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SOMALIA Food Security Alert August 9, 2012

Access to food and water deteriorating in Guban pastoral livelihood zone of the Northwest

Preliminary findings from the 2012 Post-Gu assessment, | Figure |. Drought-affected livestock in Abdiqadir and
conducted by the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit- | Luughaya villages

Somalia (FSNAU), FEWS NET, and other partners, (full report to
be released in late August/September) suggest that along the
Northwest coast food security is deteriorating in the Guban
pastoral livelihood zone. This follows the failure of two
consecutive rainy seasons. FEWS NET analysis of these findings
suggests that a Crisis (IPC Phase 3) is ongoing and is likely to
persist through at least December 2012 when the Hays rains
begin. To prevent further deterioration of food security, the
scaling up of humanitarian assistance is necessary between
now and the start of the Hays rains in December.

The December to February Hays is the only rainy season in the
Guban pastoral livelihood zone and both the 2010/11 and
2011/12 Hays rains failed in the Guban coastal plains. The July
to September Karan rains fall in the nearby Golis Mountains
and generate runoff to the Guban area, but in 2011 these rains
were well below average. As a result, pasture is extremely limited and water for both livestock and human consumption is
scarce. Most shallow wells are dry and trekking distances to livestock watering boreholes have increased. Water prices have
also risen significantly, and are likely to continue to increasing until November. Livestock are losing weight due to lack of
forage and poor health (Figure 1). Post-Gu assessment teams found that in July the majority of livestock had below average
body condition scores. Due to the drought, birth rates for camel, sheep, and goats are low, reducing milk availability.

Source: FEWS NET

Some deterioration in water and pasture availability is normal for this time of year. Pastoralists typically mitigate these
deficits by migrating with their herds to the slopes of the Golis Mountains. However, long distance livestock migration is
limited this year due to dry conditions in the Northwest and in the neighboring regions of Ethiopia and Djibouti. Livestock are
currently being kept near water points where there is almost no pasture or browse left. Recent unseasonable precipitation in
areas along the border with Djibouti has negatively affected livestock in poor health and resulted in animal deaths.

Cereal prices are relatively high and are likely to increase through the beginning of the northwestern cereal harvest in
October. Debt levels of poor households increased by 56 percent in July 2012 compared to January. Access to credit is
declining. Availability of saleable animals is significantly reduced, and due to poor conceptions during the ongoing drought,
no kidding and calving is expected until April or May 2013. The primary observed sources of income for households are
kinship support and remittances from family members who have migrated to Djibouti. As a result, poor household diets are
limited to cereals, sugar, and vegetable oil. The preliminary results of a July 2012 nutrition survey suggest that the prevalence
of acute malnutrition has risen since December.

Current good 2012 Karan rains in the Golis Mountains are expected to generate some runoff, replenishing seasonal streams.
Additional labor migration to Djibouti to access cash income will continue and the governments of Djibouti and Somaliland
and international agencies supplied some assistance to affected pastoralists in July and August. However, despite the
ongoing assistance and some access to remittances, poor households are unable to maintain their livelihoods or fully meet
food needs. To address the unmet needs and prevent further deterioration of food security, a scaling up of humanitarian
assistance is necessary between now and the start of the Hays rains in December. More detailed analysis will be provided in
late August at the conclusion of the Post-Gu assessment process.
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