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I. Introduction 

Several tables are presented summarizing socioeconomic characteris+cs of 

households and their expenditure/income patterns, based on the household 

expenditure surveys conducted by STATIN in 1975, 1976, and 1977. These are 

essentially summary tables on the expenditure patterns of households in Jamaica' 

and household income distribution and inequality, ari are intended to provide a 

general profile for Jamaica during the survey- period. The detailed results are 

contained in related memoranda and reportsii The socioeconomic characteristics 

selected were the employment and occupation statLd of the household head. In 

certain instances the data were related to household size and location, i.e.; 

Kingston, main towns, and rural areas. 

Income dlstribv'on of households by"the 'selected variables and a measure 

of income inequality based on the Gini concentration ratio are also reported. 

Total household expenditure was used as a proxy for household income , 

necessitated by the fact that many households did not report incom: , and for 

those who did report income, expenditure exceeded income in mary instances. 

2. Demographics 

The sampled population, described by age groups anid sex, is displayed in 
Table I for the 1975, 1976, and 1977 samples. In all three years the percentage 

of females was greater than that of males. Examination of the table also 

indicates that the percentage of females was generally greater than thpt of 

r.ies in most of the age groups and in all years. 
In all the surveyed years, the populatio, in the 0 to 14 year age group w s 

the largest. Over 40 percent of the Jamaican population consisted of persons 

who were less than 13 years of age. When One considers the age groups 0 to 14 



and 15 to 24 years, as much as 60 percent of the population were below 25 years 

of age. Clearly Jamaica had a young population and has been growing rapidly in 

recent years. 

The sampled household heads were grouped by age and sex and the results 

are presented in Table 2. Most household heads in Jamaica were males. For the 

age groups 24 to 34, 35 to 44, and 45 to 54 years, the percentage of male headed 

households was almost double that for females. Beyond the age group 435 to 54, 

the difference between the percentages of households headed by males and 

females decreased. 

Households in each year were distributed by annual expenditure class 

(Table 3). In all years, over 66 percent of the households had expenditure less 

than or equal to $4,000. Over the three years of the study, the percentage of 

households having income or expenditurel less than or equal to $4,000 increased 

by nearly 3 percentage points each year. This change may, however, have been 

due in the large part. to sampling variations. Also about 5 percent of the 

households had incomes in excess of $10,000. 

The distribution of household heads by employment status is reported in 

Table 4. In 1975 the majority of household heads reported themselves as non

government employees. In 1976 and 1977, however, the percentage of household 

heads reporting non-government employee status declined by nearly 3 percentage 

points compared to 1975. More household heads reported themselves to be 

government employees in 1977 in In1976 and than 1975. 1976 and 1977 the 

majority of the households fell in the own account worker employment status. 

IThroughout this report the mean total household annuaJ expenditure was 
used as a proxy for income. See Memorandum #3 for details. 



3 
Agriculture was by far the major occupation for household heads in all 

three years (see Table 5), while the transport and communication occupation 

comprised the lowest percentage for household heads in all three years. 

Based on the household expenditure surveys, single-member households 

predominated in Jamaica. Two-, three-, and four-member households made up 

nearly 40 percent of all hoeseholds (see Ta' e 6), while nearly 14 percent of all 

households had eight or more members. Seve.'i-member households composed the 

lowest percentage of households in alL three years. 

Rural households were predominant in Jamaica, followed by households in 

Kingston and then other main towns. The percentage of households reporting 

main towns as t~ieir homes comprised less than 15 percent of all households in all 

three years (see Table 7). 

3. Income and Total Expenditure 

The average annual expenditure/ncome of households by major occupation 

and employment status, location, and household size are reported in Tables 8 

through II for the years 1975, 1976 and 1977. According to occupational status 
of household head data, professional and administrators and clerical and sales 

household heads had the highest average annual incomes in all three years, while 

those household heads seif-employed in agriculture had the lowest income, only 

about one-third that of the highest income group (Table 8). 

Based on the employment status of household head data, government 

employees reported the highest average annual income in all three years and own 

account workers reported the lowest average annual income (Table 9). 

Furthermore, the disparity in the reported incomes of households by employment 
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status of the household head was least among the government employees, given 

the smaller standard deviation of incomes. 

Households in Kingston reported the highest income levels in all the three 

years, followed by households in main towns and rural areas. The disparity of 

hcusehold incomes was most pronounced in the rural areas. This is indicated by 

the larger standard deviations of meal; incomes of rural households (Table 10). 

Table I I reports the average annual income/expenditure of households by 

household size. Households of larger size generally reported higher incomes than 

households of smaller size. ConverFions of these tables to a per capita basis 

would, however, show the opposite general result. A more detailed breakdown of 

family sizes by income/expenditure class of households is presented in Tables 12, 

13, and 14. 

Production of food at home can be an important activity among households. 

Table 15 shows the importance of food production at home among Jamaican 

households for each of the surveyed years. Households were asked to report the 

approximate value of the food produced at home. Also reported in Table 15 are 

the expenditures for food purchased and total food expenditures. The value of 

home produced food generally comprised about 10 percent of the total food 

expenditure by household. However, the reported values of home-produced food 

by household had large standard deviations, perhaps reflecting the difficulty of 

imputing accurate values for home-produced food. 

Distributions of total household annual expenditure and associated 

expenditure shares are reported in Table 16. The food share by far thewas 

largest expenditure share for the households in all the three years. A moderate 

decline in food budget share was recorded in 1977 relative to 1976. This may 

have been due largely to sampllng variations. This decline in food budget share 



5 
in 1977, however, appears to have been compensated by an increase in the 

household operation and transport budget shares, which rank second and third, 

respe.:tively, for all households. The health care budget share was the smallest 

of all the budget shares in all the years. 

4. Food Expenditure 

Expenditure on food by households arnd the respective food budget shares 

are presented in Table 17. Meat, poultry and fish budget shares comprised over 

28 percent of household expenditure on food in all three years. In general, most 

of the food budget shares have remained constant during the three years. A

small decline in the meat, poultry and fish budget share was recorded in 1977 and 

at the same time the starchy roots and tubers and the purchased meals budget 

shares showed ini:rease in 1976 and 1977 relative to 1975. 

In Table 13 household expenditure on meals purchased away from home is 

reported. The sample sizes in Table 18 were determined by households that 

reported at least one member having purchased meals away from home. Also 

reported in Table 13 is expenditure per reporting household by meal type. The 

average value of meals purchased by household was generally consistent in all 

the three years. Notice further that not all households report having purchased 

meals away from home. These numbers can be derived by comparing the sample 

sizes in Table 18 to the total sample size. The lunch share was by far the largest 

purchased meal budget share while the breakfast budget share was the lowest in 

all three years. 
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5. Income Distribution 

Tables 19 through 22 report on the income distribution in Jamaica based on 

the three household expenditure surveys. Expenditure was used as proxy for 

income, with households ranked from lowest to highest income. Income 

corresponding to the 0 to 20 percent of households category was computed as 

percentage of total household income. Similar computations were conducted for 

the other ordinal groups reported in the tables. 

In Table 19, the distribution of income by ordinal groups was computed 

using the entire sample for each year. In the three years of the survey, the 

lowest 20 percent of the households (0-20 percent) accounted for about only 3 

percent of the total household income, while the top 10 percent (91-100 percent) 

accounted for over 45 percent of total household income. In other words, about 

90 percent of the households accounted for about 55 percent oi the total 

household income in all the three-years. The Gini concentration ratio, which was 

based on the Lorenz curve, provides an estimate of the degree of inequality in 

incomes. Income inequality is said to be perfectly inequal when the Gin! ratio 

has a value of I and perfect equality is said to occur when the Gini ratio has a 

value equal to zero (see Memorandum #3 for details). Thus, the Gini ratio has a 

value within the 0-1 range. Based on the Gini ratio reported in Table 19, income 

inequality remained similar in all the three survey years. 

The income distribution profiles for the three locations of Kingston, main 

towns, and rural areas are reported in Tables 20 through 22, respectively. 

Income inequality was the most pronounced in the rural areas, based on the 

estimated Gini ratios (Table 22). The rural household results for the Gini ratio 

were, however, about 10 points lower than in 1958. 
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6. Employment 

The household expenditure surveys contained information on the numbers 

of months worked last year by individuals, a summary of which are reported in 

Table 23. Over 46 percent of the surveyed individuals reported not having 

worked during the last 12 months. Since the table takes into account all 

individuals in the sample, irrespective of age, the large percentage having not 

worked last yeac is not surprising. Recall further that over 40 percent of the 

individuals in the sample were in the 0 to 14 years age group, and presumably 

most in this group did not work. Those reporting having worked a full 12 months 

in all the three years compriLed about 20 percent of the sampled population. 



Table I 

Percentage Distribution of Sampled Population by Age and Sex: 
Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

1975 1976 1977 
Age Groups Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

0-14 years 22.69 22.06 44.75 23.06 21.91 -44.97 21.05 20.40 41.45 
15-24 years 8.47 9.67 18.14; 8.96 10.29 19.25 9.45 10.51 19.96 
25-34 years 4.89 5.62 10.51 4.70 6.21 11.00 5.05 5.81 10.86 
35-44 years 3.71 4.43 8.14 2.84 3.46 6.30 3.77 4.02 7.80 
45-54 years 3.37 3.73 7.10 3.06 3.24 6.30 3.68 4.56 8.24 
55-64 years. 2.72 2.83 5.55 2.84 2.88 5.72 2.55 2.57 5.12 
65+ years 2.63 3.19 5.81 2.84 3.72 6.56 3.31 3.24 6.55 
Percent 48.47 51.53 100.00 48.29 51.71 100.00 4.87 51.13 100.00 
Sample Size 7,663 8,146 15,809 1,089 1,166 2,255 2110 2,208 4,318 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 2.
 

Distribution of Household Heads by Age and Sex:
 
Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

1975 1976 1977 

Age Groups Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

0-24 years 3.80 2.72 6.52 2.88 3.29 6.17 4.09 3.29 7.39 

25-34 years 13.51 6.90 20.40 13.79 8.44 22.43 11.28 7.68 18.96 

35-44 years 13.71 6.52 20.23 11.32 5.56 16.87 12.87 6.19 19.06 

45-54 years 12.84 6.07 18.91 10.70 5.97 16.67 13.17 6.79 19.96 

55-64 years 10.64 6.18 16.82 11.73 7.00 18.72 9.69 6.09 15.77 

65+ years 9.79 7.32 17.11 10.70 8.44 19.14 11.58 7.29 18.86 

Percent 64.29 35.71 100.00 61.11 38.68 100.00 62.67 37.33 100.00 

Sample Size 29247 19248 3,495 297 188 485 628 374 1,002 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 3
 

Percentage Distribution of Households by Expenditure Class:
 
Jamaica, 1975, 1964 and 1977 

Income 
Years 

Class ($3) 1975 1976 1977 

0-1,000 13.42 15.23 15. 17 

1,001-2,000 22.66 25.31 26.65 

2,O01-3,000 18.57 23.04 20.06 

3,001 4,000 12.82 9.88 11.28 

4,001-5,000 9.44 9.05 7.19 

5,001-6,000 6.07 4.53 5.49 

6,O01-7,000 4.64 3.09 2.59 

7,O01-3,000 2.60 2.47 1.90 

8,001,9,000 1.77 0.82 2.20 

9,001-10,000 1.69 2.26 1.40 

10,000+ 6.32 4.32 6.09 

Sample Size 3,495 486 1,002 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 4
 

Percentage Distribution of Households by Employment Status of
 
Household Head: Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977
 

Years
 
Employment
 

Status 1975 1976 1977 

Paid government

employee 13.26 16.08 
 16.17
 

Paid
 
non-government

employee 40.64 
 35.88 35.03 

Own account 
-- worker 38.60 39.38 43.51 

Others 7.50. 8.66 5.29 

Sample Size 3,492 485 1,002 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 5
 

Percentage Distribution of Households by Occupation Status of
 
Household Head. Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977
 

Occupation
Status 

Professional and 

administrative 

Clerical and sales 

Self-employed in 
agriculture 

Self-employed in 
non-agriculture 

Manufacturing 

and related 

Services 

Transport and 
communication 

Construction, 
installation, 
repairs 

Others 

Sample Size 

Years 

1975 1976 1977 

90,85 14.77 8.56 

7.15 6.75 6.32 

32.52 35.02 36.49 

11.96 11.18 13.76 

4.14 3.59 3.16 

13.90 11.60 12.54 

2.58 3.59 2.55 

10.51 8.02 9.17 

7.38 5.48 7.44 

3,453 474 981 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 6 

Percentage Distribution of Households by Family Size:
 
Jamaica, 1975,. 1976, and 1977
 

Years
 

Family Size 1975 
 1976 1977 

One member 16.51 19.96 17.27 

Two members 13.85 15.43 13.87 

Three members 13.91 14.61 13.57 

Four members 12.22 9.05 13.87 

Five members 11.93 10.70 12.28 

Six members 8.78 9.88 8.98 

Seven members 7.90 6.38 6.29 

Eight or more 
members 15.62 13.99 13.87 

Sample Size 3,495 486 ) 1,002 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 

/
 



Table 7 

Percentage Distribution of Households by Locations: 
Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

Area 1975 

Years 

1976 1977 

Kingston 

Main Towns 

Rural Areas 

32.73 

13.93 

53.33 

'25.31 

14.20 

60.49 

27.64 

14.67 

57.68 

Sample Size 3,495 486 1,002 

5ource: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, 3amaica. 



Occupation 

Status 


Professional and
administrative 

Cierlcal and sales 

Se!'-employed In
agriculture 

Self-employed In
non-agriculture 

Manufacturing
and related 

Services 

Transport and 
communication 

Construction, 
installation,
repairs 

Others 

Table 8 

Average Annual Expenditure ($3) of Households by Occupation Status of 
Household Head: Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

1975 1976 1977 

Expenditure 
Standard 
Deviation Expenditure 

Standard 
Deviation Expenditure 

Standard 
Deviation 

6,4231.31 5,425.12 5,906.98 4,913.28 7,000.45 6,435.11 
7,211.83 5,971.45 5,177.40 4,040.36 6,021.57 4,591.49 

2,354.13 2,292.06 2,18 i .52 2,816.62 2,139.23 1,508.49 

3,926.77 4,047.93 3,757.65 4,526.50 3,692.68 3,2 '0.62 

4,618.41 3,690.23 4,349.67 2,961.11 3,408.' 6 3,177.56 
3,333.45 3,021.09 2,460.94 2,400.22 2,984.16 2,395.62 

4,447.86 3,239.04 3,048.53 2,236.74 5,765.02 4,106.30 

4,208.28 2,890.47 3,497.65 2,690.43 4,151.73 4,209.52 
2,857.61 1,950.86 2,134.42 1,391.66 3,158.33 4,014.97 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 

-C 



Table 9 

Average Annual Expenditure ($3) of Households by Employment Status of 
Household Head: 3amaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

Employment 
Status 

1975 

Expenditure 
Standard 
Deviation 

1976 

Expenditure 
Standard 
Deviation 

1977 

Expenditure 
Standard 
Deviation 

Paid government
employee 

Paid 
non-goverment
employee 

Own account 
worker 

Others 

5,507.35 

4,044.05 

2,905.28 

4,421.96 

4,431.20 

3,890.64 

3,092.14 

4,646.44 

49645.52 

39394.33 

2,733.79 

49065.36 

3,158.45 

3,890.97 

3,635.41 

3,180.18 

5,089.66 

3,774.83 

2,685.70 

49246.22 

4,450.86 

4,121.92 

2,364.64 

5,241.67 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, 3amaica. 



Table 10 

Average Annual Expenditure ($3) of Households by Location: 
Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

Area 

1975 

Expenditure 
Standard 

Deviation 

1976 

Expenditure 
Standard 

Deviation 

1977 

Expenditure 
Standard 

Deviation 

Kingston 

Main Towns 

Rural Areas 

5,234.27 

3,805.60 

2,965.49 

49678.27 

3,537.70 

3,061.15 

4,849.56 

3,423.27 

2,780.44 

3,365.15 

3,304.58 

3,714.52 

5,132.77 

3,871.69 

2,689.60 

4,965.70 

3,240.21 

2,721.85 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, 3amaica. 



Family Size 

One member 

Two members 

Three members 

Four members 

Five members 

Six members 

Seven members 

Eight or more 
members 

Table II 

Average Annual Expenditure ($3) of Households by Family Size: 
Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

1975 1976 


Standard Standard 
Expenditure Deviation Expenditure Deviation 

2,053.42 2,255.85 1,393.79 1,173.00 


3,103.76 3,619.96 2,490.10 1,663.24 


3,659.69 3,642.92 39880.68 49419.85 


4,301.17 4,149.33 4,884.42 5,780.78 


4,859.54 5,067.!0 49050.24 3,596.86 


4,577.51 4,265.08 5,081.63 5,378.85 


49293.79 39444.61 31917.77 2,545.30 


4,654.65 3,382.27 3,846.52 2,554.75 

1977 

Standard 
Expenditure Deviation 

2,113.82 2,387.38 

29366.19 29300.37 

3,673.16 4,254.91 

4,123.81 3,824.75 

4,771.11 5,356.38 

3,949.14 3,279.49 

3,895.62 3,273.99 

4,247.93 3,386.13 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 
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Table 12
 

Distribution of Households by Family Size and Income/Expenditure
 
Class: Jamaica, 1975 

Income/
Expenditure 

Class 
One 

Member 
Two 

Members 
Three 

Members 
Four 

Members 
Five 

Members 
Six 

Members 
Seven 

Members 
Eight 

Members Percent 
Sample 

Size 

0-1,000 5.83 2.86 1.98 0.82 0.74 0.28 0.40 0.48 13.38 469 
1001-29000 4.87 4.02 3.48 2.69 2.46 1.53 1.53 2.01 22.57 792 
21001-39000 2.52 2.52 1.98 2.52 2.12 2.04 1.47 3.28 18.44 649 
3,001-4,000 1.19 1.33 1.61 1.64 1.81 1.56 1.13 2.55 12.81 448 
4,001-5,000 0.74 0.74 1.27 1.27 1.19 1.10 0.91 2.35 9.56 330 
5,001-6,000 0.45 0.76 0.91 0.76 0.62 0.37 0.74 1.47 6.08 212 
6,001-7,000 0.17 0.51 0.51 0.57 0.65 0.40 0.62 1.22 4.64 162 
7,001-8,000 0.20 0.40 0.17 0.37 0.42 0.25 0.23 0.57 2.60 91 
8,001-9,000 -- 0.20 0.17 0.34 0.31 0.25 0.11 0.40 1.78 62 
9,001-10,000 0.08 0.08 0.20 0.25 0.23 0.17 0.17 0.54 1.73 59 
10,000+ 0.28 0.45 0.85 0.93 1.36 0.79 0.51 1.22 6.39 221 
Percent 16.32 13.86 13.13 12.16 11.91 8.74 7.84 16.07 100.00 
Sample Size 577 484 461 427 417 307 276 546 3,495 

Note: -- indicates zero or negligible value.
 
Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica.
 



Table 13 

Distribution of Househ-Olds by Family Size and Income/Expenditure 
Class: Jamaica, 1976 

Income/
Expenditure 

Class 
One 

Member 
Two 

Members 
Three 

Members 
Four 

Members 
Five 

Members 
Six 

Members 
Seven 

Members 
Eight 

Members Percent 
Sample 

Size 

0-1,000 9.47 2.88 1.23 0.41 O21 0.62 0.21 0.21 15.23 74 
1,001-21000 6.17 3.91 3.91 2.47 3.50 2.67 0.82 1.85 25.31 123 
2,001-3,000 2.26 3.91 2.67 2.47 2.26 2.47 1.85 5.14 23.05 112 
39001-4,000 1.03 2.06 2.06 0.41 1.03 0.41 1.44 1.44 9.88 48 
4,001-5,000 0.82 1.65 1.23 0.62 1.23 0.62 0.41 2.47 9.05 44 
5,001-6,000 -- 0.62 0.82 0.41 0.41 0.41 0.41 1.44 4.53 22 
6,001-7,000 0.21 0.21 0.41 0.62 0.41 0.41 0.62 0.21 3.09 15 
7,001-8,000 -- -- 1.03 0.41 0.21 0.21 0.21 0.41 2.47 12 
8,001-9,000 -- -- 0.41 0.21 -- -- 0.21 0.82 4 
9,001-10,000 -- 0.21 0.62 -- 0.41 0.62 0.21 0.21 2.26 iI 
10,000+ -- -- 0.62 0.82 0.82 1.44 0.21 0.4! 4.32 21 
Percent 19.96 15.43 14.61 9.05 10.70 9.88 6.38 13.99 100.00 
C- C: . nI7 

" w -g'€"t* 

Note: -- indicates zero or negligible value. 
Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN.,.Jamaica. 



Table 14 

Distribution of Households by Family Size and Income/Expenditure 
Class: Jamaica, 1977 

income/
Expendi ure 

Class 
One 

Member 
Two 

Members 
Three 

Members 
Four 

Members 
Five 

Members 
Six 

Members 
Seven 

Members 
Eight 

Members Percent 
Sample 

Size 

0-1,000 6.09 4.29 2.20 0.60 0.60 0.60 0.30 0.50 15.17 152 
1,001-2,000 5.99 3.69 3.69 3.49 3.29 2.30 1.50 2.69 26.65 267 
29001-3,000 1.80 2.30 2.59 3.39 3.19 1.80 1.70 3.29 20.06 201 

3,001-4,000 1.30 1.40 1.40 1.50 0.70 1.30 1.20 2.50 11.28 113 

4,001-5,000 0.90 1.00 1.10 1.20 1.20 0.70 0.10 1.00 7.19 72 
5,001-69000 -- 0.40 0.90 1.40 0.70 0.60 0.30 1.20 5.49 55 

6,001-7,000 0.10 0.10 0.20 -- 0.30 0.70 0.30 0.90 2.59 26 

7,001-8,000 0.20 -- 0.10 0.60 0.30 0.10 0.20 0.40 1.90 19 

81001-90000 0.30 0.30 0.10 0.20 0.40 0.20 0.20 0.50 2.20 22 
9,001-10,000 0.10 0.20 0.20 0.40 0.20 -- 0.20 0.10 1.40 14 

10,000+ 0.50 0.20 1.10 1.10 1.40 0.70 0.30 0.80 6.09 61 
Percent 17.27 13.87 13.57 13.A7 12.28 8.98 6.29 13.87 100.00 

Sample Size 173 139 136 139 123 90 63 139 1,002 

Note: -- indicates zero or negligible value. 
Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 15 

Purchased and Home Produced Food Expenditure Shares and Average 
Food Expenditure per Household: 3amaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

Year 
Sample 

Size 

Purchased 
Food Expenditure 

Average
Expenditure Siandard 

($3) Deviation 
Percent 
of Total 

Value of 
Home Produced Food 

Average
Expenditure Standard Percent 

($3) Deviation of Total 

Average
Total Food 
Expenditure 

Standard 
Deviation 

1975 

1976 

1977 

39495 

486 

1,002 

1,811.29 

1,645.07 

1,437.18 

1,428.80 

1,466.77 

1,139.49 

90.43 

88.94 

88.45 

191.82 

204.65 

187.66 

327.15 

285.22 

296.60 

9.57 

1I.n6 

11.55 

2,003.01 

1,849.71 

1,624.84 

1,465.98 

1,483.33 

1,158.98 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, S3amalca. 



Table 16 

Distribution of Total Expenditure Shares and Average Expenditure ($J) 
per Household by Type of Expenditure: Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

1975 1976 1977 
Expenditure 

Type Share 
Average 

Expenditure 
Standard 
Deviation 1Share 

Average 
Expenditure 

Standard 
Deviation Sharg 

Average 
Expenditure 

Standard 
Deviation 

Purchased meals 5.49 210.16 438.05 5.49 186.27 323.86 6.17 218.56 356.56 
Food 46.87 1,792.85 1,296.70, 48.99 1,633.44 1,340.39 39.74 1,406.28 990.33 
Fuel 4.17 159.47 172.85 3.94 133.82 204.92 4.60 1"62.64 170.26 

Household
operation 9.41 359.93 908.31 9.60 325.80 863.81 11.45 405.22 940.33 
Household 
durables 2.23 85.41 262.85 2.20 74.58 314.75 2.39 84.61 232.93 
Personal care 8.27 316.32 948.30 6.14 208.54 531.13 9.73 344.12 1,352.10 
Health care 1.74 66.44 236.53 1.83 62.13 170.26 1.51 53.46 142.47 
Clothes 4.84 185.27 238.92 4.33 147.13 264.15 4.89 172.99 222.14 
Transportation 8.64 330.55 1,080.06 10.09" 342.64 1,730.10 11.01 389.56 1,276.67 
Recreation 4.78 182.92 489.24 4.23 143.53 344.50 5.18 183.45 384.78 
Miscellaneous 3.55 135.86 1,022.92 3.17 107.49 295.62 3.32 117.54 286.11 
Total 100.00 3,825.18 39845.66 100.00 3,395.37 3,671.62 100.00 3,538.43 3,706.26 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 17 

Distribution of Food Expenditure Shares and Average Expenditure ($J) per 
Household by Type of Food Expenditure: Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

1975 1976 1977 

Food Type Share 
Average 

Expenditure 
Standard 
Deviation Share 

Average 
Expenditure 

Standard 
Deviation Share 

Average 
Expenditure 

Standard 
Deviation 

Meat, poultry,
fish 31.29 626.84 545.73 33.12 612.55 675.18 28.75 467.11 434.30 
Dairy products 8.75 175.40 160.99 8.93 165.22 145.32 8.66 140.70 129.21 
Oils and fats 2.75 55.17 44.95 3.08 56.93 62.33 2.77 44.98 48.93 
Cereals and 
breakfast drinks 13.91 278.55 203.75 13.85 256.17 198.27 13.21 214.68 166.97 
Starchy roots 
and tubers 7.98 159.85 160.79 8.85 163.17 129.67 10.62 172.52 153.69 
Vegetables 9.35 187.33 161.26 9.14 169.03 141.66 9.22 149.81 161.20 

Fruit and fruit 
juices 3.62 72.56 121.47 2.94 54.36 74.74 3.00 48.80 70.88. 
Sugar and other 
sweets 2.42 48.46 48.17 2.41 44.55 43.51 2.17 35.30 40.57 
Beverages 4.20 84.06 105.29 3.73 69.05 94.46 3.91 63.47 81.76 
Purchased meals 10.49 210.16 438.05 10.07 186.27 323.86 13.45 218.56 356.56 
Miscellaneous 5.22 104.62 199.46 3.88 71.81 136.73 4.24 68.91 187.63 
Total 100.00 2,003.01 1,465.98 100.00 1,849.71 1,483.33 100.00 1,624.84 1,158.98 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 18 

Purchased Meal by Type and Average Meal Expenditure per Reporting 
Household: 3amaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

Purchased Meals 

Average
Expenditure Standard 

($3) Deviation 
Sample 

Size 

Breakfast 

Average 
Expenditure Standard 

($3) Deviation 
lAeal 
Share 

Average 
Expenditure 

($3) 

Lunch 

Standard 
Deviation 

Meal 
Share 

Average 
Expenditure 

($3) 

Dinner 

Standard 
Deviation 

Meal 
Share 

1975 

1976 

1977 

457.95 

303.78 

436.26 

772.19 

368.04 

398.58 

1,719 

298 

502 

38.97 

17.68 

12.12 

215.14 

119.36 

63.47 

8.51 

5.82 

2.78 

374.88 

262.84 

400.91 

649.02 

326.03 

381.16 

81.86 

86.52 

91.90 

44.10 

23.26 

23.13 

175.77 

96.11 

109.11 

9.63 

7.66 

5.32 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, 3amaica. 



Table 19 

Income Distribution by Ordinal Groups: 
Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

Percentage Share of Ordinal Groups 

Year 0-20 21-40 41-60 61-80 81-90 91-100 
Gini 
Ratio 

1975 

1976 

1977 

3.07 

3.20 

3.07 

6.58 

6.79 

6.47 

9.88 

9.921 

9.47 

14.20 

13;26 

13.37 

21.01 

20.43 

20.48 

45.20 

46.40 

47.13 

0.4309 

0.418 

0.4437 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 



Table 20 

Income Distribution by Ordinal Groups: 
Kingston, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

Percentage Share of Ordinal Groups. 

Year 0-20 21-40 41-60 61-80 81-90 91-100 Gini 
Ratio 

1975 

1976 

1977 

3.68 

4.57 

2.93 

7.33 

8.26 

6.24 

10.69 

11.67' 

9.66 

14.91 

15.29 

14.23 

21.23 

23.38 

21.73 

42.18 

36.82 

45.22 

0.3978 

0.3534 

0.4385 

Source: Household Expend!ture Survey, STATIN, 3amaica. 



Table 21 

Income Distribution by Ordinal. Groups: 
Main Towns, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

Percentage Share of Ordinal Groups 

Year 0-20 21-4;0 41-60 61-30 81-90 91-100 Gini
Ratio 

1975 

1976 

1977 

3.13 

4.19 

3.71 

6.99 

8.87 

7.40 

10.49 

11.94 

11.26 

14.97 

14.01 

15.06 

21.44 

22.52 

21.31 

42.98 

38.47 

41.25 

0.4123 

0.3627 

0.3913 

Scurce: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, 3amaica. 



Table 22 

Income Distribution by Ordinal 6roups: 
Rural Areas, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

Percentage Share of Ordinal Groups 

Year 0-20 21-40 41-60 61-80 81-90 91-100 Gini
Ratio 

1975 

1976 

1977 

3.26 

3.12 

3.27 

6.87 

6.68 

7.45 

10.18 

9.62 

10.28 

14.23 

12.82 

14.23 

20.88 

18.25 

19.91 

44.59 

49.52 

44.85 

0.4215 

0.4499 

0.4162 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, 3amaica. 



Table 23 

Distribution of Population by Number of Months Worked Last Year 
and Sex: Jamaica, 1975, 1976, and 1977 

Months .Worked 
1975 1976 1977 

Last Year 'Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

0 24.26 25.79 50.12 22.23 23.89 46.17 22.96 24.30 47.26 
0-1 month 0.16 0.40 0.57 0.28 0.47 0.76 0.44 0.60 1.04 
1-2 months 0.21 0.39 0.60 0.57 0.37 0.95 0.49 0.35 0.83 
2-3 months 0.39 0.52 0.92 0.43 0.52 0.95 0.60 0.51 1.11 
3-4 months 0.54 0.58 1.12 0.61 0.47 1.09 0.28 0.63 0.90 
4-5 mont' i 0.47 0.54 1.01. 0.28 0.61 0.89 0.35 0.32 0.67 
5-6 months 1.32 1.16 2.48 1.66 1.09 2.74 1.25 1.20 2.46 
6-7 months 0.51 0.36 0.87 0.42 0.56 0.99 0.37 0.42 0.79 
7-8 months 0.91 0.67 1.58 0.9*5 0.76 1.70 1.11 0.83 1.95 
8-9 months 0.75 0.67 1.42 0.61 0.52 1.14 0.69 0.60 1.30 
9-10 months 1.06 0.80 1.86 0.90 0.56 1.47 1.58 0.53 2.11 
10-11 months 0.28 0.28 0.56 0.37 0.24 0.61 0.53 0.21 0.74 
11-12 months 12.55 7.38 19.93 12.63 8.28 20.96 12.44 8.25 20.69 
Not Reported 4.97 11.91 16.88 0.19 -- 0.19 5.79 12.37 18.16 
Percent 48.48 51.53 100.00 47.92 51.99 100.00 48.88 51.12 100.00 

Source: Household Expenditure Survey, STATIN, Jamaica. 


