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YEMEN 
Programs in Education and Training 

Yemen's most important 
resource will always be its 
people. Recognition of this 
fact is an essential part of 
the USAID program in Ye
men, which seeks to expand 
training opportunities and im
prove the skills of Yemen's 
growing population. 

The pages that follow high
light some of the important 
examples of how the United 
States and Yemen cooperate 
in education and training proj
ects. The first section briefly 
reviews the early USAID pro-

grams that trained hundreds of 
Yemenis at a time when edu
cational opportunities were 
extremely limited in Yemen. 

Further sections discuss in 
detail several current projects 
that illustrate how Yemen and 
the United States are working 
together to develop institu
tions and improve the skills 
essential for Yemen's future 
development. 

USAID supports a range 
of educational activities, in
cluding programs to improve 

pnmary school curricula, 
strengthen private sector 
skills, and establish a modem 
Faculty of Agriculture at 
Sana'a University. At any giv
en time, about 250 young 
Yemenis are studying in the 
United States under various 
long-term, USAID-funded 
scholarship programs. As the 
conclusion notes, these insti
tutions and individuals will 
contribute to Yemen's devel
opment in this decade and on 
into the next century . 

Projects frequently include training on computers supplied by USA/D. This computer facility is at the Faculty of Agriculture at 
Sana' a University. 



USAID IN YEMEN: 
AN OVERVIEW 

American aid has consis
tently emphasized education 
and training in its programs. 
In Yemen, these efforts began 
in November 1959 when the 
United States opened its first 
economic assistance office in 
Taiz; its concern with educa
tion and training continues to 
the present day. 

Over the years, hundreds of 
Yemenis have received schol
arships to study in the United 
States. Others have benefited 
from courses, seminars, and 
workshops given by experts 
either in Yemen or abroad. 
USAID has worked with Ye
men to strengthen the coun
try's major education and 
research institutions, par
ticularly its agricultural 
institutions. 

There are numerous exam
ples that show how this 
emphasis on training and 
education has worked to pro
vide Yemen with the skilled 
force of professionals needed 
to develop and manage its own 
priorities. One of the earliest 
USAID projects - construc
tion of the Kennedy Memorial 
Water System in Taiz - in
cluded training 250 Yemenis 
in all phases of water manage
ment, from basic chemistry 
and sanitation to public 
administration. 

Another early training pro
gram provided scholarships 
for about 100 young Yemenis 
to attend the American U ni
versity in Beirut during the 
1960s. These students were 

encouraged to develop their 
expertise in areas critical to 
Yemen's development, such 
as agriculture, engineering, 
business administration, and 
education. At a time when few 
educational opportunities ex
isted in Yemen, these grad
uates returned to provide a 
much-needed pool of profes
sionals knowledgeable in 
areas of high priority to a 
developing economy. 

In 1967, the USAID pro
gram was temporarily sus
pended following a break in 
diplomatic relations between 
the two countries. Resuming 
ties with Yemen in the early 

1970s, USAID renewed its ef
forts to work with Yemen to 
improve the country's tech
nical and managerial skills. 

The first of three successive 
Development Training pro
grams to provide advanced de
gree training for Yemenis was 
initiated in 1973, followed 
by a second in 1978. Between 
1973 and 1987, these USAID
funded programs provided 
scholarships for more than 
220 students to study in the 
United States, of whom 130 
received degrees at the Bach
elor's level, 80 at the Mas
ter's level, and 17 at the Ph.D. 
level. Another 112 young 

Training has always featured prominently in USAlD projects, including here at the 
Secondary Agricultural Institute in Ibb. 



Yemenis received scholar
ships to study at universities in 
other Arab countries. 

Another completed project, 
the Basic Education Devel
opment project, focused ex
clusively on primary school 
education. Beginning in 1979, 
$17 million was used to help 
develop training facilities for 
primary school teachers and 
provide support for the De
partment of Primary Educa
tion, a division of the Faculty 
of Education at Sana'a Uni
versity. Under this project, 
more than one hundred Yeme
nis received Master's degrees 
in fields related to primary 
school education. 

People who have returned 
to Yemen from USAID
funded scholarship and train
ing programs are now well
represented at all levels of 
government, business, and 
education. The agricultural 

sector in particular has be
nefited from such programs. 
US-educated Yemenis now 
constitute a core of highly 
skilled workers throughout 
Yemen know ledgeable in 
agricultural techniques. Like
wise, education and training 
programs that date back to the 
1960s and 1970s have im
proved skills in a variety of 
other sectors, including edu
cation, health, and rural water 
supply management. 

USAIDTODAY 

Current USAID programs 
support all levels of education 
and training, from primary 
school education to univer
sity study, both in Yemen 
and abroad. Such projects as 
the Education Development 

Primary Education is the foundation on which all educational systems are built. 

Support project, the Develop
ment Training III project, and 
funding for the Faculty of 
Agriculture clearly demon
strate USAID' s concern for 
proper education. Other proj
ects in Yemen educate people 
by using a wide variety of 
training programs to improve 
technical and managerial 
skills. 

Primary School Education 

Effective primary school 
education is the foundation on 
which any educational system 
must be built. Yemen's net
work of primary schools has 
grown rapidly over the last 
three decades, from only a few 
hundred schools in the early 
1960s to more than 6,000 to
day. In 1965, fewer than one 
in ten school-aged children in 
Yemen attended primary 



to staff the country's private 
and public sector agricultural 
institutions. This specialized 
focus addresses the fact that , 
despite a rapid growth in in
dustry, agriculture remains 
Yemen's largest single source 
of employment and income. 

Yemen's most important resource will always be its people. 

Beginning in 1979, USAID 
assistance concentrated on the 
new Secondary Agricultural 
Institute at Ibb. Ten years 
later, the school is firmly 
established in Yemen as acen
ter for excellence in agricul
tural training. About 60 stu
dents graduate each year from 
the institute; the facilities are 
among the best in the country . 
Recently, additional support 
has been provided for the 
secondary Agricultural Insti
tute at Surdud and the Veteri
nary School in Sana'a. 

school. Today, at least two out 
of every three children do. 
Even with USAID' s efforts to 
train primary school teachers 
in Yemen, most primary 
school teachers continue to be 
recruited from abroad. 

The Basic Education De
velopment project, funded 
in 1979 to develop training 
facilities for primary school 
teachers in Yemen, was fol
lowed by an $11.3 million Ed
ucation Development Support 
project currently underway. 
This project emphasizes more 
effective primary school edu
cation by improving curricula 
in math, science, and reading. 

Through this project, 
USAID provides two Arabic
speaking educational profes
sionals to work with the 
Ministry of Education to eval
uate the current curriculum, 
produce new instructional ma
terials, and improve teaching 
methods. Teachers, headmas
ters, and faculty at the Teacher 
Training Institutes will be 

trained to use the new curricu
lum. The goal of this program 
is to develop a more effective 
primary school system in 
Yemen. 

Secondary School 
Education 

In programs focused on 
secondary school education, 
USAID helps support a net
work of agricultural institutes 
which train the people needed 

One goal accomplished 
early in the $17.7 million Ibb 
project was to develop an all
Yemeni faculty to staff the in
stitute. At the beginning of the 
project, some classes were 
taught by Arabic-speaking in-

Field experience is an important part of the Ibb School education, including work at the 
school's instructional dairy facility. 



This lab is at Sana' a University's Faculty of Agriculture, which is receiving substantial 
USAID assistance. 

structors from outside of 
Yemen. Now, the institute is 
entirely managed by Yeme
nis, ten of whom received 
graduate degrees in the United 
States. Another thirty Yeme
nis were given scholarships 
for study in Egypt. These 
graduates form the heart of the 
professional staff that now 
teaches at the agricultural edu
cation institutes in Ibb, 
Sana'a, and Surdud. 

Another accomplishment of 
the Ibb project was developing 
a practical curriculum where 
students worked on an actual 
farm to gain the needed tech
nical experience. The instruc
tional farm at Ibb is well
equipped and fully functional, 
giving students the kind of 
hands-on experience essential 
in agricultural education. 

The American university 
linked with this project, work
ing with its Yemeni counter
part, not only developed a new 
curriculum, but also produced 
seventeen new textbooks. The 

Agricultural Institute at Ibb is 
now regarded as a model insti
tution in Yemen's educational 
system. Although the project 
concluded in September 1990, 
the Ibb facility will serve for 
many years to come as a tan
gible example of how US
Yemeni cooperation helped 
promote education in Yemen. 

University Education 

American land-grant uni
versities are well-known for 
their effective research and 
training in agriculture. Estab
lished in the nineteenth cen
tury, when the United States 
was itself a developing coun
try, they have become a wide
ly followed model of how uni
versities can help modernize 
agricultural methods. 

Yemen formally recog
nized its need for effective, 
uni versity -level agricultural 
programs in September 1984 

when it established the Facul
ty of Agriculture at Sana'a 
University. In March 1985, 
USAID and Yemen initiated a 
$30 million program linking 
the new Faculty of Agriculture 
with an American land-grant 
university. 

Over the last five years, 
USAID has helped to develop 
a Faculty . of Agriculture 
at Sana'a University that can 
respond to Yemen's growing 
agricultural needs. The cur
rent objectives of this ef
fort include training an all
Yemeni faculty, developing 
world-class university facil
ities, and establishing a curri
culum to train Yemen's next 
generation of skilled agricul
tural professionals. 

Building a university from 
the ground up is a challenge. 
Following an American mod
el, one of the first steps consi
dered important to a student's 
agricultural education was 
practical application, includ
ing technical experience on an 
actual working farm. USAID 
funded the design and con
struction of an impressive in
structional farm adjacent to 
the university which gives stu
dents hands-on experience in 
agricultural production and re
search. A curriculum is cur
rently being developed to rein
force the practical training, 
with computers and a refer
ence library provided. 

A university is only as good 
as its faculty. To insure that 
there is a cadre of qualified 
professors at the Faculty of 
Agriculture, USAID is pro
viding Ph.D. scholarships to 
allow 24 Yemenis to study in 



the United States. Two faculty 
members have already re
turned and are teaching at the 
Faculty of Agriculture. While 
others are completing their 
studies, USAID is funding 
several professors from other 
Arab countries to teach classes 
to undergraduates. 

Finally, USAID is financ
ing the design and construc
tion supervision of the new 
Faculty of Agriculture cam
pus. When completed in 
1991, the new building com
plex will be an inlpressive 
addition to Sana'a University, 
providing the Faculty of Agri
culture with facilities to train 
120 new agricultural profes
sionals each year. 

Scholarship Programs 

Since 1973 , USAID schol
arship programs have allowed 
hundreds of Yemenis to study 
at American uni versities . 
These scholarships cover a 
full range of professions of 
high priority to a developing 
nation, including business, 
engineering, and computer 
science. Several academic 
deans and many professors at 
Sana'a University received 
their higher education in the 
United States. Other gradu
ates contribute to Yemen's 
development by providing 
services in business, govern
ment, and other professions. 

The ongoing $75 million 
Development Training III 
project addresses a variety of 
educational and training con
cerns. Since 1984, the project 

has already provided more 
than 200 scholarships for 
long-term study in the United 
States, including 35 at the 
Ph.D. level, 43 at the Master's 
level : and 133 at the Bache
lor's level. 

Although the Development 
Training III project increas
ingly concentrates on ad
vanced degree training and 
short-term technical training, 
funds are still made available 
in a competitive program that 
offers Bachelor's degree 
scholarships to qualified 
Yemeni students in areas of 
study not yet available at 
Sana'a University. Approxi
mately 25 such scholarships 
are offered each year through 
the Ministry of Education. At 
least five of these annual un
dergraduate scholarships are 
reserved for Yemeni women . 

Many Yemeni students have received USAID scholarships to study in the United States. These students are participating in an orienta
tion program at Georgetown University in Washington, D .C . 

- ----- - ----- - -



English Language 
Training 

In the past, inadequate 
English language skills have 
been a stumbling block for 
Yemenis seeking advanced 
degrees in the United States. 
Responding to this need, 
USAID developed and fi
nanced the morning program 
at the Yemen American Lan
guage Institute (Y ALI) to in
sure that students studying un
der US AID-funded scholar
ships are competent in English 
before going abroad. 

More than 300 students 
funded by USAID have grad
uated from the Y ALI morn
ing program since 1985. Most 
of these students went on 
to study at a university in 
the United States. About 
sixty students at a time are 
enrolled in the Y ALI pro
gram, sometimes for as long 
as fourteen months. Y ALI 
provides not only intensive 
English language training, but 
also provides these students 
with information on American 
culture and university life. 

Other Training Activities 

Other USAID projects, 
while not directly linked to the 
education sector, include im
portant training elements. 

*In health, programs are 
underway to train midwives 
and other health workers, and 
to improve the management of 
Yemen's health system. 

Learning to use a computer is a part of the course work at the Yemen American Lan
guage Institute (Y ALI), a facility that prepares Yemeni students for study in the United 
States. 

*In agriculture, a major 
program has been initiated 
to improve the effectiveness 
of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries (MAP). This 
project includes extensive 
training for 60 Yemeni stu
dents in the United States; 
further training is provided in 
Yemen to cover horticulture 
and other areas of agriculture. 
Among its many contribu
tions, USAID has helped to 
establish the training and 
research stations at al-Irra, 
outside of Sana'a, and at al
l arouba, in the Tihama. At 
these facilities, farmers and 
extension personnel are 
trained in the latest horticultu
ral techniques. 

* Another USAID contribu
tion helped establish the 
Development Learning Re
source Center (DLRC) at the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 

Fisheries. A model facility, it 
is possibly the largest reposi
tory of documents on Yemeni 
agriculture in the world and is 
frequently used by Yemeni re
searchers and students. 

* Finally , developing neces
sary skills is a primary 
concern in USAID programs 
helping to promote private 
business opportunities in 
Yemen. One such training 
program involves the Interna
tional Executive Service 
Corps (lESC). This organiza
tion, linking Yemeni busi
nessmen with retired Amer
ican business executives, aims 
to guide Yemen's private sec
tor toward greater efficiency. 
Other training activities are 
planned involving Chambers 
of Commerce and American 
institutions such as Entrepre
neurs International. 



FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

USAID support for training 
and education in Yemen will 
continue throughout the 
1990s. The Education Devel
opment Support Project will 
assist Yemeni educators in 
developing and implementing 
a more effective primary 
school curriculum. At the uni
versity level, the Faculty of 
Agriculture project will train 
the country's next generation 
of highly qualified agricultural 
professionals. 

Over the next decade, four 
goals of training and educa
tion will be emphasized: (1) 
involving more women; (2) 
expanding the participation of 
private enterprises; (3) attract
ing the most qualified Yemeni 
students; and (4) insuring that 
training and education pro
grams address those areas of 
highest priority to Yemen's 
further development. 

Academic scholarships will 
continue to be given under 
the Development Training III 
project and through other pro
grams that focus specifically 
on areas critical to Yemen's 
development. In recent years, 
Sana'a University has ex
panded dramatically and now 
offers more programs to more 
students than ever before. As a 
result, USAID scholarship 
programs will emphasize 
graduate studies and concen
trate on making opportunities 
available for those students 
who wish to pursue studies in 
academic fields not yet avail
able at Sana'a University. 

Finally, USAID will spon
sor a series of innovative, 
short-term training programs 
for professionals, to be held 
both in Yemen and abroad. 
These programs will help 
upgrade the skills of pro
fessionals who, although 
competent in their fields, 
benefit enormously by keep
ing abreast of the latest tech
nical developments in their 
chosen disciplines. 

An array of short-term pro
grams are envisioned under 
the Development Training III 
project. Some of these short 
courses and workshops will be 
designed especially for people 
working in the private sector 
and for women. Some involve 
training abroad; others bring 
American experts to Yemen to 
work with their colleagues 
here . Specific projects in agri
culture, health, and promoting 
private business opportunities 
also include significant train
ing elements. 

Regardless of the diversity 
of the education and training 
programs initiated by USAID, 
their aim is ultimately the 
same - to give the people of 
Yemen the expertise neces
sary to guide Yemen's further 
development and insure its 
prosperity into the twenty-first 
century. USAID is proud to be 
associated with this important 
goal. 

USAID and Peace Corps sometimes 
work together in various training activ
ities. This Peace Corps volunteer is in
volved in a training program at a 
healthfacility in the Tihama. established 
with USAID assistance. 
























