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I. Scientific Summary

In the course of the reporting period a major effort was made by the Turkmen group
to collect biological materials of Pistacia vera populations of remote areas. Collection
expeditions were headed by Mr. Azat Atayev. Samples were collected in the Kugitang
and Badghyz reserves and at Agdaban and photos were taken of the various
populations. Maps were drawn of the populations in the collection areas.

It is important to note that extraction of DNA from the samples collected was all done
by the Turkmen group in Ashgabad based on the expertise acquired by Mr. Atyev and
Dr. Nepesov in the Israeli laboratory in the previous year. The DNA samples were
sent to the Israeli group for further analysis.

The effect of irrigation of Pistacia vera seedlings with saline water is planned to be
conducted at Aktokai germplasm collection site.

A preliminary report on the polymorphism and development of the Turkmen Pistacia
germplasm collection was accepted for publication. It was co-authored by the
Turkmen and Israeli scientists cooperating in this project. A detailed account of the

paper will be provided in the next annual report.

2. Scientific Issues

The Turkmen principal investigator, Dr. Muhamet Durikov is expected to visit the
Israeli group in March 2002 for scientific discussions and evaluation of progress. A
new Turkmen trainee, Mr. Atamuradov Nury, is expected to join the Israeli group in
March 2002. He will participate in a training course in Desert Agrobiology and join
the research group of Prof. Golan to work on various aspects of Pistacia germplasm
collection maintenance and polymorphism studies.

A joint scientific report by the Turkmen and Israeli scientists was accepted for
publication in Genetic Resources and crop Evolution. Title: Genetic variability in
Turkmen populations of Pistacia vera L., by Oz Barazani, Azat Atayev. Bakhtivor
Yakubov, Vladimir Kostiukovsky, Konstantin P. Popov and Avi Golan-Goldhirsh.



3. Managerial [ssues

Regular contacts between the Israeli and the Turkmen groups are maintained by e-mail
correspondence, telephone conversations and personal visits.

The new arrangement of money transfer from BGU to the Turkmen group via
“Ecoforest’ worked well in the first money transfer that was made last year. We are
expecting the 2001 annual budget report from the Turkmen Institute for the next

money transfer.

4. Special Concerns

None

5. Collaboration, Travel, Training and Publications

Collaborative arrangements were described above. A Turkmen trainee. Mr. [s going
to join the Israeli group on March 2002. The Turkmen principal investigator, Dr.

Muhamet Durikov is expected to visit the Israeli group in March 2002.

6. Request for American Embassv Tel Aviv or AID Actions

None



