ownership of the project.”




Mouza Waan Patafi of Basti Gamhon, in district Muzaffargarh of Punjab,
was replete with many issues related to poor hygiene, water shortage and
contamination. GEP awarded the grant to Friends Foundation through
USAID to work on water purification, sanitation and hygiene promotion
in the same flood-affected area.

Nasra Batool, a school teacher by profession, was enrolled along with
many other women for the GEP health and hygiene training. She learnt
small measures to prevent imminent health related catastrophic situations
in a community set-up coping with the post-flood impediments.

“When | returned to my neighborhood, | shared the same learning with my students and
teachers. | conducted demonstrations for teachers and students.We all started working on
hygiene and safe drinking water.They all went out and conducted similar demonstrations for the
flood affected families in the village,. Our community is thankful for USAID support, we
acknowledge their efforts. ” maintained Nasra.

A boy helps his younger
brother to have shower
from the waterpump, in
Muzaffargarh.Water
pump is part of the
restoration of water
supplies project, in
flood-affected areas,
executed by USAID
supported Gender
Equity Program.



GEP Monitoring and Evaluation

Grant Close Out Visits:

A total of 8 grant close out visits were conducted in the last quarter by
GEP teams across all provinces. Purpose of these visits was to ascertain
the extent to which all deliverables have been completed along with
presence of relevant and authentic documentation. Similar scrutiny was
made of the financial records of sub grantees.The chart gives regional
breakup of grant close out visits during the quarter.

Mehr Nosherwani conducts the Focused Group Discussion (FGD) in Karachi.This FGD
is part of the data collection for National Baseline. Applied Economic Research Center
(AERC) is conducting a national baseline survey covering three GEP objectives and
providing data on the status of women in Pakistan.



GEP Outreach

Where We Work

THIRD GRANT CYCLE AWARDS

e STEP-KPK

+  DADO-KPK

*  SAIBAAN-Punjab

»  Pakistan Youth League (PYL)-Punjab

* Al Asr Development Organization-Punjab

+ DEVCON:-Sindh

*  Shah Sachal Sami Foundation (SSSF)-Sindh

*  SAFWCO-Balochistan

* Today's Women Organization
(TWO)-Balochistan

» OASIS-Balochistan

*  NEEDS-Balochistan

*  SHINE-Balochistan

»  SHAD-Balochistan

»  DANESH-Balochistan

»  Gul Welfare Organization-Balochistan

FOURTH GRANT CYCLE AWARDS

» DTCE-National sub-grant

*  Community Support Concern (CSC)-
Punjab (Provincial)

*  HANDS-Sindh

» SEHER-Balochistan

e SATCHET-Punjab

*  GODH-Punjab

» Society for Uplifting Community (SUC)-
Punjab

*  South Punjab NGOs Forum (SPNF)-Punjab

» Kainaat Development Association-Sindh

»  Sindh Development Society (SDS)-Sindh

* PEACE-Sindh

* Hwa Foundation-Sindh

*  Dehiljtamai Taragiati Social Workers
Council (DITSWC)-KPK

* Association for Behaviour and Knowledge
Transformation (ABKT)-KPK

*  Aware Girls-KPK

Foundation for Integrated Developmental
Action (FIDA)-KPK

Awareness on Human rights, Social
Development and Action Society (AHSAS-PK)-
Balochistan

Society for Awareness,Advocacy &
Development (SAAD)-Balochistan

Azat Foundation (AF)-Balochistan
AnjumanFalah-o-Bahbood Aids Council
(AFAC)-Balochistan

Association of Global Humanists & Ethics
(AGHE)-Gilgit Baltistan

Women Welfare Organization Poonch
(WWOP)-AJK

Aurat Association-AJK

Map shows GEP interventions across Pakistan upto December 31,201 |

® st Grant Cycle

® 2nd Grant Cycle
3rd Grant Cycle

® 4th Grant Cycle




Aurat Foundation, in collaboration with Applied
Economics Research Center (AERC) of Karachi
University, launched four scoping desk studies in
Sindh conducted under the Gender Equity Program
(GEP).The launch was held at AERC's auditorium in
Karachi University on 22nd November, 201 I.

Containing vital information and meaningful analysis
of women's issues in Pakistan, these studies are titled
as: i) Effects of 2010 Floods on Women in Pakistan, ii)
Capacity of Pakistani Organizations to carry out
Gender Equity Initiatives, iii) VWomen's Empowerment
in Pakistan and iv) Gender-Based Violence in Pakistan.

The launch event commenced with the screening of
the documentary 'Main Safar Main Hoon' produced
under GEP's aegis. The key note speakers of the
event were Dr Nuzhat Ahmad, Director; AERC and
Dr Aliya , Lecturer, Centre of Excellence for
Women's Studies —CEWS, University of Karachi.

Minister for Women Development, Sindh, Ms. Taugeer
Fatimah Bhutto was the chief guest of the occasion.
Ms Simi Kamal, Chief of Party — GEP, and Ms Bushra
Jafar, Deputy Chief of Party-GEP Asia Foundation,
were also present at the event.

The launch ceremony was an effort to raise
awareness of women's rights among general
population, focusing particularly on youth. Besides
raising awareness about GEP initiatives, the event
also aimed to be vital in terms of making academic
institutions active part of GEP and its activities.
Academic institutions, such as KU, are spaces of
critical value to generate healthy debate and
discussion, to supplement the task of imparting
knowledge and awareness on gender equity.

Interaction with the academia provided a very
conducive environment to discuss the issues raised in
the studies. It was worthwhile to share the plethora
of information with the leading scholars and
researchers of a leading institution of the country.

The speakers highlighted gender issues and
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exchanged ideas to develop a way forward.“Given
the current situation in Sindh, where a vast area was
inundated with flash floods this year, it was even
important to discuss the challenges women faced in
flood-affected areas in Sindh,” remarked Taugeer
Fatima Bhutto.

Interaction with academia and students at KU also
provided an avenue to share the objectives and
interventions carried out by GEP to close the gender
gap in Pakistan. AERC is also conducting a national

baseline survey for GEP covering three GEP
objectives and providing provincial and nationally
representative data on the status of women in
Pakistan.The baseline study adopts a holistic research
methodology incorporating quantitative and
qualitative research tools such as household survey
(with a sample size of 11,200 households), focused
group discussions and in-depth interviews.

The launch was attended by participants from the
academia (including heads of departments), students,
researchers, writers, civil society representatives,
government institutions and the media. Prominent
guests included Mr Qaisar Bengali, ex-advisor to chief
minister; Ms Seema Najeeb, Secretary Women
Development Department, Ms Shagufta Alizai, Senior
Consultant, First Women Bank Ltd, Prof. Tahira Aftab,
Ex Director CEWS, Dr Nasreen Aslam Shah,
Director, CEWS and Ms. Riaz Fatima, Assistant
Director, Research Unit, Social Welfare Department,
Sindh.



Gender Equity Program (GEP) joined hands with
National Commission for the Status of VWomen
(NCSW) and UN Women (UNW) for a national
consultation titled 'National Consultation on
Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment Post
Devolution.'

The two-day consultation was held in Islamabad on
14th and |5th December, 201 I. It included
representation from all provinces, state entities, civil
society, academia, media, gender advocates and
parliamentarians.

(Left to Right) Simi Kamal, CoP GEP, Anis Haroon, Chairperson NCSW, Saeed Ahmed Alvi, Secretary MoHRs and

Alice Shackelford, Country Director UN W with other participants

The consultation was held against the backdrop of
the devolution process, which saw policy making
and legislation going to the provinces. In post-
devolution scenario, with Ministry of Women's
Development no longer having a presence at the
federal level, the work on Gender Equality (GE) and
women's rights will be centered in the provinces.

The national consultation was aimed at providing a
forum for sharing and promoting interprovincial
dialogue on provincial gender equality frameworks
for women's empowerment; and developing
consensus amongst key stakeholders for a national
framework on gender equality for national and
international commitments.

Ms. Anis Haroon, Chairperson, NCSW, who is also
a GEP National Advisory Forum member,
accentuated that the devolution had been a
significant development as all political parties agreed
to devolve power. She acknowledged the role of
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parliamentarians and their important contribution
to the cause of women's rights.

Justice (R) Majida Razvi, member National Advisory
Forum and former Chairperson of NCSVY, provided
a brief history on the legislative work and research
carried out by NCSWV.

Ms. Alice Shackelford, The UN Women Country
Director, emphasized the necessity of working
proactively with Ministry of Human Rights to
ensure that Pakistan effectively fulfills its
international reporting commitments, made under
CEDAWY, and with
regard to the
integration of
gender equality
and women's
rights under other
human rights
commitments.

Ms. Simi Kamal,
Chief of Party, GEP,
spoke about how
CEDAW provides
a framework on
GE for the provinces and how they must be
involved as the process needs to be strengthened
after the 18th Amendment. She believed that past
experiences and lessons must be included and a
watchful eye must be kept on the CEDAW
reporting process so as to ensure it is not
compromised at any level by the recent devolution.

All provincial Minister for Women Development
who are members of GEP's National Advisory
Forum participated along with other members of
the Forum to draft a strategy for combating gender-
based violence. The strategy will form the basis of
GEP's upcoming grant cycle which will focus
entirely on tackling GBV issues. Ms. Kamal also
mentioned the importance of sex disaggregated
data and how the provinces need to make serious
efforts in this area. Lack of resources and GE
capacity impacts implementation of women's rights
programs.



GEP Events

AuratYakjehti Mela

To launch an international |6-day of activism
against gender violence campaign, Aurat
Foundation held Aurat Yakjehti Mela under the

aegis of its USAID-funded Gender Equity
Program.The event took place at the Lok Virsa

Heritage Museum and was attended by
community organizations and activists working on
gender issues, media representatives.

The mela was the first in a series of events that

would be held by local organizations and the
international community across Pakistan to



increase awareness of the gender violence issues. This
year's theme for the 16 days of activism is From Peace
in the Home to Peace in the World.

The mela also launched a GEP-supported media
campaign by Black Box Sounds that will highlight the
struggle and courage of working Pakistani women
through different TV, radio channels and newspapers.
“l would like to call upon all of us today to redress the
status of women and girls that renders them
undervalued and vulnerable,’ said Dr. Andrew Sisson,
Director of USAID Mission in Pakistan addressing
participants of the event.“We all, men and women,
need to take an active role in addressing and
preventing violence, changing gender attitudes, and
increasing the commitment by community and
government leaders on the issue.” At the mela,
representatives of organizations working against
gender violence discussed the Prevention of Anti-
women Practices Act 201 | that was recently passed by
the national assembly. Naeem Mirza, Chief Operating
Officer of Aurat Foundation, said that the bill would
criminalize exploitative and discriminatory practices
such as forced marriages and denial of women's
rightful inheritance. He viewed the bill an important
legislation as perpetrators of such practices would
now be subjected to hefty fines or up to 10 years in
prison. Mirza urged civil society to lobby for the final
enactment of the act. He noted that this much needed
amendment in the criminal law has a potential to
become an important tool to stop retrogressive local
practices that often deny human rights to women.
Anis Haroon, the chairperson of National Commission
for the Status of Women, highlighted the need to
challenge militarism and end violence against women
by bringing together women, peace, and human rights
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movements. Haroon also stressed the role of human
rights movements to curb proliferation of small arms.
She called for the need to challenge global structures
that allow violence against women to continue at all
levels.

Simi Kamal, the GEP's Chief of Party, outlined the
strategy the USAID-funded Gender Equity Program
adopted to combat gender based violence, saying the
strategy aims to raise awareness on the subject, and
create an enabling environment for social development
interventions. She added that the strategy envisioned
to strengthen the key judicial institutions to develop a
system that could lead to the rehabilitation of
survivors of gender-based violence. She said the
USAID-funded Gender Equity Program has been
providing grants for various initiatives that promote
women's access to justice and human rights; combat
gender-based violence; and strengthen Pakistani
organizations that advocate for gender equity, women's
empowerment and the elimination of gender-based
violence.A total of 32 grants valued at almost $1.7
million have been awarded through June 2011 to
support these issues, she added.

Four GEP sub-grantees, from Balochistan, Khayber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh and Punjab, displayed products
created for sale by women in flood-hit areas with
support of USAID.Two GEP beneficiaries Ramla Yousaf
from Mianwali, Punjab,and Razia from Kashmore, Sindh,
shared their success stories with the participants of
the event.

A flyer in Urdu language giving the background and
history of the annual global 'l 6 Days of Activism'
campaign was printed and distributed amongst the
participants.




The event “Pathways of Progress for Women of
Pakistan, Local and National Actions under first year of
Gender Equity Program” was held to showcase
achievements of Gender Equity Program on 30th July
201 1. The event was divided into three sessions.

In the first session all sub grantees of GEP from across
Pakistan showcased their achievements on stalls. These
stalls aptly brought forward the efforts and impact of
GEP.All the visitors to the event took a keen interest
in the stalls and were highly appreciative of concerted
efforts of GEP to make a positive difference in the lives
of women in Pakistan.

The session was formally inaugurated by Dr. Marilyn
Wyatt from Development, Outreach and
Communications department of USAID andMs.
ShahnazWazir Ali, Special Assistant to Prime Minister
of Pakistan and Permanent Chairperson of National
Advisory Forum (NAF) of Gender Equity Program.
Ministers of women development from all over the
country were also present.

The stalls drew attention of a large number of visitors
who were highly appreciative of the work done by
GEP sub grantees especially with reference to
economic empowerment of women. Ms. ShahnazWazir
Ali and Ms.Wyatt of USAID in particular appreciated
GEP's focus on research based activities and women's

economic empowerment.
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In the second session Ms. ShahnazWazir Ali, Ministers
of Women Development from across Pakistan and
other members of NAF present on the occasion
expressed themselves on progress of GEP over the
course of its first year of implementation.

In the final session, struggles and achievements of
women of Pakistan and across the world where
encapsulated in a captivating cultural performance of
famous Kathak dancer Mr.Adnan Jahangir.
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GEP launched a nationwide media campaign to
promote positive images of gender roles in Pakistan
through leading television and radio channels and
newspapers.

The media campaign titled Empower VWomen aimed
at creating awareness of women's issues while
highlighting the positive contributions of women in
their homes, workplaces and society at large. Public
service messages were based on the real stories of
women, who have been able to succeed in life after
surmounting difficult circumstances.

The messages
portrayed a series of
vignette featuring life
struggle of bus
hostess, radio
presenter; social
worker and fan
maker.The success
stories had a
background of their
localities, the
hardships they faced,
and how they
managed to
overcome the myriad
constraints to attain
their right to
opportunities. Image
Source of motivation for the selected women were
covered, together with the difference they feel in
their lives now as a result of the decisions they took
at critical times.A focus was maintained on the
impact of their empowerment on their family life
particularly on their children and people around.

The scripts were developed with very positive
undertones, highlighting images of the many
advantages of women empowerment at homes, work
environments and in community setup and its long-
term impact. During the media campaign 25 public
service messages, including 5 in Urdu and 5 each in
Sindhi, Pashto, Balochi and Seraiki languages were
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produced. In addition Public Service Announcements,
5 in Urdu and 5 each in Sindhi, Pashto, Balochi and
Seraiki) were also produced.

This national media campaign also included 10
insertions of press-ads, 150 banners and 2000
posters in Urdu, Sindhi and Pashto languages. In
addition, 4 new messages are under production; 2
each for Pakistani Women's Day and International
Women's day.

The campaign was designed to ensure maximum
visibility and presence on various TV and radio
channels. For this purpose PTV was also chosen as
PTV transmission reaches out to almost 65% of the
total population because it is one of the mainstream
terrestrial channels.

These messages are reaching out to more than 5
million people through various local and national
dailies including The News, Daily Jang, Dawn, Express,
Mashriqg and Azadi Swat. In addition the messages
are reaching out to communities in 60 cities of
Pakistan through FM and medium wave transmitters
including Radio Pakistan's network.The messages are
broadcast through 19 FM networks, reaching out to
more than 20 million people.

Images of characters from GEP cartoon series on GBV.
Creative Village,a GEP sub-grantee is producing an engaging
cartoon series aimed at fostering awareness of Gender issues
amongst children aged 10 - 13.The content of the cartoon
series features major issues in GBV including physical, sexual
and psychological abuse.




The National Educational & Environmental Development
Society(NEEDS) Balochistan implemented GEP supported ‘Re-
establishing of home-based economic recovery for Women’.The
project supported 400 women in flood affected District
Naseerabad in Balochistan province.




