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Benin DHS EdDATA Education Profile, 1996

The Benin Demographic and Health Survey
(DHS) was conducted in 1996. The survey
was administered to 4,499 households
and 5,491 women ages 15 to 49 and
1,535 men ages 20 to 64 from those
households.

This 1996 snapshot of the primary and

secondary education setting in Benin found

relatively low rates of participation at both

the primary and secondary school levels and

great gender, urban/rural, and regional disparities.

� Fewer than half of the school-age children

in Benin attended primary school (53% of males and 34%

of females).

� 34% of the primary school-age population was over or under

the official primary school age range.

� 10% of secondary school-age youth attended secondary school (13% of males and

7% of females).

Educational attainment among adults was relatively low, though it has been

increasing. Gender disparity was great and literacy rates remained low.

� 15% of the population ages 15 and older had completed primary school.

� 4% of the population ages 20 and older had completed secondary school.

� Educational attainment has been on the increase: the percentage of men and women

with no schooling was much lower for those 20 to 24 than for those 65 and above.

� 44% of men reported that they were literate, compared to 22% of women.

Benin_Intro.p65 9/7/00, 12:07 PM1



Page 1Benin

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

Less than half of the school-age
children in Benin attend primary
school; girls are much less likely
to attend than boys.

� Only 44% of children ages 6 to
11 attend primary school.

� 53% of males ages 6 to 11 currently
attend school, compared    to 34% of

females.

Many children attending primary school are outside of the official age range. This is
reflected in the difference between net and gross attendance ratios. This can have
tremendous impact on the educational infrastructure, the experience in the classroom, and
educational planning.

� Students over or under the official primary school age range make up 34% of the primary
school population.

� Among children of all ages, only 57 females attend primary school for every 100 males who
attend.

Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School in Benin

Students are considered to be on time if they are at, or are one year older than, the official age for the grade; over age if they are two
or more years older; and under age if they are one or more years younger.

Only about 40% of primary school students are in the appropriate grade for their age;
the on-time proportion declines in the higher grades.

� 47% of the male primary school

students and 40% of the female

students are over-age.

� The percentage of males who
are over-age ranges from 34%
in Grade 1 to 60% in Grade 6.
The percentage for females
ranges from 24% in Grade 1 to
64% in Grade 6.

� Conversely, females are more
likely than males to be under-
age: 18% of females are
under-age for grade, com-
pared with 12% of males.

P
er

ce
nt

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

The net attendance ratio (NAR) is the percentage of the official primary school-age population (ages 6 to 11 in Benin) that attends
primary school. The gross attendance ratio (GAR) is the total number of students attending primary school–regardless of age–
expressed as a percentage of the official primary school-age population.

The Implications of Over-Age/Under-Age Students

For the system:  Both late entry into primary school and grade repetition can
cause children to be over-age for their grade.  High repetition rates indicate
inefficiency in the education system.

In the classroom:  Large numbers of over-age students present a challenge
for teachers who must teach a more diverse group with differing levels of
maturity and school preparedness.

Over-Age, Under-Age, and On-Time Students in Primary School

    1            2              3            4              5            6

P
er
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BeninPage 2

Children in urban areas are
much more likely to attend
primary school than children in
rural areas.

� In urban areas, 61% of children
ages 6 to 11 attend primary
school, compared to only 34% in
rural areas.

� Gender disparity in primary
school attendance is greater in
rural than in urban areas: in
urban areas, males are 1.4 times more likely to attend primary school than are females; in rural
areas, males are 1.7 times more likely to attend primary school.

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School (Urban/Rural)

There are large regional disparities in primary school atten-
dance in Benin.

� Primary school attendance is highest in the Atlantique region
(61%), which contains the capital city of Cotonou; atten-
dance is lowest in the Borgou region (30%).

� In four of the six regions, fewer than 50% of school-age
children attend primary school.

� Gender disparity is lowest in Oueme and highest in the Mono
region.

Primary School Net Attendance Ratio by Region

Region
Atakoro 38 46 30
Borgou 30 36 24
Mono 41 55 26
Atlantique 61 73 48
Oueme 52 60 44
Zou 44 52 36

MalesTotal Females

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

Primary School Net Attendance Ratio by Region

Benin2.p65 9/7/00, 12:11 PM2



Page 3Benin

The NAR is the percentage of the official secondary school-age population (ages 12 to 18 in Benin) that attends secondary school.
The GAR is the total number of students attending secondary school–regardless of age–expressed as a percentage of the official
secondary school age population.

Percentage of Youth Attending Secondary School in Benin

10% of secondary school-age youth
attend secondary school. And the
gender gap is even larger than at the
primary level.

� 13% of males ages 12 to 18
attend secondary school, com-
pared with 7% of females in the
same age group.

� Considering youth of all ages,
(gross attendance) only 47 fe-
males attend secondary school for
every 100 males who attend.

P
er

ce
nt

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

Percentage of School-Age Youth
Attending Secondary School (Urban/Rural)

Youth in urban areas are much
more likely to attend secondary
school than youth in rural areas.

� 17% of youth ages 12 to 18 in
urban areas attend secondary
school, compared with only 5% in
rural areas.

� In urban areas, males are nearly
twice as likely to attend secondary
school as are females; in rural areas, the gap is even greater.

Regional disparities in attendance are larger in secondary school than in primary school.

� In four of the six regions, fewer than 10% of children ages 12 to 18

attend secondary school.

� Attendance is highest in

Atlantique, where the capital
Cotonou is located (20%), and is

lowest in Borgou (5%).

� Gender disparity is also lowest in

Borgou; gender disparity is
highest in Mono and Zou.

P
er

ce
nt

Net Attendance Ratio

Secondary School Net
Attendance Ratio by Region

Region
Atakoro
Borgou
Mono
Atlantique
Oueme
Zou

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

6
5
8

20
12
9

7
7

11
26
15
10

3
4

14
14
8
4

Total Males Females
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Schooling Status of Youth Ages 6 to 24 in Benin

At no age do more than 54% of youth attend school in Benin.

� The peak years of attendance are from ages 8 to 11, when about 50% of youth attend
school.

� The percentage of youth who have never attended school has not changed dramatically
in the past decade, having remained at about 50% among youth ages 8 and older.

The percentage of males attending school is higher than the percentage of females at
every age.

� For males, the highest attendance rate is at age 11 (67%), while for females the highest
attendance rate is at age 9 (41%).

School Attendance by Age and Sex

P
er

ce
nt

 in
 S

ch
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l

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996
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Page 5Benin

Primary and Secondary School Completion Rates in Benin

Only 15% of the

population 15 and

older has completed

primary school.

� Males are more
than twice as
likely as females
to have completed
primary school:
23% of males
have completed,
compared with 9%
of females.

Only 4% of those age 20 and above have completed secondary school.

� Males are 35 times more likely than females to have completed secondary school: 7% of males
have completed, compared with only 0.2% of females.

Educational Attainment of Adults in Benin

Educational attainment has been increasing for both men and women, but women’s
attainment still lags behind.

� 90% of men ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 35% of men ages 20 to 24.

� 98% of women ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 68% of women ages 20 to 24.

� 9% of men ages 65+ had at least some schooling, compared to 41% of men ages 20 to 24.

� Although the percentage of women with some primary schooling is still low, it has increased
from 2% in the 65+ age group to 22% in the 20 to 24 age group.

 20–24             25–34              35–44           45–54             55–64                65+

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996
 Age
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g 
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l
Source:  Benin DHS, 1996
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Women and men who never attended school and those who attended primary school were asked to assess their literacy with the
following question: “Can you read and understand a letter or newspaper easily, with difficulty, or not at all?”  People who said they
can read easily or with difficulty are grouped together as “can read.”

Overall, literacy in Benin is very low; however, men are twice as likely as women to be
literate:  44% of men say they can read, compared with only 22% of women.

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

Women Men

Literacy Among Women and Men

86% of women who com-
pleted Grade 4 report that
they can read.

�   Virtually all women who com-
  pleted Grade 6 report that
  they can read.

Women’s Literacy
by Years of Primary
School Completed

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996Years of Schooling

Women’s literacy, while
still very low, has been
increasing over the past
30 years.

� The percentage of
women who report
being able to read is
7% among women age
45 to 49 and 31%
among women age 15
to 19.

Age Group Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

Women’s Literacy by Age

Benin2.p65 9/7/00, 12:12 PM6
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The most common reason women gave for leaving school was failure on examinations.

� 29% of those who left during primary school and 35% of those who left during secondary
school cited failure on examinations as reason for leaving.

� Not liking school was the second most common reason for leaving school (30% at the primary
level and 18% at the secondary level).

� Females also left school because they were unable to pay school fees (11% at the primary
level and 14% at the secondary level).

� Pregnancy or marriage was rarely given as the main reason for leaving school (only 1.5% at
the primary level and 7% at the secondary level).

Main Reason for Leaving School Among Women
Ages 15 to 24,by Highest Level of Schooling Attended

Primary Secondary

Source:  Benin DHS, 1996
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