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Introduction

DHS EdData Education Profiles for Africa

This series of country education profiles uses internationally comparable data from USAID’s Demo-
graphic and Health Surveys (DHS) to characterize children’s participation in primary and secondary
schooling and adults’ schooling attainment and literacy for nine countries in sub-Saharan Africa.

These profiles provide information that, when combined with other country-specific data, can inform
education decision-making. Although the DHS began collecting education data along with demographic and
health data in 1984, these data were not analyzed and presented in a format accessible to educational
planners and policymakers until the DHS EdData activity began in 1999.

As data from new surveys and new African countries become available, these profiles will be updated
and expanded.

Data Presented in the Profiles

These profiles present data from nationally representative household and individual surveys. The
household survey provides information on educational status and attainment for every household member.
These data allow for the calculation of net and gross attendance ratios for primary and secondary school
(disaggregated by sex, urban/rural residence, and region); over-age, under-age, and on-time for grade;
age-specific schooling status of youth (currently attending, never attended, left school); and adult primary
and secondary school completion rates and educational attainment. From the individual women’s and
men'’s surveys, male and female literacy rates and female literacy by years of primary school completed
and by age are calculated. Additional data from the fourth phase of the DHS (MEASURE DHS+), which
started in 1999, allow the calculation of repetition, dropout, and survival rates. A technical appendix
specifies how each indicator is calculated and interpreted.

A Supplement to Other Sources of Education Data

The DHS measures of children’s participation in schooling differ from, yet supplement, traditional sources
of international education statistics, such as those produced by ministries of education or UNESCO. Statis-
tics on children’s school participation are usually derived from country data on children’s school enroliment,
which are collected from school records and are used to produce, among other indicators, net and gross
enrollment ratios (NER and GER).

DHS, on the other hand, measures children’s participation in schooling using data on school attendance,
collected from a sample of households. Net and gross attendance ratios (NAR and GAR) are calculated
based on the DHS question, “Is [name of child] still in school?” and on a question about the highest level
attended and grade completed. While the NAR and GAR might be seen as proxies for the more commonly
used NER and GER, discrepancies between attendance and enrollment ratios can be expected.

DHS EdData

DHS EdData is a USAID education-sector activity that is closely linked to the population and health
sector DHS. In addition to analyzing the education data collected by DHS surveys, DHS EdData also
conducts in-depth education surveys in a subset of DHS survey households.

Questions asked include: reasons for never attending school, dropping out of school, and absenteeism;
the age of first school attendance and school leaving; the frequency of school attendance; the type of
school attended; household expenditures on schooling; and household decision-making about education.
These questions, together with those asked in the DHS survey, provide information useful for education
policy and program planning and for monitoring USAID basic education activities. The linkage between the
DHS EdData and DHS surveys allows for an analysis of the relationships between education and health,
nutrition, family planning, and other individual and household characteristics.
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Benin DHS EdDATA Education Profile, 1996

The Benin Demographic and Health Survey

(DHS) was conducted in 1996. The survey
was administered to 4,499 households %‘I
and 5,491 women ages 15 to 49 and i-{f \[-J‘W.T____

1,535 men ages 20 to 64 from those f
¥,

households. fﬂﬂ\%x
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This 1996 snapshot of the primary and

| Id--' — ."l
secondary education setting in Benin found - —;? _5—2&@;

relatively low rates of participation at both !{C
Y

the primary and secondary school levels and L~ .
great gender, urban/rural, and regional disparities. L%-_; LA
200
e Fewer than half of the school-age children f ;Jﬂ
in Benin attended primary school (53% of males and 34% Y Eﬁ}d{j -
of females). ‘-r- L
L

e 34% of the primary school-age population was over or under =
the official primary school age range.

e 10% of secondary school-age youth attended secondary school (13% of males and
7% of females).

Educational attainment among adults was relatively low, though it has been
increasing. Gender disparity was great and literacy rates remained low.

e 15% of the population ages 15 and older had completed primary school.
e 4% of the population ages 20 and older had completed secondary school.

o Educational attainment has been on the increase: the percentage of men and women
with no schooling was much lower for those 20 to 24 than for those 65 and above.

e 44% of men reported that they were literate, compared to 22% of women.



Percentage of School-Age Children

Attending Primary School in Benin

Less than half of the school-age

children in Benin attend primary a7

school; girls are much less likely o 5B i Total

to attend than boys. § 34 Hivale

e Only 44% of children ages 6 to & Eremale
11 attend primary school.

e 53% of males ages 6 to 11 currently Nt Alendance Ratle - Gioss Alenidance Ratio

attend school, compared to 34% of

females. Source: Benin DHS, 1996

Many children attending primary school are outside of the official age range. This is
reflected in the difference between net and gross attendance ratios. This can have
tremendous impact on the educational infrastructure, the experience in the classroom, and
educational planning.

« Students over or under the official primary school age range make up 34% of the primary
school population.

« Among children of all ages, only 57 females attend primary school for every 100 males who
attend.

The net attendance ratio (NAR) is the percentage of the officia primary school-age population (ages 6 to 11 in Benin) that attends
primary school. The gross attendance ratio (GAR) is the total number of students attending primary school—regardless of age—
expressed as a percentage of the official primary school-age population.

Over-Age, Under-Age, and On-Time Students in Primary School

Only about 40% of primary school students are in the appropriate grade for their age;
the on-time proportion declines in the higher grades.

e 47% of the male primary school
students and 40% of the female
ECver-age students are over-age.
OUndsr-ags

e The percentage of males who

Percent

40 ECin-time
] are over-age ranges from 34%
&0 ) in Grade 1 to 60% in Grade 6.
o =] !.I.- The percentage for females
HE ME ME ME ME ME ranges from 24% in Grade 1 to
1 2 3 4 5 6 64% in Grade 6.

Srads
Source: Benin DHS, 1996 e Conversely, females are more

likely than males to be under-
The Implications of Over-Age/Under-Age Students age: 18% of females are
under-age for grade, com-
pared with 12% of males.

For the system: Both late entry into primary school and grade repetition can
cause children to be over-age for their grade. High repetition rates indicate
inefficiency in the education system.

In the classroom: Large numbers of over-age students present a challenge
for teachers who must teach a more diverse group with differing levels of
maturity and school preparedness.

Students are considered to be on time if they are at, or are one year older than, the official age for the grade; over age if they are two
or more years older; and under age if they are one or more years younger.
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Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School (Urban/Rural)

Children in urban areas are
much more likely to attend
primary school than childrenin

rural areas. ‘5 OTotal
2 H Mals
e Inurban areas, 61% of children 2 . |
ages 6 to 11 attend primary Ll
school, compared to only 34% in
rural areas. Urban Riirat
o Gender disparity in primary Ml Aftendance Fatio
school attendance is greater in Source: Benin DHS, 1996

rural than in urban areas: in
urban areas, males are 1.4 times more likely to attend primary school than are females; in rural
areas, males are 1.7 times more likely to attend primary school.

Primary School Net Attendance Ratio by Region

There are large regional disparities in primary school atten-
dance in Benin.

Borgou

e Primary school attendance is highest in the Atlantique region
(61%), which contains the capital city of Cotonou; atten-
dance is lowest in the Borgou region (30%).

Atakora

o In four of the six regions, fewer than 50% of school-age
children attend primary school.

e Gender disparity is lowest in Oueme and highest in the Mono

region.
Primary School Net Attendance Ratio by Region
Atlanti Region Total Males Females
antique Atakoro 38 46 30
Borgou 30 36 24
Mono 41 55 26
Atlantique 61 73 48
Oueme 52 60 44
Zou 44 52 36

Source: Benin DHS, 1996
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Percentage of Youth Attending Secondary School in Benin

10%o of secondary school-age youth

attend secondary school. And the

gender gap is even larger than at the

primary level. O Total

B Mals

BFemale

13% of males ages 12 to 18
attend secondary school, com-
pared with 7% of females in the
same age group.

Percent

Considering youth of all ages,
(gross attendance) only 47 fe- Met Afencance Raklo  Gross Mendance Ratio

males attend secondary school for

every 100 males who attend. Source: Benin DHS, 1996

The NAR is the percentage of the official secondary school-age population (ages 12 to 18 in Benin) that attends secondary school.
The GAR is the total number of students attending secondary school—regardless of age—expressed as a percentage of the official
secondary school age popul ation.

Percentage of School-Age Youth
Attending Secondary School (Urban/Rural)

Youth in urban areas are much

more likely to attend secondary

. Total
school than youth in rural areas. IS W Tols
(O]
3] B hale
0, i = ¥
e 17% of youth ages 12 to 18 in I 5 7 OEemale
urban areas attend secondary l_.ih_
school, compared with only 5% in
rural areas. Cfbdn Rial
o Inurban areas, males are nearly Net Attendance Ratio
twice as likely to attend secondary Source:  Benin DHS, 1996

school as are females; in rural areas, the gap is even greater.

Regional disparities in attendance are larger in secondary school than in primary school.

o In four of the six regions, fewer than 10% of children ages 12 to 18
attend secondary school.

e Attendance is highest in
Atlantique, where the capital
Cotonou is located (20%), and is

lowest in Borgou (5%).
Secondary School Net
Attendance Ratio by Region e Gender disparity is also lowest in
Borgou; gender disparity is
Region  Total Males Females highest in Mono and Zou.
Atakoro 6 7 3
Borgou 5 7 4
Mono 8 11 14
Atlantigue 20 26 14
Oueme 12 15 8
Atlantique Zou 9 10 4

Source: Benin DHS, 1996
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Schooling Status of Youth Ages 6 to 24 in Benin
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At no age do more than 54% of youth attend school in Benin.

¢ The peak years of attendance are from ages 8 to 11, when about 50% of youth attend

school.

e« The percentage of youth who have never attended school has not changed dramatically
in the past decade, having remained at about 50% among youth ages 8 and older.

School Attendance by Age and Sex
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Percent in School
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#ge Source: Benin DHS, 1996

The percentage of males attending school is higher than the percentage of females at

every age.

« For males, the highest attendance rate is at age 11 (67%), while for females the highest
attendance rate is at age 9 (41%).

Page 4
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Primary and Secondary School Completion Rates in Benin

Only 15% of the

°
population 15 and E
older has completed =)
rimary school. =
P Y 2 O Total
o Males are more g B Men
than twice as ) 4 ) o
likely as females S 032 .
to have completed S
. - K
Sgcz}:agfyni(;Teosl ' “Him any Secondarny
have completed, Laval of Schoaling
compared with 9% Source: Benin DHS, 1996

of females.
Only 4% of those age 20 and above have completed secondary school.

« Males are 35 times more likely than females to have completed secondary school: 7% of males
have completed, compared with only 0.2% of females.

Educational Attainment of Adults in Benin

100

30 4

28] T
B Secondary or higher

OFnmary

Percanl

40
B Mo schaoling

M F M F M F M F M F M F

20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+
Age
Source: Benin DHS, 1996

Educational attainment has been increasing for both men and women, but women'’s
attainment still lags behind.

¢ 90% of men ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 35% of men ages 20 to 24.
¢ 98% of women ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 68% of women ages 20 to 24.
e 9% of men ages 65+ had at least some schooling, compared to 41% of men ages 20 to 24.

¢ Although the percentage of women with some primary schooling is still low, it has increased
from 2% in the 65+ age group to 22% in the 20 to 24 age group.
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Literacy Among Women and Men

Overall, literacy in Benin is very low; however, men are twice as likely as women to be
literate: 44% of men say they can read, compared with only 22% of women.

Men

BACannot read 11 44%

B Canread

Source: Benin DHS, 1996

Women and men who never attended school and those who attended primary school were asked to assess their literacy with the
following question: “Can you read and understand a | etter or newspaper easily, with difficulty, or not at all?” People who said they
can read easily or with difficulty are grouped together as “can read.”

Women's Literacy by Age

Women'’s literacy, while
still very low, has been

increasing over the past 100 1 1 1 [
30 years. B0
e The percerr\\tage of E &0 O Cannot read
women who report
being able to read is a 407 B Can read
7% among women age 20
[0)
45 to 49 and 31% . . BN
among women age 15
to 19. 15=19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-30 40-44 45-49
Age Group Source: Benin DHS, 1996

Women's Literacy

100 = = —

BD 86% of women who com-
€ &0 4 OCannel read pleted Grade 4 report that
8 = B Can raad they can read.

a 407 « Virtually all women who com-

20 = pleted Grade 6 report that

. they can read.

Mane 1 2 3 4 5 B

Years of Schooling Source:  Benin DHS, 1996
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Main Reason for Leaving School Among Women

Ages 15 to 24,by Highest Level of Schooling Attended
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The most common reason women gave for leaving school was failure on examinations.

e 29% of those who left during primary school and 35% of those who left during secondary
school cited failure on examinations as reason for leaving.

« Not liking school was the second most common reason for leaving school (30% at the primary

level and 18% at the secondary level).

« Females also left school because they were unable to pay school fees (11% at the primary

level and 14% at the secondary level).

« Pregnancy or marriage was rarely given as the main reason for leaving school (only 1.5% at
the primary level and 7% at the secondary level).

Benin
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Ghana DHS EdDATA Education Profile, 1993 and 1998

The Ghana Demographic and Health Surveys
(DHS) were conducted in 1993/94 and
1998/99. The 1993/94 survey was admin-
istered to 5,822 households and 4,562
women ages 15 to 49 and 1,302 men ages
15 to 59 from those households. The
1998/99 survey was administered to 6,003
households and 5,054 women ages 15 to 49
and 1,114 men ages 15 to 59.

Having data from two surveys allowed for an analysis
of changes in the educational setting over time. This
profile analysis found moderate rates of primary
school attendance and low rates of secondary

school attendance with large urban/rural and re-
gional variation, but relatively little gender disparity in
the schooling of children.

Between 1993 and 1998, there was no change in primary school attendance;
secondary school attendance increased.

e In 1993 and 1998, three-quarters of the school-age children in Ghana attended
primary school.

e 27% of the primary school-age population was over or under the official primary school
age range.

e In 1998, 34% of secondary school-age youth attended secondary school; this is an
increase from 28% in 1993.

Educational attainment and literacy among adults has been increasing. There
was great gender disparity in adult literacy and educational attainment.

e In 1998, 58% of the population ages 15 and older had completed primary school,
compared to 52% in 1993.

e In 1998, 9% of the population ages 20 and older had completed secondary school,
compared to 6% in 1993.

e Between 1993 and 1998, the percentage of men reporting to be literate increased
from 65% to 76% and the percentage of women increased from 43% to 51%.



Percentage of School-Age Children Attending
Primary School in Ghana, 1993 and 1998

In 1998, three-quarters
of school-age children
in Ghana attended
primary school—the
same as 1993. School-
age males and females
were equally likely to
attend.

e Inboth 1993 and 1998,
76% of children ages 6 Total Male Female Total Male Female

to 11 attended primary Met Attendance Ratio Gross Attendance Ratio
school.

TBTs  TTVT 75 76 @993

O1998

Parcent in Schaol

Source: Ghana DHS, 1993 and 1998
e In 1998, 77% of males ages 6 to 11 attended, compared to 76% of females.

Many of the children attending primary school are outside of the official age range, as
reflected in the difference between net and gross attendance ratios. This can have
tremendous impact on the educational infrastructure, the experience in the classroom, and
educational planning.

o In 1998, students over or under the official primary school-age range made up 27% of
the primary school population—the same as 1993.

Between 1993 and 1998, the gap between the attendance of females and males of
all ages decreased.

e In 1998, approximately 96 females attended primary school for every 100 males; in
1993, approximately 91 females attended primary school for every 100 males.

The net attendance ratio (NAR) is the percent of the official primary school-age population (ages 6 to 11 in Ghana) that attends
primary school. The gross attendance ratio (GAR) is the total number of students attending primary school-regardless of age—
expressed as a percent of the official primary school-age population.

Over-Age, Under-Age, and On-Time

Students in Primary School in Ghana, 1998

100 In 1998, 52% of primary

a0 school students were in the
= &0 appropriate grade for their
3 B Over-Age age.
o 40
o OUnder-Age e 38% of both male and

2 HOn-Time female primary school stu-

0 dents were over-age.
MF MF MF MF MF MEF
] 5 3 4 5 5 « Males and females were also

almost equally likely to be
Grad under-age: 11% of males
rade 0
Source: Ghana DHS. 1998 and 10% of females were
under-age.
Students are considered to be on time if they are at, or are one year older than, the official age for the grade; over age if they are
two or more years older; and under age if they are one or more years younger.
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Percentage of School-Age Children Attending
Primary School (Urban/Rural), 1993 and 1998

In 1998, children in Ghana’'s urban areas were 1.2 times more likely to attend primary
school than children in rural areas; this figure has not changed since 1993.

¢ In 1998, 87% of urban chil-
dren ages 6 to 11 attended
primary school, compared to
72% in rural areas.

88 87 88 86
71 727372 mTotal (1993)

O Total (1998)
H Male {1998)
OFemale (1998)

Fercentin school

Urban Rural
Net Attendance Ratio

Source: Ghana DHS, 1993 and 1998

Percentage of School-Age Children Attending

Primary School by Region, 1993 and 1998

In both 1993 and a1

85 gy B384 85 BEBDE? 85 88

1998 large regional 75 76 50

disparities in primary
school attendance
were found.
Between the two
surveys, primary
school attendance
declined substantially
in 4 regions.

1993
Oo199a8

Percent

Maorthermn  Lipper Upper  Brong volta Ashanti Central Greater VWestern Eastern
East ‘West  Ahafo Acora

e In 1998, primary
school attendance
was highest in
Greater Accra and the Western and Eastern regions (86% to 88%) and lowest in the
Northern region (34%).

Net Attendance Ratio Source: Ghana DHS, 1993 and 1998

« In 3 of the 10 regions, less than one-half of school- Primary School Net Attendance
age children attended primary school in 1998. Ratio By Sex, 1998

« Between 1993 and 1998, primary school attendance Reglon Males Females
declined in 4 regions: Northern (from 48% to 34%), Northem 38 31
Upper East (from 57% to 41%), Upper West (from Upper Eastem 41 40
56% to 45%) and Brong Ahafo regions (from 81% to UpperWestem 44 45
75%). Brong Ahafo 73 77

Volta 85 76

In 7 of the 10 regions, males and females were Ashanti 78 85

nearly equally likely to attend primary school. Central 84 83

« In the Northern and Volta regions, however, males are \(lavr:;teern;\Accra gg gg
more likely to attend than females, and in the Ashanti e 89 87
region, females are more likely to attend than males.
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Gross Attendance Ratio by Grade, 1993 and 1998

118

m1993
O1998

Percent

1 2 3 4 5 5]
Grade

Source: Ghana DHS, 1993 and 1998

Between 1993 and 1998, primary school attendance by grade did not change sub-
stantially for most grades.

e The relative stagnation in the gross attendance ratio for first grade (often referred to as
the gross access ratio) is additional evidence that, proportionately, the same number of
children had access to primary school education in 1998 as they did in 1993.

e The increased attendance in Grade 6 in 1993 is likely an indication of higher levels of
repetition in the final grade of primary school. This attendance increase in Grade 6 was
not observed in 1998 and may be evidence of a lower repetition rate in this grade.

« The small decline in attendance levels between grades (with the exception of Grade 2)
indicates relatively low levels of student drop out through the primary cycle.

GAR by grade is the number of children attending each grade-regardless of age—divided by the number of children in the popu-
lation that are the official age for that grade.
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Percentage of Youth Attending Secondary

School in Ghana, 1993 and 1998

In 1998, one-third of sec-
ondary school-age youth
attended secondary school;
between 1993 and 1998,
attendance increased and
gender disparity decreased.

e 34% of school-age youth
attended secondary school
in 1998, compared to 28% in
1993.

Fercent in School

Total Mele Female Total Mele Female
Met Attendance Ratio Gross Aftendance Ratio

e In 1998, 31% of males ages Source: Ghana DHS, 1993 and 1998
12 to 18 attended second-
ary school, compared with 33% of females in the same age group; in 1993, 31% of males
and 25% of females attended.

« Among students of all ages in 1998, approximately 82 females attended secondary school
for every 100 males who attended; in 1993, approximately 76 females attended for every
100 males.

The NAR is the percentage of the official secondary school-age population (ages 12 to 18 in Ghana) that attends secondary
school. The GAR is the total number of students attending secondary school-regardless of age—expressed as a percentage of the
official secondary school-age population.

Percentage of School-Age Youth Attending

Secondary School (Urban/Rural), 1993 and 1998

In both 1993 and 1998
urban youth were much
more likely than rural
youth to attend second-
ary school.

2 B 4 @ Total (1993)
> 3 32 55 [Total (1998)
24 W Males (1998)
OFemales (1998)
e INn 1998, 42% of urban
youth ages 12 to 18

attended secondary Urban et Attendance R t_F"curaul
school, compared with gt Attendance Ratio

30% in rural areas. Source: Ghana DHS, 1993 and 1998

Percent in School

o Gender disparity in secondary school attendance was higher in rural than urban areas.

Between 1993 and 1998, both urban and rural secondary school attendance in-
creased by about 25%.
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Percentage of School-Age Youth Attending

Secondary School in Ghana by Region, 1993 and 1998

8
= 1993
L]
E 1998
E
@
5]
o
o
Morthern  Upper Upper Brong Wolta Azhanti Central Greater Western Eastern
East West Ahafo Accra
Net Attendance Ratio Source: Ghana DHS, 1993 and 1998

Relatively low secondary school attendance was found in the
same regions with low primary school attendance.

o In 1998, secondary school attendance was highest in the Ashanti,
Greater Accra and Eastern regions (38% to 40%) and lowest in
the Northern region (16%).

o In 3 of the 10 regions, less than one-quarter of school-age
children attended secondary school in 1998.

Between 1993 and 1998, secondary school attendance
increased in almost every region.

« Secondary school attendance increased in all but one region in Brong Ahafo
Ghana: in the Brong Ahafo region attendance decreased from

35% to 31%.  Volta
In 7 of the 10 regions, males and females were almost Eastern :
equally likely to attend secondary school. v 4

« Inthe Northern and Volta Central W& o
regions, however, males Accra

were more likely to
attend than females (the same regions where male

Secondary School Net Attendance primary school attendance was found to be higher),
Ratio By Sex, 1998 and in the Brong Ahafo region, females were more

Region Males Females likely to attend than males.

Northern 18 13

Upper Eastern 24 23

Upper Western 18 17

Brong Ahafo 27 34

Volta 36 28

Ashanti 41 40

Central 34 33

Greater Accra 38 38

Western 36 34

Eastern 34 34
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Schooling Status of Youth Ages 6 to 24 in Ghana, 1998

At no age did more than 80% of youth attend school in Ghana in 1998.

e The peak year of atten-
dance is age 10 when
100 78% of youth attended
school; the peak age

range w 14 rs.
Wl Never attendad ange was 8 to years

OLeft school e The percentage of youth
W Attending school who have never attended
school decreased over
time. This percentage fell
from between 20% to
& & 1042 1t 36 48 o3 25% for those over the
Age ages of 18 to 15% to
20% for those ages 10 to
18.

Percent
o B 8 8 B

Source: Ghana DHS, 1998

School Attendance by Age and Sex, 1993 and 1998

In 1998, the percentage of males and females attending school was roughly the same
until the age of 15 when female attendance dropped off faster than male attendence.

e For both males and
females, the highes
attendance in both

©
1993 and 1998 was E ®— Male (1998)
atages 10 and 11 52 Female (1998)
when about 85% of = Male (1993)
males and females ®
attended school. = Female (1993)
[+

Source: Ghana DHS, 1993 and 1998

Between 1993 and 1998, the attendance of females age 14 to 17 increased; male
attendance remained the same.

e In 1993, only 63% of 14-year-old females attended school. By 1998, this percent had
increased to 76%. At age 17, 30% of females attended school in 1993, compared to 37%
in 1998.
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Primary and Secondary School Completion
Rates in Ghana, 1993 and 1998

In 1998, 58% of the popula-
tion 15 and older had com-

T g BB B Total (1993) pleted primary school, com-
g‘u 52 48 0 Total (1588) pared to 52% in 1993.

E B Men (1228) .

- g 13 e In 1998, men were 1.4 times
E 6 5 O'Women (1998) likelv than men t

3 — 1 more likely than women to
T Bt e have completed primary

5 v v school: 69% of men had

[«

Level ol Schag(ing completed compared with only

Source: Ghana DHS, 1993 and 1998 48% of women.

This increase in overall primary school completion reflects increases in both male
and female completion.

e In 1993, only 61% of men and 43% of women had completed primary school. (1993 data
not shown.)

In 1998, only 9% of men and women ages 20 and above had completed secondary
school.

e« Men were almost 3 times more likely than women to have completed secondary school;
13% of men had completed, compared with only 5% of women.

Between 1993 and 1998, the rate of women’s secondary school completion in-
creased more than men'’s.

e In 1993, 11% of men but only 3% of women had completed secondary school (not
shown).

Educational Attainment of Adults in Ghana, 1998

Educational attainment has
been steadily increasing for

both men and women, but 100
women'’s attainment still 80
lags behind. -E &0 H Secondary or higher
o In 1998, 67% of men ages E s O Frimary
65+ had no schooling, & B Mo schooling
compared to 12% of men 20
age 20 to 24. 0
MF MF MF MF MF MF
* 89% of women ages 65+ 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+
had no schooling, compared
to 25% among those 20 to 24. Age Source: Ghana DHS, 1998

o 11% of men ages 65+ had at least some primary schooling, compared to 77% of men ages
20 to 24.

e 4% of women ages 65+ had at least some primary schooling, compared to 58% of
women 20 to 24.
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Literacy Among Women and Men in Ghana, 1993 and 1998

In 1998, men were 1.5 times more likely to be literate than women: 78% of men
reported that they could read, compared to 51% of women. In 1993, only 65% of
men and 43% of women reported that they could read.

Women Men

35%
1993
57% Literacy
A Cannot read
B Can read
24%
Literacy
49%

rrce: Ghana DHS, 1993 and 1998

Women's Literacy by Years of Primary School Completed, 1998

In 1998, 92% of women who completed Grade 4 and 100% of those who com-
pleted Grade 7 reported that they could read.

100 5 —
80 -
60 4 O Cannot read

Fercent

W Can read
40 1

20 4
0 -

None 1 2 3 4 3 ] ¥ [

Years of Schooling
Source: Ghana DHS, 1998

Women and men who never attended school and those who attended primary school were asked to assess their literacy with the
following question: “Can you read and understand a letter or newspaper easily, with difficulty, or not at all?” People who said
they can read easily or with difficulty are grouped together as “can read.”
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Women's Literacy by Age

Women'’s literacy, while still low, has been increasing over the past 30 years.

e In 1998, 39% of women 45 to 49 reported that they could read, compared to 73% of
women 15 to 19.

100 -
80 4

60 - OCannot read

40 4 ECan read
20 4

Percent

U. o
15-18 20-24 25-29 30-35 35-39 40-44 45-49

Years of Schooling

Source: Ghana DHS, 1998
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Guinea DHS EdDATA Education Profile, 1999

The Guinea Demographic and Health Survey
(DHS) was conducted in 1999. The survey
was administered to 5,090 households

and 8,000 women ages 15 to 49 and

2,500 men ages 15 to 59 from those
households.

This 1999 snapshot of the primary and
secondary education setting in Guinea found
low rates of participation at both the primary and
secondary school levels and great urban/rural, regional
and gender disparities.

e Only 40% of school-age children in Guinea attended
primary school (46% of males and 33% of females).

e 34% of the primary school-aged population was over or under
the official primary school age range.

e 13% of secondary school-age youth attended secondary school (17% of males and
8% of females).

The survey also found high rates of repetition and relatively high rates of sur-
vival to Grades 5 and 6 (for the 40% of school-age children who enter school).

e Between 10% and 15% of students repeated Grades 1 to 5: the repetition rate in
Grade 6 was over 20%.

e 89% of children who entered Grade 1 will eventually attend Grade 5 and 84% will
attend Grade 6.

Educational attainment among adults was low, though it has been increasing.
Gender disparity was great and literacy rates were low.

e 16% of the population ages 15 and older completed primary school.
e 4% of the population ages 20 and older completed secondary school.

e Educational attainment has been on the increase: the percentage of men and women
with no schooling was much lower for those 20 to 24 than for those 65 and above.

e Men are more than twice as likely as women to be literate in Guinea: 37% of men
reported that they were literate, compared to only 14% of women.



Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School in Guinea

Less than half of the school-

age children in Guinea attend 61 18 O Total

primary school; females are E 46 48
much less likely to attend than & 40 13 B Male
males. c OFemale
e Only 40% of children ages7to &
12 attend primary school. £
o Met Attendance Ratio Gross Attendance Ratio
e 46% of males ages 7 to 12 Source: Guinea DHS, 1999

attend compared to 33% of females.

Many of the children attending primary school are outside of the official age range.
This is reflected in the difference between net and gross attendance ratios. This can
have tremendous impact on the educational infrastructure, the experience in the classroom,
and educational planning.

o Students over or under the official primary school age range make up 34% of the primary
school population.

« Among children of all ages, 65 females attend primary school for every 100 males who
attend.

The net attendance ratio (NAR) is the percentage of the official primary school age population (ages 7 to 12 in Guinea) that
attends primary school. The gross attendance ratio (GAR) is the total number of students attending primary school-regardless
of age—expressed as a percentage of the official primary school age population.

Over-Age, Under-Age, and On-Time

Students in Primary School

Only about 38% of primary 100 -

school students are in the

appropriate grade for their age. _ 80 1 B Over-age

= p

« 53% of male primary school 3 o0 OUnder-age
students and 44% of female g 40 1 EOn-time
students are over-age. 20 4

e The percentage of males who 0 4
are over-age ranges from 34% in ME ME ME ME ME MEF
Grade 1 to 75% in Grade 6. In 1 2 3 4 5 6
general, the percentage over-age is Grade Source: Guinea DHS, 1999

lower for females, ranging
from 25% in Grade 1 to 62%
in Grade 6.

o Conversely, females are slightly more likely to be under-age: 23% of females are under-
age, compared to 21% of males.

e The percent of males who are under-age ranges from 22% in Grade 1 to 5% in Grade 6.
For females, the range is from 23% in Grade 1 to 6% in Grades 4 and 6.

Students are considered to be on time if they are at, or are one year older than, the official age for the grade; over age if they
are two or more years older; and under age if they are one or more years younger.
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Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School (Urban/Rural)

20 77 In Guinea, children in urban
64 areas are 2.5 times more
E O Total likely to attend primary
§ 57 34 | Male school than children in rural

21 OFemale areas.
e In urban areas, 70% of chil-

dren ages 7 to 12 attend
Urban _Rural primary school, compared to
Met Attendance Ratio v 27% i |
Source: Guinea DHS, 1999 only o In rural areas.

Gender disparity in primary school attendance is greater in rural areas than urban areas:
in urban areas, males are 1.2 times more likely to attend primary school than females
(77% versus 62%); in rural areas, males are 1.6 times more likely to attend primary
school (34% versus 21%).

Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School by Region

O Total
H Male
OFemale

FPercent in Schoaol

Lower Guinea Central Upper Guinea Forest Guinea Conakry
Guinea
Net Attendance Ratio

Source: Guinea DHS, 1999

There are large regional disparities in
primary school attendance in Guinea.

Central
Guinea

o Primary school attendance is highest in
the Conakry urban area (79%) and lowest
in the Central and Upper Guinea regions
(23%).

¢ In 4 of the 5 regions, less than one-half of
school-age children (and one-third or
fewer females) attend primary school.

Upper
Guinea

Lower
Guinea

Forest
Guinea

o Gender disparity is lowest in the Conakry
area and highest in the Forest Guinea
region.
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Primary School Repetition in Guinea

B Male
CIFemale

Percent Repeating

Grade

Source: Guinea DHS, 1999

Grade repetition is relatively high in all grades, but especially in Grade 6.
o Between 10% and 15% of students repeat Grades 1 to 5.

e The repetition rate in Grade 6 is more than 20%. This repetition is likely due to failure on
the primary school leaving examination that is administered at the end of Grade 6. The
exam is used to limit progression to secondary schools.

e The percent of males and females repeating a grade is relatively equal until Grade 6 when
a higher percent of males are repeating than females.

Primary School Dropout in Guinea

The percentage of females dropping out is consistently higher than males at all
grades except at Grade 3.

« Females are more likely to drop out at Grade 6, while males are more likely to repeat
grades.

B Male
O Female

Percent of Dropouts

Grade Source: Guinea DHS, 1999
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Survival to Grades 5 and 6 in Guinea

89% of children who enter Grade 1 will eventually attend Grade 5; 84% will attend
Grade 6. Note: Only 40% of school-age children enter school.

e 919% of males will attend
Grade 5 and 87% will ad-

89 91 g7 84 87 vance to Grade 6.
= OTotal o 87% of females will attend
% B Mal Grade 5 and 79% will ad-
o e vance to Grade 6.
OFemales
To Grade 5 To Grade 6
95 a3 an
e 95% of urban children in rural areas attend & 78
grade 5 compared with 83% in rural areas. 8 E Urban
[ik]
e 90% of urban children attend Grade 6, o ORural
compared to 78% in rural areas.
To Grade 5 To Grade 6

Source: Guinea DHS, 1999

Survival rates assume that each student, regardless of the number of times he/she has been in a grade, has the same probability
of drop out or repetition as someone in the grade for the first time.

Percentage of Youth Attending Secondary School

Only 13% of secondary school 26
age youth attend secondary
school, and the gender gap is
even larger than at the pri-
mary level.

O Total
E Male
OFemale

11

« Males are more than twice as
likely to be attending second-
ary school than females: 17%
of males ages 13 to 19 attend
secondary school, compared
to only 8% of females in the Source: Guinea DHS, 1959
same age group.

Fercent in Schaol

Met Atendance Ratio Gross Mtendance Ratio

« Among students of all ages (gross attendance), only 42 females attend school for every
100 males who attend.

The NAR is the percentage of the official secondary school age population (ages 13 to 19 in Guinea) that attends secondary
school. The GAR is the total number of students attending secondary school-regardless of age—expressed as a percentage of
the official secondary school age population.
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32
25

Percent in School

Percentage of School-Age Youth
Attending Secondary School (Urban/Rural)

OTotal
HMale
g
B - 5 OFemale

Urban
Net Attendance Ratio

Rural

Source: Guinea DHS, 1999

o Inurban areas, males are nearly twice as likely to attend secondary school as females (32%
versus 17%); in rural areas the gap is even wider with males being 4 times more likely
than females to attend secondary school (9% versus 2%).

In Guinea, youth in urban areas
are much more likely to attend
secondary school than youth in

rural areas.

e 25% of youth ag

es 13 to 19 attend

secondary school in urban areas,
compared with only 6% in rural

areas.

Secondary School Net Attendance Ratio by Region

* Similar to the primary school Secondary School Net Attendance Ratio by Region
attendance findings, the NAR Region Total Males  Females
is highest in Conakry (25%), Lower Guinea 14 4 5
and lowest in Upper Guinea Central Guinea 9 1 6
(6%). Upper Guinea 6 7 4
« Gender disparity is greater at Forest Guinea 11 16 5
the secondary level than at Conakry 25 32 19

the primary level. Gender
disparity in secondary school
is lowest in Conakry where males are 1.7 times more likely to attend secondary school
than females and highest in Lower Guinea where males are 4.8 times more likely than
females to attend secondary school.

Schooling Status of Youth Ages 5 to 24 in Guinea

At no age do more

than 50% of youth 100 ~
attend school in 80 4
Guinea. sl @ Mever attended
e The peak year of g O Left schoal
attendance is age g 401 @ Attending schoal
11 when 50% of 20 I I
youth attend 10 “ I] | (Al
school. B
15 18 29 23
e The percentage Age

of youth who Source: Guinea DHS, 1999

have never attended school has decreased in the past decade; this percentage went from
about 65% among those in their 20s to about 55% for those in their early teens.
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School Attendance by Age and Sex

The percentage of
males attending
school is higher than
the percentage of
females at every age.

For males, the high-
est attendance rate is
age 11 (60%), while
for females the
highest attendance
rate is age 12 (41%).

Percent in School

100 -

11 [ R P

[T/ [ R <
A i s e s e Female

20 -

—a— Male

Source: Guinea DHS, 1999

Primary and Secondary School Completion Rates in Guinea

Only 16% of the popula-
tion 15 and older has
completed primary
school.

Men are more than twice
as likely than women to
have completed primary
school: 24% of men have
completed compared with
only 9% of women.

Only 4% of those ages
20 and above have com-
pleted secondary school.

Parcant Completing Level

24
O Total
B Men
8 - OWomen
= By
Primary Secondary

Level of Schooling

Source: Guinea DHS, 1999

e Men are over 3 times more likely than women to have completed secondary school; 7% of
men have completed secondary school, compared with only 2% of women.

Page 6
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Educational Attainment of Adults, by Age and Sex

Percent

100 -

80 -

60 4 W Secondary or higher
OFrimary

40 4 ,
B Mo schooling

20 4

D .
M F M F M F M F M F M F

20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ Source: Guinea DHS, 1999
Age Group

Educational attainment has been steadily increasing for both men and women, but
women’s attainment continues to be lower than men'’s.

e 96% of men ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 51% for men ages 20 to 24.
¢ 99% of women ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 76% for women ages 20 to 24.
e 2% of men ages 65+ had some primary schooling, compared to 17% of men ages 20 to 24.

e 0.5% of women ages 65+ had some primary schooling, compared to 12% of women ages
20 to 24.

Literacy Among Women and Men in Guinea

Overall, literacy in Guinea is very low. Men are more than twice as likely as women to
be literate: 37% of men say that they can read, compared to only 14% of women.

Women Men
14%

[ Cannot read
W Can read

Source: Guinea DHS, 1999

Women and men who never attended school and those who attended primary school were asked to assess their literacy with the
following question: “Can you read and understand a letter or newspaper easily, with difficulty, or not at all?” People who said
they can read easily or with difficulty are grouped together as “can read.”
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Women's Literacy by Years of Primary School Completed

329% of women who com-
pleted Grade 4 report that

a0
&0 O] Cannat read they can read.
40 4 B Can read
20

0

Percent

o 64% of women who
completed Grade 6

report that they can
None 1 2 & 4 5 6 read.

Years of Schooling
Source: Guinea DHS, 1999

Women'’s Literacy by Age

Women'’s literacy, while 100

still very low, has been a0 -
increasing over the past -
30 years. & 60 1 OCannotread
« The percentage of women & %7 W Can read
who report being able to 20 1
read is 8% among women 0 -

45 to 49 and 23% among
women 15 to 19.

15=19 20=24 25=29 30-34 35=-39 40-44 4549
Age Group

Source: Guinea DHS, 1999
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Malawi DHS EdDATA Education Profile, 1992 and 1996

The Malawi Demographic and Health Sur-
veys (DHS) were conducted in 1992 and
1996. The 1992 survey was adminis-
tered to 5,323 households and 4,849
women ages 15 to 49 and 1,151 men
ages 15 to 54 from those households.
The 1996 survey was administered to
2,798 households, 2,683 women ages 15
to 49 and 2,658 men ages 15 to 59.

Having data from two surveys allowed for an analysis
of changes in the educational setting over time. The
timing of the Malawi surveys allowed for a particularly
interesting analysis: the first survey was conducted

before, and the second survey shortly after, the declaration
of free, universal primary education (UPE).

This analysis found moderate rates of primary school attendance with a sub-
stantial increase between 1992 and 1996. Secondary school attendance was
found to be very low and remained unchanged between the two surveys.
Malawi had large urban/rural and regional variation, but relatively little gender
disparity in educational participation.

e In 1996, 70% of school-age children attended primary school, up from 58% in 1992.

e Between 1992 and 1996, female attendance increased from 58% to 73% and male
attendance increased from 58% to 68% between 1992 and 1996.

e In 1996, students over or under the official primary school age range made up 26% of
the primary school population; this percentage is down from 33% in 1992.

e In 1996, 2% of secondary school-age youth attended secondary school, the same as
1992.

Educational attainment was relatively low, as was literacy. There was great
gender disparity in educational attainment of adults.

e In 1996, 15 % of the population ages 15 and older had completed primary school,
compared to 16% in 1992.

e In 1996, 4% of the population ages 20 and older had completed secondary school,
compared to 3% in 1992.

e Between 1992 and 1996, the percentage of men who reported that they were literate
remained at 72%, the percentage of women who reported to be literate remained at
45%.



Percentage of School-Age Children Attending

Primary School in Malawi, 1992 and 1996

96 g4 99 94

W 1992
O 1996

Percent in School

Total Male Female Total Male Female
Met Attendance Ratio Gross Attendance Ratio

Source: Malawi DHS, 1992 and 1996

In 1996, almost three-quarters of school-age children in Malawi attended primary
school, a substantial increase since 1992,

e In 1996, 70% of children ages 6 to 13 attended primary school, up from 58% in 1992.

In 1996, school age females were slightly more likely to attend primary school
than males. Female attendance increased more than male attendance between
1992 and 1996.

e In 1996, 73% of females ages 6 to 13 attended primary school, compared to 68% of
males. In 1992, 58% of school-age males and females attended primary school.

Many of the children attending primary school are outside of the official age range.
This is reflected in the difference between net and gross attendance ratios. This can
have tremendous impact on the educational infrastructure, the experience in the classroom
and educational planning.

The percent of students over or under the official school-age range declined be-
tween 1992 and 1996, but remained relatively high.

e In 1996, students over or under the official primary school-age range made up 26% of
the primary school population, down from 33% in 1992.

Between 1992 and 1996, the gap between female and male primary school atten-
dance (among children of all ages) decreased, but there were still proportionately
more males than females in primary school.

e In 1996, 95 females attended primary school for every 100 males who attended. In 1992,
83 females attended primary school for every 100 males.

The net attendance ratio (NAR) is the percentage of the official primary school-age population (ages 6 to 13 in Malawi) that attends
primary school. The gross attendance ratio (GAR) is the total number of students attending primary school-regardless of age—expressed as
a percentage of the official primary school-age population.
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Over-Age, Under-Age, and On-Time

Students in Primary School in Malawi, 1996

100
80
£ 60 B Over-Age
5 OUnder-Age
T 40 ] -
o | B On-Time
20 =-"l--H I"H_|-H-
0
M F M F M F M F M F
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Grade

Source: Malawi DHS, 1996

In 1996, 24% of primary school students were in the appropriate grade for their
age; this is the same figure as 1992. (1992 data not shown.)

e 76% of male primary school students and 72% of females were over-age.

« Males and females were equally likely to be under-age: 2% of both males and females
were under-age. In 1992, a higher percent of females and males were under-age: 7% of
males and 10% of females. (1992 data not shown.)

Students are considered to be on time if they are at, or are one year older than, the official age for the grade; over age if they are two or
more years older; and under age if they are one or more years younger. Note: The 1996 DHS did not collect school attendance data for
children under age 6, so the percentage of children under-age in Grade 1 is unknown, and the percentage under-age in Grade 2 may be

underestimated. The 1992 DHS did collect school attendance data for children age 5 and found that 10% of the children in Grade 1
were under-age.
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Percentage of School-Age Children Attending
Primary School (Urban/Rural), 1992 and 1996

In 1996, school-age children a7 a5 ga

in urban areas were more 5| 78 68 1 g _
likely to attend primary -+ 55 B Total (1992)
school than children in rural ”g O Total (1998)
areas, but this urban/rural -E W Male (1996)
disparity declined between o '
1992 and 1996. ﬁli_’ OFemale (1996)
e In 1996, 87% of urban chil-

dren ages 6 to 13 attended Urban Rural

primary school, compared to Net Attendance Ratio

68% in rural areas, up from Source: Malawi DHS, 1992 and 1996

78% of urban and 55% of rural children in 1993.

In 1996, there was little gender disparity in urban areas, but in rural areas males were
slightly more likely to attend than females.

Percentage of School-Age Children Attending
Primary School by Region, 1992 and 1996
B Total (1992)

W Male (1992)
OFemale (1292)

gpB383 845385

O Total {1996)
H Male (1996)
OFemale (1298)

Percentin School

Southern Central Morthern

Met Atendance Ratio
Source: Malawi DHS, 1992 and 1996

" ake Malawi

Regional disparity in primary school attendance in Malawi
declined between 1992 and 1996.

¢ Between 1992 and 1996, primary school attendance in-
creased from 55% to around 70% in the Southern and Cen-
tral regions. The increase in attendance in the Northern
region was much smaller: from 82% in 1992 to 84% in 1996.

In all 3 regions, the percentage of school-age children
attending primary school was slightly higher for females
than for males.

o Gender disparity is greatest in the Northern region where 73% of females and 67% of
males attended primary school.
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Gross Attendance Ratio by Grade, 1992 and 1996

123

102107
g 1992

O1996

Percent

1 2 3 4 5 ] 7 8
Grade

Source: Malawi DHS, 1992 and 1996

The jump in gross attendance ratios in Grades 1 and 2 between 1992 and 1996 is
an indication of the massive influx of students into the primary education system
after the declaration of free, universal primary education (UPE) in Malawi in 1994.

« While UPE may have inflated primary school attendance in the earliest grades, drop-out
and/or repetition patterns seem to remain the same.

e The pattern of decline in attendance between Grades 2 and 8 (seen pre- and post-UPE) is
an indicator of a high level of student drop out over time.

GAR by grade is the number of children attending each grade—regardless of age—divided by the number of children in the population that
are the official age for that grade.

Page 4 Malawi



Percentage of Youth Attending Secondary School

The percentage of secondary school-age youth attending secondary school did not
change between 1992 and 1996.

e 1In 1996, 2% of secondary
school-age youth attended
secondary school, the same
percent as 1992.

Between 1992 and 1996,
female attendance increase
slightly; male attendance Tatal  Male

W 1992
O 1996

Percent in Schaaol

- Female Total Male Female
remained the same. Met Attendance Ratio Gross Attendance Ratic

e In 1996, 3% of females age Source: Malawi DHS, 1992 and 1996
14 to 17 attended secondary school, compared with 2% of males in the same age group;
in 1992, 1% of both males and females attended secondary school.

Among students of all ages (gross attendance), gender disparity in favor of males
increased between 1992 and 1996.

e In 1996, approximately 50 females attended secondary school for every 100 males who
attended; in 1992, 70 females attended secondary school for every 100 males.

The NAR is the percentage of the official secondary school-age population (ages 14 to 17 in Malawi) that attends secondary school. The
GAR is the total number of students attending secondary school-regardless of age—expressed as a percentage of the official secondary
school-age population.

Percentage of School-Age Youth Attending

Secondary School (Urban/Rural)

In Malawi, urban youth

- W Total (1992
are much more likely to l !
attend secondary school EMale (1992)
than rural youth. 10 10 OFemale (1992)

e In 1996, 10% of urban
youth ages 14 to 17
attended secondary
school, compared to only
1% in rural areas. Urban Rural

Between 1992 and 1996, NetAttendance Rato
male secondary school

attendance in urban

areas doubled, female attendance remained the same.

Percentin Schoal

g
, 8
a8
= O Total (15986)
111 1294
omer— ol EMale (1996)

OFemale {1996)

Source: Malawi DHS, 1992 and 1996

¢ Between 1992 and 1996, secondary school attendance for males in urban areas increased
from 5% to 10%; female attendance changed little: from 8% to 9%.

Rural secondary school attendance did not change between 1992 and 1996.

« In rural areas, secondary school attendance remained at 1% in 1992 and 1996.
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Percentage of School-Age Youth Attending Secondary

School in Malawi (by Region), 1992 and 1996

@ Total (1992)
HMale (1982)
OFemale (1992)

O Total (1996)
EMale (1998)
OFemale {1996)

Percent in School

Southem Central Northern
Net Attendance Ratio

Source: Malawi DHS, 1992 and 1996

Secondary school attendance is low in all 3 regions in
Malawi. Between 1992 and 1996, attendance went up
slightly in the Southern and Northern regions, it de-
creased slightly in the Central region.

e In 1996, secondary school attendance was 3% in the South-
ern and Northern regions and 1% in the Central region.

o Between 1992 and 1996, attendance increased from 1% to
3% in the Southern region (due to a doubling of female atten-
dance) and from 2% to 3% in the Northern region (due mainly
to an increase in male attendance). Attendance declined from
2% to 1% in the Central region.

In 2 of the 3 regions, female attendance was higher than
male attendance.

" ake Malawi

e In 1996, 4% of school-age females attended secondary
school in the Southern region, compared to only 1% of males;
4% of females attended in the Northern region, compared to
4% of males.
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Schooling Status of Youth Ages 6 to 24 in Malawi, 1996

100
80 ~
= B Mever attended
o B0 4
o OLeft school
S 40 - _
B Attending schoaol
20 4
o -
& T B & 10 11 12 13 14 15 18 17 18 19 20 M X2 B M
Age

Source: Malawi DHS, 1996

At no age did more than 85% of youth attend school in Malawi in 1996.

e The peak year of attendance was age 12 when 81% of youth attended school; the peak
age range was 9 to 15 years.

« The percentage of youth that had never attended school has decreased over time; this
percentage fell from approximately 30% for those over the ages 23 to 24 to approxi-
mately 10% among youth ages 11 to 14.

School Attendance by Age and Sex, 1992 and 1996

In 1996, the percentage
of males and females
attending school was
roughly the same until
age 12 when female
attendance drops off
and male attendance
increases.

—— Male (1952)
Female (1992)

®— Male (1995)
Female {1996)

Percentin School

o For females, atten-
dance peaked at
84% at age 12, for
males, attendance

peaked at 87% at Source: Malawi DHS, 1992 and 1996
age 14.

Between 1992 and 1996, school attendance of females ages 6 to 13 increased dra-
matically; attendance also increased for males ages 6 to 17.

e In 1992, only 63% of 12-year-old females attended school; by 1996 this percent had
increased to 84%.

e In 1996, 87% of 14-year-old males attended school, compared to 73% in 1992. Between
1992 and 1996, the percent of 15-year-old males attending school increased from 59% to
86%.
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Primary and Secondary School Completion Rates

In 1996, 15% of the popu-

lation 15 and older had E
completed primary school; & B Total (1992)
there has been virtually no @
change since 1992. Men 5 03 O Total (15996)
are much more likely to gl 186 15 B Men (1996)
have completed primary LD.} 4 4 4 7 OWomen (1996)
school than women. = 2

=1}
« In both 1992 (not shown)  § i T

and 1996, men were almost _
2.5 times more likely than Level of Schooling Source: Malawi DHS. 1992 and 1996

women to have completed
primary school. In 1996, 23% of men had completed compared with only 9% of women.

In 1996, only 4% of men and women ages 20 and above had completed secondary
school, the same as 1992.

e In 1996, men were more than 3 times more likely than women to have completed sec-
ondary school; 7% of men had completed, compared with only 2% of women which is the
same percentage as 1992 (data not shown).

Educational Attainment of Adults in Malawi

Educational attainment 100
has been steadily 80

increasing for both £ &0 B Secondary or higher
men and women, but & OPrimary
women'’s attainment  § 40 e ——
still lags behind. 20
e In 1996, 44% of men 0

ages 65+ had no MF MF MF MF MF MF

schooling compared to
only 18% of men ages
20 to 24.

20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

Source: Malawi DHS, 1996

e 77% of women ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 40% of women ages 20 to 24.

¢ 55% of men ages 65+ had at least some primary schooling, compared to 65% of men ages
20 to 24.

e 22% of women ages 65+ had at least some primary schooling, compared to 45% of women
ages 20 to 24.

e Secondary school attainment also increased: the percentage of the population 65+ with
some secondary school has increased from 1% among both males and females to 17% of
males and 12% of females 20 to 24.
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Literacy Among Women and Men in Malawi, 1996

In 1996, men were 1.6 times more likely to be literate than women: 45% of
women reported that they could read, compared to 72% of men. Between 1992

and 1996, literacy rates among men and women did not change. (1992 numbers
not shown.)

Women Men

[ Cannot read
Bl Can read

Source: Malawi DHS, 1996

Women and men who never attended school and those who attended primary school were asked to assess their literacy with the following

question: “Can you read and understand a letter or newspaper easily, with difficulty, or not at all?”” People who said they can read easily or
with difficulty are grouped together as “can read.”

Women's Literacy by Years of Primary School Completed, 1996

100 5 =

an
929% of women who = OcCannot read
completed Grade 4 re- 8 %7 me 4
port that they can read; S 1 anres
100% of those who =5
completed Grade 7 re- 2
port being able to read. Niare 5 4 i &

Years of Schooling

Source: Malawi DHS, 1996

This figure includes all women (age 15 to 49) who were surveyed. Women who attended secondary school or higher were assumed to be
literate and were not asked about their ability to read.

Women's Literacy by Age, 1996

100 5
a0 | Women'’s literacy, while
still low, has been increas-
‘5 80 - CJCannot Read ing over the past 30 years.
5 4 W Can Read « In 1996, 60% of women 15
to 19 reported that they
20 1 could read, compared to
o only 31% of women age 45
1519 2024 2525 3035 3539 4044 4540 to 49
Age
Source: Malawi DHS, 1996
Malawi
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Mali DHS EdDATA Education Profile, 1995/96

The Mali Demographic and Health Survey (DHS)
was conducted in 1995/96. The survey was
administered to 8,761 households and

9,704 women ages 15 to 49,and 2,474

men ages 15 to 59 from those households.

This 1995/96 snapshot of the primary and
secondary education setting in Mali found
relatively low rates of participation at both the
primary and secondary school levels and great
gender, urban/rural, and regional disparities.

e Less than one-third of school-age children in Mali attended
primary school (34% of males and 25% of females).

e 29% of the primary school-age population was over or under the official primary
school age range.

e 8% of secondary school-age youth attended secondary school (10% of males and
6% of females).

Educational attainment among adults has been relatively low, though it has
been increasing. Gender disparity was great and literacy rates remained low.

e 10% of the population ages 15 and older had completed primary school.
e 1% of the population ages 20 and older had completed secondary school.

e Educational attainment has been on the increase: the percentage of men and women
with no schooling is much lower for those 20 to 24 than for those 65 and above.

e 26% of men reported that they were literate, compared to 13% of women.



Percentage of School-Age Children

Attending Primary School in Mali

Less than one-third of
school-age children in Mali 48

attend primary school; 5 41
females are much less likely e sg o4 34 O Total
to attend school than males. A 25
= H Male
e Only 29% of children ages 7 to =
. F I
12 attend primary school. 8 OFemale
a
e 34% of males ages 7 to 12 o _ .
attend, compared to 25% of MNet Attendance Ratio Gross Attendance Ratio
females. Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96

Many of the children attending primary school are outside of the official age range.
This is reflected in the difference between net and gross attendance ratios. This can
have tremendous impact on the educational infrastructure, the experience in the classroom, and
educational planning.

e Students over or under the official primary school age range make up 29% of the primary
school population.

« Among children of all ages, 71 females attend primary school for every 100 males who
attend.

The net attendance ratio (NAR) is the percentage of the official primary school age population (ages 7 to 12 in Mali) that attends
primary school. The gross attendance ratio (GAR) is the total number of students attending primary school-regardless of age—
expressed as a percentage of the official primary school age population.

Over-Age, Under-Age, and On-Time

Students in Primary School

Only about 50% of primary

100 ul school students are in the
3 ] I II appropriate grade for their
B Owver-Age age.
60 m = I I OUnder-Age e 32% of the male primary
MF MF MF

Percent
1
1
M |

40 B On-Time school students and 26% of

female students are over-age.
20

e The percentage of males who
are over-age ranges from 20%
in Grade 1 to 53% in Grade 6.
In general, the percentage

1 2 3 4 5 6 over-age is lower for females,

ranging from 16% in Grade 1 to

46% in Grade 6.

MF MF MF

Grade Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96

o Conversely, females are slightly more likely to be under-age: 23% of females are under-age,
compared to 21% of males.

Students are considered to be on time if they are at, or are one year older than, the official age for the grade; over age if they are
two or more years older; and under age if they are one or more years younger.
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Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School (Urban/Rural)
In Mali, children in urban 55 03
areas are 3 times more
likely to attend primary

school than children in rural 273
areas. 19

14 OFemale
e Inurban areas, 58% of I_tl_

children ages 7 to 12 attend
primary school, compared to Urban Rural
only 19% in rural areas. Met Attendance Rafio Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96

54
O Taotal
HMale

Pearcent

e« Gender disparity in primary school attendance is greater in rural than urban areas: in urban
areas, males are 1.2 times more likely to attend primary school than females; in rural areas,
males are 1.6 times more likely to attend primary school.

Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School by Region

O Total
HMale
OFemale

Percent

Mo piti Segou Sikasso kayes Koulikoro Bamako

Net Attendance Ratio Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96

There is regional disparity in attendance in Mali.

e Primary school attendance is highest in the
Bamako urban area (71%) and lowest in the
Mopti region (17%).

Timbuktu

« In 5 of the 6 regions, less than one-third of
school-age children (and less than one-quarter

Koulikoro of females) attend primary school.

o Gender disparity is lowest in the Bamako urban
area where 66% of school-age females attend
primary school and highest in Mopti where only

13% of school-age females attend primary
ikasso school.

Two regions (Timbuktu and Gao) are not included above because of the extremely small sample sizes.
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Percentage of Youth Attending Secondary School in Mali

Only 8% of secondary school-age
youth attend secondary school,

and the gender gap is even larger O Total
than at the primary level. - H Male
15

e 10% of males ages 13 to 18 attend S 10 11 WFamale

secondary school, compared with & 8 B T

6% of females in the same age :.—I

group.

Met Attendance Ratio Gross Attendance Ratio

« Among students of all ages (gross
attendance), only 47 females attend .
for every 100 males who attend. Source: Mali DHS, 1995/

The NAR is the percentage of the official secondary school age population (ages 13 to 18 in Mali) that attends secondary school.
The GAR is the total number of students attending secondary school-regardless of age—expressed as a percentage of the official
secondary school age population.

Percentage of School-Age Youth

Attending Secondary School (Urban/Rural)

In Mali, youth in urban areas are
much more likely to attend
secondary school than youth in 0 Total

rural areas. E B Male
e 16% of youth ages 13 to 18 5 O Female
attend secondary school in 2 4 ;
urban areas, compared with only i
2% in rural areas.
Urban Fural
« Inurban areas, males are nearly Net Attendance Ratio Source: Mali DHS, 1995/

twice as likely to attend second-
ary school as females; in rural areas the gap is even greater with 4% of males attending
secondary school, compared to 1% of females.

Percentage of School-Age Youth

Attending Secondary School by Region

Qiss:)gll?izlir:sai? : :::: clll:zll;?/gs:gll: :cl:l Seconda.ry School Net Attendance Ratio by Region
attendance are large. Regl_on Total Males Females
Mopti 4 7 6
e In 5 of the 6 regions, fewer than Segou 7 7 6
10% of youth ages 13 to 18 Sikasso 3 5 1
attend secondary school. Kayes 6 8 2
. Koulikoro 8 9 5
e Secondary school attendance is el 20 8 13
highest in the Bamako urban

area (20%) and lowest in the Sikasso region (3%).

o Gender disparity is also highest in Sikasso and lowest in the Mopti and Segou regions.

| Two regions (Timbuktu and Gao) are not included above because of the extremely small sample sizes. |
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Schooling Status of Youth Ages 6 to 24

100 4

80 +

60 4

Fercent

40 4

20 ~

Q-

W Mever attended
OLeftschool
B Attending school

6 7 8 910111213 14151617 1819 20 21 22 23 24

Age

Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96

At no age do more than 34% of youth attend school in Mali.

e The peak year of attendance is age 9 when 34% of youth attend school.

« The percentage of youth that has never attended school has not changed dramatically in the
past decade: this percent has remained above 65% among youth age 8 and older.

School Attendance by Age and Sex

Percent in School
[¥#5]
o}

Page 4

20 22 24
Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96

At every age the percent-
age of males attending
school is higher than the
percentage of females.

o For both males and females,
the highest attendance
ratio is at age 9 when
36% of males and 29% of
females attend school.
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Primary and Secondary School Completion Rates

Only 10% of the population

15 and older has completed ¢ O Total
primary school. a @ Men
o Men are twice as likely as = PO OWomen
women to have completed EL 7
primary school: 14% of men 3 1 14 05
have completed primary =
school, compared withonly g Primary Secondary
7% of women. K Level of Schooling

Only 1% of those ages 20 and

above have completed secondary school. Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96

e 1.4% of men have completed secondary school, compared with 0.5% of women.

Educational Attainment of Adults in Mali

100 -

80 -

60 -

40

20 -

B :
M F

20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+
Age Groups

B Secondary or higher
OFrimary

FPercent

E Mo schooling

Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96

Educational attainment has been steadily increasing for both men and women, but
women’s attainment still lags far behind.

e 94% of men ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 61% for men ages 20 to 24.
e 99% of women ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 78% for women ages 20 to 24.

e 4% of men ages 65+ had at least some primary schooling, compared to 20% of men ages 20
to 24.

e The percentage of women with at least some primary schooling has increased in the past few
decades, but still remains very low: 1% of women in the 65+ age group had some primary
schooling, compared to 14% of women in the 20 to 24 age group.
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Literacy Among Women and Men in Mali

Overall, literacy in Mali is very low. Men are twice as likely as women to be literate in
Mali: 26% of men say they can read, compared to only 13% of women.

Women Men
13%

A Cannot read
B Can read

7%

Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96

Women who never attended school and those who attended primary school were asked to assess their literacy with the following
question: “Can you read and understand a letter or newspaper easily, with difficulty, or not at all?” People who said they can read
easily or with difficulty are grouped together as “can read.”

Women'’s Literacy by Years of Primary School Completed

Women's Literacy by Age

1= M M

80 1
T 60 OCannotread 490/ of women who com-
= B Can read pleted Grade 4 report that
o 407 they can read; virtually all

a0 | women who completed

Grade 7 report that they
0 can read.

Mone 1 2 3 4 5 & 7

Years of Schooling
Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96

Women'’s literacy has

increased slightly over 100
the past 30 years. . 80
=
o The percentage of 3 50 OCannot read
women who report being & 40 B Can read
able to read is 13% 20
among women 45 to 49 0
and 17% among women 15-18 20-24 25-29 30-35 35-39 4044 45-49
15 to 19.
Age Group

Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96
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Main Reason for Leaving School Among Women

Ages 15 to 24, by Highest Level of Schooling Attended

Primary

Family Meeded Other
Labor/Money 15%
20%

Pregnancy/Marriage
11%

o Failed exams
12%

Did not ke school
42%

Secondary
Other
Did not like 8%
school
16%
Pregnancy/
Marriage
39%

Failed W on ey m e
exams
29%

Graduated/
had
enough
schooling

Source: Mali DHS, 1995/96

The most common reason given for leaving primary school was dislike of school.

e 42% of those who left primary school cited dislike of school.

e The second most common reason for leaving primary school is family need of labor (20%)

followed by failure on examinations (12%).

The most common reason women gave for leaving secondary shcool was pregnancy

or marriage.

e 39% of those who left secondary school cited pregnancy or marriage.

e The second most common reason for leaving secondary school is failure on examinations

(29%) followed by dislike of school (16%).

Mali
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Namibia DHS EdDATA Education Profile, 1992

The Namibia Demographic and Health Survey
(DHS) was conducted in 1992. The survey was
administered to 4,101 households and 5,421
women ages 15 to 49 from those households.

This 1992 snapshot of the primary and
secondary education setting in Namibia found
relatively high rates of participation at the
primary level, but low secondary school
participation with little gender disparity at
either level.

e 90% of school-age children in Namibia attended
mary school (88% of males and 91% of females).

e 39% of the primary school-aged population was over or under the official primary
school age range.

e 19% of secondary school-age youth attended secondary school (16% of males and
21% of females).

Educational attainment among adults has been relatively low, though it has
been increasing. The literacy rate among women was relatively high.

e 38% of the population ages 15 and older had completed primary school.
e 8% of the population ages 20 and older had completed secondary school.

e Educational attainment has been on the increase: the percentage of men and women
with no schooling was much lower for those 20 to 24 than for those 65 and above.

e 85% of women reported that they were literate.



Percentage of School-Age Children

Attending Primary School in Namibia

The vast majority of
school-age children in 147 162
Namibia attend pri-
mary school.

141

O Total
H Male
OFemale

e 90% of children ages
7 to 13 attend pri-
mary school.

Percent in School

¢ 91% of females ages
7 to 13 attend pri-
mary school, com- Met Attendance Ratio Gross Aftendance Ratio
pared to 88% of
males.

Source: Namibia DHS, 1992

Many of the children attending primary school are outside of the official age range.
This is reflected in the difference between net and gross attendance ratios. This can
have tremendous impact on the educational infrastructure, the experience in the classroom,
and educational planning.

« Students over or under the official primary school-age range make up 39% of the primary
school population.

« Among children of all ages, 93 females attend primary school for every 100 males
who attend.

The net attendance ratio (NAR) is the percentage of the official primary school-age population (ages 7 to 13 in Namibia) that
attends primary school. The gross attendance ratio (GAR) is the total number of students attending primary school-regardless
of age—expressed as a percentage of the official primary school-age population.

Over-Age, Under-Age, and On-Time

Students in Primary School

Only 31% of primary 100
school students are in the . 80 W Over-Age
appropriate grade for E B0 O Under-Age
their age. E 40 @ Oon-Time
e 56% of the male primary 20

school students and 45% 0

of female students are MF MF MF MF MF MF MF

over-age. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Grade Source: Namibia DHS, 1992

e The percentage of males who are
over-age ranges from 38% in Grade 1 to 73% in Grade 5. In general, the percentage
over-age is lower for females, ranging from 30% in Grade 1 to 61% in Grade 6.

Students are considered to be on time if they are at, or are one year older than, the official age for the grade; over age if they
are two or more years older; and under age if they are one or more years younger.
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Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School (Urban/Rural)

In Namibia, the disparity
between urban and rural
primary school attendance

a5 94 a5

K+
[
is relatively low. g OTotal
£ B Male
e In urban areas, 95% of £ OFemale
children ages 7 to 13 o
attend primary school, a
compared to 88% in rural
areas. Urban Rural
Met Attendance Ratio
« Gender disparity is very low Source: Namibia DHS, 1992
in primary school attendance in both urban and rural areas.
Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School by Region
g4 93 04 g7 g7 @8 89 gg 91
3 72 g 1O
£ O Total
wl
= EMale
E OFemale
o
o
Morthwest Mortheast Central South

Met Attendance Ratio

R“-;Q Source: Namibia DHS, 1992
Northwest Northeast

J S—

There is some regional disparity in primary
school attendance in Namibia.”

Central

N e Primary school attendance is highest in the
Northwest region (94%) and lowest in the
Central region (72%).

e In 3 of the 4 regions, almost 90% of children
ages 7 to 13 attend school.

o In all 4 regions, school-age females are
equally or slightly more likely to attend school
than school-age boys.

* Regional boundries were redrawn since the taking of this survey.
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Percentage of Youth Attending Secondary School in Namibia

Despite relatively high primary
school attendance, less than one-
fifth (19%) of secondary school-age

O Total
39 35 43 H Male

Percent in School
e
@0
-
o
P
e

youth attend secondary school, and OFemale
the gender gap (in favor of females)

Is Iarger than at the primary level. Met Attendance Ratio Gross Attendance Ratio

e 16% of males ages 14 to 18 attend Source: Namibia DHS, 1992

secondary school, compared with 21% of females in the same age group.

« Among students of all ages, 81 males attend for every 100 females who attend.

The NAR is the percentage of the official secondary school-age population (ages 14 to 18 in Namibia) that attends secondary
school. The GAR is the total number of students attending secondary school-regardless of age—expressed as a percentage of
the official secondary school-age population.

Percentage of School-Age Youth

Attending Secondary School (Urban/Rural)

a7 39 35 O Total . .
In Namibia, youth in urban areas are

12 4 '® BV much more likely to attend secondary
|—H_I_EIFemale school than youth in rural areas. This
contrasts with the situation in primary school
Rural where there is little difference between urban

an
Net Attendance Ratio and rural attendance
Source: Namibia DHS, 1992 )

e 37% of youth ages 14 to 18 attend secondary school in urban areas, compared with 12%
in rural areas.

Percent in School

Lrb

e In urban areas, males are slightly more likely to attend secondary school; the reverse is
true in rural areas where females are twice as likely as males to attend secondary school.

Percentage of School-Age Youth
Attending Secondary School by Region

;ra'fi':, Iii ireiaotn';leagr?:g:‘g;sl' Secondary School Net Attendance Ratio by Region
attendance. Region Total Males Females
Northwest 12 7 18
e Secondary school attendance is Northeast 15 16 14
highest in the South region Central 28 28 27
(35%) and lowest in the North- South 35 35 34

west region (12%). This trend
varies from primary school where attendance was highest in the Northwest and lowest in
the Central region.

o In 3 of the 4 regions, less than one-third of the school-age youth attend secondary school.

« Inonly 1 of the 4 regions (in the Northwest region) are females more likely to attend
secondary school than males (18% versus 7%). This disparity is great enough to make
national secondary school attendance higher for females than males in Namibia.
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Schooling Status of Youth Ages 6 to 24 in Namibia

100 -
== 1

o = .lll
80 I
60 4

Percent

40

20

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 1516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Age

B Never attended
OLeft school
[l Attending school

Source: Namibia DHS, 1992

Between the ages of 10 and 14, more than 90% of youth attend school in Namibia.

« The peak year of attendance is age 11 when 95% of youth attend school.

e The percentage of youth that has never attended school has dropped in the past decade
from 10% for those 22 to 24 years old to about 4% for those 11 to 15.

School Attendance by Age and Sex

D i e R T e
TN T

© -
g i/ |,
0 B il e e S e e e R e Male
= '\1 Femal
= #— Female
40 frrrermrer e b SERCEECEETE
o B
o -
(B 20 frrerrreeerrea s m st l,i.

0

6 7 B 91011121314 151617 181920 21 22 23 24
Age
Source: Namibia DHS, 1992
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The percentage of
males and females
attending school is
about the same at
each age until the age
of 15, when female
attendance drops off
more quickly than
male attendance.

e For both males and
females, the highest
attendance ratio is
at ages 10 to 12
when 95% of fe-
males and 93% of
males attend school.

Namibia



Primary and Secondary School Completion Rates

38% of the population 15 and older
have completed primary school.

°
>
[0)
-
o O Total
« There is little difference in primary = 38 37 39 & Men
completion rates for men and women: Tel .
39% of women have completed, S 8 9 7
compared with 37% of men. = _—
g Primary Secondary
o .
Only 8% of those 20 and older Level of Schooling

S : Namibia DHS, 1992
have completed secondary school. ouree: Tamibia

o Like primary completion, there is little
difference between secondary school completion for men and women: 9% of men have
completed, compared with 7% of women.

Educational Attainment of Adults in Namibia

100 - I l m W E
80 -
€ ao 4 — [ B Secondary or higher
m ==
! B OPrimary
@ 401 B .
i B Mo schooling
20 - ) B
0
M F M F M F M F M F M F
20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+
Age Groups

Source: Namibia DHS, 1992

Educational attainment has been steadily increasing for both men and women.
e 66% men ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 12% of men ages 20 to 24.

e The percentage of women with no schooling has dropped from 72% among those 65+ to
7% for women in the 20 to 24 age group.

27% of men ages 65+ have at least some primary schooling, compared to 47% of men
ages 20 to 24.

The percentage of women with some primary schooling has increased from 21% among
women 65+ to 43% among women ages 20 to 24.

e The rate of secondary school participation has also increased significantly over the past
30 years: only 7% of men and women ages 45 to 49 attended secondary school, com-
pared to 42% of men and 50% of women ages 15 to 19.
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Literacy Among Women in Namibia

85% of women in Namibia say that they can read.

15%

Ol Cannot read
W Can read

85%
Source: Namibia DHS, 1992

Women who never attended school and those who attended primary school were asked to assess their literacy with the

following question: “Can you read and understand a letter or newspaper easily, with difficulty, or not at all?” People who
said they can read easily or with difficulty are grouped together as “can read.”

Women's Literacy by Years of Primary School Completed

929% of women who completed Grade 4 report that they can read, and virtually all
women who completed Grade 7 report that they can read.

100 -
&0 4
G0 4
40 4

OCannot read
W Can read

Percent

20 4

0 -
Mone 1 2 3 4 5 & 7

Years of Schooling
Women's Literacy by Age

Women'’s literacy has been steadily increasing over the past 30 years.

Source: Namibia DHS, 1992

e The percentage of women who report that they can read is 68% among women in the 45
to 49 age group, compared to 94% among women in the 15 to 19 age group.
100 -
m E
OCannotread
&0 4

M Can read
4{_1 o

Percant

20

{] E
15-1% 20-24 2528 30-35 3539 4044 4549
Age Group
Source: Namibia DHS, 1992
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Nigeria DHS EdDATA Education Profile, 1990

The Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey
(DHS) was conducted in 1990. The survey
was administered to 8,999 households and
8,781 women ages 15 to 49 from those
households.

This 1990 snapshot of the primary and
secondary education setting in Nigeria found
relatively low rates of participation at both
the primary and secondary school levels and
great urban/rural and regional disparities.

Just over one-half of the school-age children in Nigeria
attended primary school (57% of males and 51% of females).

35% of the primary school-aged population was over or under the official primary
school age range.

20% of secondary school-age youth attended secondary school (21% of males and
19% of females).

Educational attainment among adults was relatively low, though it has been
increasing. There was great gender disparity in educational attainment of
adults. The rate of literacy among women was moderate.

36% of the population ages 15 and older had completed primary school.
13% of the population ages 20 and older had completed secondary school.

Educational attainment has been on the increase: the percentage of men and women
with no schooling was much lower for those 20 to 24 than for those 65 and above.

63% of women reported that they were literate.



Percentage of School-Age Children Attending

Primary School in Nigeria, 1990

Just over half of the
school-age children in
Nigeria attend primary
school; females are
less likely to attend
than males.

g9
g3 76

51 O Total
| hale
OFemale

Fercentin School

e 549% of children ages 6

to 11 attend primary _ _
school. mHet Attendance Ratio Gross Altendance Ratio

e 57% of males ages 6
attend compared to 51% of females. Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990

Many children attending primary school are outside of the official age range. This is
reflected in the difference between net and gross attendance ratios. This can have
tremendous impact on the educational infrastructure, the experience in the classroom, and
educational planning.

o Students over or under the official primary school age range make up 35% of the primary
school population.

« Among children of all ages, 88 females attend primary school for every 100 males who
attend.

The net attendance ratio (NAR) is the percentage of the official primary school-age population (age 6 to 11 in Nigeria) that attends primary
school. The gross attendance ratio (GAR) is the total number of students attending primary school-regardless of age—expressed as a
percentage of the official primary school-age population.

Over-Age, Under-Age, and On-Time

Students in Primary School in Nigeria

4490 of primary school
students are in the appro- 100 -

priate grade for their age.
BO

e 41% of the male primary W Over-Age

school students and 45% &0 N | OUnder-Age

of female students are 20 /0B ' =

over-age. 1l HBl L @EOnTime
« Females are more likely to &

be under-age than males: 0

MF MF MF MF MF MF

Fercent

18% of females are un-
der-age for grade, com-

' 1 2 3 4 5 6
pared to 13% of males. Grade

Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990

Students are considered to be on-time if they are at, or are one year older than, the official age for the grade; over-age if they are two or
more years older; and under-age if they are one or more years younger. Note: The 1990 DHS did not collect school attendance data for
children under age 6, so the percentage of children under-age in Grade 1 is unknown, and the percentage under-age in Grade 2 is probably
underestimated.
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Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School (Urban/Rural)

In Nigeria, children
in urban areas are

74 76 71
1.5 times more
49 52 45 B Total likely to attend
B Male primary school than
OFemale childrenin rural
areas.

e Inurban areas,

Mrhan Rural 74% of children
ages 6to 11
attend primary

Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990 school, compared
to 49% in rural
areas.

Percent in School

Net Attendance Ratio

o Gender disparity in primary school attendance is greater in rural areas than in urban areas:
in urban areas, males are just slightly more likely to attend primary school than females
(75% versus 71%); in rural areas the gender gap is greater (52% versus 45%).

Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School by Region

_ 86 86 BB
o 71
= & = Total
L OTota
|
m 23 <8 19 25 OFemale
I8 W
o

Morthwest Mortheast Southeast Southwest

Net Atendance Ratio Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990

Northwest

There are large regional disparities in
primary school attendance in Nigeria.

« Primary school attendance is highest in
the southwest region (86%) and lowest
in the northwest region (23%).

Northeast | 1 2 of the 4 regions, less than one-third

of school-age children (and one-quarter
or fewer females) attend primary school.

o« Gender disparity is lowest in the south-
west region and highest in the northeast

and northwest regions.
Southeast

Page 2 Nigeria



Percentage of Youth Attending Secondary School in Nigeria

20% of secondary school-age
youth attend secondary
school.

e 21% of males ages 12 to 17
attend secondary school, com-
pared to 19% of females in the
same age group.

Parcentin School

« Among students of all ages
(gross attendance), 79 females
attend secondary school for
every 100 males who attend.

O Total

B Male
30 33 .5 DOFemale

1 mE

Gross Attendance Rafio

Met Atendance Ratio

Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990

school-age population.

The NAR is the percentage of the official secondary school-age population (age 12 to 17 in Nigeria) that attends secondary school. The
GAR is the total number of students attending secondary school-regardless of age—expressed as a percentage of the official secondary

Percentage of School-Age Youth Attending
Secondary School (Urban/Rural)

37

Percent in School

Urban
Met Attendance Ratio

Rural

Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990

Percentage of School-Age Youth
Attending Secondary School by Region

In Nigeria, youth in urban
areas are much more likely
to attend secondary school
than youth in rural areas.

e 38% of youth ages 12 to 17
attend secondary school in
urban areas, compared with
only 14% in rural areas.

0 Total
E Male

OFemale

e Gender disparity is relatively
low in both urban and rural
areas.

Regional disparities in atten-
dance are even larger at the
secondary level than at the
primary level.

e In 2 of the 4 regions, fewer
than 10% of youth ages 12
to 17 attend secondary

Secondary School Net Attendance Ratio by Region

Region Total Males Females
Northwest 7 9 5
Northeast 5 7 4
Southeast 21 21 21
Southwest 40 43 38

school.

« Secondary school attendance is highest in the Southwest region (40%) and lowest in the
northeast and northwest regions (6% to 7%).

o Gender disparity is also highest in the northeast and northwest regions.

Nigeria
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Schooling Status of Youth Ages 6 to 24 in Nigeria

100 A

80

&0

Percent

L

40
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B Mever attended
OLeftschool
O Attending school
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Age

Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990

At no age do more than 73% of youth attend school in Nigeria.

e The peak year of attendance is age 11 when 73% of youth attend school.

e The percentage of youth that has never attended school has not changed dramatically in
the past decade, having remained between 25% and 30% among youth age 8 and older.

School Attendance by Age and Sex

The percentage of males attending school is higher than the percentage of females at

every age.

® For both males and
females, the
highest attendance
ratio is at age 11
when 79% of males
and 67% of females
attend.
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Primary and Secondary School Completion Rates in Nigeria

Only 36% of the population
15 and older has completed

D
primary school. E OTotal
o Men are 1.7 times more 2 B Men
likely than women to have 2 13 19 OWomen
completed primary school:  § 8
45% of men have com- ©
pleted primary school, 3 .
compared with only 27% 5 Frimary secancany
o

of women. Level of Schooling

Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990

Only 13% of those ages 20 and above have completed secondary school.

« Men are more than twice as likely than women to have completed secondary school; 19%
of men have completed, compared to only 8% of women.

Educational Attainment of Adults in Nigeria

100 +

BO
£ g0 4 B Secondary or higher
L1k] .
o OFrimary
d‘: -
o 40 B Mo schooling

20 4

o -
M F M F M F M F M F M F
20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990

Educational attainment has been steadily increasing for both men and women, but
women’s attainment still lags behind.

e 76% of men ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 20% of men age 20 to 24.

e The percentage of women with no schooling has dropped from 96% among those 65+ to
32% for women age 20 to 24.

e 18% of men ages 65+ had at least some primary schooling, compared to 42% of men
ages 20 to 24.

e The percentage of women with some primary schooling has increased from 3% among
women 65+ to 35% among women 20 to 24.
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Literacy Among Women in Nigeria

37% of women in Nigeria
report that they can read.

3%

[ Cannot read

M Can read Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990

Women who never attended school and those who attended primary school were asked to assess their literacy with the following question:
“Can you read and understand a letter or newspaper easily, with difficulty, or not at all?”” People who said they can read easily or with
difficulty are grouped together as “can read.” The sample included 8,774 women age 15 to 49.

Women's Literacy by Years of Primary School Completed

100 9 —
B0 - 52% of women who
E ] OCannotread completed Grade 4
5 report that they can
2 40 1 W Can read read; 84% of women
20 - who completed Grade 6
report that they can
] read.
Mone 1 2 3 4 5 &
Years of Schooling o
Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990
Women'’s Literacy by Age
Women'’s literacy, while 100 - —
still low, has been
increasing over the 801 O Cannot read
past 30 years. £ 60 A B Can read
]
e 12% of women 45 to &40 A
49 report that they
20 -
can read, compared to
58% of women age 15 0 -
to 19. 15-19 20-24 25-29 3035 35-30 40-44 45-49

Age Group

Source: Nigeria DHS, 1990

This figure included all women (ages 15 to 49) who were surveyed. Women who attended secondary school or higher were assumed
to be literate and were not asked about their ability to read.
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Uganda DHS EdDATA Education Profile, 1995

The Uganda Demographic and Health Survey
(DHS) was conducted in 1995. The survey
was administered to 7,550 households and
7,070 women ages 15 to 49 and 1,996 men
ages 15 to 54 from those households.

This 1995 snapshot of the primary and secondary
education setting in Uganda was taken shortly before
the declaration of free and universal primary education
(UPE). While the level of participation in primary
schooling post-UPE greatly increased, many pre-UPE
issues remain.

In 1995, the Uganda survey found moderate rates of participation at the pri-
mary level and low participation at the secondary school level with urban/rural
and regional disparities.

e Just over two-thirds of school-age children in Uganda attended primary school (70%
of males and 67% of females).

e 29% of the primary school-aged population was over or under the official primary
school age range.

e 10% of secondary school-age youth attended secondary school (11% of males and 9%
of females).

Educational attainment among adults was relatively low, though it has been
increasing. Gender disparity was great and literacy rates were moderate.

e 26% of the population ages 15 and older had completed primary school.
e 8% of the population ages 20 and older had completed secondary school.

e Educational attainment has been on the increase: the percentage of men and women
with no schooling was much lower for those 20 to 24 than for those 65 and above.

e 77% of men reported that they were literate, compared to 53% of women.



Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School in Uganda

Just over two-thirds of the 104
school-age children in 96
Uganda attend primary
school; females are slightly
less likely to attend than
males.

O Total
EMale
O Female

Percent

e 68% of children ages 6 to
12 attend primary school.

Met Atendance Ratio Gross Atendance Ratio
e 70% of males ages 6 to 12
attend primary school
compared to 67% of females.

Source: Uganda DHS, 1995

Many of the children attending primary school are outside of the official age range.
This is reflected in the difference between net and gross attendance ratios. This can
have tremendous impact on the educational infrastructure, the experience in the classroom, and
educational planning.

« Students over or under the official primary school age range make up 29% of the primary
school population.

« Among children of all ages, only 84 females attend primary school for every 100 males who
attend.

The net attendance ratio (NAR) is the percentage of the official primary school age population (ages 6 to 12 in Uganda) that
attends primary school. The gross attendance ratio (GAR) is the total number of students attending primary school-regardless of
age—expressed as a percentage of the official primary school age population.

Over-Age, Under-Age, and On-Time

Students in Primary School

100
B0
H Over-age
T B0 9
& O Under-age
o 40{M| O On-time

20 9|

Source: Uganda DHS, 1995
Only 32% of primary school students are in the appropriate grade for their age.

e 67% of the male primary school students and 61% of female students are over-age.

« The percentage of males who are over-age ranges from 55% in Grade 1 to 85% in Grade 6.
In general, the percentage over-age is slightly lower for females, ranging from 53% in Grade
1 to 70% in Grade 7.

o 4% of males and females are under-age.

Students are considered to be on time if they are at, or are one year older than, the official age for the grade; over age if they are two or more
years older; and under age if they are one or more years younger.
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Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School (Urban/Rural)

In Uganda, childrenin B0 81
urban areas are more
likely to attend primary

79

school than children in E O Total
rural areas. g M Male

o
o In urban areas, 80% of OFemale

children age 6 to 12
attend primary school

compared to 67% in rural
areas. Urban Rural
Met Attendance Rafio

e In both urban and rural
areas, gender differences Source: Uganda DHS, 1995
in primary school attendance are small: in urban areas, 81% of males attend primary school

versus 79% of females, and in rural areas, 69% of males attend primary school versus 65% of
females.

Percentage of School-Age Children
Attending Primary School by Region

There are large regional disparities in primary

school attendance in Uganda. Northern

o Primary school attendance is highest in the central
region (80%) and lowest in the northern region
(56%).

o Gender disparity in primary school attendance is
notable only in the northern region where 62% of
school-age males and 49% of school-age females
attend primary school.

Eastern
Central

Western

a0 78 a1

- O Total

3] mMale

@

o OFemale

Morthern Western Eastern Central
Source: Uganda DHS, 1995
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Percentage of Youth Attending Secondary School

Percent

10 1 ]

(Il

O Total
B Mala
15 18

Net Attendance Ratio

Gross Attendance Ratio
Source: Uganda DHS, 1995

Only 10% of secondary school-age
youth attend secondary school.

e 11% of males ages 13 to 18 attend
secondary school, compared with 9%
of females in the same age group.

« Among students of all ages (gross
attendance), only 61 females attend
secondary school for every 100
males.

official secondary school age population.

The NAR is the percentage of the official secondary school age population (ages 13 to 18 in Uganda) that attends secondary
school. The GAR is the total number of students attending secondary school-regardless of age—expressed as a percentage of the

Percentage of School-Age Youth
Attending Secondary School (Urban/Rural)

In Uganda, youth in urban
areas are much more likely to
attend secondary school than
youth in rural areas.

e 24% of youth ages 13 to 18
attend secondary school in
urban areas, compared to 8%
in rural areas.

FPercent
i

In both urban and rural areas,
school-age males are more
likely to attend secondary
school than females.

O Total
27
21 H Male
O Female
8 8 5
Lrban Rural

Met Attendance Ratio
Source: Uganda DHS,

e In urban areas, males are 1.3 times more likely to attend secondary school than females, in
rural areas, males are 1.5 times more likely than females to attend secondary school. This
trend is unlike the results for primary school where gender differentials in attendance are

small in both urban and rural areas.

Percentage of School-Age Youth
Attending Secondary School by Region

As in primary school, there is large

regional disparity in attendance in
secondary school.

o In 3 of the 4 regions, fewer than
10% of youth ages 13 to 18 attend
secondary school.

Secondary School Net Attendance Ratio by Region

Region Total Males Females
Northern 6 8 4
Western 8 9 8
Eastern 9 10 7
Central 15 17 14

e Secondary school attendance is

highest in the Central region (15%) and lowest in the Northern region (6%).

o Gender disparity in secondary school attendance is also highest in the Northern region.

Uganda

Page 3




Schooling Status of Youth Ages 6 to 24 in Uganda

Percent
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About 80% of youth ages 9 to 12 attend school in Uganda.

W Mever attended
OLeft school
| Atending school

Source: Uganda DHS, 1995

« The peak year of attendance is age 11 when 83% of youth attend school.

The percentage of youth who have never attended school decreased in the past
decade.

e The percentage of youth in their 20s who have never attended school is about 18%; 10% of
youth ages 14 to 16 have never attended school.

School Attendance by Age and Sex

Percentin school
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At every age, the
percentage of males
attending school is
higher than the per-
centage of females.

e For both males and
females, the highest
attendance ratio is at
age 11 when 86% of
males and 81% of
females attend.

« After the age of 11,
female attendance
drops off more rapidly
than that of males.

Uganda



Primary and Secondary School Completion Rates in Uganda

Only 26% of the population 15

and older has completed primary

school.

Men are far more likely than
women to have completed

primary school: 34% of men have

completed compared to 19% of
women.

©

>

o
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% 6 34 O Total
‘_El 19 l Men
3 a 13 5 OWomen
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@

o
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o Primary Secondary

Level of Schooling Source: Uganda DHS, 1995

Only 8% of those age 20 and above
have completed secondary school.

e Men are almost 3 times more likely than women to have completed secondary school; 13% of
men have completed secondary school, compared with 5% of women.

Educational Attainment of Adults in Uganda

100 - I I m
80 - I I
t 60 4 B Secondary or higher
:—ﬁ OPFrimary
G- 40+ EMe schooling
20 - I
[} .
M F M F M F M F M F M F
20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+
Age Groups

Source: Uganda DHS, 1995

Educational attainment has been steadily increasing for both men and women, but
women’s attainment still lags far behind.

to 24.

Uganda

57% of men ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 8% of men ages 20 to 24.
87% of women ages 65+ had no schooling, compared to 23% of women ages 20 to 24.
41% of men ages 65+ had some primary schooling, compared to 65% of men ages 20 to 24.

13% of women ages 65+ had some primary schooling, compared to 61% of women ages 20
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Literacy Among Women and Men in Uganda

Men are 1.5 times more likely than women to be literate in Uganda: 77% of men say
that they can read, compared to only 53% of women.

Women Men
[ Cannot read

B Can read

53%

Source: Uganda DHS, 1995

Women and men who never attended school and those who attended primary school were asked to read a sentence in a local
language. People who were able to read easily or with difficulty are grouped together as “can read.”

Women's Literacy by Years of Primary School Completed

1007 M@
69% of women who
completed Grade 4 80 1
report that they can £ 60 - OCannotread
read; 96% of women % 7 N
who completed Grade o 401
7 report that they can 20 4
read.
[

Mone 1 2 3 4 =] 6 7

Years of Schooling
Source: Uganda DHS, 1995

Women's Literacy by Age

100 - Women'’s literacy, while
still very low, has been
B0 1 steadily increasing over
£ ap A OcCannotread  the past 30 years.
& | Can read
E 40 e The percentag_e of women
who report being able to
20 4 read is 40% among
women 45 to 49 and 60%
0- among women 15 to 19.

15-19 20-24 325-29 30-34 35-30 4044 4549
Age Group

Source: Uganda DHS, 1995
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Main Reason for Leaving School Among Women

Ages 15 to 24, By Highest Level of Schooling Attended

Graduated/
had

Primary Secondary enough
schooling

6%

Other
8%
Cither
14%

School fees |

TE%
Pregnancyf

Marriage
30%

PregnancyMarriage
10%

Source: Uganda DHS, 1995
At both levels of schooling, the most common reason women gave for leaving school
was the inability to pay school fees.

e 76% of those who left during primary school and 56% of those who left during or after sec-
ondary school cited inability to pay fees as reason for leaving.

Women cited pregnancy or marriage as the second most common reason they left
primary and secondary school.

o 10% cited pregnancy or marriage as reason for leaving primary level.

o 30% cited pregnancy or marriage as reason for leaving secondary school.
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Zambia DHS EdDATA Education Profile, 1992 and 1996

The Zambia Demographic and Health Surveys
(DHS) were conducted in 1992 and 1996/
97. The 1992 survey was administered to
6,209 households and 7,060 women ages

15 to 49 from those households. The 1996
survey was administered to 7,286
households and 8,021 women ages 15

to 49 and 1,849 men ages 15 to 59.

Having data from two surveys allowed for an analysis
of changes in the educational setting over time. This
profile analysis found moderate rates of primary school
attendance and low secondary school attendance with
large urban/rural and regional variation, but relatively little
gender disparity.

Between 1992 and 1996, primary school attendance declined in Zambia; sec-
ondary school attendance remained unchanged.

e In 1996, 67% of school-age children attended primary school, compared to 77% in
1992.

e In 1992 and 1996, 27% of the primary school-age population was over or under the
official primary school age range.

e In 1992 and 1996, 18% of secondary school-age youth attended secondary school.

Though educational attainment has increased over the past 30 years, comple-
tion rates declined between 1992 and 1996. Literacy rates remained the
same. There was great gender disparity in the educational attainment of
adults.

e In 1996, 50% of the population ages 15 and older had completed primary school,
compared to 57% in 1992.

e In 1996, 3% of the population ages 20 and older had completed secondary school,
compared to 10% in 1993.

o Educational attainment has been on the increase: the percentage of men and women
with no schooling was much lower for those 20 to 24 than for those 65 and above.

e Between 1992 and 1996, the percentage of men reporting to be literate remained at
84%, the percentage of literate women increased slightly from 67% to 70%.



Percentage of School-Age Children Attending

Primary School in Zambia, 1992 and 1996

In 1996, two-thirds of
school-age children in
Zambia attended pri-
mary school, a decline
since 1992,

e In 1996, 67% of chil-
dren ages 7 to 13

m 1392
o 1996

Percent in School

attended prima ry Total hale Female Total lale Female
school, compared to Met Atterdance Ratio Gross Attedance Ratio
o
77% in 1992. Source: Zambia DHS, 1992 and 1996

In 1996, there was virtually no gender disparity in primary school attendance (at
the national level) among primary school-age children.

e 67% of school-age males attended primary school, compared to 68% of females.

Many of the children attending primary school are outside of the official age range.
This is reflected in the difference between net and gross attendance ratios. This can
have tremendous impact on the educational infrastructure, the experience in the classroom,
and educational planning.

e In both 1992 and 1996, students over or under the official primary school age range
made up 27% of the primary school population.

Between 1992 and 1996, the gap between female and male attendance among
children of all ages (gross attendance) decreased.

e In 1996, 91 females attended primary school for every 100 males who attended. In 1992,
88 females attended primary school for every 100 males.

The net attendance ratio (NAR) is the percentage of the official primary school-age population (ages 7 to 13 in Zambia) that attends primary
school. The gross attendance ratio (GAR) is the total number of students attending primary school-regardless of age—expressed as a
percentage of the official primary school-age population.

Over-Age, Under-Age, and On-Time

Students in Primary School in Zambia, 1996

In 1996, 38% of primary 100
school students were in the a0
appropriate grade for their age. - B Over-Age
In 1992, 46% of students were T B0
in the appropriate gradefor & 40 O Under-Age
age. (1992 data not shown). 20 B On-Time
e 46% of male primary school |:|

students and 27% of females M F M F M F M F M F M F M F

were over-age. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Grade

e 11% of males and 15% of Source: Zambia DHS, 1996

females were under-age.

Students are considered to be on time if they are at, or are one year older than, the official age for the grade; over age if they are two or more
years older; and under-age if they are one or more years younger. Note: The DHS has not collected school attendance data for children
under age 6, so the percent of children under-age in Grade 1 may be underestimated.
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Percentage of School-Age Children Attending
Primary School (Urban/Rural), 1992 and 1996

In Zambia, primary
school attendance is
higher in urban than in
rural areas. Between
1992 and 1996, urban
attendance declined
more than rural atten-

g0 80 &

FPercentin School

&9
B6 3 sy 50 E Total (1992
O Total (1996)
' W Male {1996)
OFemale {1996)
dance, thus decreasing

the gap. Urban Rural

Percentage of School-Age Children Attending
Primary School by Province, 1992 and 1996

. Met Attendance Ratio
In 1996, in urban areas,

80% of children ages 7 to

13 attended primary

school, down from 89% in 1992. Comparatively, in rural areas, 59% of children ages 7 to
13 attended primary school, down from 66% in 1992.

Source: Zambia DHS, 1992 and 1996

In 1992 and 1996, males and females were equally likely to attend school in urban and
rural areas. (Data for 1992 not shown.)

Between 1992 and 1996, the percentage of primary school-age children attending
primary school declined in all but one province of Zambia.

Primary School Net Attendance
Ratio By Region and Sex, 1996
There is no consistent pattern regarding gender
equity in primary school attendance by province. Region Males Females
« In 1996, male attendance ratios were higher than Eastern 44 40
female attendance ratios in 4 provinces, female Luapula 64 7
attendance ratios were higher in 2 provinces, and Northern 65 59
attendance was roughly equal in the other 2 prov- Western 58 69
inces and the Lusaka urban area. Northwestern 68 63
Southern 67 74
Lusaka 75 77
Central 75 77
Copperbelt 80 82

The Luapula province
experienced the
greatest decline in
attendance ratios
(20% drop), followed
by the Eastern,
Western, and
Copperbelt provinces
and the Lusaka urban
area, which all experi-
enced decreases in
attendance ratios of 10% or more. Source: Zambia DHS, 1992 and 1996

Percent in School
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Gross Attendance Ratio by Grade, 1992 and 1996

107 103 102

100 92 100 gg 100 88 W 1992

1956
T
3
o)
o

1 2 3 4 5 G 7
Grade Source: Zambia DHS, 1992 and 1996

Between 1992 and 1996, gross attendance ratios decreased for every grade in the
primary cycle.

e The decline in the gross attendance ratio between 1992 and 1996 in the first grade (often
referred to as the gross access ratio) along with the pattern of decline in the remaining
grades is further evidence of a drop in the proportion of children in primary school.

o« The small decline in attendance levels between Grades 1 and 7 indicates relatively low
levels of student drop out through the primary cycle.

GAR by grade is the number of children attending each grade—regardless of age—divided by the number of children in the
population that are the official age for that grade.
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Percentage of Youth Attending Secondar

School in Zambia, 1992 and 1996

In 1996, one-quarter
of secondary school-
age youth attended
secondary school in
Zambia. Between
1992 and 1996, total
attendance did not
change but the male/ Tatal Wale Fermale Total Niale Female

female disparity in Met Attendance Ratio Gross Altendance Ratio
attendance was

virtually eliminated. Source: Zambia DHS, 1992 and 1996

27 28 W 1992
18 18 2019 18 21 11996

Percent in School

e 18% of secondary school-age youth attended secondary school in 1996, the same as
1992.

e In 1996, 19% of males ages 14 to 18 attended secondary school, compared with 18% of
females in the same age group; in 1992, 20% of males and 16% of females attended
secondary school.

« Among students of all ages (gross attendance), in 1996, approximately 75 females at-
tended secondary school for every 100 males who attended; this is up from 66 females
per 100 males in 1992.

The NAR is the percentage of the official secondary school-age population (ages 14 to 18 in Zambia) that attends secondary
school. The GAR is the total number of students attending secondary school-regardless of age—expressed as a percentage of
the official secondary school-age population.

Percentage of School-Age Youth Attending

Secondary School (Urban/Rural), 1992 and 1996

W Total (19g2) Urban youth are much more

5
E likely than rural youth to
i attend secondary school.
b5 O Total (1996)
g 8 o)
E 7 7 B Male (1996) e In 1996, 31% of urban
= youth ages 14 to 18
o EFemale (1896) attended secondary
—_— ol school, compared to only
Net Attendance Ratio  Source: Zambia DHS, 1992 and 1996 8% in rural areas.

Between 1992 and 1996, secondary school attendance increased only slightly in both
urban and rural areas.

o Between 1992 and 1996, secondary school attendance in urban areas increased from
28% to 31% and from 7% to 8% in rural areas.

The increase in secondary school attendance in urban areas was due, in large part,
to an increase in female attendance.

o In urban areas, female attendance went from 25% in 1992 to 30% in 1996; male atten-
dance increased from 31% to 33%. (1992, data not shown.)
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Percentage of School-Age Youth Attending
Secondary School by Province, 1992 and 1996
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Source: Zambia DHS, 1992 and 1996

There is large regional disparity in secondary school attendance in Zambia. Be-
tween 1992 and 1996, secondary school attendance increased in 3 provinces.

e In 1996, secondary school attendance ranged from a low of 9% in the Eastern Province to
27% in the Lusaka urban area and the Copperbelt Province.

o Between 1992 and 1996, attendance increased in the Western, Northwestern and Central
provinces and stayed relatively constant in the other provinces and Lusaka.

There is no consistent pattern regarding gender
equity in secondary school attendance by province.

Secondary School Net Attendance

« In 1996, male secondary school attendance was Ratio By Province and Sex, 1996
higher than female attendance in the Northern and Region Males Females
Copperbelt provinces; female attendance was Eastern 10 8
higher in the Northwestern Province and the Luapula 14 16
Lusaka urban area. Northern 13 9

Western 18 17
Northwestern 15 20
Southern 12 10
Lusaka 23 30
Central 17 18
Copperbelt 31 23

Northwestern

Central

A

Western
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Schooling Status of Youth Ages 6 to 24 in Zambia, 1996
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At no age do more than 80% of youth attend school in Zambia.

o The peak year of attendance is age 12 when 79% of youth attend school; the peak age
range is from 10 to 13.

« The percentage of youth who have never attended school has not decreased in the past
decade; this percentage has remained between 7% and 11% for those over the age 11.

School Attendance by Age and Sex

School attendance was higher in 1992 than in 1996 for the youngest males
and females. 100

« Between 1992 and 1996, g & —— Meale - 1992
attendance fell for S a0 Female - 1992
females ages 6to 11 £ —8— Male - 1996
and for males ages 'E' a0 Female - 1995
6 to 16. £

o 20

(] = =

6 B8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24
Age

Source: Zambia DHS, 1992 and 1996

In 1996, the percentage of males and females attending school was the same until
age 14 when female attendance dropped off faster than males.

e In 1992, the pattern was similar, but female attendance dropped below male attendance
earlier, after age 11.
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Primary and Secondary School
Completion Rates in Zambia, 1996
In 1996, 50% of the popula-
tion 15 and older had com-
pleted primary school; this
W Total (1292) percentage was down from
57% in 1992. Men were much
OTotal (1995) 'More likely to have completed
primary school than women.

Percent Completing Level

H Men (1996)
Prinary Secondary OWomen (1986) o In 1996,_59% of men com-
: pleted primary school
Level of Schocling compared to 41% of
Source: Zambia DHS, 1992 and 1996 women.

Since 1992, female completion decreased more than male completion.

« Female completion fell from 48% in 1992 to 41% in 1996; male completion from 66% in
1992 to 59% in 1996. (1992 data not shown.)

Between 1992 and 1996, the percentage of men and women who have completed
secondary school has declined substantially.

o Male secondary school completion declined from 15% in 1992 to 5% in 1996; female
completion fell from 6% in 1992 to 2% in 1996. (1992 data not shown).

Educational Attainment of Adults in Zambia, 1996

Educational attainment

has been steadily increas-
ing for both men and

women, but women'’s =
attainment still lags 8
behind. X

o 38% of men ages 65+ had
no schooling, compared to
7% of men ages 20 to 24.

W Secondary or higher
- OPrimary
B Mo schooling

MF MF MF MF MF MF
e 76% of women ages 65+ 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+
had no schooling, com- Age
pared to 11% of women

ages 20 to 24.
Source: Zambia DHS, 1996

e« 6% of men ages 65+ had
at least some secondary schooling, compared to 43% of men ages 20 to 24.

o 1% of women ages 65+ had at least some secondary schooling, compared to 33% of
women ages 20 to 24.
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Literacy Among Women and Men in Zambia, 1996

In 1996, 67% of women reported that they could read, compared to 84% of men.
These percentages are the same as those from 1992. (1992 data not shown).

Women Men

33%

M Cannot read
B Can read

Source: Zambia DHS, 1996

Women and men who never attended school and those who attended primary school were asked to assess their literacy with
the following question: “Can you read and understand a letter or newspaper easily, with difficulty, or not at all?” People who
said they can read easily or with difficulty are grouped together as “can read.”

Samples include 28,021 women age 15 to 49, and 1,849 men age 15 to 59.

Women's Literacy by Years of Primary School Completed

100 -
In 1996, 68% of 80 -
women who completed
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pleted Grade 7 re- a0 -
ported that they could
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Women’S the ra Cy by Age Source: Zambia DHS, 1996

100 Little progress in women'’s
80 1 literacy has been made
E 60 4 over the past 25 years.
= . OCannotread , 679 of women 15 to 19
& B Can read report being able to read;
20 1 this is the same percent
reported for women 40 to
0 44,
15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49
Age Group Source: Zambia DHS, 1996

This figure includes all women (ages 15 to 49) who were surveyed. Women who attended secondary school or higher were
assumed to be literate and were not asked to demonstrate their ability to read.
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Main Reason for Leaving School Among Women

Ages 15 to 24, by Highest Level of Schooling Attended

The most common reason given for leaving primary school was lack of school fees

(37%).

¢ The second most common reason for leaving primary school was failure on exams (19%),
followed by not liking school (16%) and pregnancy and/or marriage (12%).

The most common reason given for leaving secondary school was pregnancy or

marriage (31%).

o The second most common reason for leaving secondary school was failure on exams
(28%), followed by graduating/having enough school (21%) and school fees (16%).

Primary Secondary
Failed Did nhntlilke
schoo
exams ’ 16%, School

inaccessible

Pregnancy

6% ! Marriage
3%
liness
5%
Other
5%
Graduated
Pregnancy/ Wkl
School fees Marriage enough b Schoal
IT% 12% schooling feps

21% 16%

Source: Zambia DHS, 1996

Samples include 2,014 women who left school during or at the end of primary school, and 691 women who left school after
attending some or complete secondary or higher education.

Zambia Page 9



Indicator Specifications

The methods used for calculating the indicators presented in these education profiles are
described below.

Net Attendance Ratio (NAR)

Primary Level:

Number of children of primary school age attending primary school

Number of people of primary school age in the sample
Secondary Level:

Number of youth of secondary school age attending secondary school

Number of people of secondary school age in the sample

NAR is the percentage of children of school age who are attending school and is calculated
separately for primary and secondary school. NAR is an indicator of the extent of school
participation of children whose ages fall within the official age range for each level of school-
ing. A primary school NAR of 95% would indicate that nearly all of the primary school-age
children are attending primary school. A primary school NAR of only 38%, on the other hand,
would indicate that a majority, or 62%, of primary school-age children are not attending
primary school. By definition, the NAR cannot exceed 100%.

Gross Attendance Ratio (GAR)

Primary Level:

Number of children attending primary school, regardless of age

Number of people of primary school age in the sample
Secondary Level:

Number of youth attending secondary school, regardless of age
Number of people of secondary school age in the sample

GAR for a given school level is the total attendance at that level, expressed as a percentage
of the population of the official age range for that level. The GAR is calculated separately for
primary and secondary school. Unlike the NAR, the GAR can exceed 100%.

Both a GAR greater than 100% and a GAR greater than the NAR indicate the presence in the
classroom of children who are either older or younger than the official age range for their
school level. The magnitude of the difference between the NAR and GAR indicates the magni-
tude of over-age/under-age participation. For example, if the primary school NAR is 35%,
while the primary school GAR is 65%, then 54% (35/65), of the students at the primary
school level are of primary school age, while 46% are either older or younger than the official
primary age range. In some countries, where there is a substantial difference between the
GAR and the NAR, the number and proportion of over-age and/or under-age students burdens
the school system by absorbing resources that might otherwise be spent on children in the
official age range for the level.



Primary GAR by Grade

For each grade in primary school:

Number of students attending Grade X, regardless of age
Number of people of the official age for Grade X in the sample
Primary GAR by grade is an indicator of the relative level of total attendance in each grade of
primary school. GAR for a given grade is the total attendance in that grade, regardless of age,
expressed as a percentage of the total population of the official entry age for that grade. For example, the
GAR for third grade in a country in which age 8 is the official entry age for third grade is the total atten-
dance in third grade divided by the total population age 8.

The GAR by grade can vary from grade to grade for a variety of reasons including student
repetition and drop out. For each grade, repetition causes an increase and dropout causes a
decrease in the GAR. The GAR may also be affected by students who return to school after
having dropped out and by fluctuations in Grade 1 intake rates, which may rise or fall dra-
matically over the years. The exact magnitude of the individual factors contributing to the
variation in the GAR from one grade to the next cannot be determined from these data.

Gender Parity/Number of Females Per 100 Males in School

Primary School Gender Parity Index Secondary School GPI:
(GPL):  Female primary school GAR Female secondary school GAR
Male primary school GAR Male secondary school GAR

GPI is the ratio of the GAR for females to the GAR for males. A GPI of 1.0 indicates gender
parity. When multiplied by 100, this calculation yields the approximate number of females per
100 males in the classroom. (This calculation is an approximation because it assumes that
the school age population is 50% male and 50% female. The closer the GPI is to 0, the
greater the gender disparity in favor of boys and a higher proportion of males than females
are in school. A GPI greater than 1.0 indicates a gender disparity in favor of females; a higher
proportion of females than males are in school. For example, if the primary school GAR is 60%
for females and 80% for males, then the GPI equals 60/80 or 0.75 and there are approxi-
mately 75 females for every 100 males attending primary school.

Primary School Over-Age, Under-Age and On-Time

Students are considered over-age if they are two or more years older, and under-age if they
are one or more years younger than the official age for their grade. Students are considered
to be on time if they are of the official age, or are one year older than the official age for
their grade. For example, if the official entry age for Grade 1 is 6, a student age 6 or 7 is
considered on time in Grade 1, a student age 8 or older is considered over-age, and a stu-
dent age 5 or younger is considered under-age.

Over-Age for Each Grade in Primary School:

Number of Grade X students who are 2 or more years older than target entry age for the grade
Total number of students attending Grade X

This ratio yields the percentage of students who are two or more years over-age for the
grade that they are attending. Students who are only one year over-age are not included in
the calculation because the data do not distinguish between those who are truly one year
over-age and those who had birthdays during the school year. Thus, to a greater or lesser
extent, depending on whether the survey was conducted early or late in the school year, this
calculation tends to underestimate the true percentage of over-age students for each grade.
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Students may be over-age for any number of reasons, including late entry to school and
grade repetition. This indicator does not point to reasons for over-age, but only its extent in
the school system.

Under-Age for Each Grade in Primary School:
Number of Grade X students who are 1 or more years younger than target entry age for the grade

Total number of students attending Grade X

This ratio yields the percentage of students who are one or more years under-age for the
grade that they are attending. For example, if the official entry age for Grade 1 is 6, any
student age 5 or younger is considered to be under-age. Children who were one year under-
age at the start of the school year may not be included in this calculation if their birthdays
took place before the survey was conducted. Thus, to a greater or lesser extent, depending
on whether the survey was conducted late or early in the school year, this calculation tends
to underestimate the true percentage of under-age students for each grade.

On Time for Each Grade in Primary School:
Number of Grade X students who are the target entry age for the grade or one year older
Total number of students attending Grade X

This ratio yields the percentage of students who are of the official age or who are one year
older than the official age for the grade they are attending. For example, if the official entry
age for Grade 1 is 6, any student age 6 or 7 is considered to be on time. Depending on the
timing of the survey in relationship to the school year, a larger or smaller number of the
children who are one year older than the official age and included in the calculation as “on
time” will actually be over-age for their grade. Likewise, some of the children who are
counted as being in the official age range for their grade may have been under-age at the
beginning of the school year and have had a birthday before the survey was conducted.
Thus, this calculation tends to overestimate the true percentage of on-time students.

Age-Specific Attendance Ratios (ASAR)

For each age, from age 6-24:
Number of people age X attending school, at any level

Number of people age X in the sample

The ASAR indicates the percentage of a given age cohort that is participating in education,
regardless of the level of participation (primary, secondary, or higher). The ASAR cannot
exceed 100%, and the closer it is to 100%, the higher the school participation of that age
group in the population.

Completion Rate

Primary:
Number of people ages 15 or older who have completed the last grade of primary (or higher)
Number of people age 15 or older in the sample

Secondary:
Number of people ages 20 or older who have completed the last grade of secondary (or higher)
Number of people ages 20 or older in the sample

The completion rates presented here are indicators of the levels of primary or secondary
school completion among those who are beyond primary or secondary school age. Those
included in the numerator may have left school after completion of a given level or may have
completed any additional amount of schooling.



Many of the younger people included in the denominator but excluded from the numerator of
each calculation may still be attending school. Eventually, many of those students may finish
the level that they are attending, increasing the percentage completing that level. So, for
younger cohorts, this indicator underestimates the completion rates for primary and second-
ary schooling.

Primary and secondary completion rates are presented for the population ages 15 and older
or 20 and older as a whole, while the educational attainment of adults is presented by age
group and sex.

Educational Attainment by Level of Schooling Attended (Ages 25 and Older)

No Schooling:
Number of people ages X to Y (5-year range or 65+) who never attended school
Number of people in the sample ages X to Y

Primary:
Y Number of people ages X to Y with some or completed primary schooling

Number of people in the sample ages X to Y

Secondary or Higher:
Number of people ages X to Y with some or completed secondary or higher schooling
Number of people in the sample ages X to Y

These indicators yield the percentage of the adult population ages 25 to 34, 45 to 54, 55 to
64 or 65 and older that has attained each of three levels of schooling: no schooling, incom-
plete or complete primary, incomplete secondary or higher. The percentages for these three
levels total 100% when they are added together for a particular age group. A full set of
calculations for all age groups illustrates how patterns of school attainment have changed
over time.

Women (and in many countries, men) ages 15 to 49! who never attended school and those
who left school before secondary school were asked to assess their literacy. The question
was: “Can you read and understand a letter or newspaper easily, with difficulty, or not at
all?” People who said they could read easily or with difficulty are grouped together as “can
read.” Literacy data are presented by sex and women’s literacy is also presented by age
group and by years of primary school completed.

'The age range for men is slightly different than that of women, often age 15-59 or 20-59.

Repetition Rates

Number of students repeating Grade X in year 2
Number of students attending Grade X in year 1

Repetition rates measure the percent of students in a given grade who also attend that same grade in the
following year. These rates are calculated from data on children’s participation in schooling from the current
and previous school years. For example, if a student is in Grade 3 at the time of the survey, and was also
in Grade 3 in the previous school year, the student is repeating.



Survival Rate to Grade 5 (Using the Reconstructed Cohort Method of UNESCO)

To calculate survial to grade 2:
[(Number of students in Grade 1 in year 1) x (promotion rate Grade 1 to Grade 2 in year 1)

+ [(Number of students from same cohort repeating Grade 1 in year 2) x (promotion rate Grade 1 to
grade 2 inyear 1)] +

+ [(Number of students from same cohort repeating Grade 1 in year 3) x (promotion rate Grade 1 to
grade 2 in year 1)]

+ [(Number of students from same cohort repeating Grade 1 in year 4) x (promotion rate Grade 1 to
grade 2 in year 1)]

+ [(Number of students from same cohort repeating Grade 1 in year 5) x (promotion rate Grade 1 to
grade 2 in year 1)].

For the survival rate to grade 5, the same calculation is used for the transition between
grades 2 to 3, 3to 4, and 4 to 5, taking into account students who drop out of or repeat
each grade. For detailed explanation of the reconstructed cohort method, see the”Education
for All: The Year 2000 Assessment Technical Guidelines” published by UNESCO for the Inter-
national Consecutive Forum on Education for All (e-mail: efa@unesco.org; web site
www.education.unesco.org/efa).

The survival rate, by grade, is an indicator of how well students progress through a school
system. The survival rate, by grade, is the percentage of a cohort of students attending
grade 1 in a given year, that is expected to complete each subsequent grade. The survival
rate is calculated using rates of promotion, dropout, and repetition. This projection is based
on several assumptions, including: a) that there are no new entrants to the school system
(including dropouts returning to school): b) that at any grade, the same promotion, repeti-
tion, and dropout rates will apply to students, regardless of wether a student is in the grade
for the first time or is repeating): c) and that the same promotion, repetition, and dropout
rates observed apply for students while they are in that cycle of schooling): d) that the
number of times students are allowed to repeat is defined.

Assuming that there are 1000 grade 1 students in 1998, the survival rate to grade 2 in
Guinea, for example, is calculated by taking the number of students promoted from grade 1
to 2 in year 1 (85.1% of the 1,000 students, or 851 students), plus those promoted among
the students repeating gradel in year 2 (85.1% of the 130, or 111 students), plus the
promotees from the students repeating grade 1 (for the second time) in year 3 (85.1% of the
17 students, or 14), plus the number of students promoted from the students repeating
grade 1 (for the third time) in year 4 (85.1% of 2, or 2). The total number of students pro-
moted, then, over a four-year period, is 978/1000, or 97.8 percent. In calculating survival
rates, it was assumed that a given student could repeat a grade up to 4 times, without
leaving school.

Note on Handling of Missing Data

For all indicators, the calculation excludes people with missing data on key variables. For
example, in the calculation of NAR for primary school, there are some children for whom age
data are available but school attendance data (whether the child is currently in school, or
what level of schooling the child has attained) are missing. These children are not counted in
the numerator or denominator. Undoubtedly, some of the children for whom attendance data
are missing are attending primary school, while others are not. But since the levels of atten-
dance are unknown, these children are left out of the calculation.
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