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mcials Say 
Some Abortion-Related 
Activities Are 
Permitted 

In a recent court c a e  challengmg the 
Mexico Citlj Policy (Pathfinder Fztnd et al. tis. 

AID), Dr. DlLff G. Gillespie, Director of the U.S. 
Agency for International Development (U.S.A.I.D.) 
Office of Population, made an official sworn state- 
ment on U.S A.I.D.'s beizalf stating that some abor- 
tion activities are L~I fact permissible under the 
policy. These cIanflcations were also made in recent 
testimony by U.S. foreign zid o f i c ~  before the U.S. 
Congress. They are summarized here, ~ 4 t h  the rele- 
vant lmguag: from official U.S.A.I.D. documents. 
They cover: 

demographic and hedth research on abortion: 
provision of t r m h g  md equipment to treai 
septic and Incomplete abortion (including 
illega! abortions); 

81 abortions to save the mother's He and 
abortions m cases of npe and incest; 

H post-abortion counsehg and services 
(includmg contraceptive sen?ces). 

In addition the documents make it clear  ha: 
G.S.A.I.D. funding can go to govemenbl  orga;uza- 
Lions involved in abortion actikities as long as the 
fun& is accounted for separately. Govemnent 
organizations are broadly dehed  to indude public 
universities. hospitals and national counclis. 

BACKGROBND 
For the k t  several years, leading U.S. f d y  

plannLxg orgaimtions have challenged the U.S. 
govement's Mexico City Pofcy abortion restrictions 
ir. the c o w  system and in the L1.S. Congress. So far 
these efforts hsve been unsuccessful. However, they 
have forced U.S.A.I.D. to clariFy the specific restric- 
!ions imposed by the policy, md to acb.o~vledge that 
foreigrt non-governmentid organizations (NGOs) m y  
use funds from non-U.? :UD. sources for certain 
types of abortion- relate^ activities and still remain eli- 
gible for US. populatior. xsistance. The longs~mdmg 
prohibition of the use of U.S.A.I.D. funds for m ~ s t  
abortion acoilties remains unchanged. 

Tne tt-rtten guidelines used by U.S.B.I.D. to 
implement the Mexico City Policy, called "'The Stan- 
d a d  Clzuses." r e g i e  foreign NGOs to ceE@ that 
they do not and wiil not i'perform or actively promote 
abortion as a method of family planning." The percep 
tion of man>- NGOs in developing countries who re- 
ceive U.S..A.I.D. population funds, and even some 
U.S.A.I.D. Cooperatmg Agencies. has been that my 
involvement at all ~51th abortion u 3  disqualltj. them 
from U.S.A.I.D. support. T h  is not accurate. 

DmoGwmc A m  

HEALTH B E S W C H  ON 
*4BOIRTZON - I-m -- / 

Non-govemmentd organizations in ----- . . . - - .  

developing countries do not risk their eli- 
gjbiiity for IJ.S..kI.D. population assis- 
tance if they engage in "research on the 
subject of abortior? or septic md incomplete abor- 
tion.'' In addhion to keeping routine information on 
clients' abonion histories, organizations may collect 
information on the general incidence cf ahrtion a.d 
its causes. the health jmpact of jlIegal abortion and 
its cost to the hedth delivery system. 
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In the past these types of resezrch were actu- 
ally supporLed with U.S.A.I.D. funds a d  some types 
of data collection and d y s i s  may still be e@ble for 
U.S.A.I.D. support. Grganizations may sta not en- 
gage in biomedical research on abortion. 

Demographic artd hedth research on abortion 
may even be used by certain non-govemenrrtl or- 
ganizations (such as a U.S. NGO or deveIopirg c o ~ i -  
try NGO 5%-hich does not receive U.S.A.I.D. furI&) to 
"fobby foreign governments to libemkc aborrion 
laws hl the cowtry.'' The developing country !:GO 
receiting U.S.A.J.D. funds m y  not itself r;se the re- 
sults of this reseach (ever: thoug,! it is not funded 
by U.S.A.I.D.), or of any other research, Lo advocate 
the liberahation of abortio~i laws. But iis eI.@lility 
€or U.S.A.I.D. support is not jeopardized merely by 
participating in research which others use in advmc- 
mg abortion law refom. - 
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m OF m rtIOTBE$ 
RAPE AID INCEST 

A s  s t e d  in the Mexico City Policy's 
Stmdard CIames and recently co rmed ,  .:"'S=.. 7x'*>'- 

non-govemental organizations in devel- 
npmg countries do not risk e@b,ility for 1J.S. popdz- 
tion assistance if they perform abortions in cmes 
where "the life of the mother would be er~dangered if 
the letus were carried to term" or "follolvmg rape or 
incest." The possession of equipment for vacuum as- 
piration or dilation and curettage [D&C) or of drugs 
for menses induction in such c a e s  would not ds- 
qua& an organization for U.S.A.I.D. support. 

. . .  - -- 

EQLTXPlVhENT TO 
W T  s m c  AID 
MCOWmE ABORTION 

Accorchg to w e n t  U.S. policy 
foreign ncn-govemmenfd organiza- 
tions can "provide medicai assistance 
in response to septic or incomplete abortions" and 
stiU remain ebble for U.S. assistance. U.S.AI.D. 
considers such conditions "serious health problems" 
wd permits its srantees to acquire or provide medi- 
cal t m g  and equipment for the treatment of sep 
tic and incomplete abortion. Organizations may 
prok-ide such treatmerit or assist clients in getting 
treatment (e.g. by acccrnpanying a wornan to a hos- 
pital) and may provide post-treatment contraceptive 
counseling and services. It is possible that some of 
these activities r a y  be euble for support mder 
U.S.A.I.D.'s health assismce programs, &though 
this possibilim has noE been tested. 

POST-MORTION 
COmSmG kill 
SERVICES 

Non-goilerrimenwl organizations rrw use 
U.S.A.I.D. fmds to provide contraceptive c o w e h g  
and services to clients who have had spontaeous 
or induced abortions, incluchg fiegal ahrtions. 
Organizations may communicate abortion 
service providers in . .- 

order io facilitate 
post-abortion contra- 
ceptive services. 



GOVErnmEhT 
OBGAWT30NS 

Governments are exempt from the 
abortion restrictions of the Mexico City 
Policy. If they support abonion "as a 
method of family pimmg~''  they are simply 
required to keep U.S. population assistance in a 
sepzrate bank accouni. so that U.S. auditors can be 
certain that no US. govement funds are used for 
prohibited abortion actikities. 

This govenuneni exemption also appiies to 
government-operated universities and hospim, 
including, for example, medical schools and teaching 
hospitals which provide abortion senices as part of 
comgrehensive health care or which engage in 
ahdon-related research. 

The exemption also appiies to gcvernmen'l- 
sponsored population or family planning comck. 
such a the Zimbabwe National Family Planrung 
Council or the Natianal Councii for Population and 
Development in Kenya. These organizations are free 
to study a d  dissemjnate pubtic i r o m i o n  about 
dirtion as long as they do not lrse U.S. government 
funds to advocate the liberalization of abortion 
restlictions. 

rn-ZkrnR 
INFOwnON 

For official cldcations of U.S. goverment 
restrictions on abortion activities: organkaLions 
should w i t e  directly to: 

Dr. Duff Gillespie, Director 
Office of Popuiation S&TPOP 
.Qency for International Development 
!5?3shmgton, I3.C. 20523 

For copies of the official U.S.AI.D. documents 
quoted in this s m i  or for assistmce in under- 
standing current U.S.A.I.D. poIicies please %-rite to: 

Dr. Sharon L. Camp, Serjor Vice Ppsident 
Populatior, Crisis Committee 
1120 19th Street? N.W., Suite 550 
MTashmgton. D.C. 20036 

Other U.S. organizations ~vfrich cart provide 
i ~ o m t i o r ,  or assistance, many of which have field 
offices outside the United States, hclude: 

1 7% Aan Guttrracher Institute (AGQ 
W Associar;ion for Volmtary Surgical 

Contraception (AVSC) 
H International Projects Assista~ce Serjices 

(P,4S) 

I Internatiortal llrornen's 'n'ealth Coalition 
E m C )  
I The P a M d e r  Fmd 
I P h e d  Parenthood Federation of .;2merical 

Fmdy f l ~ ~ g  international Assism.ce 
( PPFhFPLA) 
i Tile Popdation Coilncil 

M Program for the Introduction and Adapntion 
of Contraceptive Tec,hoiogy (PWCTJ 


