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Central Amenca's ProtectIOn of Freshwater Resources
(supported by USG programs)

The seven countnes of Central Amenca - Behze, Costa RIca, EI Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,
NIcaragua and Panama - are takmg a lead m respondmg to the CommIssIon for Sustamable
Development's mandate on the protectIOn and supply offreshwater resources by developmg the
world's fIrst regIOna,1 plan to satisfy the freshwater needs of Its CItizens NatIOnally, and wIth the
support ofUSAID and other USG agencIes (notably the Envrronmental ProtectIOn Agency) and
mternatIOnal donors, they are already takmg sIgmfIcant measures leadmg to the creatIOn of a
predIctable regulatory and enforcement envIronment for pnvate sector mvestment m water
quahty The VISIOn, plan and concrete actions of the Central Amencan natIOns m tlus area
clearly demonstrate therr polItical WIll m fulfillmg the water-related COmmItments of major
mternatIOnal agreements, mcludmg the RIo Sumnut, the Central Amencan AllIance for
Sustamable Development (ALIDES) and CONCAUSA The lessons learned from tlus uruque
collaborative expenence can be useful m guIdmg other natIOns to develop regIOnal approaches
that address the sustamable development of transboundary water resources

The ongms of the regIOnal water mitIatIve are found m the Central Amencan ParlIament's 1994
recommendatIOns for coordmated Isthmus-wIde actIOns m thIS area At therr July 1997 SummIt
the Central Amencan PresIdents and Pnmer Mnuster (Behze) ratified therr concern for the long­
term protectIOn and ratIOnale utilIzatIOn of freshwater resources by approvmg the development of
a regIOnal action plan under the auspIces of the Central Amencan CommIssIon for the
EnVIronment and Development (CCAD), USAID's pnncipal partner m the RegIOnal
EnVIronmental Project for Central Amenca (PROARCA) That document IS currently bemg
fmahzed and by mId-1998 wIll be revIewed (m a process sponsored by DANIDA) for approval
by major regIOnal and natIOnal agencIes dealmg WIth water Issues, for Its subsequent
consIderation by the Central Amencan heads of state Among the key proposals are the
comprehensIve mventory of the regIOn's water resources, the strengthenmg ofmstItutIOns
responSIble for data collectIOn, the strengthenmg of mformatIOn exchange mechanIsms,
Improved mter-mstItutIOnal coordmatIon, land-use plannmg focussed on watersheds to optimIze
the sustamable use ofnatural resources, greater consIderatIOn of water-related envIronmental
Impacts m development projects, and regulatory mcentIves to promote the pnvate sector
conservatIOn ofwatersheds

The draft regIOnal mitIatIve, as well as already-developed national programs and regulatory
frameworks, place Central Amenca well ahead of the 2000 target date establIshed by the CSD for
the establIshment of "costed and targeted natIOnal actIOn programmes" and "appropnate
mstItutIOnal structures and legal mstruments" Withm the soon-to-be unIfied Secretanat for
Central Amencan IntegratIOn, the EnVIronmental DIrectorshIp (the present CCAD) wIll have the
leadmg role m coordmatmg regIOnal mitIatIves on the aVaIlabIhty and quahty ofsafe water

The U S role m provIdmg demand-dnven support to Central Amencan envIronmental mitlatIves
over the past several years has been cntIcal to the success to-date m estabhshmg a favorable
mvestment clImate based upon a WIde array oflegal and techmcal accomplIshments and on­
gomg actiVIties related to water resource management The PROARCA collaborative



partnershIp ofUSAID/G-CAP, CCAD, EPA, and major US-based NGOs and pnvate firms, as
well as bIlateral USAID-supported programs m enVIronment and health, are addressmg safe
water Issues at the reglOnal, natlOnal and local levels

The current programs build on broad-based USAID-supported regIonal and bllateral mstItutlOnal
strengthenmg and technology transfer programs m enVIronment and natural resources
management Tens ,of thousands ofextenslOrusts, farmers, health practitioners, teachers and
tramers have been tnlmed m areas that pOSItively affect the sound management and conservatlOn
of freshwater resources mtegrated watershed management, plantatlOn and natural forest
management, sustamable agrIculture, pesticIde management, mtegrated pest management, and
envIronmental educatlOn

The current collaborative Central Amencan efforts, shaped wlthm the framework of the
Mesoamencan BlOloglcal Corndor and supported by major USG programs, closely follow the
freshwater pnontles of the CSD The Comdor IS enVISIoned as an mtegrated regIonal network
of key parks and protected areas whIch are mterconnected through terrestnal and marme
comdors (buffer zones, multiple use zones, etc ), provldmg envIronmentally-sound goods and
servIces to Central Amencan CItizens and promotmg mvestment m the conservation and the
sustamable use of natural resources The polIcy and management components of the vanous
programs that support the establIshment of the CorrIdor logIcally address the pnnclpal
consideratlOns correspondmg to the conservation and sustamable use of freshwater resources
These conSIderations range from top-level polItIcal and legal mitIatives to the promotIon ofon­
the-ground practIces that reqUITe or result m the protection VItal water resources An example of
the latter IS the watershed protectIon that IS occurnng throughout the regIon, benefittmg areas as
large as the Panama Canal watershed, and as small as the mIcro-watersheds that serve village­
level communItIes

RegIOnal accomplishments related to the protectIOn offreshwater resources

* EnvlfonmentallegislatlOn and pollutIon preventIon programs Jomtly Implemented under
USAIDIPROARCA by the CCAD and EPA m response to the reglOnally USG-financed study
that determmed that solId waste, waste water and pestICIdes are the prmclpal natIonal pollutlOn
threats These programs, whIch prOVIde a stable and pOSItIve legal clImate for mvestment
lllitIatlves that preserve and protect water resources, mclude

Techrucal aSSIstance and trammg prOVIded to natlOnal and local governments m the
management, treatment (mcludmg the mtroductlon of clean technologIes) and dIsposal of
solId waste, waste water and pestiCIdes At the munICIpal level, USAID-fmanced
actiVItIes mclude the development and operatIon of local actlOn plans developed through
partICIpatory processes

Trammg of Central Amencan Judges, prosecutors, publIc attorneys, legal adVIsors,
NGOs and busmess aSSOCIatIons ill envlfonmentallaw, regulatlOns and enforcement
Issues that Impact on water



Trammg ofgovernment and NGO representatives m legal and techmcal aspects of
environmental impact assessments

Technical assistance provided to natiOnal legislatures and executive branches m the
draftmg and mtroductiOn ofenvIronmental laws and regulatiOns

* The development and dissemmatIon of regional pollcy analyses that document the mcentIves
and dismcentIves ofeXlstmg natiOnal laws and regulatiOns, mcludmg those relatmg dIrectly to
the management and utIlIzatIon of water resources

*Protected areas management actIvItIes that lead to the conservatiOn ofessentIal watersheds
located m parks and reserves

* PromotiOn and demonstratIon ofthe economIC VIabIlIty ofproductIve land uses compatible
With biOdIversIty, mcludmg sustamable plantatiOn forestry, natural forestry management and
nVironmentally~fnendlyagncultural practices for coffee, bananas, CItrus, etc Such land uses
lead to the protectIOn and conservation ofwater sources as well as reqUIre theIr sustamable
utilIzatiOn m order to be successfully undertaken

* RegiOnal small grants programs for local NGOs and communIty groups, focussmg on
envIronmental educatIOn, eco-tourIsm and the mvolvement of local CItizenry m deCISIon-making
processes related to natural resource management

* An mtegrated coastal management program that works WIth local NGOs and commumtIes to
promotes benefiCIal changes m coastal ecosystem management, resource use patterns and
lllvestment deCISIons m selected protected and managed areas, through the ImplementatIOn of
local enVIronmental action plans and the resolutIOn ofenvIronmental problems m cross-border
areas A CrItIcal element of the program addresses the development and ImplementatIon of"best
practIce" natural resource management and economIC actiVIties that mclude the protectIOn of
upstream watersheds that are the source ofwater for personal consumptiOn and ungatIon by local
populatIOns


