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CVER VIV

The 1952 Jordan Fertility and Family Health Survey
(JFFHS) was undertaken by the Department of Statistics
{ DO3 ), under the National Household Survey Program,
1681-1085, It was in collaboration with Centers for
“isexce Control { CDC ), Atlanta Geogia/USA, and thre
financizi supporti of USAID in data collection.

This survey is the :hird round of the Series o7
Tertility surveyz. The first one was the 1972 Netional
rertility Survey { NFS ) carried out by DOS in
colizcoration with the United Nations. The second
rounc wae the 197c Jordan Fertility Survey ( JFS )
under the World Fertility Survey Program.

The 1902 JUPHC differs from the 1972 NFS and 1976
JPS becnuse of including sections on family healith

formation, which is done for the first time as part
of o fertility survey, which allow for different kinds
T interrelations between fertility,mortality and
morbidity and health care.
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2. Birth History: Acomplete history of respendent's live

birihs, which identifies the timing of births and deaths
1s registered. This is important to study fertility
levels and trends as well as evaluation of reporting of
births.,

2. Chila Health Status: Questions were asked on major

immuniztions Sucit ns polio, neasles and DPT which
eniluren uvnder cge 5 years received. Also, questions
on diarrhen in the last two weeks prior to the inter-
view date were asked for the same group of children
and type of treatment received.

4. Jortalisy: Date collected in the survey allows for
direct and indirect estimation of levels and trends of
infant¢ snd child mortality. Data on symptomology
agsociated with recent child deaths to get information
related to cause of death was also collected.

5. Health Services: Several questions were asked about
the use ol maternal and child health services induding
prenztal care, tetanus immunization, place of last birth

and child medical care.



GEOGRAPHIC (:OVERAGE BAD TARG:ET POPULATION

The survey was degigned to be representative of the
population of the East Bank of Jerdan. Nomads living
in remote areas, residents of hotels and prisons were
excludea from the szmple,

A1l ever-warried women aged 15-49 years in the
sampled households were individually interviewed by the
inaividual cuessionnoire. A limited number of questions
were assed nbout all members of visited households as a
baczground information to be used in the caleculation of

estimates.

SANPLE DESIGN

The general purpose sample which had been designed
by lhe Department of Statistics in collaboration with
POPLAB/University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,USA,
is used for this survey. This sample called"master
sample" was designed using the Population and Housing
Census, 1979 as a frame, to serve the National House-
holde Survey program, 1981-1385,

The master sample consists of 21 independent repli-
cates each of which covers 1000 households representing
the population of the East Bank of Jordan, excluding
nomads living in remote areas and residents in institu-
tions, Lach of these replicates is a self weighted
sample and formed of 50 primary or secondnry stratum
units. In each stratum unit, there is an uverage of 20
sampled households.
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According to the 1979 Population and Housing Census,
there were a total of about 320, thousand households in
the East Bank of Jordan. For the 1983 JFFHS, a sample
of 5900 households was considered sufficient. Thus,
this survey used 5 of the 21 replicates of the master

samnple,

At the first level of stratification all localities
were classified tnto +two strata:
(1) Urban localities with ropulation size 5000 or more
(2) Rural localities with population size less than
5000, Within each stratum of this level of stratifi-
cation, selection of sampling units was made
scperately, although sampling fractions were the
same for both strata.

4.1. Celecction of Urban Sample

The 1979 lists of blocke in the urban localities
served as the frame for urban sample. These blocks
werc ordered on a rough measure of socio-economic
status alternatively high to low, low to high, ets,
within and then among urban localities (41 in number),
The localities themseleves were ordered by decreasing
size of population. Blocks (primary stratum units)
were selected with probability proportional to measure
of size of each block (Mi) which were computed for
each block by dividing the household count by the
average cluster size, chosen to be 20 households.

Within each sclected block (PSU), 20 households, on
average were selected for interviewing by applysing
systimatic sampling to the list of housing units'numbers
assigned and stenciled on each structure for the 1979
Census, '



4.2. Beleection of Rural Sample

A three stage design was used in rural areas, with
localities ns prinary gtravum wnits and blocks as
gecondamy stratum units (SSUs) and housing units as
wltimnte cwapling untis. The SSUs were ordered by
geosraphic proximity and were selected with probability
properiion:l to size measures and within each selected
CZU {vlock) households were also selected with
probability proportional to size measures.
within each selected block, (S3U), 20 housheolds, on
cvarage, were selected for interviewing by applying
systimatic sanpling to the list of housing wnits.

4.3. Updoting the Frame

Slocks selected in the sample were located in the
fiela and on available maps. Zince the time period
between the 197¢ Housing ond Population Census and
tlie surveys was more than two years, it was decided
L0 update the lists of houseinolds in each sample
block. Also, a rough sketch for each block showing
roads and structures with the numbers on it was
rrepared to facilitate the field work.






Section 3, covered immunization of living children under

Section

Section

Section O,

Section

Ty

5 years of age, particularly for poliomylities,

70 and number of times vaccinated Guestions

on diarrhea in the last two weeks and type of
treatment the child received, were asked in
this section.

dzal¢ with chilaren born in the last 5 years
nrior to the survey who were dead by the day
of intverview. Questions about causes of death
“nd sympvoms noticed before the death of the
child, were asied,

w2S Oon post partum amenorrhea, and breastfeed-
ing of the last live birth during the 5 years
preceding the survey. Questions were asked
wiether the last live birth was breastfad or
rot, mnd reason Ior not breastfeeding and type
of milk given to the child.

covered the maternal and child health
services. Use of prenatal care, place of last
live birth. Questions in this section were
asked to women with a live birth in ihe last
five years preceding the survey.

was dealing with child spacing and contraceptive
use. Questions were about methods ever used,
currently used and desire to use in future and
source of contracptives, used or expected be

used,



6. JETHCDOLOGY O TE SURVEY

The survey ned been carried out into three stages: The
nreperatory stage, field work and data processing and

report wilting,

6.7. The Preperatory Stage
After the approval of conducting the survey by the
Govermment of Jordan, USAID and Centers for Disease
Contrel, the iollowing activities were carried out.

(1) The questionnaire was designed by staff from the
Jepartment of Statistics, Department of Research,
Planning and Training/HMinistry of Heaelth, and
Cenvers for Iisease Control,

(2) ™ie cucstionncire was translated into Arabiec and
aesiymed o suite the field work and data
nrocecsing requirements.

(3) Insructions related to all questions in the
questionnaire and definistions were preparéi.

(4) Zield supervisors were recruited and trained.

(5) The questionnnire was pretested after iraining
15 interviewers for this reason. The pretest
was done in three working days of field work.
Completed questionnaires wer:z examined and
discussed with the interviewers individually
and togother,

(6) llodifications on the questionnaire and
instructions were made according %o the pretersy
results, Ilost of these modifications were minor
and limited to the skip questions in the breast-
feeding secction.

(7) Questionnaire was finalized and printed for the
field work, as well as instructions of field
worls,
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(8) The final Arabic questionnaire and the specifi-
cations were translated into English keeping the
same Arabic shape, 0 be used in writing the
computer editing programs by CDC staff.

() Along with activities on questionnaire and speci-
fications, work on the sample was 2ing on, Lists of
households in cach of the selected blocks (PSUs
or 5%Us) were prepared as well as sketchs of these
blocks with marks on the selected houscholds.

(10) Thirty-six interviewers and £ field editors-all
females-were recruited locally in Amman, Balaa,
and Irbid Governorates and trained for field work.
Out of which 28 interviewers and 7 field editors
wvere selected to do the field work.

rainning of interviewers and field editors was conducted
during the last 2 weeks of duly 1983 in Amman for trainees
from Governorates of Amman and Balqa, and in Irbid, for
trainees Irom Irbid Governorate.

Tie first 10 days of training covered sanpling issues
and how %o reach the selected hcuseholds, followed by
explanation of all questions, definitions and concepts
in the questionnaires. Interviewers were then agked to
interview their neighors in the locality in which
they resided and these questionnaires were discussed in
the classrocm.,

In the last 3 days, the interviewers were taken to
the field (not in the selected areas of the sawple) in
uroan well as rural areas, to have field training with
the supervisors to assure the quality of training,

Finally, a general discussion was held, where
interviewers talked about what they experienced during
the last few days of field training.



Ch

Tield Work

The field work started on August 1, 1983 in Amman,
Irbid and Balga Governorates. On September 23, three
teams travelled from Amman and Irbid to the South to
conduct the field work in Karak and Ma'an Governoraies.
It toox them less than 3 weeks to complete the field
work 1in these two governorates. The over all field
work of the survey was completad by the first week of
October, 1983, a little less than ten weeks of field
Woril,

The general procedure of the field work in the survey
can be swmuarised a2e follows: As the gample was reacy
before as part of the activities in the preperatory
svage, sampled households were marked on the households!'
lists of the selected blocks (PSUs or SSUs), and on “he
sxetchs attached, to facilitate the field work. Fieid
supervisors receive lists and sketchs of daily work
assignement one day prior to visiting the particular
areas. The cartographer shows them the boundaries of
tne zreas on the map, and how to go there, Sampled
hiouseholds of the areas were divided into 4 catigorics
(the number of interiewers in the team) and distributed
crong the interviewers, according to the geographic
nature of the area, to make the interviewers walk the L. us.
distance possible.

In the morning of the next day, the team (The super-
vision, field editor and 4 interviewers) meet in the
office and move to the working area after taking
sufficient number of gquestionnaires and stationery zs
well as the lists and sketchs of the blocks and
instructions monuclsThe first step after they reach
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there,was to identify the boundaries of the block
infront of 21l members of the team so as not to
cross to other blocks. The second step, was to
show each interviewer her working area and the
sampled nouseholds when necessary.

The supervisors were used to keep on visiting
the interviewers while conducting the interview for
expianations or questions or to solve any problems
if faced, as well as collecting completed guestion-
niires to be passed to the field editor for editing.
Jield editing was done to minimiza errors and
incompleteness, and inconsistences, before taking
questionnaires back to the office. Some of the
househodls were visited again to edit some informetion
Oor 2s a quality contrcl check, either by the field
editor or female supervisor or an interviewer other
than the first one.,

Belore the end of the working day and in the field,
households who were not at home were listed for later
visit. A household can be visited up to three times to
complete the interview.

Completed questionnaires and uncompleted ones were
then matched with the liste to mnke sure that every
visited household was according to the sample. Then
these questionnaires were sent to the archives to be
prepared for later stages of work. Supervisiors were
also to fill forms of daily production.

The Archives :

The archives was designed to facilitate the later
stages of processing. A special place was agsigned
every working area (PSU or SSU). Special forms were
also prepared to record summary informstion of PSU or
SSU, information, tctal number of housing units visited,
number of households interviewed number of household
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questionnaires completed and number of individual
questionnaires completed and number of households

L0 be revisited because interview was not completed.
A dally reporting of the work progress through these
forms was to the survey lirector.

Data Processing and Preperation of the Repoirt

Vhile field work was going on, office editing anad
coding was initiated in Amman, Irbid and Balga
Governorates. Both editing and coding were done in
one stage because many of the questions were precoded.
In Karck and Ma'an Governorates, editing and coding
was done in the evening of the everyday of field
work of the particular areas. Before returning back
to Amman, all completed gquestionnaires were edited
and coded.

Data entry was also stared as soon as a sizable
work wes completed. By December 1983, all data was
enterd into the computer. Data cleaning using
computer editing programs was also strated earlier
where some CDC staff came to Ammen and istalled and
tested the computer editing programs prepared by
them. These prcgrams were to edit completeness,
range and congistency of the data. Data enired inkc
the computer was divided into number of working files
to facilitave the work in this stage and make best
use of the time. Data cleaning stage was completed by
the end of January 1984. Then the uata was copied on
cata tapes and sent to CDC for tnbulation, and
evaluation in the presence of a DOS staff member.

Writing the report of pricipal findings was stated
in ¥Morch 1983 in Atlanta, after the tabulation of
results was completed.In June,after two CDC staff
members came to Amman, the first draft of the report
was completed.,
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By July, 1284 the report was {inalized by staffl
members from DOS and CDC and ctaff menbers of tie
Depnrizent of Plarning, Training and llesearch

inisiry tealth in Amman.
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