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MEMORANDUM
TO: AID/PPC/CDIE/DI, room 209 SA-18
T
FROM: AID/SCI, Victoria 0se ¥ ¥
SUBJECT Transmittal of ~ID/SCT Progress Reporrc(s;

Attached for permarent retention/proper disposition is the following:
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NJALA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

(University of Sierra Leone)

DEPARTMENT OF EiOLOGICAL SCIENCES » PMB FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE * WEST AFRICA

- 18th December, 1986

Dr, Iivin M. Asher
Director

Science Frogram

Otiice of Science Advisor
USATD

Washington, D.C. 20523
U.S.A,

Dear Dr. asher,

PROGAESS AEPORT FOR DUSAID INNOVATIVE SCImNTINIC HESRARCH
PROJECT NO. 90.K12

In accordance with the signed project agreement (Limited Scope Grant
Project ‘“greement) documeni signed on 8/13/65, betwien the United States of
America, acting through the Agency for Intermationa. Levelcpment (AID), and
this University of Sierra Leons (USL); interim prosresgs reports are requirea
every six months, except fo:r the last 8ix montns period which will be pre-
empted by a final report.

A report for tne first six months was not written dus to many Jogistic
problems i.e. delays in ordering equipments and materials ana gatting expend-
able funds from the US accounting center in Abidjan, etc., I'his report will
gerve for the first two reporting pericds. We have been able to maxe limuted
progress on the f{iela in identitying infec%ea indiviauals at dittferent stas=s
of development of the disease, with various clinical wanifestations, and with
varying intensities o1 infection in different age grours. We nhope to use
sera from these patients to carry out the Wester. Blotting Techmique comparing
ratients of the same age group wath difterent intensities of infection ana
clinical manirestatiors of tne diseass to those exuosed and living in the same
community but not infected.

Secondly, the renovation of the laboratory has began and is cn going;
which wlil serve as the main researcn laporatory facility on the Njala Univer-
ity College campus. oo actnal taboratory work has been cone since the
orders were only placed on September 15, 1986 by the USAID Office in Freetown
and we expect them to be arriging anytime, Ia addition, the Western Blotting
Technique has been considerably improved and 18 now more gensitive and offers
some hope to be utalized under tield conditions bpecauss of its simple applica-
bilivy. Tuis improvemenl was carried out in the laboratory of our coliaborators
Dr. B. M, Greene at Case Weatern Heserve University in Cleveland, Ohio,

I visited the lavoratory from July 11 to August 1%, 1986, to ooserve and learn
the rew imp_coved methodology. During my visit, I discussed our problems with
our collaborators and they made pertinent suggestions on ways of carrying out
some meaningiul and innovative research amidst these persistent problems ot
doing basic research in developing nations, We expect them to visit tne
regearch site sometime in v amuary/February, 198/ tor further discussions on
the work.
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Work utilizing tne MEV METDOIOLOLY Wiil OCoii o Soon ad the eduipments,
reagent, chemicals and otnser materials oxdered arrive,

Finally, there nag been .long delays in gebting the craers through aud
it will be one year and sgome months since the time this agreement was gsigned
on August 13, 1985. 3y tne time most of the equipments arrive, we woulc
have experienced a year or more netore the commencement of tne actual
laboratory WOIX. We are requesiing tor an extension perioca of one {1) year
Ior the completion aate ana submission of the Final Project Heport.

With best wisheg.

Yours sincerely, .

/QX(&/V g ﬂ‘d% pand,

Aiah A. Gbakima, Ph.D.
Principal Invesiigatcw,
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cc: USAll - Freetown, Sierra Leone (2)
D:ve Ba M. Greene (2)



