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FORWARD

Between 1990 and 1994, the USAID-funded Agricultural Research and Training Support
Project (ARTS) was implemented to assist the Farming Systems Research Program or
“Programme de Recherche sur les Systémes de Production (RSP)” of the “Institut d’Etudes et de
Recherches Agricoles (INERA)” in Burkina Faso. The objectives of the ARTS Project were 1) to
improve the capabilitics of farming systems research teams to collect, process and analyze farm-
level data and make recommendations based on them, 2) to develop org,anlzatlonal linkages
between the farming systems unit and other ministries and agencies involved in agriculture and
related policy mal\msc The project was administered by Pu1due University.

During these four years, an effort was made to supply the RSP/ARTS team with literature
on agriculture, natural resource management, farming systems and agroforestry in the Sahel. A
total number of 460 documents was supplied to the Documentation Center of the INERA
Agricultural Station of Kamboinsé. A collection of 70 abstracts in both French and English was
also prepared from documents dealing with these topics and sent to the RSP program for internal
distribution.

The present unannotated bibliography derives from this collection of abstracts, yet it has
been expanded to include references on Semi-Arid West African agroforestry and fo.estry found
in several literature sources. The main purpose of this selected bibliography is to draw attention
to the existence of these publications which can then be researched through finer bibliographical
tools. Data bases searched include Agricola, Agris International, CAB Abstracts, Books in Print
as well as Dissertation Abstracts International. Periodicals such as Agroforestry Systems, Bois et
Foréts des Tropiques, Journal of Farming Systems Research and Extension as well as the
proceedings of the 1991 conference on laidherbia albida in the West African semi-arid tropics
and various other sources were also reviewed. Finally, contributions to the 1993 conference on
agroforestry parklands in the semi-arid lands of West Africa kindly provided by the authors were
included as well as several references cited in those papers.

References were not all reviewed. They were subjectively grouped in 19 major themes.
In spite of the fact that documents often deal with more than one theme, they are cited only once.
Readers are therefore encouraged to look up all categories relevant to their topic of interest and
authors are kindly asked to bear with this simplistic classification scheme. The author’s index may
help in locating citations of the same author(s) which may not be found in the same subject
categories.
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