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1) Scientific Summary: 

After demonstrating the success of nematodes against ticks indoors, our main efforts were 

focused on the possibility to use these nematodes outdoors. The degree of shadow, the irrigation 

regime and type of soil cover have a strong influence upon the nematode anti-tick activity. The 

conditions in the hiding places of most tick species and stages are those providing the nematodes 

very high anti-tick activity. One large out door experiment in Kenya was incomplete as a result of 

very heavy rains. Our out door results sound promising but more experimental work is needed to 

verify them. 

The reason( s) why nematodes barely develop within the ticks were found to be connected to the 

fact that the symbiotic bacteria are not capable to transfer form phase I into phase II with in ticks. 

This is a key step for a normal life cycle of the nematode, a step normally occurring in insects. 

2) Scientific and Managerial Issues: 

Scientifically the project goes more or less according to plan with some slow down in progress of 

the project (expenses and results) on the Israeli side. Since Dr. E. Alekseev left us we had 

difficulties in replacing him with a really suitable person. This as well as our success to save 

expenses form some ofthe financing items and the need for more support in other items suggest 

some changes in the timetable and in budget items with no changes in the overall budget. 

A detailed letter of requests and justification will be send shortly. 
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3) Special concerns: 

No changes in special concern items was carried out during the last 6 months of the project. 

4) Collaboration, Travel, Training and Publications: 

During this period we hade active consultations between both partners. No travel or training took 

place. Two papers were submitted for publication and we expect their publication during the next 

semester of the project (to be listed in the next annual report). 

5) Requests from the T.A. American Embassy: 

As for now we don't see ways in which the embassy personnel can help in promoting the project 

productivity. As said we will need your help shortly in allowing us to make some changes in budget 

and to defer the date ofterminating the project on the Israeli side. 
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