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SHOKRAN FOR THE INVITATION:

• This presentation shows the high economic costs of 
an unsafe food supply on:

• All consumers

• All businesses directly and indirectly related to food 
production and distribution

• Food imports and exports

• Tourism 



1:   INCREASED COSTS DUE TO 

UNSAFE FOOD

• Unsafe food in the USA each year causes:

• 5,000                  DEATHS

• 350,000              HOSPITALIZATIONS

• 75,000,000         ILLNESSES

• Consider the economic costs in: days lost at work; 
hospitalizations; lost markets for food



2: OTHER  COUNTRIES  HAVE 

UPDATED: 

• WITHIN THE PAST 10 YEARS THE 

FOLLOWING COUNTRIES HAVE CREATED 

NEW OR RE-ORGANIZED FOOD SAFETY 

AGENCIES:

• Saudi Arabia                              Jordan

• Dubai / Abu Dhabi                     Australia/New Zealand

• Canada                                       United Kingdom

• Ireland                                        European Union



3:  WTO: FOOD   SAFETY  

REPLACES QUOTAS AND TARIFFS 

• IN THE PAST:  Countries could reject / reduce 
imported food by:

– Tariffs and Quotas

• NOW : Rejected for food safety reasons:

– Chemical,  Biological, Physical food safety risks



4:     WORLD TRADE 

ORGANIZATION (WTO)

• WTO requires international food trade disputes 
be settled by international food regulations based 
on good science.

• A strong food safety authority is needed to 
represent Egypt internationally



5:  INTERNET / INDUSTRY AND 

PUBLIC AWARENESS 
• The new food safety agency presents reliable and 

up-to-date information (Arabic and English) for 
national and international constituents:

– Consumers 

– Food industry from producer to 
consumer

– Importers and exporters

– Other government agencies 



6:  ECONOMICS

• “SAFE FOOD IS GOOD BUSINESS”

Food Standards Agency (UK)

• Little or no additional costs to:

– FOOD INDUSTRY --- increased consumer demand for safe 
food;  brand loyalty

– CONSUMERS --- savings from better food monitoring    



7:    SCIENCE

“GOOD SCIENCE will be the basis of ALL food laws, 
inspections, and laboratory analyses. 

RISK ASSESSMENT will decide what food and what 
risks will be tested in highest frequency

Influence of political pressure, influence, bribery will be 
eliminated 



8:    FROM POLICING TO 

SUPPORTING

• INCREASED emphasis on training in:

– Good Agricultural Practices (GAP)

– Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP)

– Hazard Analysis Quality Control Points (HACCP)

– Workshops, Updates, etc

– Information on FSA website  



9: GREATER GOVERNMENT 

EFFICIENCY

• ONE independent government department now 
dealing with ALL food safety issues in the human 
food supply chain

• Better integration between Ministries on food safety 
issues

• Increased economies from greater efficiencies



10:   NEW FOOD SAFETY  

ISSUES

• Emerging food safety issues dealt with more 
efficiently and effectively by FSA :

– Food from cloned animals 

– Nanotechnology

– Emerging pathogens

– Emerging chemicals (e.g acrylamide)

– Genetically modified food

– Food contact material (packaging)



I  WISH EGYPT WELL IN ITS EFFORTS 

• SHOKRAN

• THANK YOU

• GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH


