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This analysis is based on a nationally representative
random-sample poll commissioned by the International
Foundation for Electoral Systems and conducted by the
Kiev International Institute of Sociology. Face-to-face
interviews of adults (18 and over) were conducted in
every oblast of Ukraine between December 13-23,
1994. The margin of error 1s +/- 2.2%

MAJOR FINDINGS

. The Ukrainian public feels uninformed.
While most realize the extent of Ukraine's
difficult transition, information on it and
other important topics is simply not
flowing to them in a form they can use or
understand.

. While more than 91% of the public in
Ukraine is dissatistied with conditions in
the country, there 1s a stirring of hope and
a willingness to give President Kuchma
more time to carry out reforms.

. The Ukrainian public looks to the West for
guidance in reform. There is general
agreement on the need to contnue
movement to democratic practice, hut free
market reforms during this difficult time,
get mixed reviews.

Direction and Approval Attitudes

Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the general
situation in Ukraine today?

Very Satisfied 1.5
Somewhat satisfied 4.9
Not very satisfied 25.0
Not at all satisfied 66.7
DA/DK 1.9

Do you agree or disagree with the statement: "My
family doesn't have money to buy enough food."?

Agree strongly 59.7
Agree somewhat 18.2
Disagree somewhat 15.7
Disagree strongly 4.9
DA/DK 1.5

This is a startling and graphic finding: over two-
thirds of the respondents say that there is not
enough money to buy food. Despite this fact, it is
interesting that Ukrainians are willing to show any
patience with government and with President
Kuchma. However, Kuchma has been in office
only a short time. The Ukrainian parliament (most
of whose members were elected in March and
April of 1994) gets very low marks from voters.
Only one in nine approves of its work so far.

In the following question, only about one-fifth
believe that things will be worse in two or three
years, Of course, it may be that Ukrainians
believe that things could not possibly get worse.
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In the future (say two or three years from now), do you expect the economic and political situation in Ukraine
will be:

Better than it is now 30.2
About the same as now 30.0
Worse than it is now 21.8
DA/DK 18.1

Do you agree or disagree with the statement: "President Kuchma has made progress in keeping the promises
he made during the campaign, and we should give him more time to make the other changes he promised.”?

Agree strongly 34.3
Agree somewhat 24.0
Disagree somewhat 9.4
Disagree strongly s 124
DA/DK 20.0

When the two categories are collapse% and we consider only those who have an opinion, the results are:

Agree 72.8
Disagree 27.2

And what about the Supreme Rada -- Do you approve of the job they are doing so far?

Approve overall 11.8
Disapprove 64.1
DA/DK 24.1

What is your overall opinion of the present-day Communist Party of Ukraine?

Very favorable 7.4

Somewhat favorable 19.3
Somewhat unfavorable 22.5
Very unfavorable 17.6
DA/DK 33.2

After 70 years of communist rule, only about one quarter of the population has a favorable opinion of the
successor Communist Party. Nearly one-third of the rest were either unable or unwilling to express an
opinion. In any case, very few respondents identified with any party. Only 5.1% said that they considered
themselves 10 be members of any party. When asked if any party even represented their views, only 21.5%
of the respondents said that any party represented their interests.
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Need for information and education

Across the board, the electorate expresses an intense need for more information about government, reform,
and politics in general.

Have you heard or read much about the democratic processes in Ukraine?

Great deal 8.7
Fair amount 19.6
Not very much 39.3
Nothing at all 25.4
DA/DK 7.1

Nearly two-thirds (64.7%) say that they have little or no information about the democratic process.

3

Have you heard or read much about the so-called "free market reforms” in Ukraine?

Great deal o 9.8
Fair amount 24.1
Not very much 42.9
Nothing at all 17.3
DA/DK 5.9

Do you agree or disagree with the statement: "I don't have enough information about my rights with regard
to the authorities.”?

Agree strongly 55.9
Agree somewhat 22.6
Disagree somewhat 10.3
Disagree strongly 3.6
DA/DK 7.6

In other words, 78.5% agree with the statement 10 some degree.

Do you feel that you received enough information about the candidates or parties to make a good choice
between the candidates either for President or for the Supreme Rada?

A great deal 10.5
A fair amount 33.9
Not very much 39.7
Nothing at all 10.2

DA/DK 5.8
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Do you feel you received enough information from election officials so that you understood the electoral
process?

Enough information 42.0
Not enough information 40.4
DA/DK 17.6

This question refers specifically to the process of voting. It is likely that more people felt that they had
adequate information than with other areas due to the fact that Ukraine had round after round of elections in
1994. However, it is still the case that almost half those who answered the question felt that they did not have
enough voting information. This suggests that the Central Election Commission of Ukraine may need to
increase efforts in disseminating information to voters prior to any new elections or referenda.

Do you feel that the elections for President of Ukraine were free and fair?

R}

Free and Fair 36.4
Fraud Occurred 23.0
DA/DK 37.5

I

Do you feel that the elections for Peoples” Deputy of Ukraine to the Supreme Rada were free and fair?

Free and Fair 28.8
Fraud Occurred 31.8
DA/DK 39.4

Look to the West

Ukrainians look to Western nations to model their future development and express a desire to maintain links
with Russia while developing new ties to the West.

Is there any foreign country which you think could be a model for Ukraine's development?

Top choices of those who answered: (open-ended question)

Baltic republics 4.0
Canada 8.2
France 4.1
Germany 18.4
Japan 4.3
Poland 6.5
Russia 5.8
Sweden 6.1

Switzerland 4.0
USA 18.2
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Other choices of interest:

2
~J

Czech Republic
Finland

Holland

China

(unclear whether mainland or Taiwan)
USSR
Korea

(unclear whether North or South)

Cuba
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In reviewing the data, one finds that 74 % of the respondents choose a nation with Western-style
democratic traditions and free market economic policies. In fact, over half chose one of just four
countries: Germany, USA, Canada, or Sweden.

Russia was the choice of only 5.8% even though 20% of the sample was identified as ethnic
Russian. Only 3.8% chose coungries that could currently be labeled authoritarian or hard-line
Communist such as Cuba or China. A tiny fraction, six-tenths of 1 per cent, named the USSR
as their choice for the future.

What do you think is most important for Ukraine to become a more prosperous country in the
future?

Links to Russia 25.1
Links to the West 6.4
Both to Russia and to the West 60.5
DA/DK/Other response 7.9

Preference for democracy
Ukrainians express skepticism about the current state of their country, but they show a clear
preference for democratic practices in the future. They believe that democracy is the way to find

answers to their national problems, and they especially want reforms in the election laws.

Would you say that there is Democracy in Ukraine, or there is no democracy?

There is D-emocracy 17.8
There is not Democracy 55.9
DA/DK 26.3
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If Ukraine becomes a democracy, will we solve our economic problems:

More quickly 44.9
Less quickly 3.8
No difference 22.5
DA/DK 28.8

Of those who have an opinion:

More quickly 63.1
Less quickly 5.3
No difference 31.6

Do you agree or disagree with ‘the statement: "We must educate young people about the
democratic process so that they can help make good decisions about our future."?

Agree strongly 67.3
Agree somewhat 17.6
Disagree somewhat 2.5
Disagree strongly 1.2
DA/DK 11.4

Need for Reform

There is a strong feeling that government is not working well and that official corruption is
widespread. This is the likely underlying reason that the electorate supports reform measures.
The fact that President Kuchma has made attacks on official corruption a staple of his recent
rhetoric may also be a contributing factor.

How serious do you think is the problem of official corruption?

Very serious 75.3
Fairly serious 13.9
Not too serious 2.2
Not serious at all .

DA/DK 8.2

Only one-half of 1 per cent say that there is no problem of official corruption.
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In your opinion, are our elected officials in Kiev genuinely interested in improving the quality
of people's lives in Ukraine or just interested in helping themselves?

Improving quality of lives  12.1
Helping themselves 69.9
DA/DK 18.0

This perception of official corruption and lack of confidence in public officials may be a key
reason that Ukrainians do not yet feel that they live in a democracy.

What is your overall opinion of the election laws of Ukraine -- does it seem to you that they
work well or are they in need of reform?

Works Well v 235
Needs reform 35.1
DA/DK

[

When considering only those who know enough about the system to have an opinion:

Works Well 40.0
Needs reform 60.0

Would we be better off if you only had to vote once for the candidate you supported or are
you satisfied with the existing situation of multi-round elections?

Vote once 61.1
Things as they are 22.4
DA/DK 16.5
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Mass Dissatisfaction in Ukraine
— =2 TI3ALIST4LLION M UKralne

Almost no one is satisfied with the situation in Ukraine today.

‘Dissatisﬁed 91.7%

DA/DK 1.9%
Satisfied 6.4%

Survey design and supervision by the |nterniational Foundation for Electoral Systems. 1201 face-to-face interviews conducted natiomwide 13-23 December 1994 by KNS, Margia of ervor is + /- 22%. For more informetion contact, Chri s Siddall, IFES, (202) 828 ﬂ




Election Law Reform Needed
Only I in 4 thinks the election laws of Ukraine "work well."

Survey design and supervison by the International Foundation for Eectora Systems. 1201 face-to-face interviews conducted natiomwide 13-23 December 1994 by KIIS. Margin oferror i -+ - 22%. For more inormation, condact Chris Siddall, FES, (202) 826-8501. @




Is there Democracy in Ukraine?

Fewer than one-fifth think that there is democracy in Ukraine.

‘ There is Democracy 17.8%

| There is Not Democracy 55.9%

DA/DK 26.3%

Survey design and supervision by the International Foundation for Electoral Systems. 1201 face-to-face interviews conducted naticawide {3-23 December 1994 by Ki15. Margin of error & + /- 2.2%. For more information, contact Chris Siddall, IFES, (202) 828-8507. ﬂ




Educate Youth in Democracy

Overwhelming majority think, "We must educate young people about the democratic process so that they can help make good decisions about our future."

Agree 84.9%

DA/DK 11.4%

Disagree 3.7%

Survey design and supervision by the imternational Foundation for Electoral Systems. (201 (ace-to- face interviews conducted nationwide 13-23 Decermber 1994 by KilS. Margin of error is +/- 22%. for more information, contact Chris Siddall, IFES, (202) 828-8507. ﬂ



Mass Dissatisfaction in Ukraine

Almost no one is satisfied with the situation in Ukraine today.

Dissatisfied 91,7%j /
. Y \

BEST AvAILARI E cory

DAIDK 1.9%

Satisfied 6.4%
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Not Enough Money for Food

3.in 4 believe "My family doesn't have money to buy enough food."

‘Agree 77.9%:

DAIDK 1 5%

BEST AVAILABLE copy

Disagree 20.6%
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Disapproval of Parliament

The Supreme Rada has few friends. Only | in 9 approves of its work so far.

Disapprove 64.1% : .| Approve 11.8%

BEST AVAILABLE COPY

DAIDK 24.1% |

ns Seddall MES, (1023 20 4501
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Communist Party is Weak

Only | in 4 has a favorable opinion of the present-day Communist Party.

;Favorable 26.7%!

Unfavorable 40.1%
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N
Few Know of Democratic Process

Only I in 4 have a "great deal” or a "tir amount” of information about the Democratic process.

[ Great Deal/Fair Amount 28.3% ¢

DADK T.1%

Not Very Much/Nothing at All 64.6%
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“
Few Know of Market Reforms

Only 1'in 3 has a "great deal” or a "fair amount” of information about "free market reforms."

Great Deal/Fair Amount 33.9%

DA/DK 5.9%

Not Very Much/Naothing at AH—GO.Z%

Survey Sengn and vupervinion by the faternatianal | sundaton for [inctoral Spatems 1200 Lace 1 Lace mntecviews condorsed panonwile 1) 11 Decenber P b E Margon of evar b €7 175 Tor e wihomanan, somtacs I hadati MU (161 8 B0 S
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Less than Half Want Mostly State Economy

Attitudes are mixed on whether Ukraine should "continue process of reducing the state’s role in the economy” or “return to a system where the state controls much of the economy.”

Continue Reducing State Control 30.8%

| >
‘ C
i £
i [
\ i
Return to Mostly State Control 45.5% < -
RE RN z
DA/DK 23.7% | :
(PO : i

lwq devgn and supernnon by the Internznonal loundavca o Ehector Spitems P01 face-vo face intervieer conducted nationwide |3 1) Decaintiee 1994 M i Harginolerae s ¢ £ 11X Lo mace snformatinn, contact (v iddat MY, ln)) RN



Few Know Their Rights

3 in 4 believe, "l don't have enough information about my rights with regard to the authorities."
g yrg g

‘Agree 78.5%! I

[DA/DK 7.s%j

BEST AVATL ARI E copy

uEs

Survey dewgn and supervinion by the laternauonal foundanion Jor Electoral Spstems 1201 Lace 1o ace intervirns conducted aationwide 13- 11 Detembes 1994 by KIS Harpn ol errae iy 4 /- 1IX Lor moreindormatien, contact O Luadalt, WEL, (202) 020 3301



.
Less than Half Want Mostly State Economy

Attitudes are mixed on whether Ukraine should “continue process of reducing the state’s role in the economy” or “return to a system where the state controls much of the economy.”

[
i Continue Reducing State Control 30.8%

AN E COPY

Return to Mostly State Control 45.5%

| DAIDK 23.7% B
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Few Know Their Rights

3in 4 believe, "I don't have enough information about my rights with regard to the authorities."

Agree 78.5% e
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iDA/DK 7.6%
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4F

Y. W I WY

Survey degn and supervision by the internatronal Joundatien for Llecioral Systems 1201 fate-to-fact snterviews conducted nationwide 13-13 Decomber 1994 by KIS, Narg of mror i + /- 11K For moct information, contact Chons Soddall, WS, (J02) 123-0300.



Right to a Job

Majority agree that, “It is the duty of government to guarantee that | have a job.”

Agree 89.7% // N i

DA/DK 2.7% , CC

Dissagree 7.6%

Survey design and supervision by the Iaternational founcation lor Eircteral $yatems 110 face to-face interviews conducted nationwide 13-23 December 1994 by KIS Margin of svrsr s 4 /- 2 1%. Tor more wnkormmation, contact (hen Soddatl, LS, (102) M8-3500.




Fraud in Presidential Elections

in 4 thinks that at least some fraud occurred during the presidential elections.

Free and Fair 39.4% |

Fraud Occurred 23.0%

| DAIDK 37.5%|
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—
Half Make Uninformed Choice

Half had insufficient information to make a "good choice" between the candidates or parties for President or Parliament.

% Great Deal/Fair Amount 44.4%AJ

DAIDK 5.8%

Not Very Much/N’othinQVartr )\H 49.9%»

AFF*

Survey desrga and suptrvinion by the Internatiensl foundanon for Eecroral Sptemt 1101 fae to Tace internipws gonducted natiomwide 1321 Decenbar 194 By 1S arpmofamme + /- 11% 16 macy whermauen, contact Chans bddall, 1ES, (162) 0240340 N S aatans
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Information from Election Officials

Less than half think that they "received enough information from election officials so that they understood the electoral process."

| Enough Information 42.0%

A _ 3 DA/DK 17.6%
Not Enough Information 40.4% I

AES
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Survey dengn and wupervivon by the Internanonat foundation for [iectorai Systeens 1101 tace 1o Lice ntrrviews conducted nationwide 13-21 Decomber 1994 by KIS, Margin of ecroc s +/ 2 1% Toe mvaee snbormation, comact (s Seddall, 113, (102) 128 2301



Fraud in Presidential Elections

| in 4 thinks that at least some fraud occurred during the presidential elections.

| Free and Fair 39.4% |

Fraud Occurred 23.0%

| DA/DK 37.5% |

UFS
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Fraud in Parliamentary Elections

| in 3 thinks that at least some fraud occurred during the parliamentary elections.

Free and Fair 2-8‘8% ‘

CUrY

Fraud Occurred 31.8%
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Who Committed Election Fraud?

Of those who felt that fraud had occurred, most blamed local election officials.

Local Election Officials 52.7%

| BWA'fD'k"H 3.1%

Officials in Kiev 34.2% |




—
What Interests Officials in Kiev?

More than two-thirds are cynical about the intentions of their national elected officials.

Helping Themselves 69.9% . [T
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| DAIDK 18.0%

| improving Quality of Our Lives 12.1%

Survey devgna 1 the International Taundanion for Eiectoral Syitems 1201 face to-ace nterviews conducted nationwide 13 11 Decernber 1994 by KIS, Macgn of error s 4 /- 10%. Tor moce snlormation, centact ara Jdgaf, HES, (201) W14 4501 ﬁ
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Most Choose Democratic Development

0f those who answered on which country Ukraine should model itself, 3 in 4 chose a nation with Western democratic and free market traditions.

USA 182% -

Canads 8 2% Gorm.ny\!!i‘h

Poland 6 9%

Sweden 6 1%

Other 15 4%

Russia 5.8%

Japan 4.3% .

rrange 4 1% / - | Fna2e
France 4.1% ! - - ~| Czech Republic27%

: ; \ T \
t Switzeriand 4.0% ,} Baltic Republics 4.0% |

Vi

Survey e gn ang supernsich by the International laundation lor Eleiorat Spptems 1301 Tace-to Lace interniews conducted nationwide 13-23 December 1994 ap KIS Marpuo ol ervor o 0 73 1% for mure nformatesn, eatacl (hew Sogdat, IFES, (200) 820 D02




Links to Russia and the West

2in 3 think that links to the West are important for Ukraine to become a mare prosperous nation.

Links to Russia and the West BQ.G% J'

_(PAI_D&_(VIVQtI'}er Response 7.9%

Links to:‘lhe West 64%

" Links to Russia 25.1% |

j‘@:‘s

16d nationwide 13-1) December 1994 by LIS Harpa of error s ¢/ 1I%. for more 1 ormation, tentact (hrn Siddall, LS, (201) 428 4807
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Is there Democracy in Ukraine?

Fewer than one-fifth think that there is Democracy in Ukraine.

There is Democracy 17.8%

There is Not Democracy 55.9%

DA/DK 26.3%

dF

Survey design and supervition by the Internationat Foundation for firtaral $ystemi 1101 lace 10 face interaiews conducted natioawide 13-11 December 1994 by LIS Hacgia of erroris +/ 11K Foc more inbormation, coniact (hin Dddall, HES, (007) 008 3562 -



Educate Youth in Democracy

M

Overwhelming majority think, "We must educate young people about the democratic process so that they can help make good decisions about our future.”

Agree 84.9%

DA/DK 11.4%

Disagree 3.7%]
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Democracx Means Economic Progress

Only a few think economic problems will be solved "less quickly" if Ukraine "becomes a Democracy."

\'Mo're Quickly 44.9%

Less Quickly 3.8%

No Difference 22.5%

&fs

Survey design and 1upervision by the Internanonal Foundation for Eiectoral Syvtens 1101 Yace to-face interviews conducted nationwsde 13 13 Decomber 1994 by LS. Marpn ot srst i 3. 1 1% Yor mere smleematon, coatact (s Sddall, 1Y, (202) B18-2300.
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Election Law Reform

Most believe, "we would be better off" if "we had to vote only once for a candidate" rather than in multiple rounds as is currently the case.

Vote Only Once 61.1% |

LWL

o,

' DA/DK 16.5%

Things as—They Are 22.4%

Survry dengn and 1uperrion by the Internanional foundauen for Llectoral Systemy 101 faceto face imtermiony conducied navonwide 13-13 Dacember 1594 by RIS Margin of ervor s ¢/ 11X Tor more inlormation, costact Choy Sddadl, IFES, (202) 8200597 j@




Democracy Means Economic Progress

Only a few think economic problems will be solved “less quickly" if Ukraine “becomes a Democracy.”

More Quickly 44.9%

Less Quickly 3 8%

STV

No Difference 22.5%
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Survey desegn and tupervision by the Internationat Ioundation for Electoral Systerm 1101 face-to-face interviews conducted natiomwide 1313 December 1994 by KIS, Hargin of erroc i 4 11X Tor more informauon, contact (hnt Seddadl, IEES, (201) 810-0360.



