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This is one of a series of country profiles produced by the Center for International HealthInformation (CIHI), a USAID resource managed by the International Science and TechnologyInstitute (ISTI). The US. Beau of the Census (BUCEN) made available its extensivedemographic data files. Each profile includes summary descriptions, tables and graphs aboutthe demographic and health conditions in each country. The series of profiles is intended toprovide current and trend data in a concise format for project design teams, evaluation teams,technical consultants, and other interested individuals and organizations. As summarydocuments, they do not provida comprehensive descriptions of either the demographic profile
or health sector of the countries. 

As part of the profile series, CIHI has produced 15 country profiles describing the most currentsituation in the C.I.S., Georgia, and Baltic republics. The incipient nature of the newlyindependent republics necessitates the reporting of information from the era of the formerU.S.S.R. While dated in some instances, policy changes in the U.S.S.R. made in the latter partof the 1980's, including the introduction of new forms of health insurance and anangements toencourage private health providers, may well provide the foundation for the shape of the health 
sector in the coming decade. 

The first edition of these 15 profiles was compiled rapidly with readily available data.Occasionally where the background documentation of the source material was sketchy and timeprevented further verification, the data was included anyway in hopes that the mere inclusionof the data vuld stimulate further clarification by the various users of the profiles. On behalfof USAID, CII is planning to update the profiles as rapidly as new data becomes availableand in response to commentary on the data in the culrent profiles. Accordingly, the authorsof the profiles request that any more recent or more accurate data be forwarded to CIHIthe address below or to CIHII at 
care of the USAID, Bureau of Research & Development, Officeof Health, SA-18, Room 1200, Washington, D.C. 20523-1817. 

Requests for additional information regarding CIHI's health and population profiles for selectedcountries and other reports prepared by Cl-Ii should be transmitted directly to CIMI orthrough USAID as described abov. 

diO CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL HEALTH INFORMATION/ISTI
USAID Health Information System

1601 Ncifth Ken! Str',et, Suite 1001 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Phone: (703) 524-5225 
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Urbanization in Georgia 
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Georgia is bordered by Armenia, Russia, Turkey and 

the Black Sea. 
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Percent of former USSR1: 0.9% 

In 1989, there were 4,776,000 males and 5,424,000) Population by nationalities
 
females for a ratio of 881 males to elvry 1,t000eriasmkeu 0 ecnto h
fem ales . 70~2 to7
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republic's population; while eight percent areArmenian, six percent are Russian and almost six 
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Current and Projected Population by p

Age and Gender in Georgia: 1990-2010
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AutonomousRepublicUnd eThe lew' of urbanization in Georgia111111 IIIIE03Thas ~nnincreased by U t uan anmore than 10 percent oer the past 30 years.3 Ntionaliti_ ,01sBy O95etian 164,000
1989,56 percent of Georgia lived inurban areas, with Buryts 96,000 
3,036,000 living in urban and 2,407,000 in rural.2 
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Georgia has a broad industrial and agricultural baseand high levels of education.anduhi o f Total population 55 million 1990 

Production 
Crude birth rates 17.0 per 1,000 1990 

population
Oil. G md ,CrudeOnlInfant 	 death ratet 8.4 per 1,000 1990mortality population 

Oi_ Gsfant mortality 24.3 per 1,000 1987Oar" Coal rate live baths
 
1970 >0.0 >0.05 n/a Maternal mortality 54.9 per 1,000 live
1975 03 >0.05 	 1990n/a 	 rati births10.birtha1980 o1/1980 3.2 0.3 n/a
1985 0.6 0-1 n/a1986 .. 
 >0.05 n/a
1987 	 The health system in Georgia, as is charactcistic of0.2 	 >0.05 n/a all the former republics of the USSR, suffered1988 01 / 	 sfee er1989 0.20.2 >0.05 n/a 	 varsof neglect, substandard technology and poorly

9 0r , gs n / itrained staff. A la& of basic medical services 
Crude oil production, ncludin gas condensate, inmillion metric tons including prenatal care, diagnostic capabilities and 
Natural gas production, in billion cubic meters childbirth assistance are some of the deficiencies 

contributing to the poor heath of the population. 

=.M>-	 Life expectancy 
Lik expectancy at birth in 1989 was 681 years for 

Approximately 2.2 million people wre employed in 	
males and 75.7 years for females, compared to 715and 78A years for males and females, respectively,Georgia in 1989. This total is distributed as follovs: in the United States in 1987.9 

E mpyes by Dhad 
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Mortalit rates 

Ingeneral,since the early 1970N ae-standarized

mortality rates in all of the former Soviet republics
ham generally followed the trends typical for the
former I ISSR. Mortality rates generally vrsened 
for more than a decade before steady improvement 
began in 1985-86. By the late 1980s, Georgia had a 
mortality rate lowsr than the all-Union leve 10° 

Causes of death 

InGeoa in 198,ato tlof 1,46males per
100,000 population died of various causes of death.
During the same time, 773.4 females per 100,000
population died. Cardiovascular disease was the most 
common cause, followed by cancer, accidents and 
respiratory disease.8 

Figure 4: 
Mortality Rates by Cause 

of Death in Georgia 
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Years of potential lfe lost by cause of death (YPLL) 

Each year in Georgia, males lose a total of 20,460 
years of potential life per 100,000 population due to 
various causes of death. Circulatory conditions cause 
the greatest loss, causing 7,669 YPLL. Respiratory 
conditions total 2,453 YPLI, injuries 3,274 YPLL,
neoplasms 2,574 YPLL, and residual (other) causes 
account for 4,490 YPLL.11 

FgeFigure 5:
Years of Potential Life Lost by 
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Females in Georgia annually lose a total of 15,305 
years of potential life per 100,000 population due to 
various causes of death. Circulatory conditions are
the most common, causing 6,507 YPLL, residual 
conditions account for 3,045 YPLL, respiratory
conditions total 2,27 YPLL, neoplasms 2,528 
YPLL and injuries 1,098 YPLL1 

6: 
Years of Potential Life Lost by 

Cause of Death in Georgl n Females 
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Fertility rate 

The total fertility rate (TFR), or the number of 
children a woman will have during her lifetime, has 
fallen from 2.6 children in 1970 to 2.3 children in 
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S1985. To account for under-registration of births, 
the U.S. Bur.u of the Census (BUCEN) adjusted 
the TFR for 1990 to be 2.2 children per wraan. Theprojected T.R for 2010 is 2.0 children per woman. 

Figure 7:1Total Fertility Rate in Georgia 
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Maternal mortality 

The maternal mortalitdratio for 1989 was 54.9 deaths 
F1gurper 100,000 Iivc ith. 

Infant mortality 

Infant mortality in Georgia has declined from 25.3 

2,000 live births ini987.7 

Infant Mortality Rate in Gsorgia 
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1986, of the 25.5 infant deaths (per 1,000 live 
births), 4.3 wvere due to infectious, parasitic and 

disease, 101 to respiratory, 2.0 to 
congenital anomalies, 7.1 to perinatal conditions 
and 1.2 were caused by accidents, including 

0 

9:
Mortality Rates (196) by Cause 

In Rusaia. Armenia and Georgia 

Infantmortalityper 1.000 

. 43... due to i o.cd 
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(8 by Caus 

official Soviet statistics for infant mortality 
rates understate the arui levls by apprwdimately 
50 peicent, according to BUCEN estimates. The
definition of infant mortality in the former USSR 

snificantly from the standard international 
definition from WHO. BUCEN adjusted infantmortality for 1990 to 33.4 deaths per 1,000 live 
births, and a projected decrease by 2010 to 15.3deaths per 1,000 lie births.i 2 

motait for0 190t 3. eth e ,00lvcoverage 

By 1989, vaccination coerage of infants up to 12 
months in Georgia had reached the following 
reported levels: 79.9 percent v~cre vaccinated 
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against polio, 67.7 against diphtheria and 61.9 percent 

measles in children by 24 months of age was 74.1
13percent.

Figure 10:
 
1989 Vaccination Coverage
 

in Georgian Infants
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Vaccines and drugs, previously obtained from 
Moscow or Comecon countries, are no longer 
available bccause of a lack of hard currency. 
Vaccination coverage for children has seen high.levels 
in the past, but it may become wry diflicult to 
maintain high lewis of coverage. 
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Data Notes 

Indicator Definitions 


DE(O GRAPHC INDICAI'RS 

TOTAL POPULATION:- Mid-year estimate of~ th 
total number of individuals in a country. 

YEARS OF POTENTIAL LIFE LOST.: The we~ighted 
difference betwveen the number of years of life 
expectancy in absence of all preventable mortality
and the number of years lost due to preventable 
mortality. Since deaths of children result in a greater
loss of life span than deaths of adults, the differences 
in loss of potential Ife are taken into account by
using a type of mmaure which heavily wveights the 
importance of chiid death. 

LIFE EXPECTANJCY AT BIRTH: An estimate of the 
average number of years a newborn can expect to 
live. Life expectancy is computed from age-specific
death rates for a given year. It should be noted that 
low life expectancies in developing countries are, in 
large par., due to high infant mortality. 

MORTALITY RATE: Basic cause-specific death rates 
are usually expressed in deaths per 100,000 because 
for most causes of deaths the rates of occurrence are 
so low. 

CHILDREN UNDER 1: Mid-year estimate of the 
total number of children under age one. 

INFANT MORTALITY RATE (IMR): The estimated 
number of deaths in infants (children under age one)
in a given year per 1,000 live births in that same yea.
An IMR may be calculated by direct methods 
(counting births and deaths) or by indirect methods 
(applying wvell-established demographic models). 

MATERNAL MORTALITY RATIO: The estimated 
number of maternal deaths per 100,000 live births 
where a maternal death is one which occurs whrn a 
woman is pregniant or within 42 days of terinination 
of pregnancy from any cause related to or aggravated
by the pregnancy or its management. Although
sometimes referrezl to as a rate, this measure is a 
ratio because the unit of the numerator (maternal
deaths) is different than that of the denominator (live
births). Extremely difficult to measure, maternal 
mortality can be derived from vital registration 
systems (usually underestimated), community studies 
and surveys (requires very large sample sizes) or 
hospital registration (usually overestimated). 

TOTAL FERTILITY RATE An estimate of the 
average number of children a woman wuld bear 
during her lifetime given current age-specific 
fertility rates. 

VACCDL4TON COVERAGE RA7ES 
VACCINATION COVERAGE IN CHILDREN: An 

estimate of the proportion of living children 
between the ages of 12 and 23 months who have 
been vaccinated before their first birthday -- three 
times in the cases of polio and DPT and once for 
both measles and BCG. Vaccination coverage rates 
are calculated using administrate estimates based 
on reports of the number of vaccines administered 
divided by an estimate of the pool of children 
eligible for vaccination. 
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