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Attached for 
permarnent Tetention/proper disposition 
is the following:
 

AID/SCI Progriss RepDrt ro. .. / 

Attachment-


Attachment
 



NJALA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
 

(Universitv of Sierra Leone)___________ 

DEPARYMENT OF EiOLOGICAL SCIENCES • PMB FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE • WEST AFRICA 

18th December, 1986 

Dr. ivin M. Asher
 
Director
 
Science Jrogram
 
Orfice ,:f Science Advisor
 
USAiD
 
Washington, D.C. 20523
 
U.S.A. 

Dear Dr. Asher,
 

PROESS IMPORT FOR USAID IJNOVATIVE SC=1TII ICHESFARCH 
PROJECT NO. q()-.Q';1t2 

in accordance witn the signed project areee n (Limited Scope Grant
Project Agreement) document signed on 6/13/85, betw( en the United States of 
America, acting through the Agency for internationa- 1evelopment kAID), and 
this University of Sierra Leone (USL); interim pro ,ress reports are requirec 
eve-y 3ix montns, except fo:. tne last six montns perlca which will be pre
emotel by a final report. 

A report for the first six months was not zritLen due to many Jogistic
problems i.e. delays in oriering equipments and maerials ana getting expend
able funds from the US accounting center in Abidjan, etc. This report will 
serve for the firsz two reporting periods. We have been able to maxe limn.ted 
progress on the fieLa in ideatilying infectea indivicuals at different stag;es
of development of the disease, with various clinica . w-,ifestations, and with 
va-ing intensities ot infection in different a,e groups. We nope to use 
sera from these Patients to carry out tne Westeri Bovting Technique comparing
patients of tne same age group with different intensities of infection ana 
clinical manifestations of tne diseasr to those er,;osed and living in the same 
community but not infectea. 

Secondly, tue renovation of the laboratory has began and is cn going;
which wi±l serve as tre main researcn laooratory facility on tne Njala Univer
sity College campus. - acn. 'i laboratory work has been done since the 
orders were only placea on September 15, 1986 by the USAID Office in Freetown 
anriwe expect them to bo arriving anytime. li addition, the Western Blotting
Technique has been considerably improved and is now more sensitive and offers 
some hope to be utilized under field conditions because of its simple applica
bility. This improvement was carried out in the laboratory of our collanorators 
Dr. B. M. Greene at Cane Western ifeserve University in CleveLnd, Ohio,
I visitea the laboratory from July 11 to August 15, 1986, to ooserve and learn 
the new imp-ovecL methodology. During my visit, I discussea our problems with 
our collaborators and they made pertinent muggestions on ways of caorying out 
some meanineThul and innova xIve research amidst these persistent problems ol 
doing basic research in developing nations. We expect tnem to visit tne 
research site sometime in anuary/Febrlary, 1i&8" tor further discussions on 
tne wonc. 
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Work 	u'ilizJngtsn- ± , wLi ucbin ,ona re equuipme si7,, 

reagent, chemicais nd otn,'r imaerials o iered arrive. 

Finally, there nas been Long delays in. gettinr the cruers throagh a;id 
it will be one vewr ana some months since the time ths agreement wasLsigned 
on Augus- 13, l)85. By une time most of vire equipments arrive, we woule 
have experiencea a year or more sefore the commenceraent of Tne actual 
laborazory wo:k. We are requesting for an extension perioa of one (1) year 
ior ne compleion oate ana suDmission of vie Final Project Report. 

With 	 oesz w'shes. 

Yours sincerely,
 

Aiah 	A. Gbakima, Ph.D. 
Principal Inves-igatcT,
 

cc: 	 iSAIAv - Freezown, Sierra Leone (2) 
D:'. B. 7". Greene (2) 


