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ABSTRACT: This is a resource for information on anti-corruption commissions
and political financing of elections in developing countries.

Anti-corruption commission information in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America
and the Middle East is presented, as are various documents related to finance
laws.

Sources of this information include the Anti-Corruption Authority (ACA) and
International IDEA.
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SUMMARY

Anti-corruption commissions are institutions in operation in all developing regions
of the world including Africa, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, Asia and
the Middle East. More than thirty countries utilize ACAs in confronting corruption

according to the Anti-corruption Authority website.*

Yet according to International IDEA’s website on political finance, most
developing countries utilize Central Election Commissions to regulate and
oversee political campaign financing and not anti-corruption commissions
specifically.? Some countries’ constitutions/regulations do not state that a specific
corruption commissions oversee or participate in activities of political parties but
rather a representative(s) of the ministry of justice or interior, in general, does as
in the case of Belarus with the Chamber of Accounts or the Supreme Court in
Benin.

However, Macedonia is a country that combines anti-corruption efforts with
election activities with the State Anti-Corruption Commission established in 2001
as part of the Law on Anti-Corruption. Using the Law on Anti-Corruption, the ACC
enforces relatively rigorous provisions on party/election financing, including the
requirement that party finances be public and that parties may not accept cash
donations; the requirement that any profitable activities conducted by political
parties be reported to the SEC; prohibition of the use of state budget funds in
excess of what is permitted by law; and prohibition of new investments and
extraordinary payments right before an election.® Serbia utilizes an Anti-
corruption Agency that examines annual financial statements, as well as a report
on donations and assets while and a separate State Audit Institution to further
investigate.*

In Bolivia, “several institutions have a role in administrative (Tribunal Supremo
Electoral) and penal investigations, essentially (Ministry of Transparency and
Fight against Corruption — Financial Investigation Unit- and Public
Attorney).”Liberia’s Ministry of Justice investigates and enforces any political
finance violations the Election Commission finds® and Mali’s Supreme Court has
original jurisdiction.’

Ecuador, Egypt, Kenya and other countries have an auditor office or comptroller
general that scrutinize election finance.? Kyrgyzstan has a Central Election
Commission® while Lebanon utilizes the Supervisory Commission on the Election

! http://www.acauthorities.org/aca/content/about-aca

% See International IDEA website. http://www.idea.int/political-finance/

8 Money in politics: A study of Party Financing Practices in 22 countries. NDI. P. 80.

* See Serbia International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.

® See Bolivia International IDEA website. Political financing question #41.

® See Liberia International IDEA website. Political financing question #42.

’ See Mali International IDEA website. Political financing question #42.

8 See Ecuador and Egypt International IDEA website. Political financing question #42.
° See Kyrgyzstan International IDEA website. Political financing question #41.




Campaign, the Minister of Interior and Municipalities and Constitutional
Commission.*

Niger's Court of Accounts receives financial reports from political parties and/or
candidates while its Ministry of Interior receives the declaration of gifts and
donations by political parties.™* In South Africa, the Auditor General reviews the
use of public funds for elections while the electoral commission (EMB) does initial
observation of party spending and sends any reports to Parliament.*? Sudan has
two institutions that review election behaviour, the Political Parties Affairs Council
for regular party reports and the National Elections Commission for party and
candidate campaign finance reports.® Tanzania has three investigatory bodies of
interest, the Registrar of Political Parties initially administers most activities, the
Controller and Auditor-General scrutinizes spending if needed and the Court has
further powers to obtain financial documents.**

Russia’s Central Electoral Commission has primary enforcement but its Supreme
Court can suspend or ban political parties that break the law.*® In Rwanda, the
Ombudsman is responsible for investigating political party behaviour while the
political parties' Consultation Forum and the Senate receive a copy of the political
parties' audited accounts conducted by the Ombudsman.*® Moldova has three
government bodies that oversee financing of elections: the Election Commission,
the Ministries of Finance and Justice and the Auditing Agency.” In Ukraine, the
Central Election Commission "analyses" declarations, and reports any suspicions
to law-enforcement agencies for investigation.®

In Thailand, the Elections Commission (EMB) supervises basic election
expenditures but the committee with representatives from the Ministry of
Finance, Bureau of the Budget and Parliament oversees any use of public
funding.™® In Uzbekistan, the State Tax Service, Audit Chamber and the Ministry
of Justice of the Republic all examine financial reports, receipts and expenditure
during the reporting period while the Supreme Court of the Republic of
Uzbekistan has final determination.?

10 See Lebanon International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.

1 gee Niger International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.

!2 See South Africa International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.
'3 See Sudan International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.

!4 See Tanzania International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.
!> See Russia International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.

'® See Rwanda International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.

" See Moldova International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.

'8 See Ukraine International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.

19 See Thailand International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.

% 5ee Uzbekistan International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.



Tunisia has two institutions for election maintenance, the Election Commission of
the National Constituent Assembly is the first, then a Court of Accounts auditor
verifies any discrepancies.?
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2L See Tunisia International IDEA website. Political financing question #41 and #42.
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