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Urban/pastoral food security will be critical
Key Messages
Figure |. Estimated food security outcomes, May-
e Recent modification of the constitution is creating tensions | June 2010
which may lead to civil strife and unrest. This could disrupt
markets and affect both availability and access to staple foods.

e Most pastoralists are currently highly food insecure due to a
delay in response after significant livestock losses. Staple food
prices are above average and coping strategies are exhausted.
WEFP food aid distribution is currently covering the food deficit,
but other emergency needs (e.g. treatment of malnutrition,
water) remain unmet.

e  Poor urban households will be extremely food insecure as the
typical lean period (June - August) approaches. The main
driving factors include high unemployment, a decline in petty
trade activities, above-average staple food prices, increased
rural-urban migration, and closure of schools. External
assistance is currently very limited in urban areas. Security is a
concern in both urban and rural areas and reports indicate that
crime is increasing in Djibouti and affecting petty trade, an
important source of income for the poor.

Figure |. Estimated food security outcomes, July-
September 2010

Updated food security outlook through September
2010

Improvements have been observed in the Southern provinces and
some parts in Obock and Tadjourah due to good rains during the
current season (March-May). Though high livestock mortality
occurred during the last season, the physical condition of the
remaining animals has improved. Milk production has also
increased but remains below average. In general food security in
most pastoral livelihood zones remains critical. Food insecurity is
also critical in urban areas, where malnutrition rates likely remain
above international emergency thresholds. Around 120,000 rural
people and around 60,000 urban poor households will be in need of
humanitarian assistance over the coming months.

Tensions are building due to recent modification of the constitution
to allow the current president to stay for another two terms. Civil | For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity
unrest is quite imminent and most of those who can afford to do so | Scale. please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale

. . Source: FEWS NET
are planning to go outside the country to escape the heat and the

This report provides an update to the April 2010 FEWS NET Food Security Outlook report which estimated food security conditions in through September 2010. The
next Outlook report will be released in July and will cover the July to December 2010 period.
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pressure from the Government. In addition to potential civil unrest, . )
this modification is discouraging foreign investment in Djibouti. | Figure 2. Rainfall performance from March to
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In the Northwest pastoral livelihood zone, the areas adjacent to —
Dikhil received slightly above-average rains during March and April,
while the western parts received below—average rains. As a result,
the area west of Tadjourah near Moussali is still dry and water
shortages persist. Though the rains have somewhat replenished
most water catchments, the water quality is still very poor. In terms
of food security all wealth groups are unable to meet basic food
needs on their own and improvements are not expected until
September when the kidding will occur and milk production
improve, assuming that the Karan/Karma rains perform well, as
anticipated. WFP food aid distributions are currently addressing
food deficits in this livelihood zone, but other emergency needs
(e.g. treatment of malnutrition, water) remain unmet. Another Source: FEWS NET
issue of concern is that IDP’s have observed in this zone due to
security issues in areas neighboring Eritrea. The Government has also moved some people from Makrassou to Mabla
Mountains without any tangible assistance.

The food security situation in the southeast pastoral livelihood zone is still alarming due to the impacts of reduced herd
size and limited external assistance. As in the Northwest, recent rains have improved both pasture and browse, which have
in turn improved animal body conditions. The sale of livestock will soon pick-up, but the prices will be low as compared to
average as many pastoralists will begin selling more animals than usual at the same time. Most pastoralists have moved,
atypically, to high altitudes to escape the heat and some have moved to Ethiopia, near Dire Dawa. Conditions are better in
Ethiopia, as compared to Djibouti, because of better rains and the subsequent germination of good pasture. Sheep start
kidding this month is the rains are good, as forecast, livestock herd sizes are expected to begin recovering. Milk production,
the main source of income for the poor households in this zone will be improved, but the demand will be low as a majority
of households in urban areas (who typically purchase the milk) are heading outside the country to escape the heat and
political unrest. Thus, most of households in this zone will remain highly food insecure during the projected period.

In the Central pastoral livelihood zone, high food insecurity prevails among the poor. These households are struggling to
cope by intensifying firewood and charcoal sales to urban areas. Pastoralists will move to higher altitudes in late May,
looking for cooler conditions, and around permanent water points. The lean period in this zone arrived two months earlier
than normal and no significant improvement is expected until September, when kidding will start and schools will reopen
(school feeding contributes a significant portion of children’s food intake).

The market gardening zones are beginning to cultivate summer crops (melon, water melon, and cucumber). Poor
households in this area are expected to be moderately food insecure during the outlook period as they rely on both
external assistance in the form of agricultural inputs and some negative coping strategies. While emergency food assistance
is not required, further support in the form agricultural inputs (certified seeds and appropriate pesticides) would help to
improve harvests and offset the impacts of reduced area planted (due to the high fuel cost for pumping irrigation water).

Poor urban households are currently facing extreme food insecurity and these conditions are expected to continue
throughout the outlook period. Given that levels are typically high, the prevalence of acute malnutrition is likely to remain
significantly above emergency thresholds (i.e. 15 percent GAM). External assistance is expected to be delayed and
inadequate. The prices of staple foods (e.g., rice, wheat flour, and sugar) are above the five-year average and more than
half of the population is unemployed. Port activities, a principal source of causal labor opportunities are likely to decline
further due to increased port costs, because trans-shipment business is leaving the port of Djibouti due to cheaper services
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elsewhere, and given the current political tensions. Given limited labor opportunities at this time of year, poor households’
coping strategies are limited to skipping meals in order to stretch resources further. Water shortages are quite common
during this time of the year, but are especially serious this year. Water prices are currently 150 percent of average and may
go up 200 percent. Security is also a growing concern in urban areas. Women are increasingly targeted and attacked when
they work outside the home. This is affecting women’s ability to move freely and is expected to reduce the incomes of poor
households who often rely on women to earn income through petty trade.
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ANNEX: Djibouti Monthly Price Bulletin May 2010

Monthly prices are supplied by FEWS NET enumerators, local government
agencies, market information systems, UN agencies, NGOs, and other
network and private sector partners.

Sorghum, wheat flour and Belem rice are the most important
food commodities. Sorghum flour and Belem rice are most
commonly consumed commodities in urban areas. Wheat
flour mixed with sorghum flour is also purchased for the
production of local pancakes, an important staple food for
poor and middle-income households. Over 65 percent of the
total population for Djibouti lives in and around Djibouti City,
the capital, making this market the most important for
understanding food security conditions. Dikhil is the second
largest city and it supplies the rural communities in and
around the city. Tadjourah supplies the central region,
mainly urban areas. The pastoral areas in the northwest
receive most of their staple food from neighboring Ethiopian
markets of Elidar and Manda. Alisabieh supplies the pastoral
border areas in the southeast. Arta is located in isolated area
and supplies only the city. Obock is the main market for
inhabitants of the central lowlands.
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