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INTRODUCTION
 

This Occasional Operational Paper is another in a series that the PRITECH Project, funded by
the U.S. Agency for International Development, will be publishing periodically. The papers will
focus on programmatic experiences in the field and on lessons we have learned. The PRITECH 
Project has full-time field staff operating in country and regional offices in Africa, Asia andLatin America. Our field staff, in collaboration with their national colleagues, have operational
experiences and ideas to share with their colleagues through these papers. Although the
experiences derive from a particular country situation, we hope that lessons learned can be useful 
to CDD program managers elsewhere. 

We believe that, by sharing our experiences working with national CDD programs throughout
the world since 1983, we may give you new ideas for your programs. We encourage you to let 
us know about your experiences. We hope that you find this series interesting and useful -- and
that you enjoy a sense of sharing in the many struggles and successes of CDD programs 
throughout the world. 



THE NEED FOR INFORMATION 

A provincial health officer in Niger wonders how he can betier manage thefrequent cases of diarrheathat appearat his clinic. 
A professor at a nursing school in the Sahel wishes she had more reading 
materialson diarrheafor her students. 

Where can they gofor help? 

Up-to-date information is an invaluable public health tool. In order to make informed decisionsabout health care, policymakers and health professionals need access to the latest knowledge.In Africa, information is a particularly limited commodity. Information about new healthtechnologies and their practical application is generally not available, and is limited even at thetop levels of ministries of health. Information is not always well utilized, and rarely filters downto the more peripheral levels of the system where interaction with patients actually takes place. 
Recognizing this problem, in 1985, PRITECH contracted the African Organization for Researchon Food and Nutrition (Office de Recherches sur l'Alimentation et la Nutrition Africaines -ORANA) in Dakar, Senegal, to create a regional information center focusing on the control ofdiarrheal diseases (CDD) in order to respond to the needs of Francophone African countries.Because of PRITECH's involvement in the national health systems of several Sahelian countries,PRITECH could assess information needs at different levels and identify ways of reaching healthpolicymakers and practitioners with CDD materials. 

The original collaboration between PRITECH and ORANA focused exclusively on diarrhealdisease. In 1989, this mandate was expanded to include diarrhea-related nutrition issues suchas breastfeeding, weaning practices, feeding of the sick child, and growth monitoring. Supportfrom Ilen Keller International and UNICEF allowed an expansion into the area of vitamin Ain 1989. This support was taken up and continued by A.I D.'s VITAL Project in 1991. 

The ORANA Information Center on Child Survival maintains strong links to thePRITECH/Sahel Regional Office in Dakar and to the PRITECH Information Center inWashington, D.C. The Sahel Regional Office provides technical guidance to the ORANAInformation Center and publishes documents in collaboration with ORANA. The PRITECHInformation Center maintains an exchange relationship with its sister institution at ORANA,contributing substantially to ORANA's collection of technical articles on child survival topics. 



INFORMATION CENTER SERVICES
 

Since 1985, in close collaboration with the PRITECH/Sahel Regional Office, ORANA has 
provided the following services: 

Translated and distributed key technical articles and reports to its mailing list of 
policymakers, researchers, and health professionals. This list now numbers 850. 

Prouced several publications focusing on CDD programs and research in Africa, 
including a statistical manual, a book on African health education materials, and 
an annotated bibliography of African theses in the area of CDD and related 
topics. 

Produced 22 issues of the African Supplement to Dialogue on Diarrhoeaand 
distributed them to 15,00 African readers. 

Developed a collection of 3,749 documents that arc available for reference in the 
Information Center or for photocopying and sending elsewhere. 

Supplied "mini-libraries" on CDD and vitamin A to the libraries of 90 regional 
health training institutions (nursing and medical schools). 

The ORANA Information Center is unique for its collection of state-of-the-art information on 
child survival issues and as a source of information about CDD and related activities in the 
Francophone African region. 

On a day-to-day basis, the Information Center offers the following services: 

Access to the Collection. Two documentalists and a support staff work to gather, catalog, 
and disseminate documents from a variety of sources: international organizations (UNICEF, 
WHO, FAO, AHRTAG), other information centers (PRITECH, APHA Clearinghouse on Infant 
Feeding and Maternal Nutrition, Institute of Nutrition for Central America and Panama), and 
national ministries of health and health schools in the target countries. Most of the collection 
is obtained free of charge, often in exchange for receipt of Information Center products. 

The ORANA Information Center o.Child Survival has collected 2,293 documents on diarrheal 
disease, 824 on nutrition, and 632 on vitamin A, for a total of 3,749 documents. Anyone who 
is interested may come to ORANA and use these documents directly. However, the Information 
Center has focused on disseminating its information in a much broader, more active manner. 
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Distributing Acquisitions Lists. Every three months, the Information Center produces an
 
acquisitions list for each of the three subject categories (diarrhea, nutrition, and vitamin A) and
 
sends it to the entire mailing list. Readers are informed about the most recent acquisitions of
 
the Information Center and are encouraged to request the documents which interest them.
 
ORANA has produced 27 acquisitions lists on CDD, six on nutrition, and six on vitamin A.
 

Over the years, the Information Center has established a list of 850 readers. This list targets
 
decision makers in central and regional ministries of health and international organizations;
 
teachers, students, and libraries in schools of health; researchers; and journalists in the
 
Francophone African region who are concerned with issues of child survival. Information
 
reaches these readers through the various products developed by the Information Center.
 

Distributing the Technical Literature Update on Diarrhea. The Center distributes
 
PRITECH's Technical Literature Update on Diarrhea(TLU) which reviews technical articles
 
on CDD-related topics, containing summaries of the articles, as well as commentary by an
 
expert in the field. The Center has helped to translate some of the back issues of the TU and
 
now focuses on distribution of the French version to its mailing list. As with the acquisitions
 
lists, readers are encouraged to request copies of the articles which interest them.
 

Producing bibliographic lists. In 1986, the Information Center compiled and distributed a
 
bibliography including documents written by Africans or about Africa in the CDD area. This
 
bibliography, the first of its kind,
 
contained 224 references, some of which
 
are available through the Center itself,
 
and some of which must be obtained
 
elsewhere. A 1989 supplement contained
 
327 reference.s. A similar listing on
 
vitamin A was produced in 1991.
 

Responding to information requests. 
Readers respond to the acquisitions lists, 
the TU, and the bibliographies by 
requesting documents from the 
Information Center. Depending on 
availability, the Center either sends i 
readers copies of the documents, or 
indicates to the reader how the documents 
may be obtained elsewhere. From 1985 
to 1991, 1,719 documents on diarrheal 
disease, 150 on nutrition, and 80 on DocumentalistA'ssatou Wade at the card catalogue

copied and sent tovitamin A were 
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readers. The Information Center also responds to general information requests from the public.
Many of these requests come from health students in regional schools and universities. 

Translating and distributing key technical articles. The Center also distributes full-text 
technical documents which are deemed to be of special importance to those working in the CDD 
area. Many of these are English documents which have been translated into French, and would 
therefore not normally be accessible to a Francophone audience. To date, about 20 such
documents have been distributed in this fashion. Topics have included the relation between 
diarrhea and nutrition, improved weaning practices, progress in CDD, and case management of 
dysentery. 

The Center staff have also published compilations of technical documents originally published
in French. Readers have received five such compilations, two on vitamin A and three on CDD. 

Logo usedfor CDD-relawd documents 

Sending out "mini-libraries" on health topics to health training institutions. The 
ORANA Information Center has made a special effort to reach out to regional medical and
nursing schoo! libraries. Periodically, the Center identifies a particularly useful document, such 
as an up-to-date training manual on diarrhea from the World Health Organization, and requests 
a sufficient number of copies from the publisher to send each school (numbering about 90) a set.
Between 1985 and 1991, three such groups of documents were sent to these schools, for a total 
of 42 documents each. Distribution of the "mini-libraries" enables professors and students in 
a variety of health-related fields to have access to the newest information about diarrheal disease, 
nutrition, and vitamin A. 
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Production of the African Supplement to Dialogueon Diarrhoea. Since 1981, ORANAhas translated and distributed the French version of Dialogueon Diarrhoea(DD) in cooperation
with AHRTAG, a London-based primary health care organization. Beginning with Number 21of DD, the Information Center has produced an African Supplement which accompanies eachissue. This supplement, produced in collaboration with the PRITECH/Sahel Regional Office and
the World Health Organization, presents information which is particularly useful to FrancophoneAfrican readers, including announcements of conference and new publications, summaries ofstudies or programs that have been implemented in the region, and examples of CDD strategies
that have been implemented by national programs. To date, 22 such African supplements have
been distributed to a readership numbering 15,000. 

The ORANA Information Center has also produced three compilations of DD which compriseselections of the best articles from issues 1-16, issues 17-27, and issues 28-39. These
compilations help the Center to respond to the large numbers of new readers who request back 
issues. 

Publications. Since 1985, ORANA has produced a number of key publications in the diarrheal
disease field in collaboration wich the PRITECH/Sahel Regional Office. (A more completedescription of these documents can be found in Appendix A.) These publications are particularly
noteworthy because they focus on studies, statistics, or health education materials that have been
developed in Africa. ORANA has taken advantage of its location in West Africa to develop acollection rich in African documents, such as theses in the CDD field from medical schools in 
Francophone Africa. 
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IMPACT OF ORANA'S WORK
 

Demand. The impact of the Information Center's services can best be measured by the growing
demand for products. Requests for documents come from all over the French-speaking world,
and the level of demand remains high and constant. In the first project year, for example, the 
Information Center sent out 115 documents in response to requests; by the fifth year, the number 
had grown to 281 (see graph below). 

Number of Documents Delivered 
1985 - 1990 
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In addition, a recent readers' survey conducted by ORANA revealed that for almost 50 percent
of respondents, the ORANA Information Center was their only source of information in the 
CDD field. (See Appendix B.) 

Audience. ORANA's focused mailing list, consisting of 850 key decision makers in ministries 
of health, international organizations and medical schools, ensures that information services 
make the greatest possible impact. Teachers at medical and nursing schools, and national CDD 
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program coordinators obviously have the power to reach large numbers of people with materials 
that they receive from ORANA. For example, together these two groups absorbed 10,000 
copies of the ORANA/PRITECH physiology wall chart on diarrhea, and created demand for a 
print run of 10,000 more. In addition, ORANA's emphasis on reaching medical and nursing
schools means that students--the educators and leaders of tomorrow--will benefit from ORANA's 
publications and services. 

Uniqueness of services. Because of its location in West Africa, the Information Center has 
a collection rich in regional research studies. In audition, as an African organization, ORANA 
has more credibility among other African organizations than would a U.S.-based organization. 
Certainly, other African organizations have displayed a degree of willingness to share resources 
that might not have been the case with American- or European-based organizations. 

In collaboration with the PRITECH/Sahel Regional Office, ORANA has produced several 
documents that are uniquely West African: a bibliography of documents written by Africans or 
about Africa on diarrheal diseases and related issues; a bibliography of theses collected from 
universities and schools of health in Francophone Africa; a guide to CDD health education 
materials from Africa; and a statistical manual on the epidemiology of diarrheal diseases and the 
impact of CDD programs in the Sahel. 

Documentalist Safarma Savarj in the Information Center 

7
 



LESSONS LEARNED
 

The idea of a regional information center that specializes in collecting regional
information and in distributing information to the countries in that region is a viable 
one. The constant level of demand for ORANA's products demonstrates the need for CDD 
information among African policymakers and health professionals. In addition, establishment 
of the Information Center has built local capacity in the areas of information and publication 
management. Further, translation, printing, and document distribution at the regional level is 
both a feasible and effective use of resources. 

The relationship between the PRITECH/Sahel Regional Office and the ORANA 
Information Center has been a mutually beneficial one. From ORANA's point of view, 
the Information Center has benefitted from the technical guidance that the Sahel Regional Office 
has offered in development of materials, such as a chart on the pathophysiology of diarrhea and 
the health education manual. On the Regional Office's side, the Information Center has 
provided the Office with a convenient and effective mechanism for production and distribution 
of important technical products. Both organizations have gained. 

1V~ 'n*imrieh EAacU ' ' 

4
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Health education manual 
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Cost recovery in the information field, particularly in developing countries, isdifficult, if not impossible. This difficulty leads to questions about the ultimate sustainability
of a regional information center. The idea of cost recovery in the case of information productssuch as newsletters and reports is an attractive one to many organizations. However, inpractice, cost recovery from individuals in developing countries can be highly problematic dueto lack of funds or difficulties in obtaining foreign currency. Even organizations in developed
countries find cost recovery for information services difficult and often conclude that the effort 
required will cost more than it is worth. 

If cost recovery is not the answer, other sources of funding must be sought if the ORANAInformation Center is to become less dependent on A.I.D. funds. ORANA is aware of this issueand may be looking to alternative funding sources such as universities, foundations, and
international voluntary organizations in order to broaden its support. 

The postal service in many countries cannot be relied upon. In 1991, ORANA
conducted readers'a to determine the relevancesurvey 
readers' work and to determine whether readers 
results were disappointing (see Appendix B).
Only 8 percent of respondents claimed to
have received copies of all 14 key technical 

were, 
of Information Center products to 

in fact, receiving the products. The 

documents listed. Similarly, only 50 percent
claimed to have received copies of the Sahel 
statistical manual. Obviously, mail to other 
Francophone African countries is a problem.
In addition, ORANA had to establish special 
rates with each African government in order 
to send bulk copies of documents such as 
Dialogue on Diarrhoea and the Technical 
Literature Update, which required lengthy
negotiations. It is difficult to suggest a 
solution to this recurrent problem. 

Most technical documents are in English, so translation services are a must. Since
the majority of policymakers and health professionals in West Africa do not read English well,it was essential that ORANA translate key CDD articles into French. Fortunately, funding for
translation has been available, but it may not be in the future. 
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APPENDIX A
 
SPECIAL TECHNICAL DOCUMENTS PRODUCED BY ORANA
 

Exemples de mattriels iducatifs pour la lulte contre les maladies diarrhefiques en 
Afrique 

Over several years, ORANA gathered examples of educational materials on diarrheal disease and 
nutrition from national CDD programs and international organizations which promote CDD in 
Africa. These examples are represented and described by category in this book produced in 
1990 in collaboration with the PRITECH/Sahel regional office. The book contains separate 
chapters on posters, brochures, flip charts, stickers, newsletters, calendars, flyers, and other 
types of educational materials, and includes pictures of many of the materials. The last section 
discusses production, distribution, use, and evaluation of such educational materials. The 
publication was sent to the entire mailing list, and there has been a strong demand for evrra 
copies from such diverse users as the Peace Corps in C6te d'Ivoire, the Islamic Center ror 
Education in Beirut, a professor of applied nutrition and international development at the 
University of Montreal, and a doctor in Algeria. 

Bibliographieannotiede thases surles maladiesdiarrhdiqueset les thmes associds en 
Afrique 

This bibliography contains detailed summaries of 53 theses collected from universities and 
schools of health in the Francophone African region. The main subjects covered by these.theses 
are treatment of diarrhea/oral rehydration therapy; prevention of diarrhea through hygiene, 
nutrition, and education; and research on the epidemiology and etiology of diarrheal disease and 
related diseases. Only 200 copies of this unique publication were printed in 1990, and demand 
remains high, so that very few copies remain. PRITECH is planning a reprint of the first 
version. Meanwhile, gathering of documents for a supplement is already well underway. 

Les Maladies Diarrhiquesdans le Sahel: Donnies ipidimiologiques et premiers 
risultatsdes programmes de lutte 

This document presents information on general health indicators, diarrheal morbidity and 
mortality, the relation between diarrhea and malnutrition, number of health workers trained by 
the national CDD program, and knowledge and practices of health workers and mothers in 
Burkina Faso, The Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, and Senegal. The information is presented 
in graphic form accompanied by simple, straightforward explanations and interpretations. In the 
recent readers' survey. 88 percent indicated that they found this document to be useful, and 
,,arly two-thirds (62 percent) had used it as a reference. 



Diarrhea wall chart 

A fourth resource produced in conjunction with the PRITECH regional office was awall-reference chart 	 technicalon diarrhea, which presents the physiology of intestinal absorption, thepathophysiology of diarrhea, and the proper treatment of diarrhea with oral rehydration solution.The 10,000 copies published by ORANA in 1989 have already been distributed to health schoolsand national CDD programs and another set has been printed to keep up with the demand. 
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APPENDIX B
READERS' SURVEY AND RESULTS 



QUESTIONS AUX LECTEURS
 

Le Centre dinformatili ORANA/PRITECH vous a fait parvenir un certaio nombre de documents sur les maladies diarrh6i

ques. Pour luipermettre do mieux r6pondre A vos besoins d'information et de mieux vous servir, le Centre sollicite ici vo
sur queiques documents qu'iltre collaboration en vous demandant de bien vouloir r6pondre A ce questionnaire portant 

vous a fait parvenir, et do luienvoyer votre r6ponse A I'adresse indiqu6e ci-dessous. 

A 	Les maladies diarrheiaues dans leSahel 
connees eoidemiologiques et premiers re-
sultats du programme de lutte/PRITECH,128 pages-- 1989ORANA 

Al 	 Avez-vous recu ce 

document ? 


Zout .NON 

A2 	 Lav.z-vous trouv6 utile ? 

-UI - NON 
3 L'avez-vous utills6 comina 

ref6rence ? 
OUI - NON 

A4 	 Quell. autre utilleation en avez-
vous faite? 

A5 	Voudrlez-vous en recevoir des co
pies suppltmantalrs at comblien ? 

El OUl El NON 

8 	 Examples de materiels educatifs pour la 
lutte contre lea maladies diarrheiques 
en Aftrique ORANA, PRITECH - 1990. 
79 pages 

B1 Ce document vous senible-t-If utile ? 

SOUt Z NON 

B2 	Si oul, comment allez-vous lutiller? 

B3 	Voudrlez-vous en recevoir dee co-
piea supplimentalres et combien ? 

-lout []NCN 

C 	 Le Centre d'information diffuse periodi-
quement uno lista d'acquisition (LA) at 
une bibliographie annotee sur les Nou
velles Publications Techniques (NPT) 
sur la diarrhea. 

C1 	LA at NPT vous parviennent-elles 
r~gullirement ? 

OUI E'NON 

CZ 	Trouvez-vous LA et NPT 

utiles ?
 

LA NPT 

Tr6o utile 1'I 13 
Assex utile F-
Pas utile 0-[ 

C3 A-ez-vous d6jh demandb dos do-
Luments au Ce 4tre d'informatlon ? 

OUt E NON 

C4 Avez-vous d'autres sources d'in-
formation sur lea maladies die-
rrh~iques ? 

out I NON 

SI oul, laquelle ou lesquelles ? 

C5 	Avez-vous fat des demandes do 
documentL ,une source r6f6ren-
c6o r6sultant des documents re-
Cus du Centre d'information ? 
- OUI El NON 

C6 	Partagez-vous avec d'autres p__ 
sonnet lea document s qua vous 
recavez du Centre d'informatlon? 

D souvent C3 quelque fois 0 jamais 

0 	 Le Centre d'Information traduit et/ou
diffuse pariodciquemant des documents 
selectionnas qui lut semblent utiles Pour 
ses lecteur3 Ainsi. lea documents sui-

vant nt eta diffuses 
a Soins de sante primaires selecti-

ve ,par John Rohde 
b La Gastroantrte infectieuse ,par 

Jean Pape et at,. 
c Alimentation, feedback et les soins 

de 	 sante primaires, par John Rohde. 

atd La liaison deentreprogramme RVO, par1'exocution la formation 
Suzanne Prysor-Jones 


e 	 Les media et lea pratiques medica-
les.. par William A.Smith. 

f Methodes de sevrage ameliorees,
 
par Margaret A Philips et al....
 

g La diarrhee eastune maladie nutri
tionnelle, par John Rohde. 

h Le contrIle de [a croissance.... par 
John Rohde. 

I Le contrle de lacroissance.... par 
Eddy Genece et al,.... 

I. 	 Allocution principale sur I'6tat de la 
situation, par Ia 
Dr Mamdouh Gabr. 

k. . Etat nutritionnel pendant le 
sevrage,... par Kenneth Brown. 

I 	 Prise an charge nutritionnelle de la 
diarrh~e aigue chez lea nourrissons 
at lea enfants. 

m.: Progris dans Ia lutte contreala 
diarrh~e,... par Robert Northup. 

n Integrer laprise en charge do Ia 
dysentarie aux programmes de 
lutte,.. par Elysabath Herman. 

01 Avez-vous recu tous ceo 
documents ? 
- OUl C NON 

D2 SI non, Indlquez ceux quo vous 
n'avez pas recu en utlisant lea lo. 
tres do I'elphabet places d-vant 
chaque tltre. 

D3 	Avez-voua lu tous lea 
documents quo vous avez recu ? 

[] OUI NON 
04 Ouels mont lea documents quo 

vous avez trouv6 utiles? (R6pon
dez avec lee lettres de I'alphabeti 

05' Ousts sont lea documents quovous ayes trou':6 momse utile. ? 

06. 	O~slres-vous recevoir des exem
plalres supplimentalree do cer
tan documents signalis Id? 

Ci oui C NON 
SI oul, lesquels 

Utilisz cette place pour vos reflextons at 

suggestions eventuelles, a propos des types 
de documents que vous aimenez recevoir et 

des themes sur lesquels vous voudnez 6tre 
informA sur !as maladies diarrheiques. 

- 39 Avenue Pasteur - B.P. 2089 - DAKAR (Sitnegal)CENTRE DINFORMATION ORANA/PRITECH 
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DEPOUILLEMENT DU QUESTIONNAIRE
 

AUX 	LECTEURS (Novembre 1990 - Jtillet 199.
 

Le Centre d'Information ORAINA/PRITECH a envoy6 en Novembre 1990 un ques
tionnaire aux lecteurs, d'une part pour verifier la pertinence des documents
 
qu'il diffuse, et d'autre part pour recueillir leurs besoins d'information sur
 
les maladies diarrh~iques.
 

Sur un total de 800 questionnaires envoy6s, 52 r6ponses sont parvenues 
au
 
Centre d'Information, soit 6,5 %. Ces r~ponses proviennent de 16 pays dont 
 :
 
le Burkina Gaso (9), le Senegal (8), le Rwanda (5), le B~nin (4), la Ccte d'ivoi
re (3), le Tchad (3), le Togo (3), la Mauritanie (2), le Burundi (2), le Mali(1),
 
Madagascar (1), le Maroc (I), l'Alg~rie (1), le Zalre (1).
 

Concernant les documents diffuses 
par le Centre d'Information, le d~pouil
lement du questionnaire donne les resultats suivants
 

1. 	 Les maladies diarrh6iques dans le Sahel : donn~es 6pid6miologiques et premiers
 

r6sultats du programme de luttei'PRITECH, ORANA.- 1989.- 128 p.
 

50 % 	des r6pondants or. regu le document (26 sur 52), parmi lesquels 88 %
 

(23 ) ont trouv6 le document utile et 60 % (16) l'ont utilis6 commine r~f6

rence. Une demande de 235 copies suppl6mentaires a 6t6 enreg4str~e.
 

2. 	 Exemples de mat6riels 6ducatifs pour la lutte contre les maladies diarrh6i

ques en Afrique.- ORANA, PRITECH.- 1990.- 79 p.
 

Au moment oi le questionaire a 6t6 envoy6 , ce document venait juste d'etre
 
diffus6. 46 % drs r~pondants (24 sur 52) le trouvent utile, et une demande
 

de 29C copies a 6t6 enregistr~e.
 

3. 	 Listes d'acquisition (LA) et Nouvelles Publications Techniques sur la diar

rh~e 	(NPT,)
 

Un peu plus de la moiti6 des r6pondants regoir rguli&rement LA et NPT = 

56 / (31 sur 52 ) 
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Concernant 
LA, 46 % (24) le trouvent tr&s utile et 27 % (15) 
assez utile.
 
Pour NPT, 53 % (28) les trouvent'tr~s utiles et 
 17 "0 (9)assez utile
 

4. 
 En ce qui concerne l'utilisation de l'information fournie par le Centre
 
d'Information 
 :
 
- 27 % des r6pondants(14) 
d~clarent avoir d6jA demand6 des documents au
 
Centre d'Information 
et 
 15 % (8) ont demand6 des documents A une source
 
r6f6renc6e 
r6sultant des documents regus 
 du Centre d'Information.
 
52 % des r6pondants (27) partagent souvent avec d'autres personnes les docu
ments qu'ils reqoivent du Centre, et 
27 % (14) le font quelques fois.
 
52 % des r~pondants ont d'autres sources d'information 
 sur les maladies
 
diarrh6iques, principalement l'OMS, 
 le CIE et l'UNICEF.
 

5. En plus de LA 
 et NPT, le Centre d'Information diffuse p6riodiquement des

documents s6lectionn6s dans son 
fond documentaire 
 et susceptibles d'int6res
ser les lecteurs, mais rares 
 sont les r6pondants qui ont requ tous les docu
ments envoyvs (8 %) seulement, soit 4 sur 52 .
 
Les documents que les r6pondants ont trouv6 plus int6ressants sont
 
" 
La diarrh6e est une maladie nutritionnelle, par John Rohde
 
• Mfthodes de sevrage am~lior6es , par Mzz-rzt .,. ai,-'
' a!... 
" 
Prise en charge nutritionnelle de la diarrh6e aigue chez les nourrissons
 
et les enfants
 

" 
Le contr6le de la croissance par John Rohde
 
"
Le contr6le de la croissance par Eddy Genece et al...
 
"
Progr~s dans la lutte contre la diarrh6e, 
...par Robert "orthrup.

" Int6grer la prise 
en charge de la dysenterie aux programmes de lutte
 
contre les maladies diarrh~iques, par Elysabeth Herman 
.
 

Les r6pondants ont demand6 262 
copies suppl6mentaires de documents.
 

6. 
 Th~mes sur lesquels les r6pondants voudraient 4tre inform~s :
 
Les r~pondants ont mentionn6 un certain nombre de th6mes 
sur lesquels ils
 
aimeraient 6t6 inform6s, i savoir :
 
" 
Des 6tudes de cas sur les succs rencontres dans la modification du com
portement des communaut~s face i la diarrh~e.
 

"
Des recherchers socio comportementales en mati~re de diarrh6e et de nutri
tion.
 

* ./ .o 

/' 



" La m~thodologie des enquites : 
les questions standards concernant la
 

diarrh6e
 

" Hygiene, approvisionnement en eau saine et diarrh~e
 
" Le filtrage de l'eau, les diff6rentes m6thodes avec leur efficacit6 res

pective
 

.
 Etude sur les quantit~s d'eau recommandes par personne pour !a lutte con

tre la diarrh~e.
 

" Etude montrant l'impact du lavage des mains sur la diarrh~e
 

. Les crit~res de classification des diarrh6es
 

* Diarrh6e persistante
 

* Diarrh~e sid~enne,
 

" Diagnostic diff6rentiel entre diarrh6e infectieuse et diarrh~e non 
infec
tieuse due A une malabsorption intestinale ou 
d'origine alimentaire.
 

* La physiopathogie de la diarrh~e ( acquisitions r~centes avec de nouvelles 

maladies tel que le SIDA)
 

" Allaitement maternel exclusif jusqu'i 
6 mois
 

" Diarrh~e et malnutrition
 

" L'aspect pharmacologique des produits usuellement utilis~s dans le traite
m ,- (;e lq diarrh6e en sus de la RVO (Imodium, ActatuL~iVI.IicJ'. 

" Y-a-t-il risque pour l'enfant si les proportions du melange eau sucre sel
 

ne sont pas observ6es.
 

" Etat nutritionnel et infection, et relation entre diarrh~e et infection
 
" 
Comment mesurer l'impact de la RVO sur la mortalit6 par maladie diarrh6i
que lorsque la situation ant~rieure n'est pas connue
 

* Les approches en communication pour la nutrition
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