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P R E F A C E
 

The second Contraceptive Prevalence Survey (CPS) in Bangladesh
 
was 
conducted by the Management Information System (MIS) Unit 
in 1981. The final report of the study was published in April 

1983. 

After the completion of 1981 CPS it was felt that some second
ary analysis of the 1981 CPS data would be of interest from
 
the policy point of view. Accordingly the GovernmenL and the
 
USAID. Ohaka agreed to take up four studies on secondary ana
lysi. These studies are: 

1) An assessment of the quality of the 
1981 3CPS;
 

2) Urban-Rural differentials study in contra.eptive usej
 

3) Characteristics of traditional method users; 

4) Computerization of the 1981 CPS data. 

This is the report on the "Characteristics 
 of traditional
 

method users" .
 Shortly after the MIS Unit undertook the
 
study both the Project Director and Deputy Project Director
 
left the organization. Despite early set back due 
to the
 
departure of both the Project Director and Deputy Project
 
Director the MIS Unit brought the study to its successful
 
completion. Mr. S.R. Choudhuri. Director, Mr. Tofayel Ahmed
 
Assistant Diroctor and other officials of MIS Unit deserve a
 
word of felicitation for the good job they have accomplished.
 

Dr. M. Mosleh Uddin served as a Consultant to the study and
 
deserves a special mention for the technical assistance rend

ered by him.
 



ii
 

We are grateful to the USAIO, Ohaka, for providing the 

financial support to the study. Or.. arol Carpenter 

Yaman and Or. Sarah Harbison deserve special thanks for 

their continued interest in the project. They provided 

valuable comments at various stages of the study.
 

A. B. M. Ghulam Mustafa
 

Secretary
 
Ministry of Health & Population Control
 
Government of the People's Republic of
 

Bangladesh
 



iii
 

C 0 N 	T E N T S
 

PREFACE i
 

CONTENTS iii
 

LIST OF TABLES v
 

SECTION - 1
 

1.1. 	 Introduction I
 

1.2. 	 Ob.ective 1
 

1.3. 	Methodology 2
 

SECTION - 2
 

Knowledge of Family Planning Methods
 

2.1. 	 Level of knowledge 3
 

2.2. 	Pattern of knowledge by a. 4
 

2.3. 	Pattern of knowledge by s selected
 
background characteristice 5
 

SECTION - 3
 

Ever Use of Traditional Methods of Contraception
 

3.1. 	 Pattern of ever use of traditional methods 7
 

3.2. 	Pattern of ever use by age 7
 

3.3. 	 Pattern of ever use by number of children
 
ever born and number of living children 8
 

3.4. 	 Pattern of ever use by selected characteristics 9
 

3.5. 	 Pattern of use of modern vs. traditional methods 
by number of methods known 	 11
 

3.6. 	 Pattern of use of modern vs. traditional methods
 
by some selected demographic and socio-economic
 
characteristics 12
 

3.7. 	 Pattern of ever use by land ownership 13
 

3.8. 	Pattern of ever use by husband's education 13
 



iv
 

Page 

SECTION - 4
 

Current Use of Traditional Methods of Contraception
 

4.1. 	 Current use by age 14
 

4.2. 	 Current use by number of children ever born and
 
living children 15
 

4.3. 	 Socio-economic differentials 
 16
 

4.4. 	 Current use by education level of ever married women 17
 

4.5. 	 Current use by employment status 17
 

4.6. 	 Current use by family land ownership status 17
 

4.7. 	 Current use by religion 18
 

4.8. 	 Current use by urban-rural residence 18
 

4.9. 	 Current use by region of residsnce 18
 

SECTION - 5
 

Discussion and Conclusion 	 19
 



v 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table Number Title page 

SECTION - 2 

2.1. Percentage of ever married women under 50 years of 
age having knowledge of traditional methods, Bangladesh 
1975, 1979 and 1981 

3 

2.2. Percentage of ever married women under 50 years of 
age having knowledge of selected t.aditional methods 
of contraception by age group 

4 

2.3. Percentage of ever married women under 50 years of 
age having Knowledge of selected traditional methods 
of contraception by education, employment status, 
religion and division 

6 

SECTION - 3 

3.1. Percentage of ever married women under 50 years of 
age having ever used selected traditional methods 
of contraception by age 

7 

3.2. Percentage of ever married women under 50 years of 
age having ever used selected traditional methods of 
contraception by number of children ever born 

3.3. 

3.4. 

Percentage of evar married women under 50 years of 
age having ever used selected traditional methods of 
contraception by number of living children 

Percentage of ever married women under 50 years of 
age having ever used traditional methods of contra
ception bq education, employment and region of residence 

9 

10 

3.5. Percentage distribution of ever married woynen under 
50 years of age having ever used at least one family 
method by number of methods known 

11 

3.6. Percentage of ever married women under 50 years of 
age having ever used modern vs. traditional methods 
of contraception by age of the last living child 
and the last dead child 

12 

3.7. Percentage of ever married women under 50 years of 
age having ever used modern vs. traditional methods 
by some selected characteristics 

13 



vi
 

SECTION - 4
 

Page 

4. . Percentage of currently married women under 50 
years of age using contraception(modern vs. 
traditional)by age 

14 

4.2. Percentage of currently married women under 50 
years of age using contraception (modern vs. 
traditional) by number of children ever born 
and number of living children 

15 

4.3. Percentage of currently married women under 50 
years of age using contraception (modern vs. 
traditional) by educational attainment, employment 
status,-land ownership, religion and region of 
residence 

16 



SECT1ON - 1 

l1. INTRODUCTION
 

Various surveys at the national level suggest that the percentage
 

of eligible couples who are using traditional methods of contra

ception has been increasing (BFS 1975; CPS 1981). The information
 

on family planning accomplishments indicate between 1975 and 1981
 

the use of traditional methods of contraception has more than
 

doubled. For instance, according to the 1975 BFS the use of tradi

tional methods of contraception was 3.0 percent and this has in

creased to 7.7 percent in the 1981 contraceptive prevalence survey.
 

However, the 1983 CPS data suggest that it dropped to 5.4 percent.
 

Although very little is known about the effectiveness of tradi

tional methods of contra:eption, they are popular in the rural
 

community. With the introduction of modern contraceptive tech

nology the birth planning through traditional methods in tradi

tional society ..s looked down upon by the policy makers. There
 

is evidence that before the development of modern contraceptive
 

technology traditional society used to limit family size by in

digenous methods. There has been little investigation on the
 

pattern of traditional methods of contraception. Thus very lit'le
 

is known about its side effects and its effectiveness in controll

ing fertility.
 

1.2. OBJECTIVE
 

The main purpose of this report is to present detailed information
 

on knowledge and use pattern of traditional methods. The speci

fic objective of the study is to compare the pattern of tradi

tional use of family planning methods with modern methods of
 

contraception by discussing the differentials in terms of some
 

selected background characteristics such as education, employ

ment status, religion and region of residence.
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.3. METHOOOLOGY 

The detailed methodology of the 1981 CPS is presented in
 

Chpater-2 of the main report (1981 CPS, pp.11-34]. This
 

study being the Secondary Analysis of the 1981 CPS, it is
 

needless to repeat the same. However, we present here a
 

brief summary of the methodology adopted in the 1981 CPS.
 

The information was collected from a nationally representa

tive sample of ever married women aged less than 50 years.
 

The sample was drown in terms of households. Ever married
 

women under 50 years of age who slept the night preceding
 

the date of interview in that household were considered eli

gible for interview.
 

A three stage stratified cluster sampling design was applied
 

in the 1981 CPS similar to that of the 1979 CPS. The first
 

two stages were devoted to the selection of the area sample
 

and the third stage to the household sample. Stratification
 

was made by rural and urban regions.
 

Of the 200 selected sample areas a total of 196 sample areas
 

were considered of which 116 were rural and 80 urban. The
 

obtained sample of households was 73931 5455 for the rural
 

and 1938 for the urban areas. The number of successfully in

terviewed ever married eligible women was 8510 of which 6269
 

were rural and 2241 were in the urban stratum.
 

The study on traditional users was based on 6937 ever married
 

women aged less than 50 years. The reduction in sample size
 

from 8510 to 6937 was due to weighting of urban sample.
 



SECT10N- 2 

KNOWLEDGE OF FAMILY PLANNING METHODS
 

2.1. Level of Knowledge
 

The 1981 CPS consists of a sample of ever married women
 

of less than 50 years of age. Over 98 percent of these
 

women reported that they knew at least one method. But
 

knowledge of traditional methods among the interviewed
 

women decreased sharply between 1975 BFS and 1979 CPS.
 

Reason for such decrease is not understood. One expla

nation may be the way the question was asked. However,
 

knowledge of traditional methods improved considerably
 

between the 1975 BFS and the 1981 CPS (Table 2.1). Spon

taneous reporting of traditional methods is generally
 
extremely low, lending some support to our view that
 

women tend to mention spontanously those methods they
 

consider to be important.
 

Table-2 .1: PERCENTAGE OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN UNDER
 
50 YEARS OF AGE HAVING KNOWLEDGE OF
 
TRADITIONAL METHODS, BANGLADESH 1975,
 
1979 AND 1981
 

Method BFS 1975 'CPS 1979 CPS 1981
 

Abstinence 11.4 6.6 19.5 

Safe Period 20.0 11.8 36.4 

Withdrawal 15.1 2.3 22.4 

Others 4.9 - 12.5 

Sources: The 1975 Bangladesh Fertility Survey
 

The 1979 Contraceptive Prevalence Survey
 

The 1981 Contraceptive Prevalence Survey
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2 .2. Pattern of Knowledge by Age
 

Table 2.2 gives the percentage distribution of ever married
 
women having knowledge of selected traditional methods of
 

contraception by ages. Safe period was the most well known
 

method (36.5 percent). Abstinence is also a well known
 

method with about 30 percent reporting knowledge. About 22
 
percent knew about withdrawal. In general, knowledge tends
 

to be higher for women aged 25 to 39 years than for women
 

24 years and younger and women 40 years and older. The wo

men aged less than 20 years had the lowest level of knowl

edge. For ages 40 and above the differentials are not large
 

(Table 2.2). Compared with modern methods, the knowledge of
 

traditional methods shows no systematic pattern by age. In
 

case of modern methods, the knowledge declines with the in

crease of age of the women.
 

Table-2.2: 	PERCENTAGE OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50 YEARS
 
OF AGE HAVING KNOWLEDGE OF SELECTED TRADITIONAL
 
METHODS OF CONTRACEPTION BY AGE GROUP
 

'No. of I 
Age Group:I ever ' Traditional Methods of Contraception 

married Abstinence Safe Withdrawal 'Other
 
periodwomen 


/ 15 159 16.4 16.4 8.8 13.2 

15 - 19 1249 25.3 29.6 19.5 10.3 

20 - 24 1304 28.2 38.4 24.6 14.2
 

25 - 29 1267 30.8 42.9 27.2 13.2
 

30 - 34 936 32.8 41.3 26.2 12.3
 

35 
- 39 733 31.4 38.6 19.5 13.9
 

40 - 44 611 31.3 32.2 18.8 13.8
 

45 - 49 678 31.7 33.0 18.0 9.9
 

Total 6937 29.5 	 22.4
36.5 	 12.5
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2.3. Pattern of Knowledge by Some Selected Background
 
Characteristics
 

Because reporting of traditional methods is strongly in

fluenced by some factors, we want to investigate this in
 

the following section. 
Table 2.3 presents the percentage
 

distribution of ever married women by some selected cha

racteristics such as educational attainment, employment
 

status, religion and region of residence. The pattern of
 

knowledge of traditional methods by some selected charac

teristics of the respondents is as expected. For instance,
 

respondents who completed primary and above education are
 

associated with higher knowledge of traditional methods.
 

The women who had never been in the school had the lowest
 

level of knowledge. Similar pattern exists for employment
 

status. 
 Women who are paid in cash have higher level of
 

Knowledge of traditional methods of contraception that wu

men who were unpaid but employed and who were not employed.
 

With regard to religion the Non-Muslims have consistently
 

higher level of knowledge than the Muslims. Reviewing the
 

method specific level of knowledge by region we do not find
 

any general trend among the regions. For example, safe
 

period was found to be more known among the women of Ohaka
 

region followed by Khulna and this method was 
least known
 

among the women of Chittagong.
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Table-2.3: 	PERCENTAGE OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50 YEARS OF
 
AGE HAVING KNOWLEDGE OF SELECTED TRADITIONAL METHODS
 
OF CONTRACEPTION BY EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT STATUS.
 
RELIGION AND DIVISION
 

Selected 
 No.of traditional methods of contraception
 
Characteristics 	 ever Safe

married Abstinence Withdrawal g Others 
Swomen ,I period 

Educational attainment
 

Never attended
 
school 4794 31.4 10.7
27.1 17.5 


Less than Primary 1202 30.8 42.3 
 27.5 15.6
 

Completed Primary 
 472 37.9 49.8 32.2 16.3
 

Class VI-VII 
 198 35.3 54.9 40.9 17.1
 

Class VIII-IX 148 41.9 62.8 
 51.3 21.6
 

SSC and HSC 
 98 53.1 71.4 60.2 21.4
 

Degree and above 13 76.9 30.8
53.8 	 76.9 


Employment Status
 

Paid employment 605 41.5
35.0 27.9 15.0
 

Unpaid employment 176 37.5 39.2 
 23.3 13.1
 

Not employed 6150 35.9 12.3
28.6 	 21.8 


Religion
 

Muslim 5989 28.9 21.6
35.7 12.8
 

Non-Muslim 948 73.1 41.5 27.0 
 10.8
 

Region
 

Rajshahi 1602 37.1 10.5
23.2 20.3 


Khulna 1525 29.2 38.6 
 19.8 14.5
 

Ohrr, 2128 32.0 24.6
38.8 14.2
 

Chittagong 1682 31.2 10.4
32.3 	 23.7 
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,FCT1ON - 3 

EVER USE OF TRADITIONAL METHODS OF CONTRACEPTION
 

3.1. Pattern of Ever Use of Traditional Methods
 

Ever users are more likely to have used a modern method
 

than a traditional family planning method. The 1981 CPS
 

data suggest that about 36 percent of ever married women
 

have used at least one contraceptive method. Of this 36
 

percent a little over 15 percent were ever users of tra

ditional methods, whereas 20.4 percent were users of
 

modern methods.
 

3.2. Pattern of Ever Use by Age
 

Table 3.1 displays the percentage of ever married women
 
under 50 years of age who have ever used selected tra

ditional methods of contraception by age. Ever use of
 

traditional methods of family planning increases from
 

age twenty to age 44 and then declines. Among the tra

ditional methods, safe period is more popular than other
 

traditional methods since among the ever users about 17
 

percent were users of safe period.
 

Table-3.1: 	PERCENTAGE OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50 YEARS
 
OF AGE HAVING EVER USED SELECTED TRADITIONAL
 
METHODS OF CONTRACEPTION BY AGE
 

jNo. of
Age Group 
 feverTraditional methods of contraception
g p:mvrr Abstience 
Safe
married Abstinnc period Withdrawal !Others
 
!women Iperi
 

/ 15 159 2.5 2.5 3.1 

15 - 19 1249 3.4 11.3 5.4 0.2
 

20 - 24 1304 7.1 17.2 9.9 0.8
 

25 - 29 1267 6.3 21.6 9.8 2.1
 

30 - 34 936 9.2 19.6 8.2 3.3
 

35 - 39 733 7.5 18.7 5.1 2.6
 

40 - 44 611 10.3 15.4 4.3 2.1
 

45 - 49 678 8.4 16.8 4.1 1.0
 

All 6937 6.9 16.8 7.1 1.6
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3.3. Pattern of Ever Use by Number of Children Ever Born and 
Number of Living Children 

Table 3 .2 arid 3 .3 give the percentage distributions of ever 

married women 
having ever used selected traditional methods
 

of contraception by number of children ever born and number
 

of living children. A comparison of these two tables sug

gests that ever use is relatively higher for the number of
 

living children compared to the number of children ever born.
 

For example, the probability of ever use of a traditional
 

method for a woman with five living children is higher than
 

for a woman with five ever born children. While it is reason

ably safe to assume that use of contraception at parities zero
 

and one is almost purely a reflection of a desire to postpone
 

pregnancy, it is not possible from the data at hand 
to evalu

ate how much of the contraceptive use at subsequent parities
 

is due to spacing purposes, and how much is due to a desire
 

to cease child bearing.
 

Table-3.2: 	PERCENTAGE OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50 YEARS
 
OF AGE HAVING EVER USED SELECTED TRADITIONAL
 
METHODS OF CONTRACEPTION BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN
 
EVER BORN
 

No. of
 
Everb.n ever 

Everborn married women 


0 906 

1 920 

2 873 

3 759 

4 703 

5 643 

6 595 

7 469 

8 401 

9 258 

10 183 

11 107 


12+ 108 


Total 6937 


Traditional methods of contraception
SSafe I Wihra I
 
AbstinenceS Withdrawal: Others
 

period,
 

1.4 6.1 3.9 0.1
 

5.2 14.5 7.9 0.3
 

6.5 18.4 9.3 0.7
 

6.6 18.7 9.8 1.3
 

7.4 21.8 9.5 1.6
 

6.8 19.0 7.6 3.0
 

8.7 18.5 6.9 
 2.5
 

13.2 21.3 6.0 3.8 

8.7 18.0 4.5 2.2 

10.8 17.6 5.5 2.8 

8.0 18.6 2.4 3.8 

8.3 18.0 2.1 2.7
 

12.5 20.0 7.7 
 3.7
 

6.9 16.8 7.1 1.6
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Table-3.3: PERCENTAGE OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50 YEARS
 
OF AGE HAVING EVER USED SELECTED TRADITIONAL
 
METHODS OF CONTRACEPTION BY NUMBER OF LIVING
 
CHILDREN
 

No. of
No. of
living ever Traditional methods of contraception
 
livng married Safe
 

children wAbstinence pei Withdrawal: Others
 
women period
 

0 1069 1.6 6.7 3.8 0.1 

1 1173 5.5 14.8 7.3 0.3 

2 1039 6.6 18.5 9.4 1.0 

3 994 7.8 20.3 9.0 1.6 

4 828 7.9 19.9 7.6 2.1 

5 666 8.9 20.2 7.0 4.9 

6 508 10.0 22.3 8.5 6.9 

7 341 12.3 16.6 3.4 6.7 

8 177 12.3 20.6 4.0 5.0 

9+ 143 10.6 16.6 5.6 9.2 

All 6937 6.9 16.8 7.1 1.6
 

3.4. Pattern of Ever Use by Selected Characteristics
 

The effect of selected background characteristics was also
 

investigated to see the pattern of ever use of traditional
 

methods of contraception. The most consistent finding was
 

a positive association between level of contraceptive use
 

and educational attainment of the women. 2ll educated wo

men showed higher levels of ever use than women with little
 

or no education. For instance, about 38 percent of women
 

who had completed secondary and higher than secondary ever used
 

safe period as compared to ahout 19 percent of women who
 

had less than primary level of education (Table 3.4).
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Emoloyment status of women and ever use of traditional
 

methods did -not show the expected pattern. Women who
 

had unpaid employment were found to have ever used traditional
 

contraceptives at a higher rcte compared with the other cate

gories employment status (Table 3.4).
 

More non-Muslims were found to have ever used traditional
 

methods compared with that of the Muslims (Table 3.4).
 

There was no consistent variation in the ever use rate of tra

ditional methods between the regions '(Table 3.4).
 

3
Table- .4: 	PERCENTAGE OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50 YEARS OF AGE
 
HAVING EVER USED TRADITIONAL METHODS OF CONTRACEPTION
 
BY EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT AND REGION RESIDENCE
 

No.of Any Traditional methods of
 
Selected ever itradi- : Contraception
 

Characteristics married tional Abstin- ;Safe ;With- i Others
 
women :method ience period drawal
 

Educational
 

attainment
 
Never attended
 
school 4794 14.3 6.6 14.5 4.6 1.4
 

Less than primary 1202 15.8 7.3 18.6 8.8 2.2
 

Lompleted primary 472 16.0 7.4 22.9 12.9 1.9
 

Class VI - VII 198 22.1 8.6 27.8 22.2 2.5
 

Class VIIi - IX 148 26.7 6.8 29.1 22.3 2.0
 

SSC and HSC 98 15.9 10.2 37.8 28.6 1.0
 

Degree and 	above 13 13.7 15.4 53.9 30.8 -


Employment 	Status
 

Paid employment 605 15.6 11.4 21.7 9.3 2.0
 

Unpaid employmnt 176 18.2 8.0 18.8 5.1 -


Not employed 6150 15.1 6.4 16.3 6.9 
 1.6
 

Religion
 

Muslim 5989 14.6 6.4 16.1 6.7 1.7
 

Non-Muslim 948 19.2 10.0 21.4 9.9 
 1.0
 

Regions
 

RaJshahi 1602 15.2 8.8 19.4 7.4 
 2.3
 

Khulna 1525 15.7 7.8 17.3 7.2 
 2.0
 

Ohaka 2128 14.5 5.4 16.8 7.3 
 1.8
 

Chittagong 1682 15.9 6.2 14.1 6.5 0.4
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3.5. 	Pattern of Use of Modern Vs. Traditional Methods
 
by Number of Methods Known
 

Table 3.5 presents the number of methods known and ever use
 

of any family planning method. The category for methods
 

known is a mix of both modern and traditional methods. There
 

is a relationship between number of methods known and ever
 

use of contraception. The higher the number of methods known
 

the higher 	the level of ever use of contraception. It might
 

be expected that women who had ever used modern methods are
 

the most likely to have ever used any method . However, the 

data 	in Table 3.5 do not show this pattern.
 

Table-3.5: 	PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN
 
UNDER 50 YEARS OF AGE HAVING EVER USED AT LEAST
 
ONE FAMILY PLANNING METHOD BY NUMBER OF METHODS
 
KNOWN
 

No. of Used any family planning method
 
methods Used at least; Used at least ;Used at least one
 
known one method one modern method: traditiona] method
 

01 .48 .35 .43 

02 .85 .84 .56 

03 3.19 3.01 2.35 

04 5.41 5.04 4.28 

05+ 90.07 90.76 92.38 

Total 100.00 100.00 100.00
 
(N) (2477) (1428) (1614)
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3.6. 	Pattern of Use of Modern Vs. Traditional Methods by Some
 

Selected Demographic and Socio-Economic Characteristics
 

Ever use of any modern method or any traditional methods 

seems hardly affected by age of last child whether living 

or dead. Only women with children living aged less than 

one year show a generally higher level of ever use than 

women with older living children. Similar pattern can be 

found for women with children dead at different ages. It 

is expected that couples who had experienced a child death 

were less likely to be using contraception than couples 

with the same number of live births but no child death. It 

is not reflected in Table 3.6. However, the examination 

of differentials in conx:aceptive practice from cross sec

tional data undoubtedly gives an incomplete picture of the
 

impact of child death on attempts to control fertility
 

period. As such, an examination cannot reveal whether the
 

general level of mortality in an area has an effect on the
 

contraceptive practice of individual couples.
 

Table- 3 .6: 	PERCENTAGE OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50 YEARS
 

OF AGE HAVING EVER USED MODERN VS. TRADITIONAL
 

METHODS OF CONTRACEPTION BY AGE OF THE LAST LIV-


ING CHILD AND THE LAST DEAD CHILD
 

Last living child , Last dead child
 

las ;'Used at1 Used at :Used at :Used Used at Used at
 
lleast least :least at least least one
 

child I
 
(in years) one one mo- :one tra- least :one tradi

(method dern :ditional one modern tional 

:method !method methodlmethod method 

/ 1 19.9 18.8 20.9 26.1 30.0 28.8 

1 4.0 4.0 3.9 8.3 9.2 5.3
 

2 
 15.8 17.3 15.4 8.3 7.1 8.3
 

3 
 10.3 10.5 10.1 8.3 6.1 9.9
 

7.6
7.0 6.1
7.2 8.7 	 7.2
4 


3.8
4.5 5.1
4.6 4.9 4.4 


6+ 18.0 17.0 18.2 20.0 16.3 18.9
 

5 
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3.7. Pattern of Ever Use by Land Ownership
 

Table 3.7 shows the percentage distribution of ever married
 
women who ever used modern Vs. traditional methods of contra

ception by land ownership. There seems to be a significant
 

different in the ever use of contraception by land ownership.
 

It is evident from Table 3.7 that those who owned 
land have
 

a rate twice as high as those who did not own land. 
The dif
ference in the ever use of modern Vs. traditional method of
 
contraception for those owning land compared to those having
 

no land is not large.
 

Table-3 .7: PERCENTAGE OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50 YEARS
 
OF AGE HAVING EVER USED MODERN VS. TRADITIONAL
 
METHODS BY SOME SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS
 

Used any family planning method
 
Selected Ever used Ever used Used at least 
Charac- at least one modern one traditional 
teristics one method method method 

Land Ownership
 

Owned land 67.3 64.5 
 68.3
 

No land 32.7 
 35.5 31.7
 

Educational level
 
of Husband
 

Never attended
 
school 38.5 35.8 
 37.7
 

Less than primary 12.2 11.8 
 12.3
 

Completed primary 8.8 
 8.5 7.9 

Class VI - VII 6.2 6.9 6.0
 

Class VIII - IX 10.7 11.4 10.7
 

SSC and HSC 14.0 15.2 15.1
 
Degree and above 4.7 6.1 
 4.8
 

3.8. Pattern of Ever Use by Husband's Education
 

Husband's education was found to have some independent effect
 

on the contraceptive use. A close inspection of Table 3.7
 

indicates that women whose husbands never attended school had
 

higher level of contraceptive use than women whose husbands
 

had some and more level of education.
 



SECTION - 4 

CURRENT USE OF TRADITIONAL METHODS OF CONTRACEPTION
 

The discussion in this section is focussed entirely 
 on
 
current use of traditional vs. modern methods of contra
ception among currently married women. Table 4.1 shows
 
the percentage distribution of currently married women
 
who are currently using contraception by age. For simp
licity of discussion traditional methods are distinguished
 

from modern methods of contraception. For Bangladesh as
 
a whole 19 percent of currently married women were current
 
users of any method of contraception. 10.9 percent of the
 
currently married women were using 
 modern methods and
 
7.7 percent were using traditional methods.
 

4.1. Current Use by Age
 

At all ages, current use is systematically greater for wo
men who 
are using modern methods than those who using tra
ditional methods (Table 4.1). 
 Percentage of women currently
 
using contraception by modern vs. 
traditional methods share
 
approximately the same pattern by age, 
an inverted 'J' shaped
 
curve that rises from an absolute minimum at age 15-19 which
 
is about 29 percent of the maximum (for modern methods) and
 
49 percent of the maximum (for traditional methods) to 
 a
 
plateau like maximum at 
ages 30-34 for modern methods users
 
and 40-44 for traditional methods users then falling to 
a
 
relative minimum at 
age 45-49.
 

Table-4 .1: PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50
 
YEARS OF AGE USING CONTRACEPTION MODERN VS.
 
TRADITIONAL) DY AGE
 

Age Group Modern Method 
 Traditional Method
 

15-19 
 4.7 
 4.8
 

20-24 9.3 8.3 
25-29 14.6 9.2 
30-34 16.3 9.0 
35-39 14.8 8.4 
40-44 13.7 9.7 
45-49 6.3 6.2 

Total 
 10.9 
 7.7
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4 .2. Current Use by Number of Children Ever Born
 
and Living Children
 

Table 4.2 shows the percentage distribution of currently
 

married women using contraception (modern vs. traditional
 

methods) by number of children ever born and by number of
 

c.ildren living. As it is evident about 2.5 percent of
 

the current users have zero parity in case of modern methods
 
while for traditional methods it is 2.3 percent. The use
 

of contraception (modern methods) increases to a maximum of
 

17.5 percent for women with five living children and then
 

declines. In case of traditional methods users there is
 

no consistent pattern by number of living children. 
 It fluc
tuates from one parity to another parity. There is a ten

dency that women with higher number of living children are
 

likely to be users of traditional methods of contraception.
 

Current contraceptive use among parity one woman is an 
indi

cation of movement toward lowered fertility.
 

Table-4.2: PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50
 
YEARS OF AGE USING CONTRACEPTION (MODERN VS.
 
TRADITIONAL) BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN
 
AND NUMBER OF LIVIt:G CHILDREN
 

No. of Modern Tradi- No f Modern 
children methrn tional children method tional 
ever born method method ever born method
 

0 2.4 2.3 0 2.5 
 2.3
 

1 5.8 6.7 1 5.9 6.3
 

2 10.9 9.1 2 11.4 8.9 
3 14.3 7.7 3 14.6 9.9 

4 12.9 10.0 4 14.7 8.8 
5 15.9 7.8 5 17.5 7.4 
6 15.4 8.5 
 6 14.5 10.9
 

7 15.2 10.0 7 12.1 8.5 

8 12.2 
 9.0 8 10.8 11.3
 
9 
 8.9 7.5 9+ 11.9 11.3
 

10 9.6 11.5
 

11 9.8 5.9
 

12+ 15.0 10.0
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4.3. Socio-Economic Differentials
 

Table 4.3 presents the variation in the percentage of respond
ents currently using modern vs. 
traditional family planning
 
methods with selected socio-economic background characteris
tics of the women. 
 The survey results permit investigation
 

of the relationship between a number of socio-economic vari

ables and current contraceptive use.
 

Table-4.3: PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50
 
YEARS OF AGE USING CONTRACEPTION (MODERN VS.
 
TRADITIONAL METHOD) BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT,

EMPLOYMENT STATUS, LAND OWNERSHIP, RELIGION
 
AND REGION OF RESIDENCE
 

Selected
 
Characteristics 


Modern Method 
 Traditional Method
 

Educational Attainment
 

Never attended school 


Less than Primary 


Completed Primary 


Class VI - VII 


Class VIII - IX 


SSC and HSC 


Degree and above 


Employment Status
 

Paid employment 


Unpaid employment 


Not employed 


Land Ownership
 

Own land 


Does not own land 


Religion
 

Muslim 

Non-Muslim 


Types of Residence
 

Urban 

Rural 


Region
 

RaJshahi 


Khulna 

Dhaka 

Chittagong 


8.6 


12.4 


14.4 


19.6 


24.9 


37.9 


41.7 


16.7 


11.0 


10.5 


10.2 


12.3 


10.0 

16,6 


21.5 

9.8 


6.3
 

8.5
 

10.6
 

16.4
 

15.0
 

21.6
 

26.1
 

10.6
 

15.5
 

7.4
 

8.5
 

6.1
 

7.3
 
10,2
 

7.7
 
7,7
 

13,3 6,6 
18.8 8.7 
12.5 7.2 
5.8 8.5 



4.4. Current Use by Educational Level of Ever Married Women
 

A direct relationship between educational level and current
 

use by modern vs. traditional family planning method is
 

evident from Table 4.3. The prevalence rate increases in
 

case of modern methoos from about 9 percent among women who
 

did not attend school to about 42 percent among women who
 

had degree and above education. The percentage of women
 

who are currently using traditional methods also shows
 

positive association with educational level.
 

4.5. Current Use by Employment Status
 

Current use by employment status (Table4 .3) also shows
 

that female employment has a small positive effect on con

traceptive use rate. Overall, 17 percent of paid employed
 

women are using modern family planning methods compared to
 

11 percent of non-working women. Comparing traditional
 

methods the percentage are 11 and 7 percent among working
 

and non-working women respectively. It is interesting to
 

note that the unpaid employed women had the high3st current
 

use status (15.5 percent) of traditional methods.
 

4 .6. Current Use by Family Land Ownership Status
 

Table 4.3 also indicates there is only a slight difference
 

in current contraceptive use among women who owned land
 

and women did not own land. The percentage of women using
 

modern family planning methods for land owners is 10.2 per

cent and for landless is 12.3 percent. Thus there is a
 

lack of possible relationship between contraceptive preval

ence rate and the land ownership status. When the use of
 

traditional family planning method is considered, one finds
 

that prevalence rate is higher for women who owned land than
 

landless women (8.5 percent as against 6.1 percent).
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4.7. Current Use by Religion
 

The pattern of contraceptive prevalence rate by religion is
 

shown in Table 4.3. The data conform to expections regard

ing general pattern of contraceptive use by religion. Con

traceptive prevalence rates, in both the instances (modern
 

and traditional) are higher for non-Muslim than Muslim women.
 

The difference in the contraceptive prevalence rate between
 

the two religious group is large since 17 percent of the
 

non-Muslim women are current user-as compared to 10 percent.
 

The use of traditional methods between the two religious
 

groups are 7.3 and 10.2 percent respectively.
 

4.8. Current Use by Urban-Rural Residence
 

Table 4.3 shows the urban-rural differentials in the current
 

use of contraception. Although level of knowledge of family
 

planning methods is more or less the same, the urban use
 

rates for modern methods was over 11 percentage points higher
 

than the rural rates. This large difference in contraceptive
 

use in urban-rural areas is probably associated with large
 

differences in education, accessibility and availability of
 

family planning methods, between the two areas. Surprisingly,
 

the use of traditional methods of family planning is the same
 

in both areas.
 

4.9. Current Use by Region of Residence
 

Regional variation in the current use uF cctraception is
 

shown in Table 4.3. Although the use rate of traditional
 

methods by region is more or less the same there is a consi

derable variation in the use of modern family planning me

thods among the regions. For example, the percentage of
 

women who are using modern methods in Rajshahi region is
 

little over 13 percent. The comparable figure in Chittagong
 

region is a little less than 6 percent. The use of tradi

tional methods in Khulna and Chittagong is almost same with
 

women from RaJshahi region is the lowest user.
 



SECMiON - 5 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
 

About 55 percent of the ever married women had the knowledge
 
of at least one traditional method in the 1981 CPS. 
Differ
entiation by rural-urban region shows that 54.6 percent rural
 
and 61.4 percent urban currently married women had the 
 know
ledge of at least one traditional m.thod. 
In general there
 
has been an increasing trend in the 
level of knowledge of
 
traditional methods when the findings of 1981 
CPS are compared
 
with previous national level surveys like, BFS 1975 and CPS
 
1979. 
 However, the 1979 CPS showed a consistent decline in
 
the level of knowledge of various traditional methods when
 
compared with the 1975 BFS and then again there was a sharp
 
increase in the level of knowledge of all the traditional
 
methods in 1981 CPS. 
The fluctuation in the level of know
ledge may be due to the changes in the way the question was
 

framed.
 

The overall level of 
ever use was relatively high in the 1981
 
CPS compared to other studies. 
 Of the total 35.8 percent ever
 
users in 1981 CPS, about 23 percent reported to have ever used
 
traditional methods. 
 The ever use of each of the traditional
 
methods showed a significdnt increases 
over the 1979 CPS. Among
 
the traditional methods safe period was found to be most popu
lar compared to the other traditional methods.
 

The safe period was relatively more practiced by the 
 ever
 
married women of 25-29 years age group and abstinence was
 
observed to be more practiced among elderly 
ever married
 
women aged between 40-44.
 

In general, the level of education of the women showed a posi
tive relationship with the ever use rate of traditional methods.
 
The higher was the level of education, the higher was the rate
 
of use of traditional methods. 
However, husband's level of
 
education did not 
show any significant relationship with the
 
ever use of traditional methods.
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The ever use rate of traditional methods was more than doubled
 
among the women owning land compared to those having no land.
 

The total current users were found to be 18.6 percent in the
 
1981 CPS of which 10.9 percent were using modern methods of
 
contraception and the remaining 7.7 percent were practicing
 

traditional methods.
 

The current use rate of traditional methods was highest
 
among women aged between 40-44 years having relatively
 

higher number of living children.
 

As with the current use rate, a positive relationship was
 
observed between the socio-economic variables and ever use.
 
In general, we may conclude that socio-economic variables
 

played a dominant role in the decision of the couples in
 

choosing various methods of contraceptives.
 

Although less effcctive, a good proportion of women were 
current users of traditional methods of contraception.
 

It is very difficult to identify the determinants of
 
current use~of traditional methods. 
A part of this expla
nation may be attributed to wide spread knowledge of alter

native contraceptive methods and choice to suit Individual
 

needs and preferences. 
 Since use of modern methods of
 
family planning is still considerably low the importance
 

of the use of traditional methods of contraceptives should
 

not be looked down upon.
 


