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Figure 1. AGE SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES, BY PERIOD
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The Impact of Infant Hortality

Of a1l the children born alive to ever-married women (mean = 4.5, only
80 per cent are currvently alive (mean - 3.6). The proportion of Tive
births SUrVIviig Aecrease, consistently with increasing age of the
mother, from 9¢ per cent fur women 15-19 years of age to 74 per cent for
women 45-49 voars o agee This decline i, partly due to the Tonger
Lxposure time to the risg of death by children of older women and partly
Lo a probably decline oy intant and child mortalily in more recent
years. The <urvey datg put the infant mortality rate for 1970-71 at 115
per 1000, white for 1974-75 itis calculated at 9o per 1000,
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In conclusion, it seems that women prefer to have families which are
balanced with respect to the sex of children, with a <light preference
for boys if that balance has already been attained,

SEX PREFERENCE FOR WOMIN WITH 2 CHILDREHN

Family Composition Prefers Boy Prefers Girl Either

Per Cent

2 Boys 4.7 85.3 10.0
2 Girls 88.4 1.4 10.2
1 Boy and 1 Girl 36.9 22.4 40.7 .

Total Number ot Children Desired

The total number of children desired averages 3.8 for all currently

married women, The direct relationship with number of surviving children

is fairly strong, thus throwing some doubt on the validity of the responses,
and probably affects the differentials observed for place of residence,
degree of urbanization and level of education. However, women with less
than three surviving children desire a total of about three, a figure

may represent betier the number of children desired by Peruvian women
beginning to form families,
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Total Humber Desired 3.3 2.9 3.1 3.7 4.1 4.2 4.6 4.8 4.9 5.2 3.8

3.1 CONTRACEPTIVE KNOWLEDGE AND USE

Women were first asked whether they knew or had heard of ways or methods
Lo avoid pregnancy. Any method mentioned was considered to be a method
known to the woman. After that, she was given a short description of

each method not mentioned by her and was asked whether she had heard of
that specific method. From the answers to these two questions the figures
which follow in this section were obtained. Knowledge of a method is,
therefore, not indicative of an understanding of the efficiency and proper
use of that method.

3.2 KNOWLEDGE OF CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS

1 all ever-married women, 42 per cent had heard of at least one contra-
ceptive method. Only about 4 per cent had only heard of inefficient
methods. Knowledge is highest in the age groups 20-34, with figures of
well over 85 per cent; it is lowest in the age groups 45-49, with oly
71 per cent. With respect to individual methods, the best known mei 1od

is the pill (63 per cent) closely followed by injection (61 per centy,
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female sterilization (59 per cent), and rhythm (55 per cent). The least
well-known method is male sterilization, with only 19 per cent reporting
knowledge.

It is worthwhile to note that the data from a fertility survey done in
1969 (PECFAL-R) indicated only 28 par cent knew of the pill and 6 per
cent of injection. With respect to other methods, knowledge ranged from
10 per cent to 4 per cent. These figures are an indication of the
important increase in knowledge which has taken place in the 8 years
preceding the survey,

There are major differentials in bnowledge of any method of contraception
according to region of residence, degree of urbanization, and educational
lTevel. The Metropolitan Lima area has by far the highest level of
knowledge (98 por cent), while in the Southern region of the country,
only 71 per cent of women have heard of a method. Knowledge in rural
areas is only 61 per cent. Uomen with no education are at the bottom

end of a continuously rising scale with 53 per cent, while women with
secondary or higher education are at the top end with 99 per cent.

3.3 PAST USC OF CONTRACEPTION

Of all cver-married women, 49 per cent fave used a method of contraception
at some stage in their lives. With respect to aqe, the proportion of
users follows the typically inverted U shape; with ever-use highest in

the 30-34 year age group (59 per cent) ond lowest in the 15-19 and 45-49
year 1ge groups, 32 per cent and 33 per cent, respectively.

Women with less than 4 living children have used contraceptives to about
the same extent as have women with 4 or more living children (50 per

cent anc 47 per cent, respectively). There are similarly small differences
according to the age of the woman within these family size groups.

In order of importance the main methods ever used are rhythm (27 per
cent), withdrawal {17 per cent), douche (15 per cent), and the pill (13
per cent). Lver-use of the 1UD is only 3 per cent, as is ever-use of
female sterilization.

Ever-use of any method is highest in Metropolitan Lima (75 per cent) and
lowest in the southern area (30 per cent), with the other regions at
Tevels of less than b0 per cent.

According Lo degree of urbanization, there exists a linear relationship
with Lima at the top with 7% per cent and rural arcas at the bottom with
20 per cent only. The same type of relationship exists according to the
lTevel of education of the woman, with women with secondary or higher
education at 81 per cent and women with a0 education at 19 per cent,

3.4 CURRENT USE OF CONTRACEPTION
Data on current use are calculated over "exposed" women, that is to say,
non-pregnant, currently married women without a fecundity impairment.

Contraceptively sterilized women are included as exposed. Overall 41
per cent of the exposed women are currently using contraceptives.
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Thirty-nine per cent of the children did not have any medical check-up
during their first months of life: sthaty-three per cent for those of
women with no education against 12 por cent for those ot women with
secondary or higher education,



