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Afghanistan~~Floods ----- --· 
1'ata 

Date: July 4-6 and l\ugust 18-19, 1978 

Location: Provinces of Parwan, Konar, wardak, Fabul, Paktia, Logar, 
Gha?.ni, Zabul, Orozqan, Nan<;Jarhar, and Laqhman 

Dead: Estimated 120 

Injured: Estimated 140 

People Affected: 264,044 including 7,500 (1,500 families) homeless 

Damaqe: Loss estimated at $52,395,000; included 60 public 
buildings, 9,854 private homes, 23,450 kms canals, 

The·oisaster 

7~4 kms springs, 307 kms roads, 10 bridges, 16 culverts, 
rice (estimated 4,000 tons), wheat (estimated 650,000 
tons), livestock and poultry (8,000 head), veqetables 
(estimate(! 240 tons), 800,000 fruit trees, and other 
farmland 

River floodinq from rainfall and snowmelt is a normal occurrence in 
i\fqhanistan. 

Heavy monsoon rainfall caused flash flooding. Many houses were washed 
away; fruit trees were uprooted; livestock were drowned; and stored crops 
were lost. The flood water deposited heavy silt in wells, natural 
sprinqs, and irrigation canals and damaged roads, culverts, and bridges. 
Repair of irriqation systems before the September sowing was of crimarv 
concern. 

~ctjon·Taken·by·the·J'.'emocrat]~pablis·of·Afqhanistan·and·the·Afqhan·Ped·ere~nt 

The Off ice of 8rnerqency Preparedness, thouqh off to a slow start due to 
a lack of logistical support, disbursed afghanis 14 million (=approximately 
U.S. $358,975) of its annual allocation of afqhanis 25 million, for assistance 
to the flood victims. The 264 ,044 people eligible to rece iv·e a id were each 
given a 75-day ration of 30 kq wheat, 1.5 kg edible oil, 3 blankets, and 3 
pairs of shoes. The remaining afqhanis 11 million (U.S. $282,051) were to 
be used for cash contributions to those rebuilding their h0mes. 

Three teams com9osed of the representatives of the Off ice of Emergency 
Preparedness and the Ministries of Public Health, Public Works, Information 
and Culture, and Agriculture, were sent to the disaster areas to assess 
the damage and type of assistance required. 
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-- From its stocks and through local purchases the Afghan Red Crescent and 
its local branches were able to distribu~e 340 tents, 2,274 blankets, 
clothing, shoes, cloth, 40 tons of food, matting, household utensils, 
medicines and firewood. The Red Crescent spent at least $135,798 for 
the relief operation. 

-- The Afghan Red Crescent launched an appeal through the League of Red 
Cross Societies for additional food and relief items and for qoods to 
replace their drawn down stocks. In all, the appeal was for: 2,000 
tons rice, 3,500 tons wheat, 200 tons milk po\'.Uer, 300 tons vegetable 
oil, 1,200 tents, 12,000 blankets, 2,010,000 meters cloth, 1,000 'f'.'flirs 
shoes, 1,000 sets household utensils, 500 first-aid kits, 2,000 s0uare 
meters of matting, medicaments, clothing for 2,000 peo~le, and about 
$ 1 million in cash. 

TOTAL - $776,824 

Assistance·Prov*~ed~pz:.!:he·tlnite.9·~tates·Government·(tlS~) 

-- On July 16, 1978, the American Ambassador to Afghanistan, A. Oubs, 
determined that a disaster of such a maqnitude as to warrant USG 
assistance had occurred in Afghanistan.· 

A check for $25,000 was presented to the Afghan Red Crescent through 
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. 

TOTAL - $25,000 

Assistance·Provided·by·tl;·s;-volantary·p,qencies 

CARE provided 311 rolls of liqhtweight cotton cloth that could be used 
for medical dressings to the Afghan Red Crescent. The value of these 
supplies was put at $4,200. 

-- The Fabul American Community contributed ~l,000. 

'!Ul'AL - $5,200 

Assistance·Provided·by·the·Jnternational·eommanity 

tlnited·Nations·svstem 

-- Office of the Uniteci Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator -- services of a 
disaster specialist arrl $20,000 through UNICEF for the purchase of 7 water 
pumps 

-- UNICEF -- $100,000 for relief supplies and transportation 

-- World Food Program -- 9,600 tons wheat and 480 tons oil valued at $1 million 

Organizations 

-- The League of Red Cross Societies (L£CROSS) coordinated the international 
appeal of the Afghan Red Crescent and sent a delegate to Afghanistan. 
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Governments 

Canada -- $20,747 throuqh the Red Cross 

Federal Pepublic of Germany -- DM 50,000 (= approximate~y U.S. $25,000) 
and 200 pumps 

-- German Democratic Republic -- $1,000,000 to the Afqhan Red Crescent 

-- Iran -- $10,000 to the ~fqhan Feel Crescent 

-- Norway -- $53,527 throuqh the Red Cross 

-- Pakistan -- 5,000 tons rice, 2,000 blankets, 500 milk tins, arrl 5 
tons 'tled ic ines 

-·- Saudi Arabia -- oledae of $5 ,000 ,000 

-- United rinqdom -- -EilO,UOO (=approximately U.S. $18,222) in cash 

-- USSP. -- 3,000 blankets and food plus (for Badakshan Province) 300 
tons rice, 100 tons sugar, 300 tons flour, and 40 toris oil 

_yolunta!y·Agencies 

Australian Ped Cross -- 2,331 in cash 

Canadian Red Cross -- $4,298 in cash 

-- Czechoslovakian Ped Cross -- $42,282 in kind 

-- Danish Ped Cross -- $5,928 in cash and $4,485 in kind 

Federal Republic of Germany Fed Cross --200 tents valued at $18,568 

Finnish Ped Cross -- $7,785 in kind 

French Red Cross -- 600 blankets valued at $7,682 

-- German Oemocratic Pepublic Ped Cross -- ~163,454 in kind 

Hungarian Red Cross -- $31,731 in kind 

Indian Red Cross -- $12,270 in cash 

Iranian Red Lion and Sun -- $10,136 in cash 

-- Japanese Ped Cross -- $2,711 in cash 

-- ~orean Red Cross -- $963 in cash 
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-- Monaco Red Cross -- $676 in cash 

-- Netherlands Red Cross -- $4,742 in cash 

-- New Zealand Red Cross -- 250 blankets and Sl,003 in cash 

-- Norweqian Red Cross -- $31,654 in cash 

South African Ped Cross -- $333 in cash 

Spanish Red Cross -- $1,999 in cash 

-- Swedish Red Cross -- $5,435 in cash 

-- Swiss Red Cross -- $6,150 in cash 

-- Turldsh Red Crescent -- $47,718 in kind 

-- United ~in~dom Ped Cross -- Ll,000 (= aproxirnately $1,822) in cash 

-- USSR Red Cross -- $77,060 in kind 

TOTAL - $2,740,712 


