
APS Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
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‐ 	 Can staff salaries  be  supported  with APS funding?  

•	 Yes.  As  long  as the positions  are project related,  either  directly  or
 

via  a support  role. 
 

‐ 	 Can operating  costs/overhead be  supported  with APS funding?  

• 	 Yes.  As  long  as they  are project‐related  and in  compliance with the 

GOE laws. 

‐ 	 Can vehicles  be  purchased  with APS funding?  

• 	 Yes,  however,  this  will  be  a case by  case determination  taking  into 

consideration the scope  of the project, relevance,  etc. 

‐ 	 Can motorcycles be  purchased  with APS  funding?  

• 	 Yes,  however,  this  will  be  a case by  case determination  taking  into 

consideration the scope  of the project, relevance,  etc. 
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‐ 	 Can computers/printers be  purchased  with APS funding?  
•	 Yes  for project use.  

‐ 	 What are the reporting requirements  for grantees?  
•	 USAID will  discuss  in  detail  with awardees  the reporting 

requirements,  which  could  entail  both quarterly programmatic and 

financial reports. 

‐ How  many  years of funding  can be  requested  under  and APS  

proposal?  

• 	 Between  1  and 5 years.  

‐ 	 How many  organizations will  USAID fund  under  the APS? 

• 	 As  many  as 15  organizations will  be  funded.  
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‐	 Can  APS  funds  be utilized to fund  International consultants? 
•	 Yes,  but they must  be relevant to the project  and on a limited basis. The 

goal of the APS  is  to  develop local  capacity  so  use of such  consultants must  

be justified.  

‐	 Can  APS  funds  be utilized to fund  International travel? 

•	 Yes,  if  project‐related. 

‐ What documents/license are  required for an organization to  receive APS  

funding?  

•	 All  potential awardees must be registered under the laws  of Ethiopia. 

‐	 What types of organizations can  receive APS  funding?  

•	 This  APS  is  targeting  local organizations as defined under the laws  of
 

Ethiopia and the  terms  of the APS.  Organizations are  responsible for
 

assuring compliance with  the CSO  Proclamation.
 

4 



                 
               
       
                 
                           

                   
                  

                      
    
                       
                         
                     

‐ 	 Is  APS funding  distributed  in  US dollars or Ethiopian birr? 
•	 All  awards will  be  distributed  in  Ethiopian Birr. 

‐ 	 Is  APS  funding  guaranteed?  

•	 All  USAID funding  is  “subject  to the availability  of funds”.  

‐ How  long  will  it  take after to notify grantees  after a concept  paper  is  

submitted?  

• 	 USAID expects  to contact potential awardees within  6 weeks  of
 

submission  of concept  notes.  Those  potential awardees will  be 
 

invited  to submit  full  proposals  for review.  Not all proposals  will 
 

be  funded. 
 

‐	 If  a concept  paper  is  accepted does  this  mean funding  is  granted?  

•	 No, if  a  concept  note is  selected  the organization will  be  asked  to
 

submit  a  full  proposal which will  then  be  considered  for funding. 
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‐ Could  you  please  confirm whether  this  concept  note format is  to be  

single‐spaced  or double‐spaced?  

•	 The  concept  note should  be  single‐spaced  and no  more than 7 
 

pages. 
 

‐ Is  it  allowable to integrate several  areas/objectives  of the concept  

paper  (i.e.  one  concept  note integrating  youth,  WASH  and 

education)?  

•	 It  is  possible  to submit  a concept  note that incorporates more than 

one  area/objective,  however,  the proposed  link  between  the 

objectives/areas,  and the approach, must  be  both logical and 

feasible.  
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‐ Is  it  possible  for a single  organization to submit  multiple  concept  

papers on the different  concept  papers?  

•	 Yes,  it  is  possible.  Organizations should  clearly identify  which  APS 

objectives  each concept  paper  is  responding  to. 
‐ 	 Can NGOs which are consortiums/networks participate? 

• 	 Yes,  as long  as all are local entities  registered  under  the laws of
 

Ethiopia.
 

‐ 	 Is  it  possible  to apply  in  collaboration with other  local NGO? 

• 	 Yes.  

‐ ‐Is  it  possible  to work on two different  locations with one  concept  

paper? If  the locations have  similarities  in  the interventions  to be  

designed  

• 	 Yes.  
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‐ Is  there any limit  as to how  many  concept  papers an organization 

can submit?  

•	 No. 

‐ This  project seems  to be  open  only  to Ethiopian registered  legal  

entities.  Can subcontractors be  of non‐Ethiopian registered  legal  

entities?  

• 	 Potentially, however,  this  scenario  is  not  likely.  Given  the purpose  

of the APS, to develop  local capacity, USAID does  not  anticipate 

funding  organizations who  will  mainly  sub‐grant  or sub‐contract  

the work. 

‐ Is  English  the required  language  for submissions?  Should  Section 4 

clarify that submissions  should  be  in  English  or are Amharic  

submissions  acceptable? 

•	 Concept  notes  must  be  submitted  in  English.  
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‐ Section  5  references  

http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/300/303518m1.pdf, which seem  

to imply  that the awards will  be  grants rather than cooperative 

agreements.  Does  USAID anticipate that the awards will  be  grants, 

cooperative agreements,  or some  of each? 
• 	 Awards  will  be  a mix,  depending  on the nature of the proposal and 

experience  of the awardee.  

‐ Will  USAID offer any guidance  as to how  organizations should  

remain  compliant  with the GOE’s Article 14  (2),  (3),  and (4)  of the 

Charities and Societies  Proclamation (CSP) No. 621/2009  when  

receiving  funding  of $100,000  to $5,000,000  over  two to five  years?  

•	 Awardees  are expected  to be  in  compliance  with the laws of
 

Ethiopia.
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‐ In  the cover  letter, Section 2, and Sections 4.1 and 4.4, a second round of 

concept note submissions is  mentioned. Can USAID  provide information on 

the due date for those  applications? 

•	 USAID  will  provide dates for the second  round submission after the first 
 

round  of concept notes are  submitted. The  second  round is  limited to
 

those  concept papers selected to submit full  proposals. The  number of
 

organizations invited to  submit  proposals will  necessarily be limited.
 

‐ Section 3 does not state  if  USAID  will require any certification or poof of 

organizational registration at either  the concept or award  stage.  With  CCR,  

DUNS,  and NICRA  likely not applicable, can  USAID  confirm  what  – if  any – 

documentation would be expected at the concept note, full  proposal, or 

pre‐award survey phases? 
•	 All  necessary documents required under Ethiopian law  for a fully 
 

registered local organization. If  an organization is selected for award, 
 

USAID  will  work with  it  to  comply  with U.S.  Government requirements.
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‐ On page  4,  the guidance  says "USAID/Ethiopia plans  to provide  

targeted capacity building  technical support  to prospective  

partners". Does  USAID expect  the applicants to budget  for such 

technical support  or will  it  be  funded  by  USAID separately?  

• 	 No. Applicants do  not  need  to budget  for support  for capacity
 

building.  This  will  be  funded  separately  and applicable  to all
 

awardees. 
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