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This report presents the findings from the Egypt

Contraceptive Prevalence Survey conducted by the-

Popalation and Fawmily Planning Board in Noyember and
December 1980. The survey is part of an ongoing

worldwide Contraceptive Prevalence Sarvey (CPS) project

designed to instituticnalize the monitoring of levels of
contraceptive awareness, availability and use in order
to provide an improved data base for evaluating family
pleaning programs. C .

Additional information on this survey or on familyA

plenning activities in Egypt can be obtained from the

Population and Family Planning Board, P.0. Box 1036,

Cairo, Egypt.

Questions concerning t*he international Contraceptive
Prevalence Survey program should be addressed to:
Contraceptive Prevalence Survey Project, Westinghouse
Health Systems, P.C. Box 866, Columbia, Maryland 21044,
U.S.A. (Telex Number 87775).
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FOREWORD

In late 1980, the Population and Family Plsnning Board (FFPB) fielded a
sample survey in rural areas, the Egypt Contraceptive Prevalence Survey (ECPS),
in collaboration with Westinghouse Health Systems. This survey was an attempt
to fill the gap in data required to monitor and evaluate major population
parsmeters, in particular contraceptive behavior and attitudes, in rural Egypt.
The rural focus of the survey reflectes our recent emphasis on rural develop-

ment in efforts to achieve increased contraceptive prevalence rates.

Data from the ECPS provide information {m levels of hontraceptive know-
ledge, use and continuation and their. determinants, in addition to information
on fertility levels, attitudes and their trends and differentials in rural
Egypt. The survey results also allow us to evaluate the perceived availability
and accessibility of family planning services among the rural population.
Moreover, the timing of the ECPS made it possible to obtain baseline data for
the PFPB's on-going Population and Development Project (PDP) in rural commun-
ities in which promotion of family planning is an integtal aspect.

The findings of this survey have proven to be critically important to
PFPB, other government agencies and a2ll those interested in Egyptian population
policy. The PFPB is confident in the accuracy and quality of the data cel-
lected and hopes that the findings will be widely disseminated and studied.

The PFPB appreciates the cooperation of USAID and Westianghouse Health

Systems without whose assistance this valuahle project would have not material-

ized.

Aziz Bindary
Chairman

Population and Family Planning Board
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

The Arab Republic of Egypt is one of the most densely populated countries
on the African continent. Although the total land area of Egypt is more than
one million square kilometers, only about five percent of this area is suitable
for cultivation or habitation, the rest being desert. As a result, the vast
majority of Egypt's 1981 population of more than 43 million pei..ons is crowded
onto the narrow Nile Valley in the South or lives in the densely scttled HNile
delta in the North. Overall, the population density in Egypt exceeds 800

persons per square kilometer of inhabitable land.

The very high population density in Egypt is compounded by a rapid rate of
growth. Current estimates place the annual rate of Egyptian population growth
at nearly three percent, a rate that, if maintained, will result in the popu-
lation doubling over the next 25 years. In the Egyptian context of scarce land
resources and high population density, the issues of the country's population

size and its rate of growth take on truly national importance.

POPULATION POLICY ANI) PROGRAMS IN EGYPT!

Egypt's concern with its growing population was evident as early as 1939
when the Ministry of Social Affairs was established with a -onsideration of the
population problem as one of its main functions. These early governmental
activities were followed in 1945 by the initiatives of the El-Maady Child Vel-
fare Center and the Cairo Women's Club in family planning service delivery.
The establishment of the National Population Commission in 1953 reflected
continuing governmental concern with the population problem. Under the
auspices of the Commission, which was the forerunner of the Egyptian Family

Planning Association, family planning clinics were set up in both urban and

1 Background information on population activities in Egypt is drawn from
Bindary, 1978, 1980a and 1980b; Gupte, 1979; Khalifa, Sayed and El-Khorazaty,
1981; and Kelley, Khalifa and El-Khorazaty, 1982.
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rural areas. The 1962 National Charter recognized population growth as the
main obstacle to raising living standards in Egypt and supported efforts to
pursue solutions to the population problem.

Building on these initial efforts, national population policy in Epypt has
passed through three well-defined phases. In 1964, the National Population
Commission proposed basic population policy principles for Egypt in which the
primary cause of the population problem was attributed to sccio-economic
factors In dealing with the problem, it was emphasized that the spatial
distribution and the composition of the population had to be taken into con-
sideration as well as rapid growth. Socio-economic development, family
planning and emigration were the three areas in which actions were recommended
to deal with Egypt's population problem. Since development was considered to
be the responsibility of other govzrnment departments, and emigration was seen
as relying on uncontrolled outside circumstances, the policy formulated by the

Commission addressed itself solely to family planning action.

During the subsequent period (1965~1973), attention was focused on the
provision of family planning services on the assumption that if couples were
provided with adequate information and contraceptive supplies, they would adopt
family planning. The Supreme Council for Family Planning, an interministerial
commission, was established in 1965 to coordinate family planning activities,
and the Executive Board of Family Planning was set up in 1966 to organize the
delivery of family planning services through the government's health and social
service infrastructure. The number of outlets from which modern contraceptive

methods could be obtained expanded from less than 100 to 1,000 units.

The Board's role was altered in 1973 from a traditional executive body to
that of a planning, coordinating, monitoring and evaluating agency. At the
same time, national population policy in Egypt entered a second phase in which
the focus was broadened from a concentration on family planning service pro-
vision to a greater emphasis on the holistic nature of the population issue and
on the importance of socio-economic development as a key element in efforts to
reduce fertility levels in Egypt. Reflecting this emphasis, the Council’s name
was changed to the Supreme Council for Population and Family Planning (SCPFP)
and the Board's name to the Population and Family Planning Board (PFPB).



A third phase in the evolution of population policy in Egypt emerged in
1975 when the PFPB adopted what may be termed a '"comprehensive approach” to
Egypt's population needs. This approach integrates population and development
planning and is aimed at inducing, or even precipitating, behavioral changes
consistent with small family norms through the manipulatior of socio-economic
activities at the 1ncal level. 1In keeping with this strategy, the Board
launched the Population and Development Project (PDP) in rural areas in Egypt
in 1977.

The PDP is a community-based program designed to reduce population growth
and improve the quality of life in rural areas through a number of interrelated
development activities. The PDP attempts simultaneously to: (1) increase the
quality of health and social services; (2) improve sanitation; (3) raise the
status of women; (4) promote small-scale industry and the mechanization of
agriculture; (5) facilitate access to urban areas; (6) institute cultural
activities; and (7) promote information dispersion and communication through
community institutions. Essential elements in this program are the upgrading
of the managerial capabilities of local councils and village officials as well
as the encouragement of community participation in project activities. The
promotion of family planning is an integral aspect of the PDP with community-
based family planning workers (Raiyda Riyfia) providing both information and

services in the villages.

Following the initial PDP experiment, a national population, human re-
source development, and family planning strategy for Egypt was developed and
approved by the Supreme Council in December 1980 (Supreme Council, 1980). The
strategy stresses three programmatic areas: (1) the upgrading of family plan-
ning services, {(2) the institution of community-based socio-economic programs
conducive to family planning practice, and (3) the strengthening of population
education and IEC programs which aim at fertility behavior change, small family

norms and contraceptive practice.

An important aspect of recent population policy has been the extensive
decentralization of responsibility for population activities and the develop-
ment of incentive structures for local government to establish programs for

reducing population growth. The emphasis shifted toward rewarding outcomes



(fertility reduction) as distinct from stressing intermediate activities (con-
traceptive sales). The policy aims at reducing the birth rate in Egypt from
more than 40 births to 20 births per thousand populatior by the year 2000 by
raising the level of contraceptive practicez, upgrading health and sanitatien
services, developing a comprehensive emigration strategy, and improving the
composition and distribution of the population. The policy takes the community
as its platform for action, and programs are designed to transfer the responsi-
bility for implementing popuvlation and family planning policy to the local
community.

EGYPT CONTRACEPTIVE PREVALENCE SURVEY

In 1980, the Population and Family Planning Board (PFPB) recognized the
need for a sample survey in rural Egypt which would provide fertility and
family planning data needed as baseline measures in efforts to evaluate the
impact of Population and Developucout Project a.tivities. Although both the
1979 Rural Fertility Survey and the 1980 Egyptian Fertility Survey collected
information on fertility levels and attitudes and contraceptive knowledge and
use among married women of reproductive age in rural Egypt, these surveys had
not been explicitly designed to include the Population and Development Project
as a stratifying variable in their sample selection process. The results of
those surveys could not, consequently, be directly used to monitor the effect
of the PDP. The PFPB decided, therefore, co field the Egypt Contraceptive
Prevalence Survey (ECPS) as part of its efforts to investigate changes in
fertility and family planning behavior and attitudes in rural Egypt in response
to the PDP.

The specific objectives of the ECPS included:

0 to provide information on rural fertility levels and family
size desires and their determinants

o to collect data on current levels of contraceptive knowledge,
use, and continuation, and their determinants, in rural Egypt

o to investigate the perceived availability and accessibility of
family planning services for the rural population



o to evaluate the familiarity with the Populztion and Develop-
mznt Project and participation in the program activities among
people liwving in PDP villages in rural Zgypt.

In sum, the ECPS was designed to assist the PFPB in the formulation of
population policy and programs based on factual data. The survey findings were
also intended to be a major component in an on-going research program designed

to evaluate the Population and Development Project.

SETTING FOR THE ECPS

The ECPS was limited to rural areas in Egypt. At the time of the 1976
population census, approximately 20.6 rillion people lived in rural Egypt. The
population in 1976 represented an increase of almost three million in the
number of rural inhabitants over the 1966 census figures in which nearly 17.7
million people were counted in rural areas. Table 1.1 documents that, despite
the substantial intercensal growth in the rural areas, there has been a steady
shift of population from the countryside to the cities in Egypt. Overall, the

proportion of Egypt's population that is rural declined from 63 percent in 1960
to 56 percent in 1976.

Table 1.1

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION LIVING IN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS,
EGYPT 1960-1976

Census Year Urban Rural Total Population
(000's)

1960 37.4 62.6 26,085

1966 40.5 59.5 30,076a

1976 43.9 56.1 38,228

3This figure includes an estimated 1.6 million Egyptians living abroad.
Source: CAPMAS, 1978.



Table 1.2 compares selected demographic and socio-economic characteristics
of the rural and urban populations in Egypt derived from the 19/6 census
results. Figures in Table 1.2 show that the rural population is generally
characterized by a younger age structure, lower sex ratio, and « higher rate of
illiteracy than the urban population. The marital distribution also differs in

that the proportion never married is much higher for the urban population.

Table 1.2

SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION, BY URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE,
EGYPT, 1976

Characteristic Total Urban Rural

Age Distribution (in percent)

Population Under 6 Years 17.3 15.4 18.8
Population 6-64 Years 79.1 8l1.4 77.3
Population 65 Years and Older 3.6 3.2 3.9
Sex Ratio 103.6 105.2 102.5
Educational Status (10 years and older, in percent)

Illiterate 56.3 39.2 70.4
Completed Primary Education or More 21.3 34.3 10.6
Maritai Status (16 years and older, in percent)

Currently Married 65.1 61.2 68.5
Never Married 25.6 31.1 21.0
Divorced 0.8 0.9 0.8
Widowed 8.4 6.8 9.7

Source: CAPMAS, 1978.

Within rural Egypt itself there are significant cultural, social and
demographic differences between the populations living in Lower Egypt, which
comprises the wide alluvial delta spreading fanlike from Cairo northward co the
Mediterranean coast, and Upper Egypt, which includes the narrow scrip of cul-
tivated land on either side of the Nile stretching from the rataract at Aswan
to Cairo (F.gure 1.1). More than one-half of the rural population in Egypt is
concentrated in Lower Egypt, while 43 percent reside in Upper Egypt (Table
1.3).



FIGURE 1.1
Map of Egypt
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Table 1.3

THE LISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY REGION AND URBAN-RURAL RESIDEHCE,
EGYPT, 1976

Region Total Urban Rural
Total 36,626,204 16,036,402 20,589,801
Urban Governorates 7,848,446 7,848,446 -
Lower Egypt 15,842,076 4,176,691 11,665,385
Upper Egypt 12,672,828 3,866,586 8,806,242
Frontier Governorates 262,854 144,680 118,174

Source: CAPMAS, 1978.

Historically, the cultural dichotomy between Upper and Lower Egypt has
been one of the most important influences on Egyptian civilization; Egypt
itself was a double kingdom for many centuries (Patrick, 1972). Table 1.4,
wvhich compares a number of demographic indicators drawn from 1976 census data
for the rural population in Upper and Lower Egypt, shows that significant
regional differentials continue in modern times in Egypt. The population
density in rural areas in Upper Egypt--748 inhabitants per square kilometer--is
significantly higher than in rural areas in Lower Egy?t where the average
number of inhabitants is 534. 1In rural Lower Egypt, the crude birth rate was
estimated to be 39.3 births per 1000 population in 1976. The comparable figure
for rural Upper Egypt is 45.5 births, indicating that fertility levels are
higher in Upper than in Lower Egypt. Mortality levels also appear to be higher
in rural areas in Upper than in Lower Egypt. The estimate of the infant mor-
" tality rate in Upper Egypt in 1976 was 152.6 children per 1000 births, while in
Lower Egypt the rate was slightly less than 100.

Although the population in rural Egypt is in general poorly educated, the
data in Table 1.4 suggest that both males and females in rural areas in Upper
Egypt are somewhat less likely to be literate or, if literate, to have com-
pleted primary school than those in rural areas in Lower Egypt. Proportion-

ately more of the rural population 15 years 'nd older are also employed in

agricultural occupations in Upper than in Lowe gypt.



Table 1.4

SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF THE KURAL POPULATION, UPPER AND LOWER EGYPT,
1976

Characteristic Upper Egypt Lower Egypt
Population Deusity (per sq. km.)a 749 534
Crude Birth ltate’ 39.3 45.5
Infant Mortality Rate® 152.6 99.7

Educational Status (10 years and over, in petcent)a

Males
Illiterate 61.7 50.1
Completed Primary Education or More 15.1 21.4
Females
Illiterate 89.4 83.4
Completed Primary Education or More 4.9 7.4

Occupation (15 years and older, in percent)a
Working in Agriculture 32.3 29.4

®pata derived from 1976 Census results (caPMAaS, 1978).
bEstimate included in National Academy of Science, 1982, p.l17.

“Estimate included in National Academy of Science, 1982, p.l4.

ORGANIZATIONAL FRAMEWORK AND SURVEY TIMETABLE

The 1980 Egypt Contraceptive Prevalence Survey (ECPS) was executed under
the supervision of the Population and Family Planning Board (PFPB) in col-
laboration with Westinghouse Health Systems (WHS). The staff of the PFPB was
responsible for the planning, organization and implementation of the survey.

WHS personnel provided technical assistance and consultation.



The following schematic diagram presents the organizational structure of
the Egypt CPS.

FIGURE 1.2
Organization of the ECPS Staff
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Table 1.5 presents the survey timetable. A total of 25 months was spent
in preparing for and carrying out the field work for ECPS and in processing and

analyzing results for the project report.

THE ECPS SAMPLE

Sampie Design

The sampling plan for the ECPS called for a self-weighting sample of all
ever-married women aged 15-49 years living in rural Egypt. The village was the
primary sampling unit (PSU) in the three-stage design. Participation in the

Population and Development Project (PDP) was an explicit criterion in the

10



TABLE 1.5
SURVEY TIMETABLE

ACTIVITIES STARTING DATE DURATION
General Preparation March 1980 2 months
Questionnaire Design May 1980 2 months
Preparation of Training

Materials and Survey Forms June 1981 2 months
Pretest July 1980 1 month
Questionnaire Finalization August 1980 2 months
Printing Survey Materials August 1980 2 months
Sample Selection (Mapping) August 1980 3 months
Recruitment of Staff September 1980 1 month
Training Listing Staff September 1980 1 week
Listing October 1980 1 month
Re-listing November 1980 1 month
Training of Supervisors October 1980 1 week
Training of Interviewers October 1980 2 veeks
Field Work November 1980 2 months
Office Editing November 1980 3 months
Reinterviewing December 1980 1 month
Coding December 1980 2 months
Keypunching December 1980 2 months
Computer Editing January 1981 2-% months
Preliminary Report April 1981 3 weeks
Detailed Tabulations May 1981 5 months
Report Writing October 1981 9 months
Editing and Printing of

the Report July 1982 5 months

11



grouping of the villages included in the sample frame. In addition the dur-
ation of exposure to the PDP as well as region of residence (Upper and Lower
Egypt) were taken into zccount in the stratification of villagee., The selec~
tion of villages in each stratum was carried out independently from that in the
other strata, and villages were chosen systematically with probabilities pro-
portional to their population size in the 1976 censust2 Table 1.6 shows the
distribution of the 124 PSUs by sampling strata.

Table 1.6

THE DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES SELECTED IN THE SAMPLE FOR THE EGYPT
CONTRACEPTIVE PREVALENCE SURVEY BY POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
(PDP) STATUS AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

PDP Status Total Upper Egypt Lower Egypt
Total Sample 124 51 73
PDP 61 25 36
More than 2 years 25 12 13
2 years or less 36 13 23
NONPDP 63 26 37

In the second stage, maps for the selected villages were obtained and
divided into small areas or segments. In each village, the segments were
enumerated in a serpentine order from North to South, and a sauple was selected
with probability proportional to the size of constructed area in the segment.

The number of segments chosen in each village varied from 2 to 6.

After each selected segment was updated and a household listing obtained,
a systematic random sample of households was carried out. This final stage of
the sample selection process resulted'im the selection of 5,227 households.
The design called for all ever-married women aged 15-49 to be interviewed in

the sampled households.

2 A more detailed discussion of the sample design for the ECPS is included

in Appendix A.
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Outcome of the Fleld Work

Table 1.7 summarizes the outcome of field work in the Bgypt CPS. A total
of 5,049 households out of the 5,227 houscholds in the sample were successfully
contacted during the survey, representing an overall response rate of 96.6
percent. The household response rate was slightly higher in Lower Egypt (97.2
percent) than in Upper Egypt (95.8 percent). By governorate, it ranked from a
low of 91 percent in Aswan to 99 percent in Damietta.

Table 1.7
SUMMARY OF RESULTS, EGYPT CONTRACEPTIVE PREVALENCE SURVEY, 1980

Househoids Eligible Women
Region and
Response Fumber  Response
Governorate Sample Number Sample
Rate Inter.- Rate
Size  Contacted (Percent) Size viewed (Percent)
Total Sample 5,227 5,049 96.6 5,484 5,313 96.9
Upper Egypt 2,369 2,270 95.8 2,567 2,484 96.8
Giza 305 294 96.4 353 336 95.2
Beni-Suef 351 341 97.2 357 344 96.4
Fayoum 230 226 98.3 217 213 98.2
Menva 312 304 97.4 307 303 98,7
Assiut 348 333 95.7 390 382 97.9%
Souhag 355 331 93.2 385 368 95.6
Kena 340 324 95.3 406 393 97.0
Aswan 128 117 91.4 152 145 95.4
Lower Egypt 2,858 2,779 97.2 2,917 2,829 917.0
Damietta 135 134 99.3 122 114 93.4
Dakahlia 465 459 98.7 492 486 98.8
Sharkia 533 509 95.5 565 520 92.0
Kalyubia 267 261 97.8 272 266 97.8
Kafr-El-Sheikh 215 213 99.1 232 232 100.0
Gharbia 415 391 94.2 429 420 97.9
Menoufia 416 406 97.6 349 349 100.0
Behera 388 383 98.7 439 426 97.0
Ismalia 24 23 95.8 17 16 94.1

A total of 5,484 eligible women were identified in the households con~
tacted by the CPS field teams, an average of 1.09 women per household. Inter-
views were completed with 5,313 (96.9 percent) of the eligible women. The
individual response rates for Upper and Lower Egypt were almost identical (96.8
percent and 97.0 percent, respectively). By governorate, the rate was lowest
in Sharkia (92 percent) and highest in Menoufia and Kafr-El1-Sheikh {100

percent).
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QUESTIONNAIR.! DESIGN AND PRETEST

The ECPS Questionnalre

The questionnaire for the Egyptian CPS included three major parts:

(a) Vomen's schedule. All women in the age range 15-55 years who lived
in the household were listed in the women's schedule. Items of information
collected for each woman included: age, residence, marital status.

(b) HMigration module. A series of questions were asked in each household
to provide information on household members who had recently migrated from or
returned to the village and on household members' intentions to migrate,

(¢) Individual questionnaire. An individual questionnaire was assigned
for every eligible woman identified in the women's schedule. Eligible respond-
ents were defined as ever-married women aged 15-49 years. The individual
questionnaire was adapted from the model questionnaire developed for th= inter-
national Contraceptive Prevalence Survey Program. It included six sections
covering the following areas:

- respondent characteristics pu—

~ reproductive behavios

- contraceptive knowledge, use, continuation and availability
- attitudes toward fertility and family planning

- husband's characteristics

- Population and Development Project activities

Pretest

Following a one week training course, six experienced female interviewers
participated in a pretest of the ECPS questionnaire in July 1980. A total of
212 interviews were completed during the pretest which was carzied out in two
villages not included in the ECPS sample. On the basis of the pretest results,
some relatively minor modifications were made in the survey questionnaire. The
interviewer's instructions were simplified and the wording of some questions,

particularly those in the continuation module, was altered.

An English translation of the final Arabic language questionnaire is
included in Appendix B.
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FIELD ACTIVITIES

Listing

The sampling plan for the ECPS required that all households in the sample
segments in the 124 villages in the survey be listed prior to the selection of
the household sample. Twenty-two males with previous survey experience were
recruited to conduct the household listing. They attended a one week training
course which included classroom instruction, demonstrations and practical field
experience. Following their training, the listers were organized into four

teams, each team composed of a supervisor and four to five enumerators.

The listing operation was carried out in October 1980. On average, the
teams were able to complete the listing in a village in two days. After the
completion of the initial listing, 32 out of 124 villages were assigned to
different teams for relisting as a quality control measure. Matching proce-
dures generally indicated a one-to-one correspondence between the households
enumerated in the two lists. In the fes cases where there were unexplained
differences between the listing and relisting, a third visit was made to the

village to resolve the discrepancies.

Training of Field Work Staff

A three week training course was organized in October 1980 for ECPS field
staff. Thirteen candidates (male) were recruited and trained initially for
nine field supervisor positions. The training imvolved a detailed review of
the questionnaire and of the role and responsibilities of field supervisors.
Following their training and selection, the team supervisors participated in

the interviewer training.

The interviewer training involved classroom discussion of the CPS ques-
tionnaire, extensive role playing experience and two days of practice inter-

views in the field. At the completion of the course, 45 out of the 75 females
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who attended the course were selected to serve as interviewers or field editors
for the ECPS. Criteria used in the selection included an evaluation of the
candidates' performance during the field practice and the results of oral and
written examinations held during the training.

Field Work

Field work for the Egypt CPS began on November 11, 1980 and was completed
on January 5, 1981. Seven field teams, each consisting of a supervisor, field
editor and four to five interviewers, were responsible for carrying out the
field work. The teams contacted an average of 30 households daily during the

field work, and each interviewer completed questionnaires for an average of six
eligible women each day.

In addition to the seven field teams, two special teams, each cor~isting
of a supervisor and four interviewers, were formed to handle callbacks and to
reinterview a randomly selected sample of women in the villages where call-
backs were scheduled. The reinterviewing teams contacted a total of 395 house-
holds, 129 for callbacks and 266 for reinterviews.

As a quality control measure, the team supervisors and field editors
reviewed the interviews completed each day. In the early phases of the field
work, some interviews were also tape recorded in order to permit the tean
supervisor to monitor the performance of individual interviewers and suggest
improvements. To ensure the overall quality of field operations, the field
work roordinator visited each team on a regular schedule to review their

activities.

Office Editing and Reinterviewing

At the completion of field activities in each governorate, questionnaires
vere sent to the central office in Cairo for editing. The office editing began

in late November 1980 when the first batch of ECPS questionnaires was received

from the field, and it was completed in late January 1981. A questionnaire
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rejected for any reason during the office editing waz sssigned to the reinter-
viewing teums for callbacks. The office editing staff was also responsible for
reviewing the results of the reinterviews.

PROCESSING OF THE ECP8 DATA

Coding and Keypunching

The coding of the ECPS questionnaires was carried out simultaneously with
the office editing operation. Coded questionnaires were checked for consis-
tency and completeness before they were sent to the Computer Center at Cairo
University for keypunching and verification. The review process was respon-
sible for a significant reduction in coding errors.

Computer Processing

The machine editing of the ECPS data was carried out at the Computer
Center at Cairo University. Separate computer edit programs were prepared to
detect structure, range, skip and consistency errors in the ECPS data. All
errors detected during the machine edit were corrected, and a clean data tape
was available in March 1981. The tape was used in the preparation of a pre-

liminary project report at WHS in April 1981.

A further machine editing of the ECPS data was carried out in Cairo during
the period May-July 1981 to correct minor errors detected during the prepar-
ation of the preliminary report. Tabulations were then produced at WHS and
sent to Cairo where the staff of the Population and Family Planning Board
drafted the final project report.
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ORGANIZATION OF THE ECPS RCFORT

The following chapters present the main descriptive findings of the Egypt
CPS. Chapter 2 provides a demographic and socio-economic profile of the survey
respondents. Chapters 3, 4 and 5 examine nuptiality, fertility patterns and
family size desires. Chapters 6 and 7 focus on contraceptive knowledge, ap-
proval and use. Chapter 8 considers reasons for nonuse and intentions to use
in the future for women not currently practicing family planning. Chapter ¢
explores the issue of the perceived availability of contraceptive services in
rural Egypt and Chapter 10 looks at contraceptive continuation. Chapter 11
highlights differences between PDP and nonPDP areas with respect to fertility

behavior and attitudes and contraceptive practice.
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Chapter 2
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ECPS RESPOMNDENTS

SUMMARY: Comparisons of the age and marital status distributions of
ECPS respondents with that of the 1976 census population indicate that
the sample is representative of ever-married women in the reproductive
ages in rural Egypt. An examination of various socio-economic status
characteristics for the sample suggests that, in general, educational
attainment among rural women is low; almost 90 percent are illiterate.
Few women work, with most of those who are employed concentrated in
agricultural positions. The ECPS data also suggest that, although
spouses were generally better educated than respondents, the literacy
rate among rural men is low, and few males have completed primary

school. Among men who are working, almost one-half are in agricultural
positions.

There were clear differences between the characteristics of respondents
living in Upper and Lower Egypt. Although educational levels and the
rate of female labor participation are low in both regions, women in
Lower Egypt seem to be slightly better educated and to participate to a
somewhat greater degree in the labor market, particularly in the agri-
cultural sector. Similarly, there are a number of differences in the
socio-economic characteristics of husbands in the two regions. Lower
Egypt's male population seems to have a lower illiteracy rate and a
higher proportion of males completing a primary education. Further-
more, the proportion of males participating in the labor market is
somewhat higher in Lower than Upper Egypt.

Looking at household characteristics, roughly one-third of the ECPS
respondents 1lived in households which own 1land. The proportion of
landless households was somewhat higher in Upper than in Lower Egypt.

The Egypt CPS coliected information on a number of background character-
istics of the respondents. The objective of this chapter is to examine those

data and provide a demographic and socio-economic profile of the ECPS sample.

RESPONDENT'S CHARACTERISTICS

A total of 5,313 ever-married women were interviewed in the Egypt CPS;
2,829 women, 53 percent of the sample, were from Lower Egypt while 2,484 women
lived in Upper Egypt.
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Current Age

To obtain information on age, all ECPS respondents were asked in what
month and year they were born (Questions 101 and 102) and their age in years as
of their last birthday (Question 103). Answers to these questions were checked

for consistency, and a final age (in years) response was entered by the inter-
viewer.

Table 2.1 shows that 27 percent of the women interviewed in the Egypt CPS
were less than 25 years old, 50 percent were between 25 and 39 years, and 23
percent were in the age group 40 to 49 years. The mean age of all ECPS respon-
dents was 30.8 years. The differences between Upper and Lower Egypt in the age
distribution of respondents were generally minor; on average, women were

slightly younger in Upper (30.3 years) than in Lower Egypt (31.2 years).

Table 2.1
AGE DISTRIBUTION AND MEAN AGE OF ECPS RESPONDENTS BY REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Rural Upper Egypt Lower Egypt
Current Age
Number Percent Rumber Percent Mumber Percent
Total Number 5,313 100.0 2,484 100.0 2,829 100.0
15-19 Years 517 9.7 284 11.4 233 8.2
20-24 Years 943 17.7 443 17.8 500 17.7
25-29 Years 1,014 19.1 478 19.2 536 18.9
30-34 Years 842 15.8 358 14.4 484 17.1
35-39 Years 776 14.6 369 14.9 407 14.4
40-44 Years 615 11.6 291 11.7 324 11.5
45-49 Years 606 11.4 261 10.5 345 12.2
Mean Age 30.8 30.3 31.2

Table 2.2 compares the age distribution of the ever-married women sampled
in the ECPS with that reported for all ever-married women in rural Egypt in the
1976 population census. It was necessary to exclude women under age 16 sampled
in the ECPS from this table to allow a direct comparison with the census data.
Overall, there appears to be a general correspondence between the census and
ECPS distributions with the greatest discrepancies occurring in the youngest

and oldest age cohorts.
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Table 2.2

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 16-49 YEARS
BY CURRENT AGE, RURAL EGYPT, 1976 CENSUS AND 1980 ECPS

Current Age Ceﬁsue ECPS

Total Percent 100.0 | 100,0
20-.24 Years 16.0 18.8
25-29 Years 18.6 20.1
30-.34 Years 16.2 16.5
35-39 Years 16.3 14.5
40-44 Years 15.0 11.0
45-49 Years 12.1 9.5

Source: CAPMAS, 1979,

Farital Status

Respondents were also asked a question about their current marital status
(Question 106). In the ECPS sample, 91 percent of the women were currently
marvied while 7 percent were widowed and 2 percent were divorced. There was
almost no difference between Upper and Lower Egypt in the distributions of ECPS
respondents by marital status. The percentages of married, widowed and
divorced women were 92, 6, and 2 percent in Upper Egypt, compared to 91, 7, and

2 percent in Lower Egypt.

Table 2.3, wvhich presents the distribution of respondents by marital
status within five-year age grecups, shows that, as expected, due to the greater
incidence of widowhood, the proportion of ever-married women in current marital
union decreases with age. The average age of all currently married women was
31.3 years. It was 29.8 years for divorced women, and among widows it was 40.6

years.



Table 2.3

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF ECPS RESPONDENTS BY MARITAL STATUS AND CURRENT AGE,
RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Marital Status

Total Total
Current Age

Number Percent Married Widowed Divorced

Total 5,313 100.0 91.2 6.8 2.0

15-19 Years 517 100.0 96.9 0.6 2.5
20-24 Years 943 100.0 96.0 1.1 3.0
25-29 Years 1,014 100.0 95.5 2.2 2.4
35-39 Years 776 100.0 89.9 8.8 1.3
40-44 Years 615 100.0 85.7 12.7 1.6
45-49 Years 606 100.0 75.2 22.9 1.8

Table 2.4 compares the proportion of ever-married women in the ECPS sample
in current marital unions with similar figures for rural women from the 1976
population census in Egypt. Only relatively minor differences are noted
between the census and the ECPS data for each age cohort. In fact, the overall

percentages for the census and for the ECPS are identical, at 91.2 percent.

Table 2.4

PERCENT OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 16-49 YEARS CURRENTLY
MARRIED BY CURRENT AGE, RURAL EGYPT, 1976 CENSUS AND 1980

ECPS
Current Age Census ECPS
Total Percent 91.2 91.2
16-19 Years 96.6 97.0
20-24 Years 96.5 96.0
25-29 Years 95.6 95.5
30-34 Years 93.9 94.1
35-39 Years 91.3 89.9
40-44 Years 84.1 85.7
45-49 Years 79.4 75.2

Source: CAPMAS, 1979.
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Educational Status and Literacy

Both the respondent's literacy status and educational attainment were
obtained in the interview. To determine educational status, all ECPS respop-
dents were asked if they had ever or were currently attending school and, if
50, the last grade which they passed at school (Questions 109 and 110). Infor-
mation on literacy status was obtained by asking women who had no education or
who had completed six years or less schooling whether or not they could read a
newspaper, magazine or letter (Question 111).

The educational level of respondents is shown in Table 2.5. Overall,
three-fifths (61 percent) of the respondents had never had any formal edu-
cation. In every age group, furthermore, less than 10 percent of the respon-
dents had completed primary school (6 years of schooling). There is a trend
toward increased educat.onal levels among the younger cohorts which is evident
particularly in the proportion of each age group progressing beyond the primary
level. However, it is clear that educational improvements for women in rural
Egypt have not been rapid. The lower than expected educational levels among
the 15 to 19 year old respondents is likely due to the fact that respondents in
this age group are more heavily weighted to women who married at relatively
yourg ages. These women are likely to have had less schooling than never-

married women in the same age group.

Educational levels in Lower Egypt are above those in Upper Egypt. This
pattern is evident throughout the age distribution. Overall, 58 percent of the
ever-married vomen in Lower Egypt had received no education, while 7 percent of
respondents had at least completed primary school. In Upper Egypt, two-thirds
(66 percent) nad receiv:J no education, while 6 percent had completed primary

school.
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Table 2.5

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF ECPS RESPONDENTS BY EDUCATIONAL B8TATUS, CURRENT AGE
AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Current Age

Educational Status Total ———— — i
and Region 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 55-39 40-44 45.49
Years Years Years Years VYeare Years Ycars
Total Rural
Total Number 5.313 517 o43 1,014 842 776 615 606
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0
No Education 61.3 62.5 54.9 60.1 61.9 67.0 64,2 61.2
Less than Primary 32.3 31.7 36.9 30.8 31.6 27.8 31.1 36.1
Completed Primary 3.0 2.1 2.2 3.6 4.2 2.8 3.3 2.3
Some Preparatory
or Above 3.3 3.7 5.8 5.5 2.4 2.1 1.5 0.3
Not Stated 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0
Upper Egypt
Total Number 2,484 248 443 478 358 369 291 261
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 10C.0 100.0 100.0
No Education 65.6 63.4 57.8 65.1 65.1 74.0 67.7 69.0
Less than Primary 28.6 31.7 35.7 26.2 29,1 21,7 26.8 28.7
Completed Primary 3.3 2.8 3.2 4.6 3.4 2.2 4.1 2.3
Some Preparatory
or Above 2.5 2.1 3.4 4.2 2.5 1.9 1.4 0.9
Not Stated 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0
Lower Egypt
Total Number 2,829 233 500 536 484 407 324 345
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No Education 57.5 6l.4 52.4 55.4 59.5 60.7 61.1 55.4
Less than Primary 35.6 31.8 38.0 34.9 33.5 33.4 34.9 41.7
Completed Primary 2.8 1.3 1.4 2.8 4.8 3.4 2.5 2.3
Some Preparatory
or Above 4.1 5.6 8.0 6.7 2.3 2,2 1.5 0.6
Not Stated 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.u 0.2 0.0 0.0
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Teble 2.6 shows levels of literacy by age for Upper Egypt, Lower Egypt,
and the total sample. Levels of literacy are low among women in rural Egypt;
overall, only 14 percent of the sample reported that they were literate.
Except for the age group 15 to 19 years, literacy levels genorally decline with
increasing age, as expected, due to increases in educational opportunities in
recent times. The fact that the data for the youngest women diverge from the
trend evident in the other age groups is likely due again to the selection of

only ever-married women in the ECPS sample.

Table 2.6

PERCENT LITERATE AMONG ECPS RESPONDENTS BY CURRENT AGE AND REGION,
RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lower

Current Age Rural Egypt Egypt
Total 13.9 11.5 16.2
15-19 Years 12.0 11.6 12.4
20-24 Years 17.1 14.2 19.6
25-29 Years 16.9 14 .4 19.0
30-34 Years 15.2 12.3 17.4
35-39 Years 12.4 8.7 15.8
45-49 Years 8.9 6.9 10.4

Literacy levels are somewhat higher overall in Lower than in Upper Egypt;
16 percent of women aged 15-49 years in Lower Egyp. were literate, compared
with a level of 12 percent for Upper Egypt. Furthermore, literacy levels in
Lower Egypt are above those in Upper Egypt in every age group. Similar trends
toward improvements in literacy among younger women are noted, however, in both

Upper and Lower Egypt.

In order to simplify subsequent analysis of patterns related to the re-
spondent's literacy level or educational attainment, responses to the questions
on these two characteristics were combined into a single variable with three
categories. The first category includes the illite«ate population, regardless
of educational attainment. The second includes women who are literate but have
not completed primary school. Finally, a third category contains those who

have completed the primary level of education or above.
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Since patterns of literacy and educational attainment have already been
discussed above, they will not be examined further at this point. However, the
distribution of respondents according to literacy/educational status is pre-

sented in Table 2.7 for the total sample and for Upper and Lower Egypt.

Table 2.7

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF ECPS RESPONDENTS BY LITERACY/EDUCATIONAL
STATUS AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Literacy/ Total Upper Lovwer
Educational Status Rural Egypt Egypt

Total Number 5,313 2,484 2,829

Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.90
Illiterate 85.9 88 .4 83.7
Literate, Less

Than Primary 7.6 5.7 9.3
Completed Primary

or More 6.3 5.8 6.9
Not Stated 0.1 0.1 0.1

Work Status and Type of Work

All ECPS respondents were asked if they were doing any work at the time of
the survey for which they were being paid, either in cash or kind (Question
114). The results suggest that a very small percentage of all ever-married
women in rural Egypt work. Table 2.8 shows the percentage of ever-married
women raported working at the time of the survey amounts to about 8 percent in
the entire sample. This ratio increases to 9 percent for women in Lower Egypt

and decreases to slightly less than 6 percent for women in Upper Egypt.

Patterns of labor force participation by age show an increasing proportion
of ever-married women working up through age 25-29, followed by a slightly
declining pattern to the end of childbearing years. The youngest women (15-19
years of age) are only about one-third to one-half as likely to be working as

are women in the peak (25-29 years) age group.
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Table 2.8

PERCENT CURRENTLY WORKING AMONG ECPS RESPONDENTS BY CURREHT AGE
AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper lower

Current Age Rural Egypt Egypt
Total 7.5 5.8 9.0
15-19 Years 3.5 2.5 4.7
20-24 Years 6.9 4,5 9.0
25-29 Years 9.6 7.5 11.4
30-34 Years 8.2 6.4 9.5
35-39 Years 8.0 7.3 8.6
40-44 Years 7.3 6.5 8.0
45-49 Years 6.8 4,2 8.7

Working women were also asked about the kind of work they did (Question
115). For those women who reported their type of work, the results are pre-
sented in Table 2.9. Women working in agriculture represent about one-third
(31 percent) of all working women. The proportion is one-fourth in Upper
Egypt, while it increases to a little over one~third (34 percent) in Lower
Egypt. A high percentage of working women in Upper Egypt (31 percent) are in
sales jobs as compared with Lower Egypt (21 percent), while about one-fourth of

the women in both regions are engaged in handicraft activities.

Table 2.9

PERCENT PISTRIBUTION OF CURRENTLY EMPLOYED ECPS RESPONDENTS BY
TYPE OF WORK AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lower
Type of Work Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 378 135 243
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Professional, Technical
and Clerical 16.4 16.3 16.5
Sales 24.3 31.1 20.6
Agriculture 31.0 25.2 34.2
Handicraft 23.3 23.7 23.0
Services 5.0 3.7 5.8
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HUSBAND'S CHARACTERISTICS

Respondents who were currently married at the time of the szurvey were
asked about their husband's literacy/educational status, work status during the

last two weeks, and the type of work in which the husband is engaged (Questions
502-507).

Literacy/Educational Status

The results of the survey show that husbands are more educated than are
their wives (Figure 2.1). About 46 percent of all husbands are literate com-~
pared to only 14 percent of their wives. The differential between husbands and

wives in the proportion literate is considerably greater in Lower Egypt than in

FIGURE 2.1
Percent Distribution of Husbands and Wives by Literacy/Educational Status,
by Region, Rurat Egypt, 1980
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Uppe:- Egypt, primarily because, as the findings of Table 2.10 show, husbands in
Lower Egypt are much better educated than those in Upper Egypt,I The per-
centage of illiterate husbands amounts to only 44 percent in Lower Egypt, while
it jumps to 61 percent of husbands in Upper Egypt. This differential pattern
is also noted for other categories of education. For example, 24 percent of
husbands in Lower Egypt had completed at least primary school compared with 16
percent of those in Upper Egypt.

Table 2.10

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF HUSBANDS BY LITERACY/EDUCATIONAL STATUS
AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Literacy/ Total Upper Lower
Educational Status Rural Egypt Egypt

Total Number 4,847 2,276 2,571

Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Illiterate 52.0 60.7 44.3
Literate, Less

Than Primary 25.7 21.6 29.3
Completed Primary 12.4 10.1 14.5
Completed Preparatory

or More 7.6 5.9 9.1
Not Stated 2.3 1.7 2.8

Work Status and Type of Work

The ECPS findings show that 88 percent of all husbands were reported
working duving the two weeks prior to the survey. This percentage increases to

91 percent in Lower Egypt compared with only 85 percent in Upper Egypt.

1 Due to the greater proportion of husbands who had completed the prepara-
tory level of education (9 years of schooling), the literacy/educational status
variable includes an additional category for that level.
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The findings of the survey show that most husbands are working in agri-
culture (46 percent), followed by unckilled workers (16 percent), skilled
workers (16 percent), and professionals, technical and clerical workers (12
percent), while those working in sales and other occupations represent 7 and 3
percent, respectively (YTable 2.11). Slightly more than 1 percent of the

married respondents reported that their spouses were unemployed.

Table 2.11

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYED HUSBANDS BY TYPE OF WORK AND
REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lower
Type of Work Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Professional, Technical
and Clerical 12,2 9.0 15.0
Sales 6.8 8.2 5.6
Skilled Workers 15.7 15.6 15.8
Unskilled Workers 16.0 17.1 15.0
Agriculture 46.4 46 .8 46.1
Other/Unemployed 2.9 3.3 2.6

Similar occupational distributions can be found in both Lower and Upper
Egypt. The proportion of spouses, for example, working in agriculture, as
skilled or unskilled workers, or in other occupations, varied only slightly
between regions. The percentage of husbands working in professional, technical
and clerical jobs is, however, only 9 percent in Upper Egypt, as compared with
15 percent in Lower Egypt, while the percentage of husbands working in sales

activities is 8 percent in Upper Egypt, as compared with 6 percent in Lower

Egypt.
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LAND OWNERSHIP

The respondents were asked if their households owned land, and, if they
did, they were asked about the size of the holding (Question 507). Overall,
less than one-third (30 percent) of the households interviewed indicated that
they owned land (Table 2.12). This proportion varied somewhat between regions;
only 27 percent of households in Upper Egypt were land owners, compared with 32
percent in Lower Egypt. Even among those owning land, the size of the holding
was not large. Nearly one-half (45 percent) of the households who reported
owning land owned less than 1 feddan2 while less than 10 percent of those

households owned 5 feddans or more.

Table 2.12

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF ECPS RESPONDENTS BY SIZE OF HOLDING AND
REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lower

Size of Holding Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 5,313 2,484 2,829
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
None 67.7 69.4 66.2
Less than 1 Feddan 13.4 13.8 13.0
1 to 2 Feddans 7.5 6.4 8.6
2 to 5 Feddans 6.1 4,4 7.7
5 or More Feddans 2.6 2.0 3.1
Not Stated 2.7 4.0 1.5

One feddan is equal to approximately 1.03 acres.
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Chapter 3
NUPTIALITY PATTERNS

-

SUMMARY: Generally, women in rural Egypt marry at a young age. The
mean age at first marriage among ECPS respondents was 16.6 vyears;
two-thirds of the respondents were married before their eighteenth
birthday. However, patterns in the age at first marriage in rural
Egypt are changing. An examination of the ECPS data on age at first
marriage suggests that there is an increasing tendency to postpone
marriage to a later age than was true in the past. This trend is more
evident in Lower Egypt than in Upper Egypt; in both regions, it is
associate” ‘ith increasing levels of education.

These behavior changes are mirrored in the attitudes of the women in
rural Egypt toward the preferred age at marriage. The majority of ECPS
respondents feel that a girl should marry at a somewhat later age than
they themselves first married. This trend is again more evident in
Lower than in Upper Egypt. 1In both regions, it is positively associ-
ated with a woman's educational level.

To understand fertility patterns in a society, : is important to consider
nuptiality variables, particularly the proportion of women who are in marital
unions and the age at which they first marry. Changes in these variables are
known to have a major influence on fertility levels (United Nations, 1973).
Because the ECPS sample included only ever-married women, the survey results
cannot he used directly to explore trends in the proportion of women in current
mairital unions in rural Egypt. However, information was collected in the
survey on the age at which respondents first married, and it is possible to
examine changes in the average age at which women in different birth cohorts

married.

Data collected from ECPS respondents regarding the age at which they feel
a girl should marry also provide insights into current attitudes toward age at

marriage in rural Egypt.
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AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE

In the ECPS, data on a respondent's age at first marciage was ohtained to
the following questions: "How old were you when you marcied (began actually
living together) for the first time?" and "In what month and year was that?"
(Questions 104 and 105). The questions were worded in this manner because of
customs prevailing in rural Egypt that distinguish between what may be termed
the "formal" marriage as witnessed by the marriage contract and the "social"
marriage or actual sexwal unicn. Frequently, considerable time may elapse
between the formal and social marriage. In framing the questions on age at
marriage, therefore, it was necessary to state clearly that the required
information was the date when marital life actually began. This, of course, is

the start of the wife's exposure to the risk of conception.

In general, rural Egyptians have favored early marriage, especially for
femaler. This may be expected in a society where marriage is, to some extent,
still arranged by elders. The pattern of early marriage in rural Egypt is
evident in the ECPS data. Table 3.1, which presents the distribution of the

Table 3.1

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER~-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS BY
AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Age at First Total Upper Lower
Marriage Rural Egypt Egypt
*
Total Number 5,277 2,463 2,814
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 16 Years 38.8 43.3 35.0
16-17 Years 28.0 27.1 28.8
18-19 Years 16.2 14.3 17.8
20-21 Years i0.7 9.4 11.8
22-23 Years 2.5 2.1 2.9
24 Years or More 3.0 2.9 3.1
Mean Age 16.6 16.4 16.8

* _ . . .
Excludes 36 cases for which age at first marriage was not
available.
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ever-married women interviewed in the survey by their age at first marriage,
shows, for example, 85 percent of the respondents were married by age 20 and
that the majority (67 percent) were, in fact, married before their eighteenth
birthday. A tendency toward earlier age at first marriage is evident among
women in Upper Egypt. More than 70 percent of the respondents from Upper Egypt
were married before their eighteenth birthday compared to about 64 percent of

those from Lower Egypt.

Trends in Age at First Marriage

It is recognized that there are problems in using the data for the entire
ECPS sample in describing the patterns for age at first marriage in rural
Egypt. The most important source of bias is the '"censoring" of the data that
arises from the fact that, because the survey was limited to ever-married
women, women in every age cohort who had not yet married were systematically
excluded from the survey.l The effect of the resulting downward bias in the
average age at first marriage for each cohort is most evident in younger
cohorts where there were substantial proportions of women who were not yet
married st the time of the survey and who, consequently, were not interviewed
in the = °S.

Although there are various ways to adjust the data on age at first mar-
riage, the method employed here is simply that of restricting attention to a
subgroup of ECPS respondents who were homogeneous in their exposure to the risk
of marriage (International Statistical Institute, 1977, p. 47). In order to
identify such a subgroup, a pivotal age--age 25--was selected, and all women
who had not reached 25 cor who were married after age 25 were excluded from the
following analysis. A total of 3,700 women out of the 5,277 ECPS respondents
(70 percent) for whom data on the age at first marriage are available are

included in this subgroup.

I An additional source of bias results from the lack of informati~n on age
at first marriage for married women who emigrated or died before the date of
the survey.

Among the remaining 1,577 cases, there were 1,455 women less than 25 years
old and 122 women aged 25-49 who were married after age 25.
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Table 3.2 presents the distribution of ever-married women in this subgroup
according to their current age and their age at first marriasge. A trend toward
postponement of marriage is apparent from examining the variation in the per-
centage of women who married before age 16 among the different cohorts. While
49 percent of women aged 45-49 years report they married for the first time
before their sixteenth birthday, this percentage decreases steadily among the
younger cohorts to a low of 32 percent among women in the age group 25-29,

There is an accompanying increase among younger women in the proportion married
after age 20.

Au examination of the trend in the mean age at marriage confirms the
tendency toward later marriage among women in younger cohorts. The mean age at
first marriage for the different cohorts increases from 15.9 years among women
in the age group 45-49 to 17.0 years among women aged 25-29 (Figure 3.1).

FIGURE 3.1
Mean Age at First Marriage for Ever-Marriad Women Aged 25-49 Years Who
Maried for the First Time Before Age 25 by Current Age and Reglon,
Rural Egypt, 1980
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RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Table 3.2

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 25-49 YEARS UHO HMARRIED FOR
THE FIRST TIME BEFORE AGE 25 BY CURRENT AGE, AGE AT FIRST MARRTAGE AND REGICH,

Residence and Age

Current Age

At First Marriage Total 55 99  30.34  35-39  40-44  45-49
Years Years Years Years Years
Total Rural
Total Number 3,700 981 806 750 585 578
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 16 Years 41.4 31.9 41.8 44.5 45,6 48,6
16-17 Years 26.0 28.3 27.4 26.0 23.2 22.7
18-19 Yeal‘s 16.0 19.3 15.9 13;9 1506 13.8
20-21 Years 12.3 13.0 10.4 12.4 13.2 12.8
22-23 Years 3.3 5.6 3.3 2.5 1.7 1.9
24 Years or More 1.0 1.8 1.1 0.7 0.7 0.2
Mean Age At
First Marriage 16.3 17.0 16.3 16.2 16.1 15.9
Ugger Egzgt
Total Number 1,683 464 343 354 273 249
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 16 Years 44,7 35.3 48.1 47.7 46.9 51.0
16.17 Years 24.7 27.6 25.4 25.1 20.9 21.7
18-19 Years 14,7 19.0 13.7 11.6 16.8 10.4
20-21 Years 11.8 12.3 8.2 12.1 12.8 14.1
22-23 Years 3.0 3.9 3.5 2.8 1.8 2.4
24 Years or More 1.1 1.9 1.2 0.6 0.7 0.4
Mean Age At
First Marriage 16.2 16.7 15.9 16.1 16.1 15.9
Lower Egypt
Total Number 2,017 517 463 396 312 329
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 16 Years 38.6 28.8 37.1 41,7 44,6 46,8
16-17 Years 27.1 29.0 28.9 26.8 25.3 23.4
18-19 Years 17.1 19.5 17.5 15.9 14.4 16.4
20-21 Years 12.8 13.7 12.1 12.6 13.5 11.9
22-23 Years 3.5 7.2 3.2 2.3 1.6 1.5
24 Years or More 0.9 1.7 1.1 0.8 0.6 0.0
Mean Age At
First Marriage 16.5 17.2 16.5 16.3 16.0 15.9
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Reglonal Patterns

A comparison of the patterns at first marriage among ever-married women
aged 25-49 years who had married by age 25 in Upper and Lower Egypt suggests
that differences between these two regions are not substantial (Table 3.2).
Overall, the mean age at first marriage is only slightly higher among rural
women in Lower Egypt (16.5 years) than Upper Egypt (16.2 years). The propor-
tion of women who married before age 16 is also somewhat greater in Upper Egypt
(45 percent) than in Lower Egypt (39 percent). The trend toward postponement
of marriage has, however, clearly been more pronounced recently in Lower Egypt
as evidenced by the generally higher average age at first marriage found among
women in the younger age groups (25-34 years) in this region than among women
ir these cohorts in Upper Egypt (Figure 3.1).

Educational Status Differentials

There is considerable consensus among scholars that education has the
effect of raising the age at first marriage, especially among women, because of
the longer period spent in educational institutions and of newly acquired
attitudes concerning choice of partners which lead to postponing marriage. The
differentials in the mean age at first marriage by education presented in Table
3.3 for ECPS respondents aged 25-49 years who married before age 25 support
this assumption. The mean age at first marriage clearly increases with educa-~
tional level varying from a low of 16.2 years among illiterate women to 18.2
years among women with a primary or higher education. The inverse relationship
between age at first marriage and a woman's educational level is evident,
moreover, within every age group although the differentials are clearest among
the younger cohorts. Similar patterns are observed in Upper and Lower Egypt
although, as Table 3.3 shows, the variation in the mean age at ma-riage across

educational categories is generally more pronounced in the latter region.



“able 3.3

MEAN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AMONG EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 25-49
YEARS WHO MARRIED FOR THE FIRST TIME BEFORE AGE 25 BY LITERACY/
EDUCATIONAL STATUS, CURRENT AGE AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Region and . Less Than Completad
Current Age Illiterate Primary Primary
Total Rural

Total Number 3,207 281 207

Total Mean 16.2 17.0 18.2
30-34 Years 16.1 17.3 17.6
35-39 Years 16.1 16.4 18.3
40-44 Years 16.0 16.2 17.1
45-49 Years 15.9 15.9 15.8
Upper Egypt

Total Number 1,508 87 86

Total Mean 16.1 17.0 17.6
25-29 Years 16.4 18.3 18.5
30-34 Years 15.7 17.2 17.5
35-39 Years 16.1 15.3 18.0
40-44 Years 16.1 16.1 16.2
45-49 Years 15.9 16.6 15.7
Lower Egypt

Total Number 1,699 194 121

Total Mean 16.3 17.0 18.5
25-29 Years 16.8 17.9 19.9
30-34 Yoars 16.3 17.3 17.6
35.39 Years 16.1 16 .8 18.5
40-44 Years 15.9 16.2 18.2

PREFERRED AGE AT MARRIAGE

Some insights into nuptiality behavior in the future in rural Egypt are
provided by a discussion of the data collected from ever-married women in the
ECPS on the age at which they feel that a girl should marry. This information
is important in predicting whether the age at first marriage will continue to
increase since most marriages in rural Egypt are arranged and, thus, parents

play a key role in determining the age at which their daughters will wed.
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Reglonal Patterns

Respondents in the ECPS were asked about the age they considered most
suitable for a girl to marry (Question 415). Table 3.4 indicates that the
majority of women in rural Egypt (57 percent) think a girl should marry before
she is eighteen years old. Only around 30 percent of the women would prefer
that marriage be postponed until a girl's twentieth birthday. Overall, the
average mean preferred age at marriage is 17.4 years, which is, it should be
noted, slightly higher than the average age at which the women themselves first
married (16.6 years).

Table 3.4

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS BY PREFERRED
AGE AT MARRIAGE AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Preferred Age at Total Upper Lower
First Marriage Rural Egypt Egypt
*
Total Number 5,211 2,42] . 2,790
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 16 Years 25.3 31.2 20.3
16-17 Years 31.7 36.0 28.0
18-19 Years 13.3 12.9 13.6
20-21 Years 23.8 16.3 30.3
22-23 Years 2.2 1.2 3.0
24 Years or More 3.6 2.4 4,7
Mean Age 17.4 16.8 17.9

*
Excludes 102 respondunts who indicated they did not know when they wanted
their daughters to marry (N=34), or gave non-numeric responses (N=48).

Women in Upper Egypt appear to prefer a somewhat earlier pattern of mar-
riage than do women in Lower Egypt. Two-thirds of the women in the latter
region think a girl should marry by the time she is 18 while, in Lower Egypt,
less than one-half of the women (48 percent) feel a girl should wed before her
eighteenth birthday (Table 3.4). The mean preferred age at marriage in Lower
Egypt (17.9 vyears) is higher than the average age at which ECPS respondents

(16.8 years) were themselves first married. In comparison, the differential
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between the average preferred age at marriage (16.8 years) and the actual mean
age at marriage among the women interviewed in Upper Egypt (16.4 years) is not
nearly as significant. This suggests that changes in attitudes toward age at

marriage have been more widespread in Lower than in Upper Egypt.

Age and Age at First Marrlage

Tables 3.5 and 3.6 consider the relationship between the desired age at
first marriage and selected demographic background variables. Current age
exhibits no consistent relationship with the preferred age for marriage; the
majority of women in each age cohort think a girl should marry before age 18.
The fact that a somewhat greater proportion of women aged 15-19 feel women
ought to wed before their sixteenth birthday and that the mean preferred age
was somewhat lower among women in this cohort than among women in other age
groups in both Upper and Lower Egypt is probably due to the censoring effect
(i.e., women who were not married at the time of the survey were not inter-
viewed, thus biasing the sample in this cohort toward women who married early).
Their attitudes toward the preferred age at marriage undoubtedly reflect their

own experience.

Table 3.5

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS BY PREFERRED AGE
AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

d Age at First M
Demographic Total Preferred Age a rst Marriage

Characteristics Percent Under 16-17 18-19 20-21 22-23 24 Years
16 Years Years Years Years Years or Hore

Current Age

15-19 Years 100.0 32.9 39.8 11.2 13.8 1.4 0.8
20-24 Years 100.0 24.0 30.9 13.4 26.9 1.9 2.8
25-29 Years 100.0 25.6 29.9 11.7 25.3 2.4 5.0
30-34 Years 100.0 26.4 27.0 11.9 26.3 3.5 4.8
35-39 Years 100.0 23.7 33.9 15.4 21.9 1.6 3.5
40-44 Years 100.0 24.3 29.7 16.5 23.4 3.0 3.1
45-49 Years 100.0 22.1 34.9 13.4 24.3 1.2 4.0
Age at First Marriage
Under 16 Years 100.0 38.6 31.0 8.7 18.9 1.0 1.8
16-17 Years 100.0 18.6 44.1 11.4 21.1 2.4 2.6
18-19 Years 100.0 16.6 22.9 25.9 27.3 2.0 5.3
20-21 Years 100.0 15.7 23.4 17.5 35.8 3.8 3.8
22-23 Years 100.0 11.3 15.8 10.5 40.6 7.5 14.3
24 Years or More 100.0 17.6 15.7 9.4 33.3 6.3 17.6
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Table 3.6

MEAN PREFERRED AGE AT FIRST MARRTIAGE AMONG EVER-MARRIED WOMEH AGED
15-49 YEARS BY SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS AND REGIOH,
RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Demographic Total Upper Lower
Characteristics Rural Egypt Egypt

Current Age

15-19 Years 16.5 16.2 16.9
20-24 Years 17.4 16.9 17.9
25-29 Years 17.5 16.9 18.1
30-34 Years 17.6 16.7 18.3
35-39 Years 17.4 16.9 17.7
40-44 Years 17.5 16.8 18.1
45-49 Years 17.5 17.0 17.8
Age at First Marriage
Less than 16 Years 16.6 16.1 17.2
16-17 Years 17.3 16.8 17.7
18-19 Year: 18.1 17.5 18.4
20-21 Yenars 18.2 17.4 18.7
22.23 Yea''s 19.5 19.1 19.8
24 Years or More 19.4 19.3 19.5

A woman's own age at first marriage is positively related to her pre~
ferences regarding age at first marriage. Table 3.6 shows that the preferred
age increases with the woman's own age at marriage ranging from a low of 16.6
years among women who married before age 16 to a high of 19.4 years among women
who were 24 years old or more when they married. Similar patterns are observed

in Upper and Lower Egypt.

It should be noted that the data in Tables 3.5 and 3.6 indicate that many
of the women who delayed their own marriages until after their twentieth birth-
day feel that, in general, girls in rural Egypt should marry at younger ages
than they themselves did. For example, the majority of women (57 percent) who
were 20-21 years when they married thought a girl should wed before her

twentieth birthday. Thus, while women in rural Egypt favir postponing mar-

riage, most seem to feel marriage should be delayed only until the late teens.
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Educational Status Differentials

A woman's educational status is clearly related to her attitudes regarding
age at marriage. The majority of illiterate women (61 percent) feel a girl
should marry before age 18 while only 25 percent think marriage should be
delayed until a girl has passed her twentieth birthday (Table 3.7). These
patterns are reversed among literate women. More than half (54 percent) of the
women who have completed 1-5 years of schooling and 62 percent of the women
with a primary or higher education prefer that a girl marry after her twentieth
birthday.

Table 3.7

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED RESPONDENTS AGED 15-49 YEARS
BY PREFERRED AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND LITERACY/EDUCATIONAL
STATUS, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

EFeferred @ge at Illiterate Lesg than Comyleted
First Marriage Primary Primary
Total Number 4,477 399 330
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 16 Years 27.6 10.0 12.7
16-17 Years 33.7 22.6 15.5
18-19 Years 13.5 13.0 10.3
20-21 Years 21.5 40.6 34.8
22-23 Years 1.5 4.5 9.4
24 Years or More 2.1 9.3 17.3

Similar relationships between educational status and the preferred age at
marriage exist in Upper and Lower Egypt. Table 3.8 shows that, in Lower Egypt,
the mean preferred age ranges from 17.6 years among illiterate women to 20.1

years among women who have completed at least primary school. In Upper Egypt,
these means are consistently lower, varying from 16.5 years among illiterate

women to 19.1 years among the most highly educated group.
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Table 3.8

MEAN PREFERRED AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AMONG EVER-MARRIED WOMEN
AGED 15-49 YEARS BY LITERACY/EDUCATIONAL STATUS AND REGION,

RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Literacy/

Total Upper Lover
Educational Status Rural Egypt Egypt
Illiterate 17.1 16.5 17.6
Literate, Less than
Primary 19.0 18.3 19.3
Completed Primary
or More 19.7 19.1 20.1
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Chapter 4
FERTILITY

SUMMARY: The survey findings confirm a pattern of high fertility in
rural Egypt in the past. Ever-married women in the 45-49 age group
report having had an average of 7.4 live births. Overall, the mean
number of children ever born among all ever-married women aged 15-49

years was £.6. Mean parity in Upper Egypt was 4.7 births compared to
4.6 births in Lower Egypt.

As expected, mean parity in rural Egypt was positively associated with
age and marital duration. It was shown to decrease with increasing age
at marriage with substantial differences evident for women who marry
after their eighteenth birthday when compared to those who were 17
years or younger when they first married. Average parity was also
inversely related to educational level, whether of the respondent or

her husband. Female employment also has a depres;ing effect on fer-
tility.

The high fertility levels observed in rural Egypt are coupled with high
infant and child mortality levels. Ever-married women report an
average of 1.3 deaths among their children. Estimates of the infant
mortality rate for 1977 derived from these data indicate that around
130 out of every thousand babies born in rural Egypt die within the
first year. Levels of infant mortality are higher in Upper than in
Lower Egypt.

According to the ECPS, current fertility levels continue to be high.
Overall, the total fertility rate estimated for rural Egypt suggests
the average woman will have around six births by the end of her repro-
ductive period. Fertility levels are somewhat higher in Upper than in
Lower Egypt; the marital general fertility rate in Upper Egypt is
estimated to be 266 births per 1,000 married women compared to a rate
of 242 births in Lower Egypt.

In this chapter, data on the number of children ever born te ECPS respon-
dents are used to examine the fertility levels and demographic and socio-
economic differentials in cumulative fertility in rural Egypt. Information on
child survivorship is also examined, and these data are used in estimating
infant mortality levels. The number of live births to women in the twelve
months preceding the survey provides the data for calculation of current fer-

tility levels.
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CUMULATIVE FERTILITY

Information on the number of children ever born (parity) provides a
measure of cumulative fertility levels in a society. The data on children ever
born in the ECPS were obtained by a serics of questions (Questions 201-207)
designed to minimize the underreporting of births, particularly among older
women.1 The survey results suggest that average parity among ever-married
women in rural Egypt is high; the mean number of children ever born among the
women interviewed was 4.6. It should be noted that there was little difference
between Upper and Lower Egypt in the mean number of births per ever-married

woman; average parity in Upper Egypt was 4.7 births compared to 4.6 births in
Lower Egypt.

Demographic Differentials

The data on the number of children ever born from the ECPS are cross-
sectional and do not refer to the reproductive behavior of a cohort of women as
it grows older. A closer examination of the variation in the number of
children ever born with a number of demographic characteristics including age,
marital duratican, and age at first marriage, nevertheless, provides insights
into the average completed family size and the pace of childbearing over the

reproductive period among women in rural Egypt.

Current Age and Marital Duration

It is expected that the number of children ever born will inc:-ease as age

and marital duration increase. Tables 4.1 and 4.2 show that the proportion of

1 In addition to recall errors, data on children ever born are subject to

two additional possible sources of bias: (1) the omission of data for women who
have died or who have emigrated from the area; and (2) since the data are
limited to ever-married women, the censoring phenomenon (discussed in the
previous chapter) which has the effect of upwardly biasing the parity data,
especially for younger women. For these reasons, the reported data may not
perfectly reflect the '"true" experience of particular cohorts of women in rural

Egypt.
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childless women among ECPS respondents declines rapidly with age and marital
duration. These data indicate, moreover, that as age and the length of the
period of exposure to the risk of conception increase, the percent distribution
of women by the number of children ever born becomes more spread, and the mode

tends to occur at a higher number with a lesser magnitude.

Table 4.1

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGEl, 15-49 YEARS BY THE NUMBER
OF CHILDREN EVER BORN AND CURRENT AGE, RURAL %GYPT, 1980

Current Age

Children Total
Ever Born 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49
Years Years Years Years Years Years Years

Total Number 5,313 517 943 1,014 842 176 615 606

Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
None 10.8 52.6 17.3 5.7 3.0 3.0 3.3 2.3
One Child 10.6 32.5 25.1 8.3 2.4 3.1 2.6 2.1
Two Children 10.0 12.2 24.7 13.9 4.6 2.1 3.1 3.6
Three Children 11.0 1.5 20.0 21.6 9.3 6.1 3.1 4.0
Four Children 10.0 1.2 8.6 18.9 14.5 7.6 5.6 6.4
Five Children 9.2 - 3.0 15.2 18.5 8.2 7.8 6.4
Six Children 8.9 - 0.5 9.5 14.6 15.6 9.8 11.2
Seven Children 8.5 - 0.3 3.8 14.0 16.7 15.0 11.7
Eight Children 7.3 - 0.3 2.4 10.2 14.0 14 .6 12.9
Nine Children 5.7 - 0.1 0.5 5.1 11.1 12.2 15.5
Ten Children 3.4 - - 0.1 2.6 6.2 9.1 9.2
Eleven Children 1.9 - - - 0.5 3.0 6.2 6.1
Twelve or More 2.6 - - 0.1 0.7 3.9 8.0 8.4




Table 4.2

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS BY THE HUMBER OF
CHILDREN EVER BORN AND THE NUMBER OF YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE, RURAL EGYPT,
1980

Years Since First Marriage

Children Total e — - —
Ever Born 0-4 5-9 10-14  15-19  20-24 25 Years
Years Years Years Years Years or lMore
Total Number 5,313 1,019 964 847 754 742 951
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
None 10.8 41.7 6.8 3.2 2.5 2.0 2.2
One Child 10.6 36.2 10.6 3.4 2.7 2.4 1.9
Two Children 10.0 18.3 23.1 6.8 2.1 2.3 2.8
Three Children 11.0 3.6 32.4 14.5 6.4 4.0 3.4
Four Children 10.0 0.1 18.0 21.1 11.1 6.2 4.8
Five Children 9.2 0.1 6.3 23.5 14.1 8.2 5.9
Six Children 8.9 - 1.8 14.3 18.2 11.7 11.3
Seven Children 8.5 - 0.1 7.6 16.6 17.0 13.7
Eight Children 7.3 - 0.7 3.4 13.0 16.2 14,2
Nine Children 5.7 - 0.1 1.3 7.2 13.6 14.2
Ten Children 3.4 - - 0.6 4.0 7.7 9.3
Eleven Children 1.9 - - 0.1 1.1 4.3 6.4
Twelve or More 2.6 - - 0.1 1.2 4,3 10.0

Table 4.3 presents the variation in the mean number of children ever born
with age and current marital duration. It shows that ever married women aged
45-49 years in rural Egypt have had an average of 7.4 births. By any standard,
completed parity among these women must be considered very high. An analysis
of the variation in the mean number of children ever born with current age
indicates that the most rapid increases in parity occur with the 20-34 age
groups. The mean number of children ever born ranges from .7 among women 15-19
years to 5.4 births among women in the 30-34 age group. Increases in cumu-
lative fertility levels among women in the older cohorts are less dramatic.
The difference between the mean number of children ever born among women aged
35-33 years (6.6 births) and women aged 45-49 years (7.4 births) suggests that,
by ber fortieth birthday, an ever-married woman in rural Egypt has nearly
completed her childbearing; she will have, on average, only .8 live births more

in the remaining years of her reproductive period.
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Table 4.3

MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN AMONG EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED
15-49 YEAL> BY SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS AND REGIOH,
RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Demographic Total Upper Lovier

Characteristics Rural Egypt Eaypt
Total 4.62 4,67 4,57
Current age
15-19 Years .66 .68 .64
20-24 Years 1.93 2.11 1.77
25-29 Years 3.62 3.76 3.49
30-34 Years 544 5.66 5.27
35-39 Years 6.60 6.68 6.53
40-44 Years 7.32 7.73 6.94
45-49 Years 7.41 7.40 7.2
Years Since First Marriage
0-4 Years 85 .83 .86
5-9 Years 2.76 2,75 2.77
10-14 Years 4.49 4,61 4.38
15-19 Years 6.00 6.11 5.92
20-24 Years 7.08 7.36 6.81
25 Years or More 7.63 7.75 7.56

As noted above, the ECPS results show that average parity is nearly iden-
tical in Upper ard Lower Egypt. A closer examination of the variation in the
mean number of children ever born for different age cohoris in these regions
indicates that ever-married women in the age groups 20-44 years in Lower Egypt
have had, on average, sligii:lv fewer births than women in the same age cohorts
in Upper Egypt. Among women aged 45-49 years, there is no clear differential
in mean parity between the two regions. The higher mean number of children
ever born among women aged 40-44 years than among those 45-49 years in Upper
Egypt may be a consequence bot.. oi age misreporting and omission of births

among women in the 45-49 age group.

Table 4.3 also shows the variation in the mean number of children ever
born by the number of years since first marrizge. This variable provides an

approximate measure of the duration of marital life and, therefore, serves as a

more precise indicator of the actual length of time a women has been exposed to
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the risk of conception. The data in Table 4.3 suggest that by the time woemen
in rural Egypt have been married for ten years they will have had, on average,
three bicths, and that their mesn parity will double during the second decade
of thetv worital life. The m@an then incresses gradually among women who have
boen exposed for 20-24 yesrs until it reaches 7.6 among women who have been
marvied 25 years or more. Th. patterns in Upper and Lower Egypt ave similar
asithough mean parity among womer who have been married for ten years or longer
ks generslly slightly lewer in Lower than in Upper Egypt.

&g et Flest Manisge

Finally, the relacionship between the age at first marrisge and the number
of children over born is considered in Table 4.4. Age at first marriage is one
of the wmost important determinants of family size, especially in societies
«%ere family planning is not widespread. Women who marry esrly will generally
tvaplete their childbearing with more births than women who maryy later (United
Hatdions, 1979, p. 48). In rural Egypt, there is clearly a declining trend in
the mean nusber of children ever born as the age at first marriage increases.
The only major deviation ian this pattern is found among women inm Upper Egypt
sho @married at age 20-21. This may be attributed in part to the tendency
tewvard heaping st age 20 as the reported age at first asrriage.

Table 4.4

1EAN KUMBER OF CHILUDREN EVER BORN AMONG EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-4% YEARS
8Y AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND THE NHUNMZER OF YEARS SIKCE FIRST MARRIAGE, RURAL
EGYPT, 1980

Years Since Firot Marriage

Aze at First Total
Marriage © L A 5-9 10-16 15219 20-24 25 Years
Years Years Years Yaars Years ovr More

Total 4,62 .85 2.76 4,49 6.00 7.08 7.63
t.exs than 16 Years 5.64 .79 2406 4,36 6.04 7.08 7.75
16.17 Years 4,35 .83 2.99 46,73 6.20 7.44 7.63
18-19 Years 6,02 87 2.87 45,58 6.07 7.19 7.08
200.21 Years 6,21 .89 2.71 4,57 5.72 6.72 7.39
27423 Years 2,13 1.06 3.03 4,52 4.90 6.30 7.17

?4 Yeasrs or More 2.41 .83 2.52 3.07 4 .85 4.53 -




It is clear from a further examination of the data im Table 4.4 that the
greatest raductions in fertility occur among women who delay marriage until
they are 24 years or older. The mean number of children ever born among these
women is less than half that found among women who married before their six-
teenth birthday. Substantial differences in average parity are, nevertheless,
evident for women who marry after their eighteenth birthday when compared to

those who were 17 years or younger when they married.

Conclusions regarding the negative relationship between age at first
marriage and fertility must be treated with caution due to the censoring effect
and to the fact that the duration of exposure to the risk of conception varies
with age at first marriage. Women who married at an age less than 15 have, for
example, approximately 30 or more years of exposure while those who marry at
age 24 or more have only 20 or so years of exposure. Table 4.4 controls for
duration of marriage in examining the variation in mean parity with age at
marriage. The lack of a consistent relationship between parity and age at
first marriage within the first ten vears of marriage suggests that the pace of
childbearing is generally similar within this period no matter at what age a
woman marries. The influence of delayed marriage becomes very apparent, how-
ever, as marrviage duration increases. Table 4.3 shows that, holding duraticn
constant among women who have been married for 15 years or longer, mean parity
generally decreases with increasing age at marriage. This decrease in fer-
tility is particularly evident for those women who married after their twen-
tieth birthday.

Soclo-Economlc Differentlsls

The following section presents an analysis of fertility differentials by
various socio=economic background characteristics of the respondent and of her
spouse. The number of children ever born is used as the principal fertility

indicator.

51



Respondent’s Literacy/Educational Status

Women in rural Egypt with higher levels of educstion tend to have fewer
births, on average, than do women of lower educational status. This inverse
relationship between fertility and education can be seen by comparing the mean
number of children ever born among women in various literacy/educational status
categories, as shown in Table 4.5. Women in the sample who had completed the
primary level of education had 3.5 live births on average, while illiterate
women had an average of 4.7 live births. Literate women who had not completed

primary schocol had an intermediate level of fertility (4.1 live births).

Table 4.5

MEAN NUMBER OF CHILLREN EVER BORN AMONG EVER-M«RRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS
BY SELECTED SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WOMAN AND REGION, RURAL
EGYPT, 1980

Socio-Economic Total Rural Upper Egypt lower Egypt

Characteristics Unadj.  Adj.®  Unadj.  Adj.®  Unadj.  Adj.°
Educational Status
Illiterate 4,74 4.70 4.78 4,83 4,70 4,57
Less than Primary 4.11 4.19 3.82 4,31 6,27 6,16
Completed Primary 3.51 4,07 3.75 &.31 3.33 3.86
Employment Status
Working 4.35 4,17 4,65 6,37 4.18 4.07
Not Working 4,64 4,65 4,67 4 .80 4,61 4,52

2A11 ad justed rates were standardized using the =2ge ~cuiposition of the total
sample population.

The same pattern of fertility differentials by literacy/educational levels
is maintained in the figures for Upper and Lower Egypt. The most educated
rural women in Upper Egypt--those who had completed primary school--had on
average one fewer live birth than illiterate women from that region, while
women in Lower Egypt with a primary education had an average number of live
births that was nearly 1.4 births fewer than the average among illiterate

womern.
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Some of the observed differential in the average number of live births
between educational levels or between regions, of course, might be due to
differences in the age composition of respondents in various catepories. For
this reason the mean number of live births for each of these groups was age-
standardized on the total survey population. The standardized means indicate
vwhat the average number of live births in each educational group would be if
each group had the same age composition. The standardized means, then, provide
a method of assessing the impact of education on fertility independent of the

effect of age.

The standardized (adjusted) mean number of live births for each literacy/
educational level is shown in Table 4.5 next to the unadjusted figures.
Standardizing by age tends to reduce the inverse relationship suggested in the
unadjusted means. For example, standardization increases the mean for women
with a primary education in the total sample from 3.5 to 4.1, while the mean
for illiterate women is essentially unchanged (4.7). The differential between
women with a primary education and illiterate women, therefore, is reduced from
1.2 births to only .6 births.

The inverse effect of education on fertility holds after standardization
in both regions. Educated women in both Upper and Lower Egypt have had a
smaller number of live births than illiterate women. An examination of the
standardized means, moreover, supports the conclusion that the greatest fer-
tility reducing effect occurs £from achieving literacy rather than from the
completion of primary education; the differential in the mean number of live
births between illiterate and litevate women is larger than that between liter-
ate women with 1-5 years of schooling and those who had completed a primary

education.

Respondent's Work Status

Numerous studies have shown an inverse relationship between family size
and the extent of female participation in the labor force, i.e., married women
who are gainfully employed generally have fewer children than other married
women. This relationship has, however, been found to be more marked in urban

than in rural areas (Cochrane, 1979).
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The ECPS results suggest that working, like education, does indeed exhibit
a negative relationship with fertility levels in rural Egypt. The standardized
data on the number of live births by the respondent's work status in Table 4.5
indicate that working women had on average .4 fewer births (4.2 vs. 4.6) than
women who were not working at the time of the survey. The importance of
standardization in assessing the effect of a particular background variable is
evident in the examination of the adjusted and unadjusted means, by work
status, for women in Upper Egypt. Whereas the unstandardized means show vir-
tually no difference between working and nonworking mothers (4.7 and 4.7
births, respectively), the standardized means disclose a difference of .4
children (4.4 and 4.8 births, respectively) between these two groups of women.
In Lower Egypt, a comparison of the standardized mean numbers of live births

also suggests a difference of .4 births between working and nouworking women.

Husband's Literacy/Educational Status

Table 4.6 presents the adjusted and unadjusted mean number of live births
according to the literacy/educational status of the husband for currently
married respondents. Generally, the same inverse relationship between edu-
cation and the mean number of children ever born is found with husband's liter-
acy/educational status as was the case when the relationship to the liter-

acy/educational status of the respondents themselves was examined.

t/ith husband's educational level, however, the major fertility depressing
effect appears to occur between the completed primary level and preparatory and
above, rather between the illiterate and literate levels as was found for the
respondent's educational level. Indeed, among the husband's categories of
illiterate, literate and completed primary there is only a variation of 0.2
births in the adjusted means. In sharp contrast, the adjusted total sample
mean for the women whose husbands had completed the preparatory level is 0.8
births lower than for the primary level. This same sharp drop is found in both
Upper and Lower Egypt. Overall, then, the standardized mean number of live
births for women whose husbands had completed the preparatory educational level
is about one child lower than the average among women whose husbands were

illiterate.
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Table 4.6

MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN AMONG CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49
YEARS BY SELECTED SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HUSBAND AND REGION,
RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Husband 's Total Rural q?pgr Egpr | Lovier Egygt |
Characteristics Unadj.  Adj.®  Unadj.  Adj.®  Unadj.  Adj.2
Educational Status
Illiterate 4.87 4.70 4,89 4,82 4,85 4.55
Less than Primary 4,85 4.74 4.92 4.88 4.80 4.65
Completed Primary 4.18 4,53 4.03 4.68 4.27 4.45
Completed Prep. 2.81 3.69 2.90 3.78 2.76 3.63
Employment Status
Working 4.63 4,63 4,71 4.80 4.56 4.50
Not Working 4,51 4,39 4.49 4.55 4.54 4.10

OccuEation

Professional, Tech.

and Clerical 3.83 4.20 3.75 4.30 3.89 4.16
Sales 5.26 4,98 5.48 5.25 4.98 4.66
Skilled Labor 4.24 4.63 4.39 4.97 4.11 4,38
Unskilled Labor 4.66 4.67 4.56 4,77 4.77 4,57
Agriculture 4.87 4.68 4.87 4.77 4.87 4.61
Other 3.79 3.95 4.35 4,28 3.17 3.64

8al1 ad justed rates were standardized using the age composition of the total
sample population.

Husband’s Work Status

As seen in Table 4.6, the work status of the husband has relatively little
impact on the average number of live births per respondent. The adjusted means
for the total sample differ by only 0.2 births, with the women whose husbands
were not working having fewer births. The lack of a strong relationship
between husband's employment status and fertility is probably due to the fact
that work status refers only to the two-week period prior to the survey, while
the number of live births is a cumulative measure. For many of the husbands,
the '"not working'" status is a temporary situation which will not, unless it is

maintained over a long period, have much of an effect on fertility.
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Husband’s Occupation

The husband's occupation does appear to have some effect on fertility.
Table 4.6 shows that respondents whose husbands are in professional, technical
or clerical positions have the lowest fertility levels of any of the occupa-
tional groups shown (excluding the relatively few responses in the '"other"
category). The total adjusted number of live births for this group is 4.2.
The standardized means in the total sample, as well as in Upper and Lower
Egypt, for this "white collar" group are about 0.4 births fewer than the over-

all means for the respective areas.

The occupational group with the highest adjusted fertility level is that
of sales workers, with an overall adjusted mean of 5.0. The occupational
groups of skilled and unskilled workers and agricultural workers fall between

these extremes, with no clear pattern evident.

SURVIVING CHILDREN

In an area of moderately high mortality levels, such as rural Egypt, many
women experience the death of one or more of their children while they them-
sel.:s are still of childbearing age. In such cases, it is likely that some of
the cumulative fertility, as measured in numbers of live births, is an attempt

to replace the children lost to mortality.

Table 4.7 presents a comparison of mean number of live births and sur-
viving children by age of the mother at the time of the survey. The force of
mortality in Egypt is evident in these data, as women in rural Egypt reported

an average of 3.3 living children per woman, compared to 4.6 live births.

As would be expected, the gap between the average number of births and
surviving children increases with age (Figure 4.1). Women 30 to 34 years old
in the ECPS reported losing over one child on average to mortality, while women
over 40 have lost two or more children on average. Thus, while the average
woman at the end of her childbearing years (45-49 years) in rural Egypt had
given birth to about 7.4 children, only about 4.7 were still alive at the time
of the survey.
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Table 4.7

MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN AND SURVIVING CHILDREN AMONG EVER-MARPIED
WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS BY CURRENT AGE AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Current Age

Total Rural

Upper Egypt

Lower Egypt

Ever Ever Ever
Born Surviving Born Surviving Born Surviving
Total 4,62 3.30 4,67 3.15 4,57 3.44
15-19 Years .66 1A .68 .54 .64 .95
20~.24 Years 1.93 1.56 2.11 1.60 1.77 1.52
25-29 Years 3.62 2.78 3.76 2.74 3.49 2.81
35-39 Years 6.60 4.74 6.68 4.59 6.53 4.88
40-44 Years 7.32 4.94 7.73 4,89 6.94 4.99
45-49 Years 7.41 4,74 7.40 4,33 7.42 5.05
FIGURE 4.1

Mean Number of Live Births and Surviving Children Per Ever-Married Woman

Aged 15-49 Years, by Current Age and Region, Rural Egypt, 1980

Mean Number of Children

Live Births {

TUL TUL TUL TUL TUL TUL TUL
15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45.49
Years Years Years Years Years Years Years
Current Age
T—Total Rural

Deceased Children
B Surviving Children

U—Upper Egypt
L.—Lower Egypt
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There appears to be a substantial regional variation in mortality as well.
Women in Upper Egypt have lost an average of 1.5 children, compared to only 1.2
children in Lower Egypt. As a result of this difference, women in Lower Egypt
overall have a larger number of surviving children (3.4) than do women in Upper
Egypt (3.2) even though the average number of births among rural women in Lower

Egypt is slightly lower than the average for Upper Egypt.

ESTIMATES OF INFANT MORTALITY

The child survivorship data shown in Table 4.7 can be used to estimate
levels of infant mortality in rural Egypt. The method developed by Brass for
such estimation, and subsequent modifications proposed by Sullivan and by
Trussel, yield estimates of the probabilites of dying up to various ages (Brass
and Coale, 1968; Brass, 1975; Sullivan, 1972; and Trussell, 1975). Given these
probabilities, and the Coale-Demeny regional model life tables, an implied
level of infant mortality can be obtained (Feeney, 1976). All of these esti-
mation methods use information on the average survival experience of children
born to women in various age groups; the resulting infant mortality estimates,
therefore, refer to slightly different time periods, depending on the cohort of

women from which the survivorship data are drawn.

Indirect estimates of infant mortality that were derived using ECPS data
and the various estimation techniques are presented in Table 4.8. They cover
the period 1971 to 1977. Estimates for the year of the survey (1980)--based on
the responses of women 15-19 years of age--are generally considered unreliable
and have not been presented. Estimates based on the Brass, Sullivan, and
Trussell methods were converted into infant mortality rates using the South

region of the Coale-Demeny model life tables.

Also shown in Table 4.8 are estimates, by region, for 1977 from the 1979
Rural Fertility Survey (RFS) (Rashad, 1980). These estimates were obtained
directly, from pregnancy history data collected in thau survey. In the final
column of Table 4.8 are estimates recently prepared by the Egypt Panel of the

National Acadamy of Sciences Committee on Population and Demography which are
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based on adjusted registered data on births and infant deaths (Hational Academy
of Sciences, 1982, p. 14). The latter estimates for all rural Egypt and Upper
and Lower Egypt are, unfortunately, available only for the 1975-1976 period.

Table 4.8

ESTIMATES OF INFANT MORTALITY FROM VARIOUS SOURCES BY REGION, RURAL EGYPT,
1971-1977

Direct
Region and Approximate Indirect Ests. Based on ECPS Estimate  NAS b
Age Group Reference from 1975-76
Used Date Brasgs Sullivan Feeney Trussel RFS 1979
Total Rural
20-24 Years 1877 129 135 137 130 125 123
25-29 Years 1875 146 148 159 151 - -
30-34 Years 1973 151 151 163 156 - -
35-39 Years 1971 152 - 169 159 - -
1977 167 170 185 166 140 153
25-29 Years 1975 167 165 186 169 - -
30-34 Years 1973 175 172 195 178 - -
35239 Years 1¢71 166 - 170 171 - -
Lower Egypt
20-24 Years 1977 106 112 109 107 113 100
25-29 Years 1975 127 130 134 132 - -
30-34 Years 1973 132 134 138 138 - -
35-39 Years 1971 140 - 147 148 - -

8Rashad, 1980.
bNational Academy of Sciences, 1982.

Estimates shown in Table 4.8 reveal a moderately high level of infant
mortality in rural Egypt. The most recent data shown (1977) indicate that
around 130 of every thousand (or about one in every eight) babies borm in rural
Egypt dies within the first year. This level represents, however, an improve-
ment over levels earlier in the decade. The ECPS estimates consistently show a

level of over 150 infant deaths per thousand live births for the 1971-73

period.
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Levels of infant mortality are higher in rural Upper Egypt than in Lower
Egypt. The ECPS estimates for Upper Egypt suggest that as recently as 1977 the
infant mortality rate was in the range of 160 to 180 per thousand live births.
There is little indication of improvement in infant mortality level in Upper
Egypt in the 1970's. In Lower Egypt, on the other hand, substantial progress
has apparently been made in efforts to reduce the infant mortality rate.
Figures for the 1971 to 1977 period indicate a drop in the infant mortality
rate from over 140 in 1971 to around 110 in 1977.

Figures for 1975-76 estimated by the NAS Panel on Egypt and for 1977 from
the RFS are generally supportive of the infant mortality level estimated in the
ECPS. The NAS and RFS estimates for all rural Egypt and Lower Egypt are very
similar to those obtained with ECPS data. The ECPS estimates for Upper Egypt,
however, are slightly higher.

CURRENT FERTILITY

In addition to information on the number of births and surviving children
the respondents were also asked the date of their last live birth (Question
208). These data have been utilized to provide an indication of current levels

of fertility in rural Egypt.

A total of 1,228 births were reported by the ECPS respendents to have
occurred in the 12 months preceding the survey. Of these, 606 were births to
women in Upper Egypt, while 622 births occurred to women in Lower Egypt. These
figures represent marital general fertility rates of 253 births per thousand
married women for rural Egypt, and 266 and 242 for Upper and Lower Egypt,
respectively. Overall, then, about one married woman in four had experienced a

birth in the year preceding the survey.

Table 4.9 shows estimates of the age specific rates for rural Egypt.
These data indicate that fertility levels in rural Egypt are moderately high
throughout much of a woman's reproductive years. The unadjusted age specific
rates are above 250 births per thousand women beginning in the age group 20-24
and continuing through age 30-34. The unadjusted rates suggest that at these
fertility levels a woman would have 5.8 births in her reproductive period.
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Table 4,9
AGE-~-SPECIFIC AND TOTAL FERTILITY RATES, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Unad justed Age=S8pecific

Current Age Age-Specific Fertility Rates Adjustgd
Fertility Rates By the Brass Method
15-19 Years .076 117
20-24 Years .252 .335
25-29 Years 302 .381
30-34 Years .261 .318
35-39 Years .161 .194
40-44 Years 086 .098
45-49 Years 020 .019
Total Fertility Rate 5.790 7.310

aAdjusted using the PZIF2 ratio.

Information on the date of the last live birth on which these estimates of
the age specific rates are based are subject to various errors. The accuracy
of all date information is, first of all, problematic in a country ir which
literacy levels are relatively low. Recall errors also can lead to the dis-
tortion of the length of the interval between the last birth and the interview.
Also, children that have died may not be reported, especially if they died at a
very young age. The errors introduced in these data typically result in an

underestimation of fertility levels.

Variocus researchers have developed methods to adjust the reported data for
such errors. Among the most well known of these methods is one proposed by
William Brass, which uses the reported numbers of children ever born to adjust
the data on births in the 12 monchs preceding the survey (Brass and Coale, 1968
and Brass, 1975). Such an adjustment, of course, involves a number of assump-
tions, which may or may not hold for a specific application. In particular,
the adjustment is dependent on the reported schedule of children ever born. 1In

a country experiencing fertility decline, this assumption may not be wvalid.

The results of the application of the Brass fertility method are presented
in Table 4.9 together with the unadjusted fertility data primarily for compara-
tive purposes. The determination of a single "best'" current fertility estimate

from these data should result from a more extensive analysis of the available
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data and will not be attempted here. The adjusted rates, as expected, sugpgest
a much higher total fertility rate of 7.3; a 26 percent adjustment to the
reported figures. The adjusted age specific rates reach a peak of 381 births

per thousand women in the 25 to 29 year age group, compared to an unadjusted
level of 302,

In summary, available information on current fertility in rural Egypt
suggests that fertility levels among rural women remain high. The range
between unadjusted fertility rates and those adjusted by the Brass method
indicates that rural Egyptian women currently have an average of from six to
seven births in their lifetime. An examination of the possible sources of

error suggests that the higher figure is perhaps closer to the actual level
than is the lower figure.
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Chapter 5
FAMILY SIZE DESIRES

SUMMARY: ECPS data suggest that many women in rural Egypt wani to
limit their family size. Around one out of every two women in rural
areas says she does not want another child. The proportion desiring to
control their fertility increases systematically with age and family
size. Socio-economic differcntials in the percentage desiring no more
children, which favor more educated women, working women, and women
employed in agricultural occupations, disappear as family size in-
creases. Differentials between women in Upper and Lower Egypt persist
amonig women whatever their current family size although they tend to
decrease as the number of surviving children increases.

The ECPS results regarding the ideal family size among women in rural
Egypt indicate that women are presently having more children than they
regard as optimal. One out of every three married women currently haz
more children than what she regards as ideal for a woman in her situ-
ation. The mean ideal family size among rural women--3.6 children-~is
considerably less than the average number of surviving children a woman
nearing the end of her childbearing period currently has (4.7 chil-
dren). The ideal for a daughter (3.1 children) is, in turn, lower than
that the woman expresses for herself. Family size ideals are consis-
tently higher in Upper than in Lower Egypt.

Son preference appears to have a strong impact on family size desires
in Egypt. The average woman is more likely to prefer to have more sors
than daughters. Women who have no sons are less likely than women with
at least one son to want to cease childbearing.

Considering attitudes toward childspacing, only one out of every four
women desiring to have another child indicated she wanted to delay the
birth. The mean ideal interval between marriage and the first birth is
17 months, suggesting that women in rural Egypt think childbearing
should begin very soon after marriage. They also prefer & relatively
short average spacing interval (29 months) between births after a woman
has had her first child.

The * ° ., ot Contraceptive Prevalence Survey collected information on
future fert:.:.+ intentions and on family size norms among women in rural
Egypt. These data indicate the proportion of rural women who want to cease
childbearing and the number of children rural women expect to have as well as
their family size ideals. The ECPS data also permit an investigation of the

existence and impact of son preference on family size attitudes. Finally,
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information on the percentage of women interested in delaying their next preg-
nancy and on the ideal average number of months between births provides insight
into childspacing attitudes which, like family size desirves, have importent
implications for future fertility behavior.

DESIRE FOR ADDITIONAL CHILDREN

ECPS respondents were asked whether or not they wanted to h-e additiczal
children in the future (Question 407). Their responses suggest that more than
one-half of all currently warried women (53 percent) in all rural Egypt desire
no additional children, 10 percent are undecided, while the remainder want more
children (Table 5.1). The proportion who want to cease childbearing is lower
in Upper Egypt (42 percent) thsan in Lower Egypt (63 percent).

Table 5.1

PERCENT DISTRIGUTION OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS
BY THE DESIRE FOR MORE CHILDREN AND REGIOH, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Desire for Total Upper Lower

lore Children Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Humber 4,847 2,276 2,571
Total Percent 160.0 100.0 100.0
Desires Ho Hore
Children 53.2 62,5 62,7
Pasives Additional
Children 37.0 65,7 29.3

Undeeided 2.7 11.7 8.0

Table 5.2 shows the proportion of currently married women desiving no
additional children by curvent 3ge and surviving childrven. Ag expected, the
proportion increases systematically with age, varying from 7 percent for uecmen
azed 15-19 to 74 percent for women aged 45-49 years. Similar patterns hold for
“ruwer and Upper EBgypt with the proportions being uniformly smaller in each

sounger agr group for Upper Egypt.
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The proportion desiring no more children is also, as expected, positively
agsociated with the number of surviving children. While only 4 percent of
women with no surviving children desire no additional children, the percentage
increases steadily until it reaches 86 percent among women with at least six
surviving children. This pattern holds true for both Lower and Upper Egypt,
with the percentage desiring no more children again being somewhat smsller in

every family size category in Upper than in Lower Egypt.

Table 5.2

PERCENT OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15.49 YEARS WHO DO NOT
HANT ADDITIONAL CHILDREN BY SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS
AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Demographic Total Upper Lower

Characteristics Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 4,847 2,276 2,571

Current Age
15-19 Years 6.6 G.7 8.8
20-24 Years 26,5 15.4 36.2
25229 Years 49,5 35.6 61.8
30-34 Years 72.2 57.2 83,2
35239 Years 73.2 60.5 84.9
40-44 Years 77.2 73.9 80.3
45-49 Years 74.1 72 .6 75.4

Surviving Children
None 3.9 2.3 5.6
One Child 13.3 11.7 15.0
Twe Children 41.9 29 .4 56.2
Three Children 58.8 41 .2 74.0
Four Children 76.1 62 .6 87.0
Five Children 79.4 69.6 87.5
Six Children or More 85.8 80.7 89.7

Table 5.3 controls for the number of surviving children in examining the
variation in the percentage who want no additional children in relstion to
selected socio-economic background characteristics of currently married ECPS
respondents. In rural Egypt, a woman's educational level is related to her
desire to limit family size. For example, only 26 percent of illiterate women
with one or two surviviag children indicate that they do not want enother child
while the percentages among literate women with less than a primary school
education and among women who have completed primary school in the same family

size category are 32 and 41 percent, respectively. Education continues to show
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an effect on the desire for more children as family size increases, although
the educational status differentials in the proportion desiring no more

children narrow considerably among women with six or more children.

Similar patterns are observed in examining the relationship between the
desire for more children and a woman's employment status. Among working vomen
with less than three children, the percentage who want no more children is
somewhat greater than among women in the same family size category who are not
employed. Among women with three or more children, the difference in the
percentages desiring to cease childbearing between working and nonworking women

becomes negligible.

Oversll, socio-economic differentials in the desire for no additional
children presented in Table 5.3 are surprisingly narrow. The ECPS results,
thus, suggest that 70 percent of all currently married women with three or more
surviving children, whatever their socio-e:onomic status, want to cease child-
bearing. The number of surviving children and region of residence appear to
have a greater influence on the desire for children than any of the socio-

economic status measures.

Table 5.3

PERCENT OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS WHO DO NHOT WANT ADDITIOHAL
CHILDREN BY SELECTED SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WOMAN AUD RNUMBER OF
SURVIVING CHILDREN, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Number of Surviving Children

Soclo-Economic Toteal :
Characteriatics Rural None 1-2 3-5 6 or
i Children Children More
Respondent Characteristics
Educational Status
Illiterate 52.6 3.8 26.4 69.1 85.5
Less than Primary 56.8 4.7 32.0 81.5 86.0
Completed Primary 56 .9 6.3 41,0 83.9 92.3
Employment Status
Vorking 54 .6 8.1 38.3 69.9 83.3
Not Working 53.1 3.7 27.2 70.9 86.0
gﬁcu ation
Agricultural 56.5 25.0 44,4 55.3 81.3

Honagricultural 53.9 3.4 37.8 79.2 82.8
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EXPECTED FAMILY SIZE

Women who wanted more children were also asked about the number of addi-
tional children they desired (Question 408). Adding the number of additional
children a woman says she wants to the number she currently has provides a
measure of the completed family size she expects.1 The ECPS results shov that
the mean expected family size among ever-married women in rural Egypt is 4.3
children. A comparison of the mean expected family size with the mean number
of surviving children (current family size) suggests that, on average, women in

rural Egypt would like to have one additional child.

Table 5.4 shows that the mean expected family size varies with age, in-
creasing from 3.4 children among women aged 15-19 years to 5.5 children among
women in the 40-44 age cohort, before falling off slightly to 5.1 children
among women in the 45-49 year age group. The latter average reflects the fact
that, as mentioned above, the average number of surviving children reported by
women in the oldest cohort is somewhat smaller than that reported for the 40-44
age group. Women aged 45-49 also desire somewhat fewer additional children

than do younger women.

Family size expectations are higher among women in Upper Egypt than in
Lower Egypt. The mean expected family size is 4.6 and 4.1 children, respec-
tively, in the two regions. Table 5.4 shows that this regional differential
reflects differences between Upper and Lower Egypt in both components of the
family size measure--a higher mean number of surviving children in Lower than
in Upper Egypt (3.4 and 3.2 children, respectively) and a lower mean number of
additional children desired in Lower than in Upper Egypt (0.7 and 1.4 children,

respectively).

The expected family size measure was calculated as follows: (1) for women
who did not want more children (n=2,580), the expected number of children was
equal to the number of surviving children, and (2) for women who wvanted more
children (n=1500), the expected number of children was equal to the number of
surviving children plus the number of additional children desired. Vomen who
were not sure about their desire for additional children, or who gave non-
numeric responses regarding the number of children they wanted (n=767), were
excluded from the calculation of the expected family size measure.
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Table 5.4

MEAN NUMBER OF SURVIVING CHILDREN AND EXPECTED COMPLETED FAMILY $IZE AMONG
CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS BY CURRENT AGE AHD REGION, RURAL
EGYPT, 1980

Total Rural Upper Egypt lower Egypt
Expected Expected Expected
Surviving Surviving Surviving

Children 'oril’  Children Family o1 1dren Tomily
ze Size Size

Total Number 4,847 4,080 2,276 1,776 2,571 2,304
Total Mean 3.32 4.33 3.18 4.60 3.45 4311
15-19 Years .55 3.35 .55 3.82 .55 2.86
20-24 Years 1.59 3.27 1.64 3.85 1.55 2.86
25-29 Years 2;83 3.80 2.80 l‘.27 2.85 3045
30-34 Years 4.11 4.57 3.98 4,79 46,21 4,44
35.39 Years 4,90 5.39 4.72 5.48 5.07 5.31
45-49 Years 4,99 5.12 4,53 4,73 5.36 5.44

Table 5.4 also shows that the differences in the expected number of chil-
dren in Upper end Lower Egypt are greatest among women in the youngest cohorts
(15-24 years). The regional differentials narrow coasiderably with increasing
age until only relatively minor variations are observed among women 35 years
and older. The somewhat higher expected family size among women in Lower Egypt
thar among those in Upper Egypt in the 45-49 age group is primarily related to
the differences in the average number of surviving children reported by women
in the two regions, rather than to differences in the number of additional

children desired.

FAMILY SIZE DESIRES

While providing some indication of family size norms among women in rural
Egypt, the measure of expected completed family size may be upwardly biased
since it is likely that some women already have had more children than they
would consider ideal. In the ECPS, three additional indicators of family size

norms were, therefore, collected: (1) the total desired number of children; (2)
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the ideal number of children a respondent thought a couple like her husband and
she should have; and (3) the number of children she thought that her daughter
should have. An examination of thesc measures suggests that many women in
rural Egypt are experiencing higher fertility than what they regard as the
ideal.

Desired Famlly Size

To obtain an indicator of the desired number of children, women were asked
if they had ever considered at any time before the ECPS interview the question
of the total number of children they would like to have (Question 412). If
they had thought about the family size they wanted, they were asked about the

desired number of children (Question 413).

Cverall, only 1,257 women--26 percent of all currently married wemen in
the ECPS sample-~-indicated they had thought about the number of children they
would like to have and provided a2 numeric answer to the desired family size
question. There is a signiiicant regional differential in the proportion
responding; only one out of every five women in Upper Egypt answered the ques-

tion compared to almost one out of every three women in Lower Egypt.

An investigation of the background characteristics of the women ansvering
the desired family size question also shows that they are younger, more edu-
cated, more likely to be working, and more likely to have fewer children than
other ECPS respondents. Since they come mainly from those categories which are
assumed to have norms more favorable toward small families, their family size
desires probably do not reflect those of the entire population. Caution
should, thus, be used in making generalizaticns regarding the desired family
size based on their responses as their desires likely underestimate those among

all married women in rural Egypt.

The mean desired family size for all rural Egvpt was 3.1 children (Table
5.5). The mean for Lower Egypt (2.8 children) 15 significantly lower than the
mean for Upper Egypt (3.6). Overall, Table 5.5 shows that there is no con-
gsistent pattern in the variation in desired family size with age. The lowest

value (3.0 children) occurs among women in the 20-24 age group while the high-
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est value (3.6) is found in the 45-49 age group. The mean desired family size
increases systematically, however, with the number of surviving children,
ranging from 2.9 children among women with no surviving children to 3.5 chil-
dren among women who have 6 or more children. Similar patterns are evident in

both regions, althcugh the mean desired family size is consistently higher in

Upper Egypt.

Table 5.5

MEAN DESIRED FAMILY SIZE AMONG CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED
15-49 YEARS WHO HAD CONSIDERED THE QUESTION OF FAMILY SIZE PRIOR
TO THE ECPS BY CURRENT AGE, NUMBER OF SURVIVING CHILDREN, AND
REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Current Age and Total Upper Lower
Surviving Children Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 1,257 447 810
Total Mean 3.08 3.57 2.81
Current Age
15-10 Years 3.05 3.42 2.77
20-24 Years 2.97 3.56 2.68
25-29 Years 3.11 3.76 2.79
30-34 Years 3.02 3.57 2.76
35239 Years 3.23 3.42 3.12
40-44 Years 3.07 3.38 2.91
45-49 Years 3.58 4.08 3.17
Surviving Children
None 2.86 3.14 2.68
1-2 Children 2.98 3.50 2.69
3-5 Children 3.26 3.92 2.92
6 Children or More 3.47 4,05 3.19
Ideal Family Size

In the ECPS, a woman was also asked about the number of children she
considered ideal for couples like herself and her husband (Question 411).
Slightly more than 90 percent of all married women gave a numeric ansver to
this question. The mean ideal family size figures for those women are pre-

sented in Table 5.6. Overall, rural women think that those in their situation
ideally should have, on average, 3.6 children. The mean for Lower Egypt (3.2
children) was substantially below the mean for Upper Egypt (4.1 children).
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A woman was also asked about the number of children she thought her
daughter should have (Question 414). Slightly less than 90 percent of all
married women gave a numeric response to this question. Table 5.6 shows that
the average woman in rural Egypt thinks her daughter should have around three
children. The mean family size considered ideal for a daughter is again much

lower in Lower Egypt (2.8 children) than in Upper Egypt (3.7 children).

Table 5.6 indicates that there is no systematic variation by age in the
family size considered ideal for couples in her situation or the family size
regarded as ideal for a daughter. Both measures increased, however, with a
woman's current family size. Similar patterns are observed in Upper and Lower
Egypt, although wvalues in Upper Egypt are higher than those in Lower Egypt in

every family size category.

Table 5.6

MEAN FAMILY SIZE A WOMAN CONSIDERS IDEAL FOR HER SITUATION AND FOR HER DAUGHTER
BY CURRENT AGE, NUMBER OF SURVIVING CHILDREN, AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Rural Upper Egypt lower Egypt

gﬁii?ﬁinAggh??gren Woman's Ideal Homan's Ideal Homan's Ideal
8 Ideal for Ideal for Ideal for
Daughter Daughter Daughter
Total Number 4,531 4,265 2,020 1,787 2,511 2,478
Total Mean 3.55 3.14 4.06 3.67 3.15 2.76
Current Age
15-19 Years 3.47 3.22 3.92 3.71 2.99 2.77
20-24 Years 3.32 3.04 3.73 3.43 2.98 2.75
25-29 Years 3.56 3.17 4,15 3.76 3.08 2.73
30-34 Years 3.54 3.02 4.15 3.66 3.14 2.64
35239 Years 3.83 3.21 4,41 3.79 3.36 2.80
40-44 Years 3.70 3.24 4,22 3.83 3.28 2.80
45-49 Years 3.52 3.21 3.77 3.62 3.33 2.93
Surviving Children
None 3.20 2.96 3.58 3.30 2.84 2.68
1-2 Children 3.37 3.17 3.78 3.63 2.99 2.78
3-5 Children 3.63 3.15 4,17 3.76 3.23 2.74
6 Children or More 3.90 3.20 4.67 3.84 3.37 2.81
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COMPARISON OF FAMILY SIZE MEASURES

Overall Differentials

Figure 5.1 compares the various indicators of family size desires dis-
cussed above with the mean number of surviving children and mean expected
family size measure for currently married ECPS respondents. The results
suggest that there is considerable inconsistency between actual and expected
fertility behavior and family size ideals in rural Egypt. Overall, the average
married woman expects to have 0.6 children more than the mean number of
children she considers ideal for a woman in her situation. The latter measure,

in turn, exceeds the measures of the mean ideal family size for daughters and

the desired family size by 0.5 children.

FIGURE 5.1
Comparison of Mean Famlily Size Measures, Rural Egypt, 1980
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Table 5.7 shows the proportion of cases in which a woman's current family
size and her expected family size exceeds her ideal. The data indicate that
one out of every three marri:d women in rural Egypt currently has more children
than what she considers ideal. By the time they complete childbearing, almost
45 percent of these women expect to have more children than the number they
regard a» optimal. As expected, the proportion of women exceeding their ideal
increases with age, ranging from none among 15-19 vear olds to 63 percent for
women 45-49 years when considering current family size, and from 15 percent to
65 percent, when looking at expected family size. Older women, although they
have somewhat higher ideals, are more likely to already have and to expect to

have more children than they consider ideal compared to younger women.

Table 5.7

PERCENT WHOSE CURRENT FAMILY SIZE AND PERCENT WHOSE EXPECTED COMPLETED FAMILY
SIZE EXCEEDS THE FAMILY SIZE CONSIDERED IDEAL AMONG CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN
AGED 15-49 YEARS BY CURRENT AGE AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Rural Upper Egypt Lower Egypt
Current Age Current Expected Current Expected Current Expected
Exceeds Exceeds Exceeds Exceeds Exceeds Exceeds
Ideal Ideal Ideal Ideal Ideal ideal
Total 33.3 43,6 23.5 38.3 41,2 47.5
15.19 Years 0.0 15.2 0.0 16.8 0.0 13.7
20-24 Years 4.5 19.7 2.8 25.2 5.9 15.9
25-29 Years 20.9 32.9 14.5 30.6 26.1 34,6
30-34 Years 47.0 54.3 31.8 43.3 56.9 60.8
35-39 Years 55.7 646.9 38.1 51.0 69.9 75.2
40-44 Years 63.4 69.2 54,1 62.2 70.9 74.8
45-49 Years 63.3 65.0 46,8 51.1 75.2 75.1

Note: 1Ideal refers to the number of children a woman considers idesal for a
couple in her situation.
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The comparisons also highlight the differences in family size norus
between Upper and Lower Egypt. Women in Upper Egypt currently have an average
of 3.2 sarziving children--nearly one child less than what they consider to be
ideal (4.1 children). In contrast, the average woman in Lower Egypt currently
has 3.5 children--0.3 more than she regards as ideal. These results confirm
the conclusion reached earlier using results of the 1979 Rural Fertility Survey
that "Upper Egypt has an excess demand for children while Lower Egypt has an
excess supply" (Kelley, Khalifa and El-Khorazaty, 1982).

The comparatively smaller family size norms in Lower Egypt are also re-
flected in the data presented in Table 5.7. Because their ideals are lower,
women in Lower Egypt are more likely to already have, or to expect to exceed,
the number of children they regard as optimal than are women in Upper Egypt.
In Lower Egypt, 41 percent of the women already have more children than their
ideal, while only 24 percent of the women in Upper Egypt have exceeded their
optimum family size (Table 5.7). Before the end of childbearing, almost one
out of every two women in Lower Egypt expects her completed family size to
exceed her ideal, compared to fewer than two out of every five women in Upper
Egypt. Table 5.7 also shows that the regional differential is evident within

every age group except for women 15-19 years old.

Socio-Ecenomic Differentials

Table 5.8 relates differentials in the various family size measures to
selected socio-economic characteristics of the ECPS respondents. The table
shows a significant negative association for all the measures with the respon-
dent's educational status. The mean expected family size varies, for example,

rom 4.4 children among illiterate women to less than 3.5 children among those
who have completed at least primary school. The mean desired family size
ranges from 3.2 children among women who cannot read to 2.6 children among
women with a primary education. Similar patterns are observed for the ideal
family size measures; the mean ideal family size for a woman in the same situ-
ation as the respondent varies from 3.6 to 2.9 children in the lowest and
highest educational status categories. The comparable figures for the family

size considered ideal for a daughter are 3.2 and 2.6 children, respectively.
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EGYPT, 1980

Table 5.8

COMPARISON OF MEAN NUMBER OF SURVIVING CHILDREN, MEAM EXPECTED FAMILY SI1ZE AHD
MEAN DESIRED AND IDEAL FAMILY SIZE MEASURES FOR CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED
15-49 YEARS BY SELECTED SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS AND REGION, RURAL

Expected

Socio<Economic Surviving Famil DESiiid Woman's Igiil
Characteristics Children amily amity Ideal )
Size Size Daughter
Total Rural
Educational Status
Illiterate 3.38 4.45 3.20 3.65 3.24
Less than Primary 3.11 3.81 2.78 3.10 2.65
Completed Primary 2.75 3.49 2.63 2.91 2.61
Employment Status
Working 3.12 3.76 2.75 3.10 2.78
Not Working 3.36 4,37 3.11 3.59 3.17
Occupation
Agricultural 3.78 4.21 4,08 3.34 3.17
Nonagricultural 2.82 3.5 2.61 3.02 2.62
Upper Egypt
Educational Status
Illiterate 3.24 4,73 3.81 4.19 3.81
Less than Primary 2.76 3.74 3.00 3.27 2.89
Completed Primary 2.71 3.70 2.73 3.04 2.78
Employment Status
Working 3.11 3.92 2.89 3.46 3.29
Not Working 3.18 4.64 3.63 4.09 3.70
Cccupation
Agricultural 3.85 [N 3.50 3.70 4,21
Nonagricultural 2.83 3.73 2.87 3.32 2.99
Lower Egypt
Educational Status
Illiterate 3.52 4,21 2.87 3.19 2.81
Less than Primary 3.32 3.85 2.65 3.00 2.53
Completed Primary 2.78 3.36 2.58 2.82 2.49
Employment Status
Working 3.13 3.68 2.70 2.92 2.53
Not Working 3.48 4,15 2.82 3.17 2.78
Occupation
Agriculrural 3.74 4.13 4.20 3.21 2.82
Nonagricultural 2.81 3.43 2.49 2.84 2.42




Both employment status and occupation also have some influence on the
family size measures. Table 5.8 shows that women who are not working expect to
have an average of 4.9 children, around 1.1 children more than the mean for
working women. The ideal family size for nonworking women is somevhat lower
(3.6 children), but it remains higher than the mean ideal for working women
(3.1 children). A similar association is also observed for the average desired

family size and the average family size preferred for a daughter.

Finally, Table 5.8 also indicates that agricultural employment is associ-
ated with a higher mean expected family size. Women in agricultural positions
expect an average of 4.2 surviving children before they complete childbearing;
in contrast, among women in nonagricultural employment, the expected rompleted
family averages only 3.5 children. The desired and ideal family size measures
are also consistently higher among women working in the agricultural sector.
The mean family size preferred for daughters, which is the lowest average for
both groups is, for example, 3.2 children among those working in agriculture

compared to 2.6 children among those in nonagricultural occupations.

SON PREFERENCE IN RURAL EQYPT

Son preference is thought to be one of the major reasons for high fer-
tility in rural Egypt. Sons are assumed to be more highly valued than
daughters in predominantly agricultural societies like rural Egypt because they
are more helpful on the farm and because they are a source of income and
security in old age. To obtain some indication of the existence of son pre-
ference among rural women, all currently pregnant women in the ECPS were asked
if they wanted a son or a daughter. ECPS data on the variation in the desire
for more children with the sex composition of surviving children in a family
can also be examined for evidence of son preferencc. Finally, the desired sex
composition for the completed family provides another indication of son pre-

fereace.
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8ex Preference for Current Pregnancy

Pregnant women were asked about their sex preference for their current
pregnancy (Question 215). Overall, the results show that preguant women do not
indicate a strong preference for either a son or a daughter. Only 12 percent
of all pregnant women express a preference for a son, and 14 percent prefer a
daughter (Table 5.9). About 73 percent express no preference. These three
percentages are 10, 16, and 73 percent, respectively, for Lower Egypt, and 15,
12, and 73 percent, respectively, for Upper Egypt.

Table 5.9

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENTLY PREGNANT WOMEN BY SEX PREFERENCE
AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

s . Total Upper Lower
Sz Preference Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 777 3586 421
Total Perce 1t 100.0 100.0 100.0
Prefers Son 12.5 15.2 10.2
Prefers Daughter 14.3 11.8 16.4

No Preference 73.2 73.0 73,2

[resire for More Children and Number of Sons

Table 5.10 shows that the number of surviving sons doer have a significant
impact on the desire for more children, particularly in Upper Egypt. For
example, currently married women with two children are much less likely to want
no additional children if they have no sons (29 percent) than if they have no

daughters (4/ percent). Similar patterns are observed in all other family size

categories.

The ECPS data also indicate son preference is stronger among wotien in
Upper than in Lower Egypt. Table 5.10 shows that, in every family size cate-
gory in Upper Egypt, less than one out of every five women with no sons in-

dicates she wants no additional children. In Lower Egypt, on the other hand,
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the percentage of women wantizy ro more children varies from © percent among
vomen with nc surviving children to 58 percent among women with four or wmore
children and no soas.

Women in Upper Egypt also seem to be less satisfied with oune son than
women in Lower Egypt. Yor example, among women with three children in Upper
Egypt, the percentage waating no additional childrven increases from 19 percent
sor those with no sons to 37 percent among women with one son before peaking at
55 percent among these with two sons. The Increase in the percentage wanting
ne addiiional children is much sharper in this family size category in Lower
Egypt-~from 37 percent among womer: with no sons to 73 percent among women with
one son before leveling off at 81 percent among wowen with two sons. Similar
patterns are observed ameng women with two children and those with four or more

children.

Table 5.1C

PERCENT OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN DEZIRING NO ADDITIONAL CHILD-
REN BY THE TOTAL NUMBER GF SURVIVING CHILDREN, TOTAL NUMBER OF
SURVIVING SONS, AND KEGLON, RUTAL £GYPT, 1960

e

Surviving Children Total Upper Lover

and Surviving Sons Ruzral Egypt Egypt
No Children 3.9 2.3 5.6
Cne Child 13.3 11.7 15.1
No Sons 0.1 6.0 12.6
One Son 16.6 16.3 16.8
Two Children 41.9 29 .4 54,2
Mo Sons 29.3 15.9 39.3
One Son 44,2 29.7 £9.5
Twu Sens 47.1 37.% 57.1
Three Children 58.8 41.2 74,0
e Sons 26.4 19.1 36.7
One Son 55.3 37.1 73.1
Two Sons 70.8 54,7 81.2
Three Sons 57.6 40,7 75.0
Four Children or More 81.1 71.9 88.3
No Sons 39.1 13.2 58.3
One Son 73.4 55.6 86.8
Two Sons 81.0 .> 88.4
Three Sons 83.8 73 .5 91,6
Ffour Sons cr lMore 84.8 81.2 87.0




Desired Sex Composition of the Family

Data from the ECPS on the number of additional sons and daughters desired
by women can be combined with information on the current sex composition of
surviving children to obtain an indication of the desired sex composition of
the completed family in rural Egypt.2 Overall, the results suggest that cur-
rently married women would like an average of 2.4 sons compared to 2.0
daughters. In Lower Egypt women express a desire for an average of 2.2 sons
and 2.0 daughters while the comparable figures for Upper Egypt are 2.6 sons and
2.0 daughters.

Tsble 5.11, which presents the proportion of women desiring more sons,
more daughters or a balanced sex composition for their families, further illu-
strates the relatively strong preference for sons among women in rural Egypt.
Almost one out of every two women (45 percent) want to have more sons than
daughters compared to only around one out of every four women expressing &
desire for an equal number of sons and daughters (29 percent) or more daughters
than sons (26 percent). Table 5.11 also shows that region does not appear to
be strongly associated with desired sex composition. Women in Upper Fgypt are
only slightly more likely than women in Lower Egypt to prefer more sons than a
balanced sex composition or more daughters; the proportion desiring more sons

for Upper Egypt is 48 percent compared to 44 percent in Lower Egypt.

An examination of the variation in desired sex composition with selected
background characteristics suggests that younger women, women with fewer chil-
dren, educated women and working women are more likely than other women to
prefer an equal number of sons and daughters (Table 5.11). Similar differ-
entials are found for both Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt with women in Lower
Egypt in these categories displaying a greater preference for a balanced sex

composition for their families.

2 For those desiring no additional children, desired sex composition of the
family is equal to the current sex composition of the family.
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AGED 15-49 YEARS BY SELECTED BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS AND REGION, RURAL

EGYPT, 1980

Table 5.11
DPESIRED SEX COMPOSITION FOR THE COMPLETED FAMILY AMONG CURREHTLY MARRIED WOMEHN

Total Rural

Upper Egypt

Lower Lgypt

Characteristic More E 1 More More E 1 More  More Equal More
Boys 8L Girls Boys ML Girls Boys q Girls
Total 45.2 28.6 26.2 47.5 29.4 23.1  43.5 28.0 28.5
Current Age ,
15.24 Years 41 .6 43.2 15.2 47.1 40.6 12,6 37.6 45.3 17.2
25-39 Years 46,2 25.2 28.6 49,1 27.2 23.6  44.3 23.9 31.8
40-49 Years 46.6 21.1 32.3 44.9 22.9 32.3 48,1 19.6 32.3
Surviving Children
None 32.0 64.8 3.2 41.8 55.5 2.7 24.1 72.3 3.6
1-2 Children 42.0 40.6 17.4 47.1 39.6 13.3 37.5 41.5 21.0
3-5 Children 51.6 16.0 32.4 5i.1 17.5 31.3 51.8 15.1 33.1
6 Children
or More 43.4 22,0 36.6 45.3 24.0 30.6 42,0 20.6 37.4
Educational Status
Illiterate 45.7 28.2 26.0 48,1 29.1 22.8 44,0 27.6 28.4
Less than
Primary 45.1 26.3 28.6 48,3 27.6 24.1 43.6 25.7 30.7
Completed
Primary 38.6 35.2 26.3 39.1 35.6 25.3 38.3 34.9 26.8
Employment Status
" Working 38.2 32.6  29.2 36.5 36.5 27.0 39.0 30.8 30.2
Not Working 45,7 28.3 26,0 48.2 29.0 22.9 43,9 27.8 28.3

ATTITUDES TOWARD BIRTH SPACING

In the ECPS women who indicated that they wanted to have another child

were also asked about the timing they desired for the futnre birth (Question

408).

The data suggest that, in rural Egypt, onlyv one out of every four women

(26 percent) who want another child would like to delay their next pregnancy by

at least a year.

centage;

There is only a small regional differential in this per-

space their next birth while in Upper Egypt the percentage is 25.
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Those who wanted to delay their next pregnancy for more than a year are
considered as wanting to space their next birth (Table 5.12). The proportion
desiring to space births does vary with age, with women aged 20-29 years being
somewhat more likely than women in other age cohorts to want to delay a future
pregnancy. Younger women are obviously motivated by the desire to begin their
families while older women nearing the end of their childbearing years may not

be comfortable in postponing a wanted birth.

Table 5.12

PERCENT OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS WHO DESIRE TO
SPACE BIRTHS FOR MORE THAN A YEAR BY CURRENT AGE AND REGION, RURAL

EGYPT, 1980
Total Upper Lowver
Current Age Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 1,795 1,041 154
Total Percent 26.2 25.3 27.5
15-19 Years 23.7 22.9 24,6
20-24 Years 32.1 30.0 34,5
25229 Years 27.2 27.6 26.5
30-34 Years 25.8 28.2 21.2
35-39 Years 16.5 15.6 19.4
40-44 Years 10.7 11.8 9.1
45-49 Years 3.3 5.3 -

Data were also collected in the ECPS on the ideal interval between
marriage and the birth of the first child and on the ideal interval between
subsequent births (Question 406). Table 5.13 shows that, on average, women
prefer an interval of 17.1 months between marriage and the first birth. The
preferred interval for women in Lower Egypt (17.8 months) is somewhat longer

than that in Upper Egypt (16.1 months).

The mean interval desired between subsequent births--28.6 months--is
around a year longer than that preferred for the first birth. Again this mean
interval is somewhat higher in Lower cthan Upper Egypt (29.8 months and 27.1

months, respectively).
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Table 5.13

MEAN IDEAL INTERVAL BETWEEN MARRIAGE AND FIRST BIRTH AHD BETWEEN
SUBSEQUENT BIRTHS BY REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lover
Interval Rural Egypt Egypt
Marriage - First Birth 17.1 16.1 17.8
Subsequent Births 28.6 27.1 29.8
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Chapter 6
KNOWLEDGE AND APPROVAL OF FAMILY PLANNING

SUMMARY: Findings indicate that most women in rural Egypt knov at
least one modern contraceptive method and that, in general, they
approve of the use of family planning. Their recognition of specific
methods is, however, quite limited; only the pill and IUD are known by
a majority of rural women. There are also significant differences in
the level of knowledge and approval of family planning between Upper
and Lower Egypt with women in Upper Egypt being less likely than those
in Lower Egypt either to know about contraceptive methods or to approve
of their use. As expected, both levels of knowledge and approval vary
with socio-economic characteristics of respondents. Education status
demonstrates the greatest effect on both measures.

The 1980 Egypt Contraceptive Prevalence Survey collected information both
on contraceptive knowledge and on the approval of the use of family planning
among women in rural areas. This chapter considers overall levels of knowledge
and approval and reviews regional and socio-demographic differentials in these

variables.

KNOWLEDGE OF FAMILY PLANNING METHODS

A necessary but not sufficient condition for a successful family planning
program is that the population be knowledgeable about contraceptive methods.
To collect knowledge data, ECPS respondents were asked if they knew about
family planning (Question 301). Those who said they did were then asked to
name the methods they knew (Question 302). If they did not mention a par-
ticular method, the ECPS interviewer would name but not describe the method and
ask if they knew or had heard about it (Question 304). Vomen who reported that
they did not know any family planning methods were also prompted in this

fashion.

Knowledge data were obtained in this fashion for the following ten

methods: pill, IUD, condom, female scientific methods (foam tablets, creams,
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jelly), male and female sterilization, rhythm, withdrawal, abortion, and pro-
longed breastfeeding.1 In addition to these methods, provision was made in the

questionnaire to record any other methods named by respondents.

It should be recognized before undertaking a review of the ECPS data on
contraceptive knowledge that not all family planning methods are readily avail-
able nor effectively promoted in Egypt. Since its inception in 1965, the
government-sponsored population and family planning program has emphasized the
pill and IUD. For religious and cultural reasonms, abortion and sterilization
have not been promoted. It is also only recently that other modern methods,
including condoms and vaginal creams, foams and jelly, have received much
attenticn in the government program. In interpreting the knowledge data, it is
also important to realize that women may have been reluctant to admit knowledge
of a number of methods, including the condom, abortion and male and female

sterilization.

Level of Contraceptive Knowledge

The ECPS results indicate that contraceptive knowledge is widespread in
rural Egypt; 91 percent of all ever-married women know about at least one
family planning method. Regional differentials in the level of knowledge favor
Lower Egypt; 97 percent of ever-married women in that region recognized at
least one family planning method, compared to 84 percent in Upper Egypt. Vomen
are more likely to know a modern than a traditional method. Table 6.1 shows
that 90 percent know at least one modern method, while only 48 percent report
that they have heard about any traditional folk method. In Lower Egypt, a
higher percentage are knowledgeable about both modern methods (96 percent) and
traditional or folk methods (60 percent) than in Upper Egypt, where the two

percentages are 83 and 34 percent, respectively.

1 These mc Yods are frequently classified into two broad categories: (1)
modern or (2, traditional methods. Modern methods include the pill, condom,
I1UD, female scientific methods, male and female sterilization, and abortion.
Prolonged breastfeeding, rhythm, withdrawal and other folk methods are con-
gidered to be traditional methods.
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Table 6.1

LEVEL OF CONTRACEPTIVE KNOWLEDGE AMONG EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED
15-49 YEARS BY TYPE OF METHOD KNOWN AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Type of Method Total Upper Lover

Known Rural Egypt Egypt

Total Number 5,313 2,484 2,829
Percentage Knowing

Any Method 91.0 84.3 96.9
Percentage Knowing

Any Modern Method 90.3 83.3 96.4
Percentage K wing Any

Traditiona. Method 48.2 346.3 60.4

Knowledge of Specific Contraceptive Methods

The ECPS data confirm that the pill is the most widely recognized family
planning method in rural Egypt. Ninety percent of all ever-married women know
about the pill. As Table 6.2 suggests, the IUD is the only other family plan-
ning method known by a majority of women in rural Egypt (68 percent). The
level of knowledge of other methods varies from 42 percent for prolonged

breastfeeding to 4 percent for withdrawal.

In comparing levels of knowledge by region in Table 6.2, higher rates are
observed for all methods amor.g women residing in Lower Egypt than among women
residing in Upper Egypt. For example, in Lower Egypt 96 percent of all ever-
married women know about the pill compared to only 83 percent of the women in
Lower Egypt. The differential in the percentage knowing the IUD is even
larger; 83 percent know the IUD in Lower Egypt while only 52 percent recognize
it in Upper Egypt. Similar patterns are evident for other methods although the
size of the differentials is generally not as great as those for the pill and
the IUD.
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Table 6.2

PERCENT OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS KNOWING SPECIFIC
CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS BY REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Method Total Upper Lower

Rural Egypt Egypt

Total Number 5,313 2,484 2,829
Pill 89.9 82.9 96.1
Condom 11.4 7.5 14.6

Female Scientific

(Vaginal) Methods 6.4 4.0 8.5
1UD 68.5 51.7 83.1
Female Sterilization 26.2 14.2 36.7
Male Sterilization 5.4 3.7 6.7
Abortion 25.7 13.5 36.4
Prolonged Breastfeeding 42.3 27.6 55.1
Rhythm 5.4 3.3 7.4
Withdrawal 3.5 1.3 5.4
Ocher Methods 14.8 12.2 17.1

As seen in Figure 6.1, prompting2 led to impressive increases in the
reporting of contraceptive knowledge by respondents for most methods. Recog-
nition of sterilization and abortion, for example, increased significantly
following prompting. Both methods are not included in the government family
planning program and as such are not promoted in the same fashion as the pill
or the IUD. It is thus not unexpected that women indicate recognizing these

methods only after they are prompted.

Low percentages of knowledge for condoms and male sterilization, even with
prompting, may be due to shyness or cultural factors. Female scientific
methods, rhythm and withdrawal are also acknowledged by only a small proportion
of ever-married women, even with prompting. Except for the condom, which 11
percent of the women knew, the percentage of knowledge does not exceed 10

percent for any of these methods.

2 In the subsequent analysirc, "unprompted" knowledge refers to the situation
in which the respondent spontaneously recalled specific contraceptive methods.
"Prompted" knowledge refers to the situation in which the respondent did not
spontaneously recall a method but recognized it when the method was named by
the interviewer.
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FIGURE 6.1
Percent of Ever-Married Women Aged 15-49 Years Knowing Spacific
Contraceptive Methods by Type of Knowledge and Region, Rural Egypt, 1980
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Prolonged breastfeeding is worth particular attention. HNext to the pill
and IUD, it was the most widely known family planning method in rural Egypt;
42 percent of all ever-married women recognize it. Yet only 2 percent acknow-
ledge it as a contraceptive method without prompting. One reason for the low
unprompted percentage may be that women primarily view prolonged breastfeeding
as a folk method and thus are not likely to mention it spontaneously in

response to a general question about the family planning methods they know.

Number of Methods Known

Table 6.3 presents the percentage distribution of ever-married women by
number of family planning methods known. The table shows that the average
woman in rural Egypt knows three contraceptive m2thods. Fifteen percent of the

women know only one method while 50 percent know three or more methods.

VWomen in Lower E§ypt are likely to be familiar with a greater number of
methods than women in Upper Egypt.. Table 6.3 shows, for example, the average
number of methods known is fewer in Upper Egypt (2.2 methods) than in Lower
Egypt (3.7 methods). The percentage of women knowing three or more methods is

only 34 percent in Upper Egypt compared to 65 percent in Lower Egypt.

Table 6.3

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS
BY THE NUMBER OF CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS KNOWN AND THE AVERAGE
NUMBER OF METHODS KNOWN, BY REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Number of Total Upper Lower
Methods Known Rural Egypt Egypt

Total Number 5,313 2,484 2,829

Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
No Methods 9.0 15.7 3.1
One Method 15.4 22 .6 9.0
Two Methods 25.5 28.0 23.3
Three Methods 16.4 14.8 17.8
Four Methods or More 33.7 18.9 46.8
Average Number Known 3.0 2.2 3.7
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Demographic Differentlals

Differentials in the percentage knowing some contraceptive method and in
the mean number of methods known by selected demographic characteristics of
ECPS respondents are presented in Table 6.4. In general, there is little
variation in the percentage knowing at least one family planning method with a
woman's current age, with . excoeption that young women aged 15-19 years are
somewhat less famili - with contraceptive methods when compared to women aged
at least 20 years. Table 6.4 also shows that there is more discernible vari-
ation in the mean number of methods known with age. The lowest values are
registered for women aged 15-19 (2.3 methods) and women aged 45-49 (2.7
methods), respectively. The highesi value (3.3 methods) is found among women

aged 25-34. Similar patterns are observed for Lower and Upper Egypt.

Table 6.4

PERCENT KNOWING AT LEAST ONE CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD AND THE AVERAGE NUMBER
OF METHODS KNOWN AMONG EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS BY SELECTED
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Rural Upper Egypt Lower Egypt
Demographic Percent Avarage Percent Average Percent Average
Characteristics Knowing Number Knowing Number Knowing Number
At Least of At least of At Least of
One Methods One Methods One Methods
Method Known Method Known Method Known
Current Age
15-19 Years 82.6 2.3 76 .4 1.8 80.1 Z.9
20-24 Years 90.8 2.9 85.6 2.3 95.4 3.5
25-29 Years 91.9 3.3 84.5 2.3 98.5 4,1
30-34 Years 94.4 3.3 88.0 2.4 99.2 3.9
35-39 Years 93.3 3.2 88.1 2.4 98.0 3.8
40-44 Years y0.4 2.9 83.5 2.2 96.6 3.5
45-49 Years 90.1 2.7 81.2 1.8 96.8 3.4
Surviving Children
None 82.0 2.6 73.7 2.1 90.7 3.1
1-2 Children 89.0 2.9 82.6 2.1 95.5 3.6
3-5 Children 92.9 3.1 86.1 2.2 98.4 3.8
6 Children or More 96.0 3.2 91.8 2.5 99.1 3.8
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The proportion of women knowing at least one metiod inc-vases wivl: the
number of surviving children, from 82 perceat for women with no surviving
children to 96 percent among women with at least six surviving children. The
differences are greater in Upper Egypt (ranging from 74 v~ 92 percent, respec-
tively) than in Lower Egypt (ranging from 91 to 99 percent., respectively). The
mean number of methods known is also positively associated with the number of
surviving chiildren, varying 7crom an aver.ge of 2.6 methods among women with no
surviving children to 3.2 meciods for women with at least six sirviving chil-

dren. Again the values are higher for Lcwer Egypt than for Upper Ezvpt.

Socio-Fronomic Differentials

Socio-economic differentials in the percent knowing at ‘least ons con-
traceptive method and in the number of methods known are presented in Table
6.5. Educational attainment of the wife and the husband are, as expected,
positively related to contraceptive knowiedge. A considerable difference in
the percentage of women who have hesrd of a family planning method is observed,
for example, between illiterate women and women with at least some education
for all rural Egypt. The percentages knowing at least one method in these two
educational categories are 90 and 99 percent, respectively. The differential
is more prominent in Upper Egypt due to the considerably loweyr level of know-
ledge among illiterate women in this region. The rercentage knowing scae
method varied from only 83 percent among illiterate women in Upper bhygy:% to 99
percent for women who attended but did not complete primary school. In Lower
Egypt, the percentages for these groups are 96 and 99 percent, respectively.
The impact of the wife's education on awareness of contraceptive methods is
insignificant at higher education levels. Similar patterns are observed when

examining the variation in knowledss with the husband's educational status.

The number of methods known is positively correlated with both the respon-
dent's and her spouse's education. Illiterate women know, for example, only
2.7 methods while the mean reaches & value of 5.2 methods for women with at
least a primary education. The educaticual status differential in the mean
number of methods is much more pronounced in Upper than in Lower Egypt, due to

the relatively lower mean observed for illiterate womea (2.0 methods) in Upper

Egypt.
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Table 6.5

PERCENT KNOWING AT LEAST ONE CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD AND THE AVERAGE HUMBER
OF METHODS KNOWN AMONG EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS 0Y SELECTED
SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total! Rural Upper Egypt Lowcr Egypt
Socio-Economic Percent Ayerage Percent  Average Percent %%€f§g§
Chare~tecistics Knowing Number Knowing Number Knowing Number
’ At Least of At Least cof At lrast of
One Methods One Hethods Une Methotis

Method Known Method Known Mothed Known

e - wxvar

Reepondent's Characterist . :s

Educational Status

Illiterate &5 8 2.7 87.0 2.0 96.5 3.4
Levs than Primary 23,90 h,2 8.6 3.7 9.2 4.5
Completed Priaery 3.2 5.2 96.5 4,2 92.5 5.9
Employmet Status
Hor! ing 92.4 3.3 86.0 2,0 96.1 4.4
Not -"»rking 20.9 2.9 cb.2 2.2 97.0 3.6
pccuga%igg
Agricul tural 86.1 2.5 71.9 1.3 8¢8.9 3.0
Nonagricultural 96.4 4.5 90,6 3.6 199.0 0.2
Hueband 's Cha_acteristics
Educational 8tatus
Illiterate 87.5 “-5 81.1 1.9 95,9 3.3
Less than Primary 96.0 3.3 2.3 2.6 98.4 3.5
Crmpleted Primary 95.7 3.6 90.0 2.7 99.2 h.2
Completed Prep. 97.0 4.9 94.8 4.1 98.3 5.4
Employment Status
Vorking 92.1 3.1 85.8 2.3 87.3 3.7
Not Working 89.3 2.7 83.3 2.1 . 97.y 3.7
Occupation
Professional, Tech.
and Clerical 98." 4.4 95.6 3.7 99.2 4.8
Sales 3.9 3.1 89.8 2.4 99.3 3.9
Skilled Labor 94,1 3.4 90.4 2.7 97.3 4.0
Unskilled Labor 92.3 3.0 £6.2 2.3 98.4 3.7
Agricul ture 89.1 Z.6 31.1 1.9 96.3 3.3
Other 86.7 3.2 7.1 2.2 36.9 4,2
Household Characteristics
Land Ownersghip
Owns Land 93.3 3.2 87.7 2.4 Lé 3.7
Landless 90.1 Z.9 82.8 2.1 TEL7 3.&

——— e s ) A
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Vhile there is no significant relationship between contraceptive knowledge
and the employment status of the respcndent or her kusband, the percantage of
women knowing a method does vary with both the wife's and husband's occup ~ion.
Overall, knowledge iz lowesc¢ among respondents in agricultural positions (84
percent) and highest among tliose in ronagricultural jobs (96 percent;. These

occupational differentials are less evident in Lower than in Upper Egypt.

Considering the husband's occupation for currently married respondents,
the highest lsvels of knowledge are observed for wives of men in professioual,
technical, and clerical occupations (98 percent), followed by wives of salesmen
(94 percent), and skilled workers falso 94 percent). The lowest rates are

observed for wives of agricultural workers (89 vercent).

The mean number of methods known is higher amcng employed than among
nonworking woment. Occupation, especially that of the wife, is also related to
the numder of methods known, particularly in Upper Egypt. For example, women
in nonagricultural positions know 4.6 methods, on average, compared tc only 2.5
methods for women in agricultural occupations. The means for Lower Egypt for
these two occupational groups are 5.2 and 3.0 methods while, for Upper Egypt,

they arve 3.6 and 1.3 methods, respectively.

There are also differentizls in the number of methods known with the
husband's occupation. “nr example, wives o%f professional, technical aund
clerical employes know 4.4 metheds, on average, compared to 2.6 methods for
“ives of agricultural workers. These two means are 4.8 and 3.3 in Lower Egypt,
and 3.7 and 1.9 in Upper Egypt, respectively. ’'the means for other occupations
generally lie between the above mentioned extremes, and they exhibit less

regional variability.

Table 6.5 also shows that women in households which own some agricultural
land are somewhat move likely to know a family planning method (93 percent)
than women in landless houscholds (92 percent). Neither the differentials in
the percentage knowing a method nor in the average number of methods known are

st tamntial, particularly in Lower Egypt.
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APPROVAL OF FAMILY PLANNING USE

Favorable attitudes toward family planning are aaother important pre-
condition to contraceptive use. The results of a sample survey fielded in 1972
in rural areas of three governorates in Lower Egypt suggested that less than
one-third of the women in rural Egypt approved of the usz of family planning
methods at that time (Khalifa and Kader, 1981). The extent to which these
attitudes have changed was an important topic of investigation in the ECPS; all

respondents were asked whether they approved of the use of family planning to
prevent a pregn.ncy.

Level of Family Planning Approval

The level of approval of contraceptive practice has increased dramatically
in rural Egypt during the past decade. Currently about eight out of every ten
ever-married women in rural Egypt approve the use of family planning (Figure
6.2). Table 6.6 shows that women in Lower Egypt are more likely than those in
Upper Egypt to approve of family planning use. In Lower Egypt, 90 percent of
all ever-married women approve of the use of contraceptives while in Upper

Egypt this percentage is only 67.

Table 6.6 .

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS BY APPROVAL
OF FAMILY PLANNING AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Approval of Family Planning gﬁizi gg?gi ;g;;:
Total Number 5,313 2,484 2,829 .
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0

Apprcves 79.3 66.8 90.2

Disapproves 15.1 23.9 7.4

Undecided /Does Not Know Method 5.6 9.3 2.4
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FIGURE 6.2
Percent Distribution of Ever-Married Women Aged 15-49 Years by Knowledge
and Approval of Family Planning, Rural Egypt, 1980
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Differentials in Family Planning Approval

The relationships between approval of family planning use and a number of
demegraphic and socio-economic background variables among women knowing at
least one method are shown in Tables 6.7 and 6.8. The patterns are similar to
those for contraceptive knowledge. Approval is lowest among the youngest and
oldest women. Table 6.7 also shows that, for all rural Egypt, approval of
family planning use exhibits a small direct increase with the number of sur-
viving children, varying from 83 percent among women with no surviving children
to 85 percent among women with at least six surviving children. In Lower
Egypt, there is, similarly, a small but positive increase. No consistent pat-
tern is observed, however, between contraceptive approval and family size in

Upper Egypt.



Table 6.7

PERCENT OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS KHOWING AT LEAST OHE
CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD WHO APPROVE OF THE USE OF FAMILY PLANNIHG BY
SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Demographic Total Upper lover

Characteristics Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 4,836 2,095 2,741
Total Percent 82.9 71.9 91.4

Current Age
15-19 Years 81.3 73.3 89.5
20-24 Years 84.2 75.5 91.2
25-29 Years 86.6 78.0 93.2
30-34 Years 85.5 70.5 95.4
35-39 Years 82.7 69.2 93,7
t0Q-44 Years 80.8 69.1 89.8
45-49 Years 74.7 61.8 82.9

Surviving Children

None 82.9 74 .4 90.1
1-2 Children 82.1 72.2 90.7
3-5 Children 82.6 69.6 91.9
6 Children or More 84.9 74,5 91.9

The variation in the level of approval of family planning with education
is more significant than for the demographic differentials {(Tables 6.7 and
6.8). For example, only 81 percent of illiterate women approve of family
planning as compzred to 93 percent among women with at least a primary certifi-
cate. A similar pattern is observed for husband's educational status. For

both variables, the differences are greater in Upper than Lower Egypt.

Finally, Table 6.8 shows that there are small variations in the percent-
ages approving family planning by employment status, occupation and land owner-

ship. However, none of these variables, with the exception of spouse's occu-

pation, exhibits as large an influence on approval levels as education.
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Table 6.8

PERCENT OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS KNOWING AT LEAST
ONE CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD WHO APPROVE OF THE USE OF FAMILY PLANNING
BY SELECTED SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS AND REGION, RURAL
EGYPT, 1980

Socio-Economic Total Upper Lower
Characteristics Rural Egynt Egypt

Respondent's Characteristics

Educational Status

Illiterate 81.2 69.7 90.3

Less than Primary 92.3 86.4 95.4

Completed Primary 93.4 86.2 98.4
Employment Status

Working 85.0 74 .8 90.2

Not Working 82.8 71.7 91.5
Occupation

Agricultural 79.0 69.6 81.9

Nonagricul tural 89.1 78.2 95.4

Husband's Characteristics

Educational Status

Illiterate 78.2 67.1 89.5
Less than Primary 86.3 78 .4 91.1
Completed Primary 89.8 81.1 94,6
Completed Preparatory 94.4 86.7 98.7
Employment Status
Working 83.5 71.8 92.0
Not Working 80.6 76.8 85.3
Occupation
Professional, Tech.
and Clerical 91.9 86.7 94.5
Sales 83.2 6.2 93.7
Skilled Labor 86.8 77.9 94.2
Unskilled Laber 83.5 4.7 91.3
Agriculture 79.1 65.8 89.2
Other 84.6 79.6 88.9
Household Characteristics
Land Ownership
Owns Land 83.6 72.5 90.9
Landless 82.9 72.0 91.6
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Chapter 7
CONTRACEPTIVE USE

SUMMARY: 1In general, the contraceptive prevalence rate is low in rural
Egypt. The survey data show that 17 percent of currently married rurasl
women are using family planning with 15 percent employing a modern
nmethed. Current contraceptive usage is more widespread in Lower Egypt
where 25 percent of currently married women report they are using

family planning than in Upper Egypt where the prevalence rate is only 8
percent.

Levels of ever use of family planning in rural Egypt are more than
twice the levels of current usage. The ECPS results indicate 35 per-
cent of all ever-married women in rural Egypt have ever used any family
planning method. 1In Lower Egypt, 46 percent have ever used contra-
ception compared to only 22 percent in Upper Egypt.

The pill is clearly the most commonly used contraceptive method in
rural Egypt. Around one quarter of all ever-married women have used
the pill at least once, and 11 percent of currently married women were
using the pill at the time of the ECPS. The IUD and prolonged breast-
feeding are the only other methods used by significant proportions of
rural women in Egypt.

The ECPS data show that contraceptive use in rural Egypt varies with
age and is directly associated with the number of surviving children.
As expected, educational status (both of the woman and her husband) is
positively related to family planning use. Contraceptive use is
greater among women who are working, particularly those in non-
agricultural occupations. Contraceptive use is also generally greater
among women whose husbands worked in nonagricultural positions.

In the ECPS, ever-married women were asked if they had ever used each of
the contraceptive methods they knew (Question 303). Women who were currently
married were also asked if they were using, or had used during the month before
the survey, any contraceptive method to avoid getting pregnant (Question 306).
Their responses allow an examination of levels and differentials in the ever
use and current use of family planning among women in rural Egypt. These data,
which represent the most important irformation collected in the ECPS, are

presented in this chapter.
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EVER USE OF FAMILY PLANNING

Level of Ever Use

The ECPS results indicate that slightly more than one-third (35 percent)
of all ever-married women in rural Egypt have ever used any family planning
method (Table 7.1). Women in Lower Egypt are more likely to have practiced
family planning than women in Upper Egypt; the level of ever use is 46 and 22

percent, respectively, in the two regions.

Table 7.1

PERCENT OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS EVER USING ANY
CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD BY TYPE OF METHOD USED AND REGION, RURAL
EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lower
Method Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 5,313 2,484 2,829
Any Method 34.6 22.0 65,7
Any Modern Method 26.9 16.0 36.5
Pil1l 24.3 14.5 33.0
Condom 0.7 0.6 0.8
Female Scientific
(Vaginal) Methods 0.5 0.2 0.7
1UD 4.4 1.8 6.7
Female Sterilization 0.7 0.3 1.0
Any Traditional Method 12.1 8.1 15.7
Prolonged Breastfeeding 10.8 7.3 13.8
Rhythm 0.8 0.5 1.1
Withdrawal 0.4 0.2 0.6
Folk Methods 0.7 0.4 1.0

Ever Use by Method

Ever users are more likely to have used a modern than a traditional family
planning method. Table 7.1 shows that 27 percent of ever-married women have

used at least one modern contraceptive method. The comparable figure for
traditional methods is 12 percent. Around one out of every five ever users--§

percent of all ever-married women--have used only traditional methods.
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There is only a slightly greater tendency for ever users in Lower Egypt to
have used modern contraceptive methods when compared to those in Upper Egypt;
80 percent of all ever users in Lower Egypt have used at least one modern
method compared to 73 percent in Upper Egypt. Among all ever-married women the
percentages ever using modern contraceptives are 37 percent and 16 percent,
respectively, in Lower and Upper Egypt. Considering traditional method use, 16
percent of women in Lower Egypt and 8 percent of women in Upper Egypt have ever
used at least one traditional method. The percentages who have ever used only

traditional methods are 9 percent in Lower Egypt and 6 percent in Upper Egypt.

Table 7.1 shows that the pill is clearly the most frequently adopted
contraceptive method in rural Egypt; 24 percent of the women interviewed in the
CPS reported they had used the pill. The importance of traditional methods in
family planning practice in rural Egypt is also evident in Table 7.1. The
percentage of women who indicate they have prolonged the period of breast-
feecing in an effort to control births (11 percent) is, for example, more than
tvice the percentage who report ever use of the IUD (4 percent). Experience
with other effective methods is comparatively even more limited with less than
cne percent of the ECPS respondents reporting they had used either condoms
(0.7 percent), female sterilization (0.7 percent), or female scientific

(vaginal) methods (0.7 percent).

Figure 7.1 shows that ever-married women in Lower Egypt are slightly more
than twice as likely as women in Upper Egypt to have ever used oral contra-
ceptives. The percentages reporting ever use of the pill in Lower and Upper

Egypt are 33 percent and 14 percent, respectively (Table 7.1).

Figure 7.1 also indicates there are notable regional differentials in ever
use of the IUD and prolonged breastfeeding. In Lower Egypt, 7 percent of ECPS
respondents reported they had ever used an IUD compared to 2 percent in Upper
Egypt. For prolonged breastfeeding, the ever use percentages were 14 percent
and 7 percent in Lower and Upper Egypt, respectively. The comparatively small
differentials between the two regions in the level of ever use of other methods

also consistently faver Lower Egypt (Table 7.1).
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FIGURE 7.1
Percent of Ever-Marrled Women Aged 15-49 Years Knowing, and Percent Fver
Using, Selected Contraceptive Methods by Method and Reglon,
Rural Egypt, 1980
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Number of Methods Ever Used

Table 7.2 shows the distribution of ever users by the number of methods
used. Slightly more than three-quarters of the women ever practicing family
planning have used only one contraceptive method, about one-fifth have tried
two methods and less than 5 percent have experience with three or more methods.

The mean number of methods used among ever users in rural Egypt is 1.2 methods.

Ever users in Lower Egypt are somewhat more likely to have used at least
two contraceptive methods than those im Upper Egypt; only around one out of
every six ever users in Upper Egypt had experience with more than one method,
compared to one out of every four ever users in Lower Egypt. Few ever users in
either region had tried more than three methods. The mean number of methods

ever used was 1.2 and 1.3 methods in Upper and Lower Egypt, respectively.
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Table 7.2

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER USERS BY THE NUMBER OF METHODS USED),
AND THE MEAN NUMBER OF METHODS USED, BY REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Number of Total Uppar Lover

Methods Used Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 1,839 547 1,292
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0

One Method 17.2 83.7 14.4

Two Methods 18.4 13.2 20.7

Three Methods 3.5 3.1 3.7

Four Methods or More 0.9 1.2 0.0

Average Number Used 1.2 1.2 1.3

Demographic Differentials

Table 7.3 shows that the percentage of ECPS respondents who have ever used
a family planning method varies with age, ranging from a low of 5 percent among
ever-married women aged 15-19 years to a peak of 48 percent among women aged
35-39 before dropping off again slightly among women in the oldest cohorts. A
similar relationship between age and ever use is cobserved among women in both
Upper and Lower Egypt (Table 7.3). It should be noted, however, that the
percentage ever using some family planning method is substantially higher among

every age cohort in Lower Egypt when compared with the levels in Upper Egypt.

The relationship of use with the number of surviving children is direct.
The percentage who have used at least one method varies from a negligible
2 percent among women with no surviving children to 54 percent among women with
six or more children (Table 7.3). The latter percentage, although indicative
of the clear effect that increasing family size has on family planning use,
nevertheless, also indicates that almost one-half of the women in rural Egypt
with six or more surviving children (46 percent) have never attempted to plan

the size of their families.

The positive association between ever use and family size is evidént in
both Upper and Lower Egypt (Table 7.3). Women in every family size category

are considerably more likely to have had some experience with family planning
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Table 7.3

PERCENT OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS WHO HAVE EVER USED AT LEAST
ONE CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD AND THE PERCENT WHO HAVE EVER USED AT LEAST ONE
MODERN CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD BY SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS AND
REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Totel Rural Upper Egypt Lower Egypt

Demograph ic Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
Characteristic Ever Ever Ever Ever Ever Ever
) Used Used Used Used Used Used

Any Modern Any Modern Any Modern

HMethod Method Method Me thod Method Method

Current Age

15-19 Years 5.2 3.5 3.2 1.8 7.7 5.6
20-24 Years 25.1 17.6 1.2 11.5 32.2 23.0
25-29 Years 36.2 26.8 22 0 14.2 48.9 38.1
30-34 Years 47.4 37.1 30.4 22.6 59.9 47.7
35-39 Years 47.7 41.0 30.¢ 25.5 63.1 55.0
40-44 Years 39.7 33.0 29.2 22.7 49.1 42.3
45-49 Years 32.2 23.4 19.2 12.6 42.0 31.6
Surviving Children
None 1.8 1.4 1.5 1.2 2.2 1.5
1-2 Children 23.1 16.0 14.4 9.0 32.0 23.0
3-5 Children 43.7 33.2 27.2 18.8 57.2 45.0
6 Children or More 54.3 47.0 40.5 34.2 64.3 56.3

in Lower than in Upper Egypt. Among women with six or more children, where the
highest percentages ever using are observed in both regions, the proportion
ever using family planning in Lower Egypt (64 percent) is 58 percent higher
than comparable figure for Upper Egypt (40 percent).

Socio-Economic Differentlals

Table 7.4 presents the variation in the percentages of ECPS respondents
ever using any family planning method and any modern method with selected
socio-economic background characteristics of the respondents. These data
suggest that in rural Egypt, more educated women, women who are working, and
employed women in nonagricultural occupations are more likely than other women
to have ever used family planning. Among currently married women, moreover,

the highest percentages ever using any family planning method and ever using a
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Table 7.4

PERCENT OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS WHO HAVE EVER USED AT LEAST
ONE CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD AND THE PERCENT WHO HAVE EVER USED AT LEAST OHE
MODERN CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD BY SELECTED SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS AND
REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Rural Upper Egypt Lower Egypt
. Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
Socio«Economic
Characteristics Ever Ever Ever Ever Ever Ever
Used Used Used Used Used Used
Any Modern Any Modern Any Modern

Me thod Method Method Me thod Me thod Method

Respondent's Characteristics

Educational Status

Illiterate 32.2 24,2 19.9 14.0 43.5 33.6
Less than Primary 47.8 41.9 34.5 28.2 54.9 49,2
Completed Primary 51.6 46.3 42.0 35.7 38.3 54.1
Employment Status
Working 42,6 33.8 29.4 23.1 50.0 39.8
Not Working 34.0 26.4 21.6 15.6 45,2 36.2
Occupation
Agricultural 28.3 19.°5 9.4 6.3 35.8 24,7
Nonagricultural 49.4 40.9 36.5 30.2 57.6 bi.7
Husband's Characteristics
Educational Status
Illiterate 30.0 21.6 18.7 12.2 63.7 33.0
Less than Primary 41.3 33.5 26.8 20.1 50.7 42.2
Completed Primary 45.4 39.0 30.6 26.2 56,5 46,8
Completed Prep. 49.1 45.3 62.2 40.0 53.0 48,3
Employment Status
Working 37.3 29.3 23.6 17.3 48.5 39,2
Not Working 30.6 21.5 20.8 14.6 44,9 31.¢4
Occugation
Professional, Tech.
and Clerical 48.5 43.1 39.5 36.1 53.2 46.8
Sales 42.9 36.5 32.8 24.2 55.9 52.5
Skilled Labor 40.1 30.8 27.6 18.3 51.1 41.7
Unskilled Labor 37.4 28.7 24,4 16.2 50.5 41.5
Agriculture 30.5 22.0 16.0 11.0 43.5 32.0
Other 39.3 32.6 27.1 25.7 52.3 40.0
Household Characteristics
Land Ownership
Cwns Land 36.7 26.2 25.6 17.3 44,7 34.2
Landless 33.6 27.1 20.2 14.7 46.0 36.9
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modern contraceptive are observed for women whose husbands have completed at
least preparatory school, women whose husbands are working, snd woemen wvhose
tiusbands are in professional, technical or clerical occupations. Ho signifi-
cant relationship is apparent between ever use and the household's ownership of
land.

The data in Table 7.4 indicate that socio-economic differentials in the
percentage evex practicing contraception generally appear to be somewhat nar-
rower in Lower Egypt than in Upper Egypt. For example, in Upper Egypt, the
percentage ever using any contraceptive method increases from 20 percent among
illiterate women to 34 percent among literate women with less than a primary
school education before reaching a maximum of 42 percent among women with a
primary or higher education. In Lower Egypt, the percentages for these three
groups are 44, 55, and 54 percent, respectively. Thus, although educational
status has an impact on contraceptive usage in both regions, there is a thres-
hold effect in Lower Egypt that is not evident in Upper Egypt. Similar pat-
terns are observed in comparing the regional differemtials in ever use for

other socio-economic characteristics of the ECPS respondents and their spouses.

CURRENT USE OF FAMILY PLANNING

Level of Current Use

The ECPS findings suggest that 17 percent of all currently married women
aged 15-49 years in rural Egypt are currently practicing family planning. This
represents roughly one-half of all currently married ever users of family
planning in rural Egypt. Substantial regional differentials in current contra-
ceptive usage are evident in rural Egypt. In Upper Egypt, Table 7.5 shows that
8 percent of all currently married women are currently using family planning.
This represents slightly more than one-third (36 percent) of all married ever

users (Figure 7.2). In Lower Egypt, the contraceptive prevalence rate is much
higher; 25 percent of all currently married women-~-around one out of every two

ever users--is currently practicing family planning.
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Table 7.5

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF ALL CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS
BY PATTERN3 OF CONTRACEPTIVE USE AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lover

Patterns of Use Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 4,847 2,276 2,571
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0

Currently Using 17.1 8.1 25.0

Not Currently Using 82.9 91.9 75.0
Used in Past 19.4 15.0 23.2
Never Used 63.5 76.9 51.6

FIGURE 7.2
Percent Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 Years by
Knowledge and Use of Contraceptive Methods, by Region, Rural Egypt, 1980
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Prevalence levels in rural Egypt are considerably lower than urban rates.
Table 7.6 compares ostimates of contraceptive prevalence fur urban and rural
Egypt fron a number of fertility surveys fielded ir Egypt during the period
1974~1980. According to these data, prevalence rates among currently married

women averaged 40-45 percent during the period in urban areas while they ranged
from 12-17 percent in rural areas.

Table 7.6

ESTIMATES OF CONTRACEPTIVE PREVALENCE AMONG CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN IN
URBAN AMD RURAL AREAS FROM VARIOUS FERTILITY SURVEYS, EGYPT, 1974-80

Survey Total Urban Rural
National Fertility Survey, 1974752 26.5 45 .4 12.9
Rural rertility Survey, 1979b - - 15.5
Egyptian Fertility Survey, 1980° 23.8 39.8 11.7

Egyptian Contraceptive Prevalence
Survey, 1980 - - 17.1

8caPMAS, 1978.
bKelley, Khalifa, and El-Khorazaty, 1982.

CCAPHAS, 1980. Note that the use of prolonged bresstfeeding is not
included in this rate.

Current Use by Method

Table 7.7 shows that more than 80 percent of all users--15 percent of all
married women--are using a modern method. In Lower Egypt, 80 percent of all

users~--21 purcent of all married women--are relying on modern methods. 1In
Upper Egypt, S0 percent of all women practicing family planning--7 percent of

all married women--were using modern methods.

106



Table 7.7

PERCENT OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS CURRENTLY
USING ANY CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD BY TYPE OF METHOD USED AND REGLOH,
RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lower

Method Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 4,847 2,276 2,571
Any Method 17.1 8.1 25.0
Any Modern Method 14.6 7.4 21.0
Pill 11.3 5.8 16.2
Condom 0.2 0.2 0.2
Female Scientific
(Vaginal) Methods 0.1 - 0.3
1UD 2.2 l.1 3.3
Female Sterilization 0.7 0.3 1.1
Any Traditional Method 2.5 0.8 4.0
Prolonged Breastfeeding 2.0 0.7 3.2
Rhy thm - - 0 . l
Withdrawal 0.1 - 0.2
Folk Methods 0.3 0.1 0.4

Table 7.7 also shows the percentage of currently married women using
specific family planning methods. In rural Egypt, the most commonly used
method is the pill (10 percent) followed by the IUD (2 percent) and prolonged
breastfeeding (2 percent). Less than one percent of all married women are
using barrier methods (0.3 percent), female sterilization (0.7 percent) or such

traditional methods as rhythm or withdrawal (0.4 percent).

Figure 7.3 compares the distribution of current users by method for Lower
and Upper Egypt. Overall, the deviations in method mix among users ir the two
regions are relatively minor. The most noticeable differences are the somewhat
higher percentage of users employing the pill in Upper Egypt (71 percent)
compared to Lower Egypt (64 percent) and the slightly lower percentage of users
relying on prolonged breastfeeding in Upper Egypt (8 percent) than in Lower
Egypt (13 percent).
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FIGURE 7.3
Percent Distribution of Current Users by Method Used and Reglon,
Rural Egypt, 1980

Percent

Total Lower Upper
Rural Egypt Egypt

Other Methods

B3 Prolonged Breastleeding
Jwo

& Pil

Demographic Differentials

Current Age

The ECPS findings indicate that, as expected, the percentage of married
women using family planning in rural Egypt varies with age. Table 7.8 shows
that the prevalence rate ranges from less than 3 percent in the 15-19 year age
cohort to a peak of 27 percent among women aged 35-39 years old before decreas-
ing to 10 percent among women 45-49 years old. The comparable figures for use
of modern methods are 2 percent, 24 percent and 9 percent, respectively.
Similar patterns are observed in Upper and Lower Egypt although the overall

level of contraceptive use is substantially higher in every age group in Lower

Egypt (Figure 7.4).
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Table 7.8

PERCENT OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS CURRENTLY USING ANY
CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD AND ANY MODERN METHOD BY CURRENT AGE AND REGION, RURAL

EGYPT, 1980

Upper Egypt

Total Rural Lovi.r Egypt
Current Age Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percen
ent Ag Using Using Using Using Using Uging
Any Modern Any Modern Any Moder
Method Method Method Method Method Metho
Total 17.1 14.6 8.1 7.4 25.0 21.0
15"19 Years 2.4 108 007 0.7 4.4 3.1
20-24 Years 11.3 8.2 6.4 5.2 15.5 10.8
25-29 Years 17.4 14.9 7.5 6.4 26.1 22.4
30-34 Years 25.3 21.5 12.0 11.1 34.9 29.0
35w.39 Years 27.4 24,1 12.3 11.7 41.2 35.4
4L0-44 Years 20.9 19.4 12.6 11.9 28.5 26.3
45-49 Years 9.9 9.2 4.4 4.4 14,3 13.1

FIGURE 7.4

Percent of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 Years Currently Using a
Contraceptive Method by Current Age and Reglon, Rural Egypt, 1980
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1005
80+
80 -+
70 ¢
60 -
50 4
40 +
30 1
20 4

104

Lower Egypt

==—==Upper Egypt
- Tptal Rural

¥ 1 ] 3 T
1610 2024 2523 30-34 3530 40-44 45-49
Years Years Years VYears Years Years Years

Current Age

109



Figure 7.5 shows that there are only relatively minor differences within
each age cohort in the percent distributior of current users by the specific
method used. The figure confirms again the general preference for the pill in
rural Egypt; the majority (60-70 percent) of women practicing family planning
in every age cohort use the pill (Figure 7.5). The percentage of users relying
on the IUD tends to increase with age, ranging from 8 percent among women aged
15-19 years to 16 percent among women in the 45-49 age group. Prolonged
breastfeeding is most common among younger users, particularly in the 20-24
year old cohort where one fourth (26 percent) of all users indicated they rely
on this method. The small increase by age group in the proportion employing
other methods is largely due to the proportionately greater numher of sterili-

zations reported among current users in the 40-46 age groups than in younger
cohorts.

FIGURE 7.5
Percent Distribution of Current (Users by Current Age and Method,
Rural Egypt, 1980

Percent

15-190 20-24 2520 30-34 35-39 4044 4549
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Surviving Children

Table 7.9 presents the percent currently using family planning by the
number of surviving children and the desire for additional children. The data
show that contraceptive use increases systematically with the number of sur-
viving children, and that the impact of family size is especially evident among
women with three or more children. Overall, the prevalence rate varies from
less than one percent among women with no surviving children to 26 percent

among those with at least six surviving children (Table 7.9). Considering only

Table 7.9

PERCENT OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-~49 YEARS CURRENTLY USING ANY
CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD AND ANY MODERN METHOD BY NUMBER OF SURVIVING CHILDREN,
DESIRE FOR MORE CHILDREN, AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Rural Upper Egypt Lower Egypt
Number of Surviving
Children and Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent
Desire for Using Using Using Using Using Using
More Children Any Modern Any Modern Any Modern

Me thod Method Method Method Mathod Method

Total 17.1 14.6 8.1 1.4 25.0 21.0
Wants No More 27.8 24 .4 15.2 14.2 35,3 30.5
Wants to Space 11.3 9.6 6.1 6.1 17.9 14.0
Wants Child/Undec. 3.2 1.9 2.1 1.4 4.8 2.7

None 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.7
Wants No More 4.2 4.2 0.0 0.0 5.9 5.9
Wants to Space 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Wants Child/Undec. 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.4

1-2 Children 10.6 8.5 5.8 4.8 15.6 12.4
Wants No More 20.2 17.0 13.9 12.0 23.9 19.8
Wants to “mnace 13.4 11.8 6.4 6.4 21.0 17.6
Wants Child/Undec. 4.0 2.2 2.5 1.3 5.9 3.5

3-5 Children 22.7 19.2 9.0 8.3 33.9 28.2
Wants No More 29.4 25.4 12.8 12.0 38.6 32.9
Wants to Space 11.1 8.1 6.8 6.8 24.0 12.0
Wants Child/Undec. 5.4 3.2 3.3 1.3 9.5 4.4

6 Children or More 26.0 23.5 16.6 15.6 33.1 29.5
Wants No More 29.5 26.8 19.6 18.4 36.2 32.5
Wants to Space 12.0 12.5 16.7 16.7 0.0 0.0
Wants Child/Undec. 4.0 3.2 2.8 2.8 5.7 3.8
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the use of modern methods, the percentage again varies from less than one
percent to a peak of 24 percent. A direct relationship between the current use
measures and family size is observed in both Upper and Lower Egypt. The pre-
valence level in Lower Egypt appears to peak among women with three to five
surviving children (34 percent) while in Upper Egypt the level of current use
among women with at least six surviving children (17 percent) is substantially

higher than that among women with three to five children.

Table 7.9 also shows that current contraceptive use in rural Egypt varies
with a woman's desire to have more children. Women who desire to limit births
are considerably more likely than those who would like more children to be
using family planning. Overall, 28 percent of currently married women who do
not want more children are using family planning compared to only 11 percent
among women who want another child but not immediately, and 3 percent among
women who want another child immediately or are undecided. The percentages
using a modern method of family planning in thez2 tl.ree growps are 24, 10 and

2, respectively.

A similar relationship between the desire for more children and current
contraceptive use is observed within every family size group. Among the group
with one or two surviving children, for example, the percentage using varies
from 4 percent for women who want more children or are undecided, to 20 percent
among women desiring no more children. Among the groups with three to five
children and those with six or more children, around 30 percent of the women
desiring no additional births are using family planning compared to 12 percent
of women wanting to space births and &4 percent of the women who want more

children immediately or are uncertain about their family size intentions.

Controlling for the desire for more children has similar effects in both
Upper and Lower Egypt. In Upper Egypt the prevalence rate is highest among
women wanting to limit births (15 percent) followed by women desiring to space
their next birth (6 percent). Only 2 percent of women in Upper Egypt wanting
more children are using contraception. A similar pattern is observed in Lower
Egypt where the percentages using family planning are 35, 18, and 5 percent
among women wanting to cease childbearing or space births and those desiring
more children, respectively. Table 7.9 also indicates that these differentials

hold true within every family size group in each region.
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Soclo-Economic Differentials
Educational Status

The ECPS results also permit investigation of the relationship betsween a
number of socio-economic variables and current contraceptive use in rural
Egypt. A direct association between educational status and current use is
evident in the ECPS data (Table 7.10). The prevalence rate increases from
15 percent among illiterate women to 34 percent among women who have completed
at least primary school. Use of modern methods varies from 12 percent among

illiterate women to 29 percent of those having at least a primary education.

A positive relationship is also shown between the level of contraceptive
use and the husband's educationai status (Table 7.10). The percentage using
any method varies from 13 percent among women whose husbands are illiterate to
27 percent among women whose spouses have a preparatory or better education.
The percentage using any modern method by spouse's educational level ranges

from 11 to 24 percent.

Somevhat different patterns in the educational status differentials in
current contraceptive use are observed in Upper and Lower Egypt. In Upper
Egypt, the prevalence rate both for all methods and modern methods increases
systematically with increases in the educaticnal level of a woman or her
husband. Ir contrast, in Lnwer Egypt, the educational status differentials are
greatest between illiterate women and literate women with some schooling or
between women whose husbands are illiterate and women whose husbands have some
schooling. Increases in educational status beyond these levels have less

impact on contraceptive use, implying a threshold effect.

Work Status, Occupation and Land Ownership

Table 7.10 also shows that female employment appears to have a small
positive effect on contraceptive use in rural Egypt. Overall, 22 percent of
working women are using family planning compared to 17 percent of nonworking
women. Considering modern methods the percentages are 20 and 14 percent among

working and nonworking women, respectively. As expected, women employed in the
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Table 7.10

PERCENT OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS CURRENTLY USING ANY
CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD AND ANY MODERN METHOD BY SELECTED SOCIO-ECOHOMIC
CHARACTERISTICS AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Rural Upper Egypt Lower Egypt

Socio-Economic Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
Characteristics Using Using Using Using Using Using
Any Modern Any Modern Any Modern

Me thod Method Method Method HMethod Method

Respondent's Characteristics

lklucational Status

" Illiterate 14.8 12.5 6.7 6.1 22.4 18.4
Less than Primary 27.7 25.5 14.4 13.6 35.2 32.2
Completed Pcimary 33.8 29.4 23.5 19.8 41.3 36.4

Employmenc Status
Working 22.1 19.5 11.9 11.1 28,2 24 .4
Not Working 16.7 14.3 7.9 7.2 24,7 20.7

Occupation
Agricultural 12.9 11.8 - - 19.0 17.2
Nonagricultural 26.3 22.6 16.7 15.5 32.3 27.1

Husband's Characteristics

Educational Status
Illiterate 13.1 10.6 5.6 4,9 22.1 17.6
Less than Primary 18.7 16.5 10.0 9.4 24.4 21.1
Completed Primary 24,5 22.2 12.7 12.2 31.8 28.3
Completed Prep. 26.6 23.6 20.0 17.8 30.3 26.9

Employment Status
Working 18.0 15.4 8.7 7.8 25.7 21.7
Not Working 10.& 8.8 5.6 5.3 17.4 14.0

Occupation
Professional, Tech.

and Clerical 24,6 22.7 16.6 15.6 28.8 26.5
Sales 21.3 20.1 14.0 13.4 30.8 28.7
Skilled Labor 18.6 15.9 11.6 9.6 24.7 21.5
Unskilled Labor 16.1 14.3 7.2 6.7 25.1 22.0
Agriculture 14.0 11.1 4.5 4.0 22.6 17.5
Other 23.0 20.0 11.4 11.4 35.4 29.2

Household Characteristics

Land Ownership
Owns Land 16.6 13.6 7.5 6.8 23.1 18.4
Landless 17.3 15.1 8.2 7.4 25.9 22.2
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agricultural sector are less likely to be practicing centraception, or to be
using a modern method, than women in nonagricultural occupations. The preval-
ence rates for all methods for these groups are 13 and 26, respectively, while
the percentages using modern methods are 12 and 23 percent. Similar differ-
entials in current use between working and nonworking women and women in the

two occupational categories are observed in both Upper and Lower Egypt.

Current contraceptive use also varies with the husband's employment status
and occupation (Table 7.10). Higher prevalence levels are observed among women
whose spouses are employed (18 percent) than among those with spouses who are
not working (10 percent). Considering the spouse's occupation, the highest
prevalence levels are shown among women whose spouses are in professional,
technical or clerical occupations (25 percent) or sales positions (21 percent)
and the lowest value is observed for women whose spouses are in agricultural
occupations (14 percent). Similar patterns are evident in both Upper and Lower
Egypt. The relationship between use of modern methods and the occupation also

parallels that observed for any method.

Finally, Table 7.10 indicates there is only a slight difference in current
contraceptive use among women from households owning land than among women from
landless households. The percentages using family planning in the two land
ownership categories are both about 17 percent. The lack of a strong relation-
ship between land ownership and prevalence rates is, moreover, characteristic
of both Upper and Lower Egypt, and it also applies when use of modern methods

only is considered.

115



Chapter 8

REASONS FOR CONTRACEPTIVE NOMUSE AND
INTENTION TO USE IN THE FUTURE

SUMMARY: Lack of immediate exposure to the risk of conception and
desire for more children are among the major reasons for nonuse among
women not practicing contraception in rural Egypt. Other important
reasons for not using include lack of knowledge of family planning
methods, fear of side effects, and health problems.

The ECPS results suggest that six out of every ten fecund nonusers
knowing at least one contraceptive method intend to use family planning

in the future. This represents more than one-third of all married
women in rural Egypt.

Women in Lower Egypt are more likely to intend to adopt family planning
than women in Upper Egypt. Past users also more frequently express an
intention to use than never users. Most women intending to use would
adopt the pill, although past users are more likely than never users to
show interest in the IUD.

The ECPS also collected information on reasons for nonuse, intention to
use in the future and method preference from women not using family planning at
the time of the survey. Examining these data provides some insights into

future contraceptive behavior in rural Egypt.

REASONS FOR NONUSE

Currently married ECPS respondents who were not practicing family planning
at the time of the survey were asked about their main reason for not using
contraception (Question 401). Their responses, as well as information on their
exposure status and knowledge of family planning methods, can be used to

examine the major reasons for contraceptive nonuse in rural Egypt.




Table 8.1, which presents the distribution of all currently married women
by reasons for nonuse, shows that lack of exposure to the risk of conception
and the desire for additional children are the principal facters in nonuse.
Nearly four out of every ten of the women not practicing family planning in
rural Egypt are not exposed to the risk of conception either because they are
pregnant (18 percent), consider themselves to be unable to have children (16
percent), or their spouses are away (4 percent). Two out of every ten nonusers
cite their desire for more children or that of their husband or other relatives
as the major reason for not practicing contraception. An additional one out of
every ten of nonusers does not know any family planning method. Other reasons
for nonuse include health problems (7 percent) and fear of side effects (3 per-
cent). Less than one percent of nonusers report either religious reasons (0.8
percent) or problems in obtaining family planning services (0.4 percent) as the
reasons for nonuse. Table 8.1 also shows that around one out of every five

nonusers is unable to give a specific reason for not using family planning.

Table 8.1

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENTLY MARRIED NONUSERS BY REASON FOR
NONUSE AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Reason Total Qpper Lower
Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 4,019 2,091 1,928
Total Percent 10C.0 100.0 100.0
Not Exposed 38.6 34,2 43.3
Currently Pregnant 18.5 15.6 21.6
Not Capable of Having Children 16.2 14.6 18.0
Husband Away 3.9 4.0 3.7
Wants Additional Children 17.1 17.9 16.2
Husband, Other Relatives
Want More Children 2.4 2.0 2.8
Religious Reasons 0.8 1.0 0.6
Health Problems 7.2 8.1 6.1
Fear of Side Effects 2.8 2.7 2.9
Problem in Obtaining Methods 0.4 0.8 0.1
No Knowledge of Family Planning 10.0 16.0 3.5
Other/No Response 20.8 17.5 24.5
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The data in Table 8.1 indicate that there are only minor differences in
the reasons for nonuse for Upper and Lower Egypt. I Lower Egypt, 22 percent
of nonusers are reported to be pregnant compared to 16 percent of nonusers in
Upper Egypt. Nonusers in Lower Egypt are also somewhat more likely than those
in Upper Egypt to indicate that they are subfecund; the proportions of nonusers
who say they are not capable of naving children are 18 percent and 15 percent,
respectively, in the two regions. Finally, lack of knowledge of contraceptive

methods is more commen in Upper than in Lower Egypt.

Table 8.2 looks at the variation in reasons for nonuse with selected
background characteristics of nonusers. Most of the differences appear to lie
in the proportions for which the main reason for nonuse is lack of exposure to
risk of conception or the desire for more children. For example, Table 8.2
shows that past users are more likely not to be exposed than never users (48
percent and 36 percent, respectively). The desire for more children is an
important reason for nonuse among never users with almost one out of every four
never users reporting they are not contracepting because they want additional

children, compared to only 8 percent of past users.

Table 8.2

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENTLY MARRIED NONUSERS BY REASONS FOR NONUSE AND
SELECTED BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Total Not Wants Health/ Know-  Other/
Characteristic Number Percent Exposed More Side ledge/ No
Children Effects Avail. Resp.

User 3Status

Past User 938 100.0 47.5 7.8 17.1 0.5 27.0

Never User 3,081 100.0 35.8 23.0 7.8 13.4 20.0
Current Age

15-24 Years 1,292 100.0 28.8 33.4 3.6 13.2 21.0

25~39 Years 1,899 100.0 34.4 16.5 14,7 8.4 26.0

40-49 Years 828 100.0 63.2 4.2 9.0 10.6 12.9
Surviving Children

None 609 100.0 34,6 37.6 0.7 17.4 9.7

1-2 Children 1,228 100.0 34,8 27.4 4.9 11.3 21.5

3.5 Children 1,487 100.0 41.8 12.1 13.1 8.7 24,3

6 Children or More 695 100.0 41.6 5.0 20.3 6.2 26.9
Educational Level

Illiterate 3,538 100.0 38.3 i9.3 10.2 11.5 20.7

Less than Primary 266 100.0 41.7 21.8 9.1 1.5 26.0

Completed Primary 212 100.0 39.2 17.5 8.5 2.4 32.5
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The proportion who said that they were not using because they wanted more
children varied inversely with age and the number of living children, ranging
from 33 percent among women aged 15-24 years to 4 percent among women in the
40-49 years age group, and from 38 percent among women with no children to 5
percent among women with six or more children. The proportion for whom lack of
exposure to the risk of pregnancy appears to be the main factor in nonuse
varies directly with age from 29 percent among women 15-24 years old to 63
percent among women aged 40-49 years. A simiiar positive association is ob-
served with the number of surviving children, although the pattern is less

evident than with age.

Generally, there is less variation in the proportion reporting other
reasons for nonuse. Table 8.2 does show past users are somewhat more likely
than never users to indicate they are not using because of health problems and
the fear of side effects. The proportions citing these reasons also tends to
increase with the number of surviving children. Finally, it should be noted
that data in Table 8.2 generally show that there is no clear association be-
tween a nonuser's educational level and the reasons she is not using, except

for the lack of knowledge of methods.

r

INTENTION TO USE FAMILY PLANNING

Some insights into future contraceptive behavior in rural Egypt may be
obtained through an examination of the ECPS results on the intention to use
family planning in the future. It is cautioned that one should be careful in
arriving at conclusions regarding future behavior based on these data. Inten-
tions are somewhat nebulous expressions which may not, consegquently, indicate
an actual demand for contraceptives. The ECPS data on future contraceptive
intention does, however, provide some indication of the level of interest in

using family planning among women in rural Egypt.

Since lack of knowledge of contraceptive methods and believed infecundity
have obvious implications with regard to a woman's intention to use, the fol-

lowing discussion is limited to currently married fecund nonusers who know at
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least one contraceptive method. ECPS respondents in this group renresent 76
percent cf all nonusers.

Proportion Intending to Use Family Planning

Table 8.3 shows that 59 percent of currently married fecund nonusers
knowing at least one contraceptive method in rural Egypt intend to use family
planning in the future. The rates are 66 and 52 percent, respectively, for
Lower and Upper Egypt. It should be noted that the differential between Lower

Table 8.3

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENTLY MARRIED FECUND NONUSERS KNOWING
AT LEAST ONE CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD BY INTENTION TO USE, USER STATUS,
AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

User Status and Total Upper Lower
Intention to Use Rural Egypt Egypt

Total Nonusers

Total Humber 3,063 1,507 1,556

Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Intend to Use 59.1 52.0 66.1
Do Not Intend to lse 23.3 31.4 15.4
Undecided 17.6 16.7 18.5
Past Users

Total Number 775 285 490

Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Intend to Use 68,7 60.0 73.8
Do Not intend to Use 18.4 27.7 13.0
Undecided i2.9 12.3 13.2
Never Users

Total Number 2,286 1,222 1,004

Total Percent 160.0 100.0 100.0
Intend to Use 55.8 50.1 62.4
Do Not Intend to Use 24,9 32.2 16.5

Undecided 19,2 17.7 21.1

- g



FIGURE 8.1
Percent Distribution of Fecund Nonusers Knowing at Least One
Contraceptive Method by Intention to Use, User Status, and iteglon,
Rural Egypt, 1980
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B Undecided
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[} Intends to Use

and Upper Egypt is wider for those who state specifically that they do not
intend future use; 31 percent of nonusers in Upper Egypt say they would not use
contraceptive methods in the future compared to only 15 percent in Lower Egypt.
The percentage cf nonusers who do not intend to use a contraceptive method in
the future for rural Egypt overall is 23. The percentages of those who were
undecided (i.e., who gave a '"don't know" or ''no response'" answer) were about

the same for both areas.

Past family planning experience is important in determining future use
intentions. Figure 8.1 reveals that women are more likely to say they intend
to use contraceptives if they are past users than if they have never used any
method. The percentages of past users and never users who intend future use of
family planning are 69 and 56 percent, respectively. This is true for Lower
and Upper Egypt although percentages are higher for women in both these groups
in Lower Egypt than in Upper Egypt.



Demographic Differentials

Table 8.4 presents demographic differentials in the future intention to
use among iecund nonusers knowing at least one contraceptive method. The
results regarding the relationship between intention to use family planning and
age and the number of surviving children are somewhat surprising. The per-
centage who intend to use increases with age among women 15-29 years, peaking
at 66 percent in the 25-29 age cohort. The percentage then dropz off fairly
quickly among the older cohorts. No discernible pattern is observed in the
variation between the number of surviving children and intention to use.
Around 60 percent of all fecund nonusers with fewer than six children intend to
use compared to 55 percent among those with six or more children. Similar
patterns are obcerved in Upper and Lower Egypt with women in Lower Egypt being

consistently more 'likely to intend to use".

Table 8.4

PERCENT OF CURRENTLY MARRIED FECUND NONUSERS KNOWING AT LEAST
ONE CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD WHO INTEND TO USE FAMILY PLANNING IN
THE FUTURE BY SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS AND REGION,
RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Demographic Total Upper Lower
Characteristics Rural Egypt

s}
GQ
Sy
o

[

Current Age

15-19 Years 59.1 53.2 65,3
20-24 Years 65.3 60.1 69.9
25-2% Years 65.7 58.1 73.1
30-34 Years 61.3 48 .4 72.3
35-39 Years 51.7 46 .9 57.4
40-44 Years 40,2 35.4 45.0
45-49 Years 22.4 23.9 20.5
Surviving Children
None 59,8 58.6 60.8
1-2 Children 59.8 51.2 67.2
3-5 Children 60.4 52 .8 68.1
6 Children or More 55.3 45.9 64,1

123



Table 8.5

PERCENT OF CURRENTLY MARRIED FECUND NONUSERS KNOWING AT LEAST ONE
CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD WHO INTEND TO USE FAMILY PLANNING 1M THE
FUTURE BY SELECTED SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS AND REGION,
RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Socio-Economic Total Upper Lovwer
Characteristics Rural Egypt Egypt

Respondent's Characteristics

Educational Status

Illiterate 57.2 50.1 64.3
Less than Primary 64.6 58.6 69.2
Completed Primary 717.6 70.6 84.0
Employment Status
Horking 65.2 52 .4 73.6
Not Working 58.7 51.9 65.3
Occupation
Agricultural 51.0 46.7 52.8
Nonagricultural 73.5 58.2 84.4
Husband's Characteristics
Educational Status
Illiterate 53.8 48.2 61.1
Less than Primary 61.3 54 .6 66 .4
Conpleted Primary 65.2 57.6 70.6
Completed Preparatory 75.1 67.4 79.9
Employment Status
Working 59.5 51.8 66 .4
Not Working 55.4 52.7 60.0
Occugation
Professional, Technical
and Clerical 72.4 68.2 75.0
Sales 55.0 51.7 59.5
Skilled Labor 62.1 52.6 71.3
Unskilled Labor 62.4 54 .6 71.3
Agriculture 53.8 47.7 59.6
Other 54.7 39.4 71.0
Household Characteristics
Land Ownership
Owns Land 56.7 51.9 65.8
Landless 58.8 51.7 66.0

124



Socio-Economic Differentiais

Educational status differentials in the proportion intending to adopt
family planning are in the expected direction. Table 8.5 shows that, while
only 57 percent of illiterate women intend to use family planning in the
future, about 78 percent of women with at least a primary certificate intend to
do so. Table 8.5 suggests that intention to use varies with the husband's
educational level; a smaller percentage of women whose spouses are illiterate
intend to use family planning (54 percent) than wives whose husbands have at
least a preparatory certificate (75 percent). Similar patterns are observed in
Upper and Lower Egypt with the percentages being consistently higher for women
in Lower Egypt.

Working women are somewhat more likely to express an intention to use
family planning than are nonworking women (Table 8.5). Similar results hold
for Upper and Lower Egypt. Husband's occupation is also related to the inten-
tion to use. Women whose spouses are in professional, technical and clerical
positions are the most likely to intend to use followed by wives of skilled and
unskilled workers (Table 8.5). The smallest percentages are shown for wives of
agricultural workers and small retail merchants. Similar patterns hold for

Upper and Lower Egypt.

TIMING OF FUTURE USE AND ITS DIFFERENTIALS

Women who expressed an intention to use a family planning method were
asked about when they planned to begin contraceptive use (Question 405). Table
8.6 shows that only around one out of every two of these women know when they
might start using contraceptive methods. About 20 percent mentioned that they
would use family planning within one year, 12 percent would use it between one
and two years, and 17 percent would use it after at least two years. The three
rates are 22, 14, and 14 percent, respectively, for Lower Egypt, and 17, 9, and
21 percent, respectively, for Upper Egypt. These results indicate that women
in Upper Egypt are somewhat more likely than those in Lower Egypt to delay

beginning use of a method.

125



Table 8.6

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENTLY MARRIED NONUSERS INTENDING TO USE
FAMILY PLANNING IN THE FUTURE BY TIMING FOR BEGINNING OF USE AND
REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lower

Timing of Use Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 1,841 800 1,041
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0

Within One Year 20,1 17.1 22.4

Between One and Two Years 12.0 9.4 14.0

Two Years or More 16.8 20.6 13.8

Undecided 51.1 52.9 49.8

PREFERRED METHOD AND ITS DIFFERENTIALS

Among those women who intend future family planning use, Table 8.7 shows
that the pill and the IUD were the preferred methods; 53 percent mentioned that
they would adopt the pill, while less than 9 percent would use an IUD. Only
very small percentages indicate preferences for female sterilization, female
scientific methods, and the condom (2, 1, less than 1 percent, respectively).
Traditional (rhythm and prolonged breastfeeding) or folk methods are preferred
by 7 percent. Slightly more than one-quarter of the women intending to use

family planning expressed no method preference.

Differentials for Lower and Upper Egypt are also shown in Table 8.7.
Overall, the pill is preferred by proportionately more women in Upper Egypt
than in Lower Egypt (58 and 49 percent, respectively). The opposite relation-
ship is observed for the IUD (6 and 11 percent, respectively), female sterili-
zation, female scientific methods and condom. The results also suggest that

folk methods are more likely t¢ be preferred in Upper Egypt than in 7Jower
Egypt.
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Table 8.8 examines the variation in preferred contraceptive methods with
different demographic and socio-economic background variables. Hever users are
somewhat more likely to prefer the pill than past. users; 58 percent of never
users intending to use family planning say they will adopt the pill compared to
41 percent of past users. The IUD is, on the other hand, more popular among
past than never users. Almost 14 percent of past users intend to accept an IUD

in the future compared to 7 percent of never users.

In general, the percentage preferring the pill decreases with increasing
age while the percentage preferring the IUD increases. Similar patterns are
observed in relation to the number of surviving children. Preference for the
pill decreases from 63 percent for women with no surviving children to 37
percent for women with at least six surviving children. The two percentages

preferring the IUD in these two groups are 8 and 11 percent, respectively.

Table 8.7

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENTLY MARRIED NONUSERS INTENDING TO USE
FAMILY PLANNING BY PREFERRED METHOD AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lover

He thod Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 1,841 799 1,042
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Pill 53.2 58.3 49,2
1UD 9.1 6.0 11.6
Condom 0.6 0.8 0.5

Female Scientific

(Vaginal) Methods 1.0 0.4 1.5
Female Sterilization 1.6 0.6 2.4
Prolonged Breastfeeding 0.2 0.5 -
Rhythm 0.4 0.5 0.3
Other Methods 6.2 9.7 3.7
Undecided/No Response 27.5 23.2 30.9




Tahle 8.8

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENTLY MARRIED NONUSERS INTENDING TO USE FAMILY
PLANNING IN THE FUTURE BY PREFERRED METHOD AND SELECTED BACKGROUND CHARACTER=-
ISTICS, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Background Total Total Pi11 IUD Othar Tradi- Unde-
Characteristic Number Percent Modern tional cided

User Status

Past User 549 100.0 41.3 13.8 5.5 9.1 28.2

Never User 1,292  100.0 58.2 7.0 1.7 5.9 27.2
Current Age

15-24 Years 607 100.0 60.7 7.4 1.3 4.8 25.9

25-39 Years 1,017 100.0 49.6 10.1 4.5 8.1 27.7

40-49 Years 120 100.0 40.0 10.0 4,2 10.0 35.8
Surviving Children

None 276  100.0 63.0 7.6 - 4.0 25.9

1-2 Children 610 100.0 51.4 8.0 1.6 6.1 26.9

3-5 Children 682 100.0 51.9 9.7 3.7 7.5 27.3

6 Children or More 273 100.0 37.0 11.4 9.2 10.6 31.9
Educational Level

Illiterate 1,535 100.0 53.1 8.4 2.9 6.6 28.9

Less than Primary 154  100.0 52.6 12.3 5.2 8.4 21.4

Completed Primary 149 100.0 55.0 12.8 4.7 8.7 18.8

While there is no noticeable pattern in the variation in the preference of
the pill with the education of the respondent, preference for the IUD increases
slightly with education, from 8 percent of illiterate women to 13 percent for

women with at least a primary certificate.
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Chapter 9
CONTRACEPTIVE AVAILABILITY

SUMMARY: Seven out of ten ever-married women in rural Egypt know where
at least one modern contraceptive method can be obtained. Although
these results are encouraging, the analysis of the availability data
again highlights the fact that contraceptive knowledge in rural Egypt
is limited mainly to the pill and IUD. WYomen in Lower Egypt are also
shown again to be considerably more knowledgeable about contraceptive
methods and their sources than women in Upper Egypt; around 80 percent
of ever-married women in Lower Egypt know a source for at least one
modern contraceptive compared to less than 60 percent of women in Upper
Egypt.

Indicating the importance of the nonclinical distribution of the pill
in rural Egypt, the ECPS findings show pharmacies are the most fre-
quently named pill outlets followed by family planning centers and
hospitals. Private doctors or clinics and hospitals are the major
sources for the IUD.

Family planning services are regarded as easily accessible by moust
women whether they were using a method or not. The median reported
travel times to a source were around 15 minutes for the pill and 30
minutes for the IUD. Roughly nine out of ten women consider the family
planning sources they named convenient. Only in the case of IUD
sources in Upper Egypt did a substantial minority--around omne-quarter
of all those naming an IUD source--say it was difficult to get to the
place they named.

The ECPS collected information on knowledge of family planning sources in
rural Egypt and on the perceived availability of the outlets women use or knou.
This chapter reviews the availability data, with particular emphasis on the
type of outlets from which current users obtain their methods and on the acces-

sibility of family planning services.

CONTRACEPTIVE AVAILABILITY IN RURAL EGYPT

Contraceptive availability is a critical component of the family planning
program in Egypt. As stated in the National Population Strategy "the aim is to

provide more efficient and widely available family planning services for par-
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ents who decide to limit their fertility through the smooth and adequate pro-
vision of a contraceptive product mix within easy reach of the population at
nominal prices" (SCPFP, 1980, p. 11). Contraceptive services are available to
women in rural Egypt through a network of family planning centers. Between
1966, when the Executive Board was authorized to organize the delivery of

family planning services, and 1980, the number of these centers increased from
less than 2,000 to almost 3,700 centers.

The family planning centers are primarily government-operated, generally
as part of Ministry of Health clinics. As a result of the utilization of the
weil-developed health delivery system, almost 98 percent of the rural popu-

lation live within 15 minutes travel time of a family planning center.

In late 1979, family planning methods, specificaily the pill, were also
made available in more than 4,400 pharmacies in Egypt at nominal, _overnment-
ally subsidized prices. The utilization of pharmacies in the family planning
delivery system in Egypt increased the total number of outlets able to provide
contraceptive supplies to more than 8,000 units across the country. Recently,
conventional contraceptives have also been dispensed through commercial chan-
nels, primarily in urban areas. In addition, a number of outreach programs
with home delivery of contraceptive methods have been established in rural
areas. The home delivery agents are responsible for informing and motivating
women avoout family planning as well as supplying acceptors with contraceptive

methods.

KNOWLEDGE OF FAMILY PLANNING SOURCES

Proportion Knowing Any Source

ECPS respondents were asked if they could name a place where they would
obtain each of the modern contraceptive methods they knew. The data presented
in Table 9.1 indicate that slightly more than two-thirds (71 percent) of all

ever-married women in rural Egypt are able to name at least one source from
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which a modern family planning method is available. Women in Lower Egypt are
more likely to be able to identify an outlet than those in Upper Egypt; the
percentages knowing at least one family planning source are 83 percent and 57

percent, respectively, in the two regions.

Table 9.1

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS BY
KNOWLEDGE OF A SOURCE FOR ANY MODERN CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD AND
REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Knowledge Total Upper lower
of Source Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 5,313 2,486 2,829
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Know Source 70.7 56 .8 82.9
Know at Least One Method,
but No Source 19.6 26.5 13.6
Does Not Know Any Modern
Method 9,7 16.7 3.6

Proportion Knowing Source for Specific Methods

Figure 9.1 shows the percentage of ECPS respondents knowing a source for
specific contraceptive methods. Tne figure indicates women in rural Egypt are
more likely to know the pill and to be able to name an outlet for it than any
other method. Slightly more than two-thirds (68 percent) know a place where
they can obtain the pili compared to only 41 percent knowing a source for the
IUD and 17 percent a source for female sterilization (Table 9.2). Less than 10

percent of the women know a source for any other modern contraceptive.

Figure 9.1 also indicates that women in Lower Egypt are more likely than
those in Upper Egypt to be able to name a source for specific methods. For
example, 80 percent of the women in Lower Egypt know an outlet where they can

get the pill compared to only 54 percent in Upper Egypt. There are also sig-
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FIGURE 9.1
Percent of Ever-Married Wornen Aged 15-49 Years Knowing a Method, and
Percent Knowing a Source, for Selected Contraceptive Methods, by Method
and Reglon, Rural Egypt, 1980
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Table 9.2

PERCENT OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS WHO KNOW A SOURCE
FOR A MODERN CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD BY METHOD AND REGION, RURAL
EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lower

Method Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Number 5,313 2,484 2,829
Any Method 70.7 56 .8 82.9
Pill 67.8 53.9 80.0
Condom 5.8 3.7 7.5

Female Scientific

(Vaginal) Methods 3.7 2.0 5.1
1UD 40.8 23.8 55.7
Female Sterilization 17.1. 7.9 25.1
Male Sterilization 2.2 1.2 3.0
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nificant rcgional differentials in the percent knowing a source for the IUD and
female sterilization. In Lower Egypt, 56 percent can name an IUD source and 25
percent know a place where they can obtain a sterilization. The comparable
figures for Upper Egypt for the IUD and female sterilization are 24 percent and
8 percent, respectively. The comparatively smaller differentials between the
two regions in the percentages knowing a source for the condom, female scien-
tific (vaginal) methods, or male sterilization, also consistently favor Lower

Egypt.

Table 9.3 presents the distribution of currently married nonusers intend-
ing to use the pill or the IUD in the future according to their knowledge of an

outlet from which they can obtain the method they prefer.1 A comparison of the

Table 9.3

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF NONUSERS INTENDING TO USE THE PILL
OR IUD ACCORDING TO WHETHER THEY KNOW AN OUTLET FOR THE
METHOD OR NOT BY METHOD AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Knowledge of Source Pill 1UD

Total Rural

Total Number 979 167

Total Percent 100.0 100.0
Knows Source 83.0 76.9
Does Not Know Source 17.0 25.1
Upper Egypt

Totasl Number 466 48

Total Percent 100.0 100.0
Knows Source 75.8 66.7
Does Not Know Source 24.2 33.3
Lower Egypt

Total Number 513 119

Total Percent 100.0 100.0
Knows Source 89.7 78.2
Does Not Know Source 10.3 21.8

1 Because of the small number of women intending to use barrier methods or
female sterilization, discussion is limited to the pill and IUD.
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data with those shown in Table 9.2 for all women suggests that women intending
to use a specific method are more likely than the average woman in rurczl Egypt
to know a source. Nevertheless, roughly one out of every six women intending
to use the pill and one out of every four women intending to use the JUD ave
not able to name a source for the method they say that they plan to adopt.
Women in Upper Egypt intending to use the pill or the IUD were less likely than
women in Lower Egypt intending to use these methods to know a source for their

preferred method.

Demographic and Soclo-Economic Differentials

Tables 9.4 and 9.5 consider only women knowing a modern contraceptive
method in presenting demographic and socio-economic differentials in the per-
centage knowing at least one family planning outlet. Table 9.4 shows that the
level of knowledge of contraceptive sources in rural Egypt is lowest among the
youngest and oldest age cohorts (74 percent and 66 percent, respectively) and
highest among those in the 30-34 year age group (82 percent). Source knowledge
is also positively associated with family size, varying from 76 percent among
women with_no surviving children to 83 percent among women with six or more

children.

Table 9.4

PERCENT OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS KNOWING A MODERN
CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD AND A FAMILY PLANNING SOURCE BY SELECTED
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Demographic Total Upper Lower
Characteristics Rural Egypt Egypt
Current Age
15-19 Years 74.0 69.5 78.6
20-24 Years 78.7 69.1 86.4
25-29 Years 80.8 70.3 88.8
30-34 Years 21.5 70.8 88.5
35-39 Years 80.3 68.0 90.2
40-44 Years 76 .4 66.7 84.0
45-49 Years 65.8 51 .4 74.8
Surviving Children
None 75.5 68.8 81.2
1-2 Children 74.6 63.8 84.1
3-5 Children 77.7 66 .1 86.0
6 Children or More 83.0 75.0 88.5
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Table 9.5

PERCENT OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS KNOWING A MODERN
CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD AND A FAMILY PLANNING SOURCE BY SELECTED
SOCIO-ECONOMIC CWARACIERISTICS AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Socio-Economic Total Upper Lower
Characteristics Rural Egypt Egypt

Respondent's Characteristics

Egucational Status

Illiterate 74.9 64.1 83.5
Less than Primary 92.8 87.1 95.8
Completed Primary 93.1 90.6 94.8
Employment Status
‘orking 83.9 76 .4 87.7
Not Working 17.2 66.8 85.3
Occupation
Agricultural 67.4 56.5 70.8
tlonagricultural 89.9 81.6 94,7
Husband's Characteristics
Educational Status
Iiliterate 72.6 62.7 82.9
Less than Primary 6§3.0 76 .0 87.3
Completed Primary 87.0 77.2 92 4
Completed Preparatory 92.2 85.9 95,
Employment Status
Working 19.6 69.2 87.2
Not Working 2.1 65.3 80.5
Occupation
Professional, Technical
and Clerical 91.2 87.8 52.9
Sales 82.5 75.4 90.8
Skilled Labor 83.6 77.0 89.1
Unskilled Labor 76.7 64 .0 87.9
Agriculture 73.8 62.5 82.4
Other 76.9 61.1 90.5
Household Characteristics
Land Ownership
Owns Land 81.7 74..8 86.2

Landless 75.8 64.0 85,1
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The ECPS results shown in Table 9.5 suggest that the percentage knoving a
family planning source in rural Egypt is greater among literate vomen, employed
women, and women working in nonagricultural occupations. Taking into account
the characteristics of husbands, the differentials again favor the more edu-
cated, the employed and those in nonagricultural occupations. Fimnally, the
household's ownership of land, which serves as a proxy for wealth, exhibits a

small but positive impact on the percentage knowing a family planning source.

AVAILABILITY INDICATORS AND CURRENT USERS

In the ECPS, current users of modern contraceptives were asked about the
place where they obtain(ed) their method. The ECPS also collected data relat-
ing to the accessibility of the family planning sources that current users
named. Questions asked included the type of transportation and time needed in
getting to a source, and the user's opinion as to whether it was difficult or
not to go there.

Family Planning Sources

Table 9.6 presents the distribution of ECPS respondents using a modern
contraceptive method according to the source where they obtained their method.
The data suggest that, overall, almost one-half of all current users in rural
Egypt rely on family planning centers (27 percent) or hospitals (20 percent)
for their methods. Slightly more than one-third (35 percent) obtain their
contraceptives--primarily the pill--from pharmacies. Household distributors
supply an additional 7 percent, and private doctors or other sources are relied

on by 12 percent of all current users.

The type of family planning outlet from which current users obtain their
methods varies, as expected, with the method used (Table 9.6). The most fre-
quently named source for the pill is, as noted above, pharmacies (42 percent)

followed by the family planning centers (31 percent), hospital (14 percent) and
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Table 9.6

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENT USERS OF MODERN CONTRACEPTIVE
METHODS BY THE SOURCE WHERE THEY OBTAIN(ED) THEIR METHOD, METHOD
AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Region and All |
Source Methods® Pill 1up
Total Rural

Total Number 702 545 108

Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Family Planning Center 27.2 31.2 17.6
Hospital 19.5 14.3 32.4
Home Delivery Agent 6.6 8.7 -
Pharmacy 34.6 42 .0 -
Private Doctor or Clinic 9.3 0.6 48,1
Other 2.7 3.3 1.8
Ugger Egzgt

Total Number 166 130 24

Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Family Planning Center 28.3 33.1 12.5
Hospital 16.3 9.2 37.5
Home Delivery Agent 7.2 9.3 -
Pharmacy 37.3 44 .6 -
Private Doctor or Clinic 7.8 - 50.0
Other 3.0 3.8 -
Lower Egypt

Total Number 536 415 84

Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Femily Planning Center 26.9 30.6 19.0
Hospital 20.5 15.9 31.0
Home Delivery Agent 6.5 8.5 -
Pharmacy 33.8 41.2 -
Private Doctor or Clinic 9.7 0.7 47.6
Other 2.6 3.1 2.4

% Includes pill, IUD, condoms, female scientific (vaginal) methods,
and female sterilization.

household distribution agents (9 percent). Private doctors or clinics, and
public hospitals, are the major IUD sources, providing services for 48 percent
and 32 percent of users, respectively. Family planning centers serve an addi-

tional 18 percent of IUD users.
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Table 9.6 compares the distributions for all current users by source for
Upper and Lower Egypt. The results show that, on the whole, users in Upper
Egypt are somewhat more likely than those in Lower Egypt to obtain contra-
ceptive methods from family planning centers, home delivery agents, and phar-
macies. The differences in family planning service providers between the two
regions are not, however, large. The data presented in Table 9.6 for Upper and
Lower Egypt also indicate that, even after controlling for the method used,
there are only relatively minor regional differences in the type of outlets

from which current users obtain their methods.

Accessibliity

In general, current users in rural Egypt appear to find family planning
services readily accessible. The ECPS results indicate that around three-
fifths of the women using a modern contraceptive method in rural Egypt walk to
the place where their method is obtained (Table 9.7). It takes the majority of
users (64 percent) less than 30 minutes to get to their source. The median
travel time to a source is 15 minutes (Table 9.8). Users themselves generally
conzider it easy to get to their source; overall, less than 7 percent said that
it was difficult to go there (Table 9.9).

Table 9.7

PERCENT OF CURRENT USERS OF MODERN CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS WHO
WALK TO THE SOURCE WHERE THEY OBTAIN(ED) THEIR METHOD, BY
METHOD AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lower
Method Rural Egypt Egypt
All Methods® 61.0 64.5 59.9
Pill 72.9 77.1 71.6
IUD 24,1 20.8 25.0

%Includes the pill, IUD, condoms, female scientific (vaginal)
methods, and female sterilization.
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Table 9.8

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENT USERS OF MODERN CONTRACGEPTIVE
METHODS BY THE TRAVEL TIME NEEDED TO GET TO THE SOURCE WHERE
THEY OBTAIN(ED) THEIR METHOD AND THE MEDIAN TRAVEL TIME BY METHOD
AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Travel Time All

to Source Methodsa PL11 up
Total Rural
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
- Less than 15 Minutes 32,2 37.4 15,7
15-29 Minutes 31.4 33.7 26.9
30-59 Minutes 22,7 20.4 28.7
60 Minutes or More 13.8 8.5 28.7
Median (in minutes) 15 15 30
Upper Egypt
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 15 Minutes 32.2 37.9 16.7
15-29 Minutes 31.6 36.2 12.5
30-59 Minutes 18.4 17.2 20,8
60 Minutes or More 17.8 8.6 50.0
Median (in minutes) 15 15 30
Lower Egypt
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 15 Minutes 32.1 37.1 15.5
15-29 Minutes 31.3 33.2 31.0
30-59 Minutes 24,0 21.3 31.0
60 Minutes or More 12.6 8.4 22.6
Median (in minutes) 15 15 30

®Includes pill, IUD, condoms, female scientific (vaginal) methods,
and female sterilization.

Outlets where women can obtain the pill are, not surprisingly, somewhat
more accessible than sources for the IUD.2 Table 9.7 shows, for example, that,

while nearly three-quarters (73 percent) of the women using the pill walk to

2 Because of the small number of female sterilization and barrier method
users, the analysis of the accessibility indicators is limited to the pill and
IUD.
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their sources, less than one quarter (24 percent) of IUD users walked to the
hospital or clinic where they obtained their method. Travel times are also
considerably greater for women using an IUD than for pill users (Table 9.8).
More than 70 percent of women using the pill are within 30 minutes travel time
to a source compared to 43 percent of IUD users. Overall, the median travel
times to a source for women using the pill or IUD are 15 and 30 minutes, re-
spectively. The greater distances to family planning outlets where the IUD is
available appears to have some effect on the percentage of current users con-
sidering it easy to get to a source; 12 percent of IUD users indicated it is
difficult to get to the outlet where they obtained their method compared to 3
percent of pill users (Table 9.9).

Table 9.9

PERCENT OF CURRENT USERS OF MODERN CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS
CONSIDERING IT DIFFICULT TO GET TO THE SOURCE WHERE THEY OB-
TAIN(ED) THEIR METHOD, BY METHOD AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Upper Lower
Me thod Rural Egypt Egypt
All Methods 6.3 11.2 4.8
Pill 3.4 5.2 2.9
IUD 12.0 29.2 7.1

A comparison of the accessibility measures presented in Tables 9.7, 9.8
and 9.9 for Upper Egypt and Lower Fgypt indicates that, although the median
travel times in the two regions are identical (15 minutes), slightly more users
in Upper Egypt (64 percent) than in Lower Egypt (60 percent) walk to the source
where they obtain their method. More importantly, users in Upper Egypt are
more than twice as likely as those in Lower Egypt to express dissatisfaction
with the accessibility of family planning outlets; the percentages considering
it difficult to get to a source in Upper and Lower Egypt are 11 and 5 percent,
respectively. Much of the latter differential is related to the considerably
higher percentage of IUD users in Upper Egypt (29 percent) than in Lower Egypt
(7 percent) who report it is difficult to go to the place where they obtained
an IUD.
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The small number of cases involved limit the extent to which the above
results may be generalized. The data suggest, however, that a substantial
minority of IUD users in Upper Egypt find the hospitals and clinics where IUDs
are available to be comparatively less accessible than sources for other
methods. Improving access to the IUD may, therefore, be ore step in efforts to

increase its use among women in Upper Egypt.

IMPACT OF CONTRACEPTIVE AVAILABILITY ON USE

The analysis of the availability data from current users in the ECPS
sample suggests that family planning supplies and services are generally per-
ceived as easily accessible in rural Egypt. Information was also collected
from nonusers in the ECPS on their knowledge of family planning sources and on
the perceived accessibility of the outlets they named. An examination of these
results provides further insights into the relationship between the avail-
ability of contraceptive services in rural Egypt and the use of family plan-

ning.

Perceived Saurces

Table 9.10 presents the distribution of nonusers knowing a source for the
pill and for the IUD by the type of source. Figure 9.2 compares these distri-
butions with the places where users of the pill and the IUD reported they
obtained their methods. The results indicate that there are only relatively
minor differences in the family planning sources named by nonusers and users.
Like pill users, nonusers knowing a source for the pill would most frequently
obtain it from pharmacies (46 percent), family planning centers (28 percent)
and hospitals (18 percent). In the case of the IUD, nonusers knowing a source
were most likely to name private doctors (49 percent) and hospitals (37

percent).

141



Table 9.10 also shows that there are only relatively minor differences
between Upper and Lower Egypt in sources for the pill and IUD named by non-
users. The most noticeable difference is the greater proportion of nonusers in
Lower Egypt than in Upper Egypt naming hospitals rather than private doctors as
the place where they would go to obtain an IUD. In Lower Egypt, 40 percent of
nonusers reported they would obtain an IUD at a hospital while 44 percent would
g0 to a private doctor. In Upper Egypt, the comparable figures for these two
IUD sources were 29 percent and 58 percent, respectively. Figure 9.2 shows

that a similar pattern was evident among IUD users in the two regions.

Table 9.10

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENTLY MARRIED NONUSERS KNOWING A
SOURCE FOR THE PILL AND IUD BY METHOD, TYPE OF SOURCE AND REGION,
RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Method and Total Upper Lower
Source Rural Egypt Egypt
Pill

Total Number 2,580 1,096 1,484

Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Family Planning Center 28.0 28.3 27.8
Hospital 17.8 14.1 20.6
Home Delivery Agent 4.5 3.4 5.3
Pharmacy 46,2 48.7 64,2
Private Doctor or Clinic 0.9 1.8 0.3
Other 2.6 3.6 1.8
piti)

Total Number 1,459 460 999

Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Family Planning Center 11.2 7.0 13.2
Hospital 36.8 28.9 40.4
Home Delivery Agent - - -
Pharmacy - - -
Private Doctor or Clinic 48,5 58.0 44.1
Other 3.4 6.1 2.2
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FIGURE 9.2
Percent Distribution of Current Users by Actual Source, and of Nonusers by
Perceived Source; for the Pill and 1UD, by Region, Rtural Eqypt, 1980
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Accessibiiity Indicators for Perceived Sources

Like pill and IUD users, nonusers knowing a source for these methods were
asked whether they would walk or use transportation in going to the outlet and
how long it would take them to get there. Nonusers were also asked if they
considered it difficult to go to the source they named. Table 9.11 summarizes

the accessibility dat~ for nonusers.

Among nonusers knowing a source for the pill, 65 percent indicate they
would walk to the source they knew. Two-thirds are within 30 minutes travel
time from their outlet; the median travel time to the pill sources nonusers
named is 15 minutes. Most nonusers regard these sources as convenient; only 5
percent thought it was difficult to get to the places where they would obtain
the pill. Little regional variability is noted in Table 9.11 for any of the

accessibility indicators for pill sources.
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As expected, IUD sources named by nonusers are perceived as less acces-
sible than the pill outlets. Only slightly more than one-quarter of the non-
users knowing a source for the IUD indicate they would walk there. HMore than
60 percent report it would take 30 minutes or more to travel to the source they
named; the median travel time was 30 minutes. Overall, nonusers generally
regard IUD sources as convenient. Slightly more nonusers, however, consider it
difficult to get to IUD sources than to pill outlets. Around 13 percent of
nonusers knowing a source for the IUD indicate they think it is difficult to go

there.

Table 9.11

ACCESSIBILITY INDICATORS FOR FAMILY PLANNING OUTLETS NAMED BY
CURRENTLY MARRIED NONUSERS KNOWING A SOURCE FOR THE PILL AND IUD
BY METHOD AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Accessibility Total Upper Lower
Indicators Rural Egypt Egypt
Pill
Transport

Percent Walking 65.1 65.5 64.6

Travel Time
Percent Less than 30

Minutes from Source 66.3 66.7 66.0
Median (in Minutes) 15 15 15
Convenience

Percent Considering it
Difficult to Get to

Source 5.2 6.3 4.0
IUD
Transgort
Percent Walking 26.3 22 .8 27.9

Travel Time
Percent Less than 30

Minutes from Source 39.3 32.0 42,6
Median (in Minutes) 30 30 30
Convenience

Percent Considering it
Difficult to Get to
Source 13.4 22.2 9.3
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A comparison of the accessibility data for IUD sources from nonusers in
Upper and Lower Egypt suggests that nonusers in Upper Egypt are somewhat move
likely than those in Lower Egypt to perceive the IUD sources that they name as
inconvenient. In Upper Egypt, 22 percent of nonusers said it was difficult to
get to a place where they would obtain an IUD; the percentage in Lower Egypt
was only 9. Some difference existed in the travel times to IUD sources
reported by nonusers. For example, in Upper Egypt, only 32 percent were within
30 minutes of an IUD source compared to 43 percent in Lower Egypt. The median
travel time to IUD sources named by nonusers was, however, 30 minutes in both

Upper and Lower Egypt.

Finally, the accessibility data for pill and IUD sources named by nonusers
presented in Table 9.11 can be compared with similar information for the out-
lets from which current users of the pill or IUD obtained these methods (see
Tables 9.7, 9.8 and 9.9). Since, as mentioned above, there were few differ-~
ences in the type of outlets users and nonusers named as sources for the pill
and IUD, it is not surprising that there is little variablity in these indi-
cators. The comparisons confirm that both users and nonusers generally per-
ceive family planning services to be easily accessible in rural Egypt. Among
both groups the dissatisfaction with method availability was greatest with
respect to the IUD sources in Upper Egypt, with around one-quarter of users and
nonusers from that region indicating it was difficult to get to the place where

they would obtain an IUD.
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Chapter 10
CONTRACEPTIVE CONTIMNUATION

SUMMARY: Patterns of continuation of contraceptive use in rural Egypt
follow along rather predictable lines. The median pill user can be
expected to use for about 24 months, while the median IUD user will
continue for about 33 months. Women in Upper Egypt, whether using the
IUD or the pill, tend to use for shorter periods of time than do women
in Lower Egypt. Similarly, younger women use family planning for
shorter periods, on average, than do their older counterparts.

Notable differences exist in the reasons the pill and IUD users gave
for no longer using. Former pill users were much more likely to have
gotten pregnant, either while using the pill, or shortly after discon-
tinuing use of the method, than were IUD users. IUD users who had
stopped using frequently cited side effects as the cause of their

termination. Side effects also account for a large proportion of the
pill terminations.

Relatively little is known concerning a number of questions relating to
contraceptive continuation in rural Egypt. Topics needing investigation in-
clude the average length of use of contraception; the variation in the length
of use by method used, region of residence and age; and the reasons given for
the termination of contraceptive use. An initial attempt to investigate these

issues was made in the ECPS. This chapter presents the results of this effort.

METHODOLOGY

Sources of Data

To collect continuation data, a series of questions relating to contra-
ceptive use between July, 1975 and the interview date (November-December, 1980)
was asked of ECPS respondents (Questions 308A - 313). These questions elicited
information on the method use, the dates the respondent (or spouse) started and
stopped using the method, and the reason for stopping. For each respondent,

information was obtained for up to five such segments of use.
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The continuation data are not without their problems. The most important
shortcoming lies in the overall quality of the dates of use reported by the
women. Recall errors as well as simple lack of knowledge about the dates in
question affect the reliability of the information on the periods of use. Hany
of the women who had used a method, for example, were not able to provide

information on the month that she and her spouse had started and/or stopped
using the method.

Another source of difficulty arises from the relatively low levels of
contraceptive use in rural Egypt. Because family planning use is not wide-
spread, only a relatively small proportion (about one-fifth) of the ECPS re-
spondents could provide information on contraceptive continuation. Conse-

quently, the subsequent analysis is, at times, limited by the number of obser-
vations.

A third problem with the continuation information resulits from the reli-
ance on respondent reported segments of contraceptive usage. Such data may be
biased in two respects. First of all, respondents who used a method inter-
mittently over an extended period of time may have reported only the beginning
and end dates of such intermittent use although they were asked about periods
of continuous use. A similar problem occurs with respondente who begin using a
method but very quickly stop using it and may not report such use. The effect
of these two types of response errors would be to increase the length of the

average segment of use recorded in the survey.

Life Table Analysis of Segments of Use

The standard technique used in analyzing segments of contraceptive use is
the con. ruction of a life table analogous to that used with mortality data.
Such a life table can provide, for any given point following the initiation of
contraceptive use, the proportion of women "surviving", that is, continuing to
use contraception. In the construction of the life table, the continuation
rates are adjusted to take into account women still using contraception at the
time of the survey. The resulting life table, then, reflects the experience of

a hypothetical cohort of women all starting to use a method of contraception at
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the same time. Useful comparative measures resulting from such a life table
include the proportion of women still using a method at the end of specified
intervels following its acceptance and the median duration of use--the point in
the life table at which 50 percent of the women are still using the method in

question.

Calculation of S8egments of Use for the Piil and 1UD

Based on the responses of the ECPS, segments of contraceptive use were
calculated for the pill, the IUD and other methods. Only segments of use which
began in 1975 or later were included in the analysis. If a respondent reported
more than one segment, for example, of pill use, the most recent segment for

that method was included for analysis.

As mentioned above, the calculation of intervals of contraceptive use from
the type of data obtained in the ECPS is somewhat problematic, particularly in
a population with a low level of literacy. Many of the ECPS respondents had
difficulty reporting the dates, especially the mcath, in which a method was
adopted or discontinued. For example, as Table 10.1 indicates, there were 693

women who reported segments of pill use for which the month and year of both

Table 10.1

DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN WHO REPORTED SEGMENTS OF PILL OR IUD
USE SINCE 1975, BY THE QUALITY OF THE STARTING AND STOPPING
DATE INFORMATION PROVIDED AND METHOD, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Quality of Dates Pill Iup
Total Reporting 1120 200
Month and Year of Both
Dates Reported 693 133
One Month Not Reported,
Both Years Reported 178 28
Neither Month Reported,
Both Years Reported 121 15
At Least One Ygar
Not Reported 128 24

%These respondente were excluded from further analysis of
contraceptive continuation.
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the initiation and terminstion of use were available. However, there wore an
add:stional 299 women who reported pill use for which oune or both of the dates

were lacking the month.

A comparison wax made between a life table calculated using only sepments
for which complete date reporting was available and cne calculated assuming a
July {midyear) date for any missing month. The results indicated that the
imputation of the month made little difference in the resulting life table
vhile greatly reducing the number of women excluded from the analysis. Con-
sequently, segments with dates missing the month were included in the results
shown here. No vegments, however, were included which were missing the year of

either the initiation or the termination of use.

Although life tables were calculated for pill, IUD, and other method use,
there proved to be sufficient cases for the valid analysis of only the segments
of pill and IUD use. The following section presents the analysis of segments

of use for these two methods.

Table 10.2

PERCENT OF PILL USERS CONTINUING TO USE BY THE NUMBER OF MONTHS
SINCE FIRST ACCEPTAHCE AWD REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Months Since Total Upper lover
First Acceptance Rural Egypt Egypt
Total Humber e92 276 716

0 HMonths 100.0 100.0 100.0
6 Honths 76.4 66,7 80.1
12 Months 60.5 49 .3 64,7
18 Montha 55.2 23,1 59,7
24 Monthke 47.8 36.8 52.0
30 HMonths 42,7 28 .4 47.9
36 Months 37.2 24 .0 41.9
Madian (in Mcnths) 24,4 12,9 27.1
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ANALYSIS OF SEGMENTS OF USE

Pill Use

Patterns of contraceptive continuation for the pill presented in this
discussion are based on segments of pill use reported by 992 women. Despite
the limitations discussed above, these data conform to expectations regardiang
general patterns of contraceptive continuation. Figure 10.1 shows that the
most rapid drop-out of pill users occurs during the first year. According to
the ECPS findings, about 60 percent of pill users are still using that method
at the end of 12 months. By the end of two years, only about one-half of the
original acceptors are still using, while by the end of the third year, only 37
percent are still using the method (Table 10.2).

Figure 10.1 also portrays the patterns of continuation for pill users in
Upper and Lower Egypt. At any given point in the three yvear period shown in
the graph, a higher proportion of pill acceptors are still using in Lower Lgypt
than in Upper Egypt. By the end of three vears, less than one-fourth of accep-

FIGURE 10.1
Continuation of Pill Use by Reglon, Rural Egypt, 1280
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tors in Upper Egypt are still using, compared with 42 percent in Lower Egypt
(Table 10.2). Median survival times also reflect this difference; in Lower
Egypt, 50 percent of pill acceptors are using after 27 months compayred with a
median survival time of 13 months for Upper Egypt. These findings suggest a

higher level of motivation among women from Lower Egypt who accept the pill.

IUD Use

Figure 10.2 contains the continuation curves for acceptors of the IUD,
based on a total of 176 segments of use. As a result of the smaller number of
observations than were available with the pill, the survival curves in Figure
10.2 are somewhat more erratic than those shown in Figure 10.1. Overall con-
tinuation rates for the IUD are somewhat higher than for the pill. After 12
months, 66 percent of IUD acceptors are still using compared with 60 percent
for the pill. The median survival time also reflects the longer use of the
IUD; whereas the median for the pill was 24 months, for the IUD it is 33 months
(Table 10.3).

FIGURE 10.2
Continuation of IUD Use by Reglon, Rural Egypt, 1980
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Table 10.3

PERCENT OF IUD USERS CONTINUING TO USE BY THE NUMBER OF MONTHS
SINCE FIRST ACCEPTANCE AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Months Since Total Upper Lower

First Acceptance Rural Egypt Ezypt

Total Number 176 37 139
0 Months 100.0 100.0 100.0
6 Months 82.6 84.6 82.0
12 Months 66.0 68.6 65.4
18 Months 62.0 59.3 62.4
24 Months 53.1 53.9 52.9
30 Months 50.1 41,1 51.8
36 Months 43.1 30.8 45.3

Median (in Months) 33.0 25.6 35.1

Except in the third year of use, there are no clear differentials between
Upper and Lower Egypt in the use of the IUD. In the third year the proportion
continuing declines more rapidly in Upper than in Lower Egypt (Table 10.3).
Although the lack of a clear regional differential in the use of the IUD may
result, in part, from the relatively few segments of IUD use in Upper Egypt, it
also probably reflects the fact that day~to-day motivation is much less a
factor in continued use of the IUD than it is with the pill.

Age Diflerentials

The role of motivation in contraception continuation can be seen clearly
in patterns of pill use by age, as presented in Figure " 3. VYoung users
(15-24 years) of contraception are assumed to be more likely to be using family
planning to space births rather than to prevent having another child. Thus,
the average length of use for younger acceptors might be expected to be shorter
than that for older women who have had all the children that they desire. The
results of the ECPS shown in Figure 10.3 bear this out. The median survival
time of pill acceptors, which is only 13 months for women 15 to 24 years of
age, rises to 25 months among women in their middle childbearing years (25-39
years), and increases further to 35 months for women currently 40 or older. At
the end of three years, only 10 percent of the youngest users are still using

while 46 percent of the women 40 and over are still using (Table 10.4).
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FIGURE 10.3

Continuation of Pill Use by Age, Rural Egypt, 1980
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Tab'e 10.4

PERCENT OF PILL USERS CONTINUING TO USE BY THE NUMBER OF MONTHS SINCE
FIRST ACCEPTANCE AND AGE, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

40-49

Months Since Total 15-24 25-39
Acceptarce ° Years Years Years
Total Number 992 157 620 145
0 Months 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
6 Months 76 .4 69.9 17.3 78 .7
12 HMonths 60.5 49.0 60.9 68.6
18 Months 55,2 36.1 56.8 64 .4
24 Months 47.8 30.0 50.0 53.6
30 Months 42.7 15.5 04,7 53.6
36 Months 37.2 10.3 25.0 45.5
Median (Months) 24.4 12.9 25.0 34.6

Overall, a similar pattern by age can be seen among acceptors of the IUD

in Figure 10.4.

use time of 24 months,

The relatively few young acceptors of the IUD have a median

and 48

months for women 40 and over (Table 10.5).

compared with 28 months for women 25 to 39,
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segments of IUD use available for analysis suggest that caution be used in the

interpretation of these results.

FIGURE 10.4
Continuation of IUD Use by Age, Rural Egypt, 1980
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*NOTE: There was not a sufficient number of IUD users under age 25 to allow
an examination of use for more than 24 months.

Table 10.5

PERCENT OF IUD USERS CONTINUING TO USE BY THE NUMBER OF MONTHS SINCE
FIRST ACCEPTANCE AND AGE, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Months Since Total 15.24 25-39 40-49
Acceptance Years Years Years
Total Number 176 20 128 28

0 Months 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
6 Months 82.6 85.9 80.4 88.9
12 Months 66.0 70.3 62.4 17 .4
18 Months 62.0 60.3 59.2 73 .4
24 Months 53.1 36.2 51.7 65.2
30 Months 50.1 48.6 61.1
36 Months 43.1 42.0 51.7
Median (Months) 33.0 24.0 28.2 48.3
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REASONS FOR DISCONTINUATION

Information on reasons for discontinuation can provide valuable insights
into the satisfaction of acceptors with methods and services, the level of
motivation of acceptors, and potential problem areas which might be suitable

targets for future information and education programs.

Data on the reason for stopping were obtained from the 512 women who had
terminated a segment of pill use (52 percent of all Pill segments included in
the preceding analysis), and 80 women who had terminated a segment of IUD use
(46 percent of available IUD segments). The reasons for stopping the use of
family planning provided by these women ranged from the medical and physio-
logical (became pregnant or side effects), to the personal and social (husband
or relatives opposed use, lack of exposure due to divorce, death of spouse,
prolonged absence of spouse, etc.).

Table 10.6 shows that close to one-half (44 percent) of former pill users
had stopped using due to reported side effects. The most common complaint was
dizziness. Another one-third of former pill users reported that they had
either become pregnant while using the method (27 percent) or had stopped using
in order to have another child (6 percent). The reported accidental pregnancy
rate of 27 percent is somewhat higher than that expected due to simple method
failure; this high pregnancy rate may be related either to improper use of the
method or to women reporting a discontinuation followed by a pregnancy as an

accidental pregnancy.

By far, the most common reason for the discontinuation of the IUD is side
effects. This category accounted for more than two-thirds (69 percent) of the
reported IUD terminations. More than one-half (51 percent) of the women
reported excessive bleeding as a side effect. The proportion of women using
the IUD who discontinued due to pregnancy (planned or unplanned) is much lower,
at 10 percent, than among pill users. Again, it is likely that motivation

plays a large part in this difference.
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Table 10.6

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN DISCONTINUING USE OF THE PILL AND
IUD BY REASON FOR TERMINATION AND METHOD, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Reason Pill IuD
Total Number 512 80
Total Percent 100.0 100.0

Became Pregnant 27.3 8.8

Desired Pregnancy 6.2 1.2

No Longer Exposed 3.7 1.2

Changad Method 1.0 -

IUD Expelled - 7.5

Side Effects 44 .5 68.8
Bleeding 10.0 51.2
Dizziness 23.0 3.8
Other 11.5 13.8

Husband or Relative Opposed 1.8 1.2

General Dissatisfaction 4.3 5.0

Other Reasons 11.1 6.2

Among former users of both the pill and of the IUD, the opposition of
family or relatives plays a relatively minor role (less than 2 percent) in the
reported reason for discontinuation. Such opposition, if it exists, probably

occurs before the initiation of family planning use.
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Chapter 11
THE POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:
AN INITIAL EVALUATION OF ITS IMPACT

P S

SUMMARY: Overall, an evaluation of PDP suggests that it has had some
influence on family planning behavior and attitudes in Upper and Lower
Egypt. In Upper Egypt, the impact of PDP on knowledge, ever use, and
current use is substantial. It is worth mentioning that use of the
IUD, in particular, is generally significantly greater in magnitude in
PDP than in nonPDP areas. PDP women are also more likely to desire to
cease childbearing and to idealize more often a smaller family size.
Those who approve of family planning methods were fouud significantly
more often in PDP villages than in nonPDP areas.

In Lower Egypt, the effect of PDP is negligible on knowledge and
approval of contraceptive use--which were initially high. There is
also no discernible effect on attitudes toward birth spacing and de-
sired family size. However, the PDP impact is significant on ever use

as well as current use, particularly with respect to the use of the
IUD.

Results suggest that the Raiyda‘'s role in PDP villages is still
minimal. Only a small fraction of ever-married women in PDP areas are
aware of her presence or had ever met her. Among those who have met
the Raiyda, she has served mainly as a source of family planning infor-
mation. Awareness of the existence of the family planning committees
is also not extensive; moreover, few women have ever participated in
committee activities.

Considering migration, it seems that PDP has an inhibiting effect on
outmigration only in Upper Egypt. PDP's impact in Lower Egypt is
greater with respect to the destination of migrants rather than on
their numbers. No systematic evidence exists in connection with the
impact of PDP on plans to migrate in the future.

Since the mid-1970's, Egyptian population policy has involved a compre-
hensive approach to the problem of population control rather than a narrow
emphasis on traditional family planning activities. Egypt, thus, is one of the
first countries to develop a coherent population-development strategy where
integrated rural development policies emphasize various aspects of population
control. This focus on the integration of population and family planning
activities in overall developmental efforts is consistent with strategies

outlined and advocated by the international community. The comprehensive
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approach toward solving the population problem is exemplified by the Population
and Devclopment Project (PDP), initiated by the PFPB in 1977.

Using «. '» collected in the ECPS, this chapter represents an initial
effort to evaluate the impact of PDP activities on fertility and on contra-
ceptive attitudes and behavior.1

BACKGROUND, OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES OF THE PDP 2

The PDP is a community-based program which provides improved family plan-
ning delivery systems, stimulates socio-economic development in general, and
stresses in particular those developmental activities that are believed cor-
related with favorable population characteristics at the local level to attain

population objectives. Thus, the PDP addresses the:

(1) promotion of family planning services;

(2) mobilization of local resources and humar participation to increase
the pace of socio-economic development: and

(3) upgrading of management capabilities at the local level as needed to
administer various activities.

Thus, the PDP is more than a program for rural development. It introduces
population and family planning issues into all developmental activities. The
above objectives are to be achieved by bringing together all official and
unofficial leaders to promote the socio-economic and structural changes needed
for the betterment and welfare of village communities. These activities and
efforts are not to be left to chance but are carefully directed toward achiev-

ing population targets.

! This chapter represents a revision of an earlier report (Khalifa and Yay,

1981). The analysis parallels, in some respects, an earlier preliminary evalu-
ation of the Population and Development Project (UNFPA Consultant's Report,
1980).

2 For more details about the PDP program see Hassan, 1977; Iskandar and
Omar, 1979; Fattah, 1979 and 1980; Bindary, 1980b; Shanawany, 1980; Khalifa,
jayed, and El-Khorazaty, 1981; and Kelley, Khalifa, and El-Khorazaty, 1982.
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To avoid the shortcomings of yet another centrally directed progranm, it
was decided to capitalize on the considerable infrastructure, high level of
public participation, and socio-economic development projects already existent
in villages in the PDP. The program, accordingly, does not seek to replace or
exclude other activities but to coordinate, vertically and horizontally, al-
ready existing manpower and material sources at local levels to achieve popu-
lation and family planning objectives. The PDP operates on three levels: (1)
village (local) 1level, (2) governorate (regional) level, and (3) national
(central) level. The program provides coordinators at these three levels, vho,
througn committees, orchestrate the PDP family planning and development
efforts. They are trained in population policy, fertility-socio-economic
interrelationships, managerial skills, and information and communication
systems.

On the local level, a PDP Advisory Committee (PDPAC) is established for
each village council (a "mother village" and, on the average, four satellite
villages). The PDPAC includes government-appointed officials in the village
council, elected officials and recognized opinion leaders from among women,
youth, and elders. It coordinates activities, seeks to avoid conflicts, and
sets common goals. In addition, the PDPAC is responsible for insuring a suf-
ficient stock of contraceptives, promoting family planning, monitering and

evaluating developmental efforts, and solving problems.

The PDPAC recruits volunteer female workers, known as "Raiyda Riyfia"
(which in Arabic means "'rural pioneer") from the villages where they will be
employed. Her duties are described in more detail below. Manpower serving at
different levels include 9,330 PDPAC members, 2,428 Raiyda Riyfia, and 1,050

local, 77 regional, and 12 central coordinators.

The PDP promotes small-scale socio-economic projects appropriate to the
village that are designed to influence traditional values and attitudes. This,
in turn, may eventually reduce family size norms and increase family planning
acceptance and use. These projects are PDPAC-initiated to ensure community
committment aad participation. By the end of 1980, about 878 projects had been

proposed, out of which 518 were financed. The projects cover social, econonmic,
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and service activities. The PDP supplies technical advice and interest-free

loans when communities cannot raise the required capital.

The PDP focuses on rural areas in Egypt, which as noted earlier, included
about 56 percent of the total population in 1976. By October, 1980 the PDP
covered 12 governorates, 2,848 villages, and about 14 million people, repre-

senting 70 percent of the entire rural population in Egypt.

GOALS OF THE ANALYSIS

Utilizing initial findings from the Egypt CPS, the present chapter
addresses the questions: Has the Population and Development Project (PDP) had
an impact on changing some of the intermediate variables--particularly atti-
tudes toward family planning and family size norms--affecting fertility? Is

that impact--if any--in the right direction?

In considering these questions, the chapter will first review whether
there is any indication that the population in viliages in which the PDP has
been implemented is consistently different from that in other villages with
respect to a number of basic socio-economic indicators. Evidence that the
population in PDP villages does differ from that in other villages in rural
Egypt would clearly confound any subsequent analysis of wvariati as in the

behavioral and attitudinal measures between program and nonprogram areas.

After addressing this issue, the chapter will consider whether there are
any differences between PDP and nonPDP areas on a number of indicators of
fertiiity and family planning behavior and attitudes. In examining the rela-
tionship between these indicators and PDP status, controls for the region of
residence (Upper and Lower Egypt) are introduced. As noted in earlier
chapters, there are recognized social, economic and cultural differences
between Upper and Lower Egypt which are assumed to influence the fertility and
family planning measures. The chapter will also consider the question of the
influence of the duration of the PDP (PDP more tham 2 years vs. PDP 2 years or

iess) on both the behavior and attitude measures.
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In addition, the chapter will address the issue of the role of the
Raiydas, the program's female family planning outreach workers. The level of
awareness of and contact with the Raiydas, as well as the extent of knowledge
about the activities of the PDP committees, will be considered. Finally, the
chapter explores, in a very tentative fashion, the issue of whether PDP appears
to have had some influence on the level of outmigration from the villages in

which it has been implemented.

BACKGRQUND CHARACTERISTICS: PDP AND NONPDP AREAS

Villages in which the Population and Development Project (PDP) was estab-
lished wvere not randomly selected and, thus, it is important to consider
whether there are significant differences in the social and economic charac-
teristics of program and nonprogram areas. Table 11.1 controls for region
(Upper and Lower Egypt) in considering the variation in major socio-economic

characteristics between PDP and nonPDP areas.

The differences are evident between the PDP and nonPDP areas in both Upper
and Lower Egypt. In Upper Egypt, PDP villages have significantly higher pro-
portions of men and women with a primary education than nonPDP villages.
Moreover, PDP areas in that region have a lower proportion of landless house-
holds. Overall, the average size of landholdings does not vary significantly,

however, between program and nonprogram areas.

In Lower Egypt, the differences between PDP and nonPDP areas are generally
not substantial; furthermore, where differences do exist, they do not consis-
tently favor either area. For example, while nonPDP areas have relatively more
landless households than PDP areas, the average size of a landholding is,
nevertheless, larger in nonPDP than in PDP areas (Table 11.1). Other dif-
ferences between these areas are not sizeable. The proportion of illiterate
husbands is somewhat greater in PDP villages (50 percent) than in nonPDP (44
percent) areas, and the proportion of working women employed in the agricul-
tural sector is alsc greater in PDP than in nonPDP areas (35 percent and 29

percent, respectively).
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Table 11.1

SELECTED BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS BY POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (PDP)
STATUS AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Background Tota; qu;l Upper Egypt 7 ,Léget Egypt
Characteristic PDP NONPDP  PDP NONPDP  PDP NONPDP
Total Ever-Married

Women 2,645 2,668 1,773 1,311 1,472 1,357
Respondentsa
Average Age (Years) 30.7 30.8 29.9 30.6 31.3 31.0
Currently Married (%) 91.6 90.9 92.3 91.0 91.0 90.7
Illiterate (%) 85.2 86.6 87.3 89.5 83.5 83.9
Completed Primary

Education (%) 7.2 5.5 7.6 4.1 6.9 6.9
Employed (%) 7.5 7.4 6.9 4,7 8.0 10.0
Working in

Agriculture (%) 34,7 22.2 34,6 6.5 34,7 29.4
Husbandsb
Illiterate (%) 52.0 52.0 55.0 59.8 49.6 44.4
Completed Primary

Education (%) 22.0 18.2 19.2 13.1 24.2 23.1
Employed (%) 87.7 86.5 84.5 82.9 90.4 90.0
Working in

Agriculture (%) 45.8 47.2 47.3 46.9 bb,7 67,5
Households
Landless (%) 27.6 33.2 24.8 30.2 29.8 36.0
Avg. Size of Land-

holding (Feddans)® .57 .64 .54 46 .59 .82

a .
All ever-married respondents.
DInformation provided by currently married respondents.

“Includes landless housecholds.

In summary, Table 11.1 shows there are some substantial variations in
background characteristics between PDP and nonPDP areas, particularly in Upper
Egypt. There is, nevertheless, no evidence that PDP villages are consistently
more--or less--developed than nonPDP villages. The absence of any consistent
socio-economic variation betwe ~ . and nonPDP areas suggests that the rela-
tionship between program status i * _hese outcome measures has not been influ-
enced by any clear selection bias in the villages which were included in the

program.
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FERTILITY: BEHAVIOR AND ATTITUDE MEASURES

Table 11.2 controls for region and PDP status in considering variations in
& number of fertility indicators. In examining Table 11.2, it is apparent that
there are no differences between PDP and nonPDP areas in either the average
nusber of children ever born (CEB) or average family size. Differences in age
composition between program and nonprogram areas are not . gnificant, and
adjustment by age does not influence the relationship between these measurns.

Some decline in the average number of children ever born is expected as a
result of PDP activities. CEB is not, however, a sensitive measure of short-
term change in fertility; therefore, other measures must also be used to assess
the program's effect on overall fertility. One indicator that way help shou
PDP's impact on future fertility is the percentage of currently pregnsnt women.
There are problems associated with this measure, however, simply because many
women are not sure if they are pregnant or not. Although the overall biss is
likely to be toward underreporting of current pregnancies, nothing is known

regarding the variation in the bias between areas or population groups.

Table 11.2

FERTILITY INDICATORS BY POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (PDP) STATUS AHD
REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

! ;

Fertility mﬁsToiaI Rural Upper Egyp§ | lower Egypt
indicator ppP KONPDP PDP HONPDP PDP NONPDP
Avezage Number of a

Children Ever Born 4.6 L6 4.7 4,7 4.6 4.6
Average Number of

Living (hitldren® 3.3 3.3 3.2 3.1 3.4 3.4
Parcent Cugrently

Pregnant 16.5 16.3 17.0 15.0 16.1 17.4

L&

8Calculated for ever-married women aged 15-49 years.

§caica§ated for currently married women aged 15-49 years.
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Table 11.2 shows no significant differences in the percenlage of pregnant
women between PDP and nonPDP areas for all rural Egypt. llowever, there are
differences between these areas--in opposite directions--in both Lower and
Upper Egypt. In the latter region, the percent pregnant is somewhat higher in
program (17 percent) than in nonprogram (15 percent) areas. In Lower Egypt, on
the other hand, the percent pregnant is less in program areas (16) than in
nonPDP arveas (17).

In sum, the impact of PDP on fertility is not substantial, and the rela-
tionship between program status and fertility measures differs in Upper and
Lower Egypt. It is probably too early to assess PDP impact on fertility ob-
jectively; in addition, fertility measures more refined and sensitive to change

must be used in this connection.

Attitudes Toward Family Size

One of the major objectives of PDP is to induce behavioral changes con-
sistent with lowering fertility through strengthening attitudes favoring smal-
ler size families. Table 11.3 presents a number of indicators of attitudes
regarding family size including the percent desiring more children, the average
interval desired for birth spacing, desired family size, and ideal family size.
Horeover, information on the respondent's aspirations for her daughter are

reviewed as these data may reflect her own ideals.

In Lower Egypt, PDP Joes not seem to have a substantial impact on the
proportion of women desiring to stop childbearing or on the average number of
additional children desired. Similarly, the program impact, though in the
right direction, is small with respect to the average interval of preferred
spacing between successive births (26 and 27 months for PDP and nonPDP areas,
respectively, in Lower Egypt). Somewhat greater differences are found in the
percent of women motivated to consider the question of family size. While 34
percent in PDP villages in Lower Egypt have considered the question, 29 percent
of women in nonPDP areas have thought about the number of children thevy would

iike to have.
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Table 11.3

INDICATORS OF FAMILY SIZE ATTITUDES AMONG CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 1549
YEARS BY POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (PDP) STATUS AND REGION, RURAL
EGYPT, 1980

Total Rural Upper Egypt lover Egypt
Indicator - e -
PDP NONPDF PDP NONPDP PDP HOHPDP
Desire for More Children
Percent not Wanting
More 55.2 51.2 45.4 39.9 63.1 62.2
Average Additional
Children Desired?® 2.4 2.7 2.8 3.0 2.0 2.3

Birth Spacing Attitudesb
Average Birth Interval
Desired (Months) 25.3 26.2 23.8 24,9 26.3 27.4

Family Size Desires
Percent Considered

Family Size Desired 25.7 26.6 15.8 24,0 33.7 29.1
Average Number of
Children Desired 2.9 3.3 3.2 3.8 2.8 2.9

Ideal Family Size
Average Number of
Children Desired 3.4 3.7 3.8 4,2 3.1 3.2

Desired Age at Marriage
and Family for Daughter
Average Desired Age

at Marriage (Years) 17.5 17.3 17.0 16.6 17.9 17.9
Average Number of
Children Desired 3.0 3.2 3.5 3.8 2.7 2.8

8Calculated only for those women wanting more children.

bCalculated only for those regpondents giving numerical answers.

In Upper Egypt, PDP has a relatively stronger, although still minor,
impact on the attitudinal indicators. Women in PDP villages are more likely
than women in nonPDP areas to want to cease childbearing, to desire a smaller
number of additional children, to have considered the question of family size
more frequently and to desire a smaller total number of children, and, finally,
to have a smaller ideal family size. With respect to a daughter's age at
marriage, women in PDP areas in Upper Egypt desired a slightly higher average
age at marriage for their daughters than the women in nonPDP villages; they

also desired a sligh.ly smaller number of children for their daughters.
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FAMILY PLANNING: BEHAVIOR AND ATTITUDE MEASURES

Knowledge and Ever Use of Family Planning

Overall, there is little difference between program and nonprogram areas
in the percent of women knowing a modern contraceptive method (Table 11.4) with
one exception--the level of awareness of the IUD is significantly higher in PDP
than in nonPDP areas. Knowledge of a source where modern contraceptive methods
could be obtained is also somewhat greater in PDP villages.

Table 11.4

KNOWLEDGE AND EVER USE OF FAMILY PLANNING AMONG EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49
YEARS BY POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (PDP) STATUS AND REGION, RURAL
EGYPT, 1980

Method, Knowledge Total Rural Upper Egypt lower Egypt
and Ever Use PDP NONPDP PDP NONPDP PDP NONPDP
Total Rumber 2,646 2,669 1,174 1,311 1,672 1,358
Any Modern Method
Percent Know Method 91.4 89.2 84.7 82.1 96.7 96.2
Percent Know Source 73.1 68.3 59.0 54.9 84.3 81.3
Percent Ever Users 30.3 23.6 20.2 12.3 38.4 34,5
Piil
Percent Know Method 91.1 88.8 84.3 81.6 96.5 95.8
Percent Know Source 69.9 65.6 56.0 51.9 61.0 78.8
Percent Ever Users 27.3 21.4 18.0 11.3 34,6 31.2
D
Percent Know Method 73.5 63.4 60.2 44 .0 84.0 82.1
Percent Know Source 46,1 37.5 26.6 21.4 58.0 53.1
Percent Ever Users 5.7 3.1 2.7 0.9 8.1 5.2
Condom
Perce .t XKnow Method 10.5 12.2 5.9 9.1 14.1 15.3
Percent Xnow Source 5.3 5.9 3.6 3.9 6.9 8.2
Percent Ever Users 0.7 0.8 0.7 0.5 0.7 1.0
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The level of ever uvse of family planning is clearly greater in program
than in nonprogram areas; 30 percent of ever~married women in PDP villages in
rural Egypt have used a modern contraceptive method compared to only 24 percent
in nonPDP villages (Figure 11.1). Ever use of the pill and the IUD are also

positively associated with program participation.

FIGURE 11,1

Percent of Ever-Marrled Women Aged 15-49 Years Ever Using At Least One
Contraceptive Method by Population and Development Project (PDP) Status
and Region, Rural Egypt, 1980
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Considering regional differences, Table 11.4 shows that, in Lower Egypt,
there is no appreciable difference in the proportion of women who have know-
iedge about contraceptives (97 and 96 percent for PDP and nonPDP areas, respec-
tively). The percent of women who know a source where a modern method could be
obtained also differs only slightly between PDP and nonPDP areas in this region
(84 and 81 percent, respectively). As to ever use of contraceptives, 38 per-
cent of women in PDP villages in Lower Egypt report ever use of some modern

method compared to 34 percent in nonPDP villages (Figure 11.1 and Table 11.4).

The impact of PDP on ever use of contraceptives is even more pronounced in

Upper Egypt. Only 12 percent of women living in nonPDP areas have ever used a
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modern contraceptive method compared to 20 percent of women in villages where

PDP is operating. Again, as in Lower Egypt, the PDP effect appears most clear
in increasing IUD use.

Current Use

Increasing the level of current use of modern contraceptive meéthods is one
of the major objectives of PDP as a first step to reducing fertility. Overall,
although the level of family planning use among married women remains low in
rural Egypt--17 percent were reported to be using at the time of the ECPS--
there is some evidence that PDP has had an impact on the contraceptive pre-
valence level. Figure 11.2 sghows that the level of current use of family
planning is roughly 35 percent higher in PDP than in nonPDP areas; 20 percent
of married women in program areas are using some family planning method com-
pared to 14 percent in nonprogram areas. Much of the difference in the overall
prevalence level is owed to differences in the percentage of women using modern
contraceptive methods; 17 percent of married women in PDP villages are using
modern methods compared to 12 percent in nonPDP villages.

FIGURE 11.2
Percent of Currently Marrled Women Aged 15-49 Years Currently Using
Family Planning by Population and Development Project (PDP) Status and
Region, Rural Egypt, 1980
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Considering regional variations in the level of family planning use, the
percent of currently married women using modern contraceptives is substantially
higher among currently married women in PDP villages than among those in nonPDP
villages in both Lower and Upper Egypt. For example, Table 11.5 indicates
that, while 23 percent of currently married women in PDP areas in Lover Egypt
are using modern methods, this was true of only 19 percent of women in nonPDP
villages. 1In Upper Egypt, the percentages of current users of modern methods
are also higher for PDP than nonPDP areas (10 percent and 5 percent, respec-

tively).

Table 11.5

CURRENT USE OF FAMILY PLANNING AMONG CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-4Y YEARS
BY TYPE OF METHOD, POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (PDP) STATUS, AND REGION,
RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Rural Upper Egypt Lower Egypt
Type of Method
PDP NONPDP PDP NONPDP PDP NONPDP
Total Number 2,423 2,424 1,083 1,193 1,340 1,231
Using Any Method 19.6 14.5 10.5 6.0 27.0 22.8
Modern Methods 16.8 12.4 9.7 5.3 22.6 19.3
Traditional Methods 2.8 2.1 0.8 0.7 b0 3.5

Not Using Any Method 80.4 85.5 89.5 94.0 73.0 77.2

As noted earlier, the pill is the preferred method among current users in
rural Egypt (Table 11.6). Overall, use of the pill--and the IUD--appears to be
greater in PDP than in nonPDP areas. The relationship between use of these
methods and PDP is, moreover, similar in both Lower and Upper Egypt, although
the differences between PDP and nonPDP areas are relatively greater in Upper
than in Lower Egypt. Finally, the level of current use of other modern
methods--female sterilization, the condom and vaginal contraceptive methods--is
low in both Lower and Upper Egypt and, while there are differences in the use
of sterilization and condoms between PDP and non-PDP areas, they are not gener-

ally sizeable.
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Table 11.6

PERCENT OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS USING SPECIFIC MODERN
CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS BY POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (PDP) STATUS
AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Total Rural Upper Egypt Lower Egypt
Method :

PDP NONPDP PDP NONPDP PDP NONPDP
Pill 12.7 9.9 7.4 4.4 17.0 15.4
1UD 2.8 1.7 1.7 0.5 3.7 2.9
Female Sterilization 0.9 0.5 0.5 0.2 1.3 0.7
Condom 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2
Female Scientific

(Vaginal) Methods 0.2 0.1 - - 0.4 0.2

Attitudes toward Family Planning

Table 11.7 suggests that PDP has a strong impact on the level of family
planning approval in Upper Egypt. HNonusers liviug in PDP villages appear to
disapprove of family planning practice less often than nonusers in nonPDP areas
(23 and 29 percent disapproval in PDP and nonPDP villages, respectively). In
Lower Egypt, vhere the proportion of approval is initially high, PDP has no
significant impact on the level of approval.

Table 11.7

ATTITUDES TOWARD FAMILY PLANNING AMONG CURRENTLY MARRIED NONUSERS BY POPULATION
AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (PDP) STATUS AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Attitudes Toward Total Rural Upper Egypt lower Egypt
Family Planning PDP NONPDP PDP NONPDP PDP NONPDP
Total Number 1,947 2,072 969 1,122 978 950

Percent Approving of

Family Planning 78.0 74,0 68.1 62.5 87.7 87.6
Percent Disapproving

of Family Planning 15.6 20.6 22.6 29.2 8.6 10.3
Percent Intending to

Use Family Planning

in the Future 417.4 44,3 39.8 36.8 54.9 53.2
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IMPACT OF DURATION OF PDP ACTIVITIES 3

The ECPS results also permit an investigation of the influence of the
duration of PDP activities4 on the attitudinal and behavioral measures examined
in this chaper. Differences in the attitudinal indicators according to the
duration of PDP activities were generally shown to be minor. Women in Upper
Egypt in areas exposed to the PDP are somewhat more likely to have attitudes
more favorable to smaller size families compared to women in villages where PDP
involvement is more recent. Approval of the use nf family planning among women
in Upper Egypt also is positively related to the duration of program activity.
However, PDP duration does not appear to strongly influence any of the
attitudinal measures for women in Lower Egypt.

Considering the question of the influence of the duration of PDP on the
behavioral measures, there is no evidence in Lower Egypt to support the
conclusion that longer duration has a significant overall impact on contra-
ceptive knowledge and use. In Upper Egypt, on the other hand, duration of PDP
has some influence on both the levels of knowledge and ever use of contra-
ceptives. For example, 88 percent of the ever-married women in villages where
the PDP has been active for two years or more knew a modern family planning
method compared to 81 percent of the women in villages involved in the PDP for
less than two years. The percentage of ever-married women who have ever used a
modern tamily planning method is 22 and 18 percent, respectively, in the two
duration categories. Overall, the influence of duration on the behavioral

measures was not very substantial, even.in Upper Egypt.

For a detailed discussion of the impact of duration, see Khalifa and Way,
1981.

For purposes of the duration analysis, PDP villages were categorized into
two groups: (1) villages with 2 years or more of involvement in the PDP, and
(2) villages with less than 2 years involvement in the program.

173



EVALUATION OF THE RAIYDA'S ROLE IN PDP VILLAGES

Description of the Ralyda’s Role

By the end of 1980, 2,428 Raiydas were active in the 2,848 villages
covered by the PDP. These figures suggest that some villages have had problems
in recruiting Raiydas. This is especially true in Upper Egypt where the popu-
lation is traditionally more conservative than in Lower Egypt. Hore Raiydas
are needed in most villages, however, as the plan calls for no more than 250
eligible women to be assigned to each Raiyda in order that she can visit them
once a month to provide contraceptives and to follow up cases of discontinu-
ation of family planning use. With 1,000 households in each village, on the

average, four Raiydas must be recruited to meet this goal.

The core of the Raiyda program is the home visits with eligible women to
encourage contraceptive practice. During these visits, the Raiyda offers
infcrmation, onswers questions, corrects misunderstandings, supplies contra-
ceptives, and collects data needed for evaluation. In order to integrate the
Raiyda's role with that of other individuals in the PDP areas vho are concerned
with family planning activities, she reports to the head of the PDPAC. She
also seeks to establish close working relationships with the village physician,

social worker, and any volunteer family planning centers.

Recognition and Contact with Ralyda

The CPS collected data to directly evaluate the role of the Raiydas.
Results suggest these workers play a relatively minimal role in family planning
service delivery in the villages. In Upper Egypt, only 15 percent of all women
in PDP villages reported they were aware of the Raiyda's presence. Only one-

half of these women had ever met her (8 percent of all wemen). Among those who
actually had contact with the Raiyda, 60 percent merely obtained family plan-

ning information from her, while 20 percent received contraceptive supplies (4

174



(4 and 2 percent of all women in PDP villages, respectively). As mentioned

earlier, recruiting of the Raiydas in Upper Egypt has been a problem in the
PDP.

In Lower Egypt, the Raiydas are relatively more active; about one-fourth
of all women in PDP villages are aware of the Raiyda's presence. Roughly 60
percent of the women who had heard about the Raiyda actually had met her (14
percent of all women). Among women who had ever met a Raiyda, one-half had
obtained information on family planning from her and about 20 percent had

received metheds (8 and 3 percent of all women in PDP villages, respectively).

A 1980 study on the role of the Raiydas indicates that the failure of the
Raiydas to reach all eligible women is due to the fact that the average Raiyda
works single-handedly in a large village servicing almost 3,000 eligible women.
In addition to the need to recruit more Raiydas, the study also showed that the

training and the incentive system needs modification and closer supervision
(Shanawany, 1980).

As to the awareness of the existence of PDP in their villages, the ECPS
data shows that only 12 percent of the women in PDP villages in Upper Egypt and
16 percent in Lower Egypt have ever heard of committees related to family
planning (3 percent of all women). Only 5 women in the Upper Egypt PDP sample
of more than 1,100 have ever participated in such committees, and only 10 women
of the Lower Egypt PDP sample of more than 1,450 have ever been involved in the

activities of such committees.

Migration

Before considering the information on migration, it must be noted that the
ECPS data are for households rather than individuals. It is therefore possible
that there was some duplication in responses to the question of whether someone
in the family had migrated from the village in the past year, i.e., a son in
one family may be reported again as a brother in another. Thus, caution must

be excrcised in interpreting these results.
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Overall 12 percent of the households interviewed in the sample had at
least one member who outmigrated. More households in Upper than Lower Egypt
have at least one outmigrant (13 percent and 10 percent, respeclively). In
Upper Egypt, nonPDP areas have higher portions of households with at least one
outmigrant compared to PDP villages (16 and 10 percent, respectively) although
this is not the case in Lower Egypt where PDP appears to have no impact on

outmigration.

Outmigration is male selective (Table 11.8). This is the case in both
regions irrespective of PDP. Overall, 80 percent of households with at least
one outmigrant report that the most recent outmigrant was a male. Two major
destinations are reported--abroad (probably mainly Arab countries) and urban
areas in Egypt. The former is the destination in the case of almost one-half
of the most recent outmigrants; the latter destination accounts for more than
one-quarter of outmigrants. This finding is consistent in both regions. How-
ever, in Lower Egypt, outmigration in nonPDP areas is directed as often to
urban areas as abroad (42 percent to urban areas and 42 percent abroad), while
among PDP villages outmigration is clearly skewed to destinations outside Egypt

(24 percent to urban areas compared to 66 percent abroad).

Table 11.8

CHARACTERISTICS OF OUTMIGRANTS BY POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (PDP)
STATUS AND REGION, RURAL EGYPT, 1980

Characteristics Total Rural Upper Egypt Lower Egypt
of Outmigrants PDP NONPDP PDP NONPDP PDP NONPDP
Percent Male 83.1 78.8 81.4 84,1 84.6 70.9
Percent in Urban

Areas in Egypt 27.7 38.9 32.C 36.6 24.0 42.3
Percent Abroad 58.4 46.6 48.5 50.6 66.3 41,7
Percent Left to

Work Elsewhere 75.2 71.0 74,2 74.4 76.0 66.0
Percent Intending

to Return 66.3 63.4 63.9 69,5 70.2 55.3

4Characteristics of the most recent person to leave a household for those
households reporting outmigration.
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In sum, it seems that PDP is related to lower outmigration in Upper Egypt
but not in Lower Egypt. PDP may have, however, an impact on the destination of
migration in Lower Egypt although this was not the case in Upper Egypt. Inter-
pretation of these results is speculative and other factors must be taken into
consideration before reaching any final conclusion on the relatienship between

PDP and the level of outmigration from villages in rural Egypt.
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APPENDIX A
EGYPT CONTRACEPTIVE PREVALENCE SURVEY
SAHPLE DESIGN

The main objective of the Egypt Contraceptive Prevslence Survey (ECPS) was
to provide informstion on family planning use in rural areas in Egypt. 7o
achieve this objective, a three-stage sasple design was recommended. The first
stage of the design involved the selection of villages in rural areas. The
second stage included the sampling of segments within selected villages. The
third snd final stage cunsisted of the selection of sample households in those
segments.

Thie design introduced flexibility into the sampling. It enabled conven~
iept divisions of the universe (villages) to be utilized as sampling units and
permitted the concentration of the field work. However, since too much con-
centration would heve meant a io<s in precision as well as a reduction in the
spread of the ssmple, 2 compromise was aade in the ECPS design between con-
siderations of cost {(including transpoertation) and precision (degres of spread-
ing) in order to ensure veliable estimates over the various domains of interest
in rurel Egypt. The following describes in detail the ECPS sample design.

Frame. After a search of possible sampling frames for the ECPS, it was
decided to use the 1976 Census information at the first stage of selection.
For the second stage of selection, 2 frame was required only for the units
selected during the first stoge. Before carrying out ths second staze of

sclection, maps had to be oblained for these first-stage units.

Coverage. 1Initially, the entire rural area in Egypt was considered for
coverage, but anticipated problems and difficulties in working in some areas
made it necessary to eliminate the Frontier Governorates (Red Sea, Mew Valley,
Hatruh and Sinai governorates) from the covered population. However, duc to
their low population density, the elimination of these governorates from the
ECPS target population does not significantly affect any national rural esti-
mation based on the survey results.¥ It should be noted that with the excep-

! The population in the Fonticr Governorates represented 0.57 percent of the
total netional population in 1976.
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tions noted above, the sample was designed to provide complets coverage of the
rural population of Egypt.

San
vomen between 15 to 49 years old was required. It was determined that ihis
sample could be obtsined by interviewing approximately 5,250 households. The

le Sixe. For the ECPS, a national rural zasple of about 5,000 married

expected nusber of household units took into consideration the rate of non-
response for households as well sz the proportion of households with no eligi~
ble vomen. Working with this sasple size, the overall fraction was estimated
to be 1/50,

Tegirable Characteristics. An essential characteristic of the recommended
sample design was that every household in Egypt's rural area should have a
chance greater than zero of being selected in the sample; and this chance of
being selected sheuld be known in order to avoid selection biases and to pro-
vide & basis for determining the statistical precision of survey estimates. In
addition, each household to be included in the sample should have the same
probability of selection.

Definition of Primary Sampling Units. Geographically, Egypt is divided

into governorates. Within each governorate, the rural area is subdivided in
village councils. Each village council includes a mother village and a number
of satellite villages and adjacent hamlets. The number of villages in a given
village council wvaries between 3 to 1), 1In balancing precision, available
information and practicability, it was decided thkat in the three-stage sample
design for the ECPS, it was mcre appropriate to employ villages as the primary

sampling units {PSUs), rather than willage councils.
Within the 17 governorates included in the ECPS, there are a total of
4,003 wvillages. The population in these wvillages exhausts the rural popula-

tions of the 17 governorates covered in the ECPS.

Stratification. Stratification was implemented in two levels at the First

or primary stage of sampling in the ECPS; no stratification was used at sub-
sequent stages.
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Level 1: Explicit. It was decided to group the villages according te
their status in the Population and Development Program ints three vategories:
PDP, baseline and non-PDP. The villages were also stratified by geographic
regions (Upper and Lower Egypt).

Within each stratum, in order tu exert control on the variation in village
size, the villages were grouped by population size into three categories as
follows: (a) less than 2000 population; (b) between 2000 and 10,000 popula-
tion; and (c) over 10,000 population.

Level 2: [Implicit. It was achieved by a serpentune ordering of gover-
norates starting at the North and going from West to East, then from East to

¥est and on so on.

Selection of the Sample of Primary Sampling Units. Although communication

and transportation are generally good between villages in Egypt, the cost of
spreading the sample into many villages was considerably greater than the cost
of sampling households within selected villages; therefore, it was decided to
limit the number of villages in the ECPS sample to 126. A list of the selected
villages is included in Table A.1. Figure A.! shows the distribution of the

sampled villages in rural Egypt.

The selection of villages in each stratum was done independently from the
other strata, and willages in each stratum were selected systematically with
probabilities proportional to the population size in 1976. For each strata,

the probability of a village selected in the sample is given by:

where

H represents the total population of the 1th village in 1975,

2:%1 represents the total population of the strata containing
that village in 1976, and,

n represents the nucber of villages selected in that strats.
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Gﬁ?trnﬁtgtg

Giza

Beni Suef

Fayoum

Henya

Assiut

Souhsg

Table ALl

~ LIST OF VILLAGES IH THE ECPS SAMPLE

Village

Kaerdassa
Harrak Alhsder
Abou Rawanrh

- Bl Koot Bl Ahmar

£l Zaedeyah
Shobra Hent

Koftan E1 Gharbia (Koftan hamlet)

Gezirat Babas
Beni Adal
Beni Hamed
Beni Solizan
Bsroot

Baft Rachen

Behmo

Heniat Tantawy
Hwarat El Maktas
El Arerias

El Khalidia
Fedemin

El Sheifh Hassan
El Berba

El Husszenla
Ebshawat

Shesm 1 Basl
Hakoussa

El Rahmania

El Gharib

Beni Ghaleb
¥om Abou Shebel
Hazlat Abd Alsh
El Hastah
Daranka

G El Hosour
Abou Karinm

£l Harametah
Ainein

El Awamer

El Wafdah

El Egatat

El Shorkah
Fazirat Shandawil
Gizaret Shandawil
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Table A.)l {(continued)

Governorate Willage

Eerns El Hahrouea
£} Fahmania
Gragos

Aboy Shaughs
Bougsse hamiet
L1 Hesalhs

Ei Baiadia
Aswan Balana

£l Hagz
Damietts €1 Horany

El MHagareysen
£l Sananeyeh

DPskshiis 1 Massera and its hamlets
Bl Tawiia
Hegt Demis
Carah
£1 Deenabesk
Meet Chorab
£1 Hedada
£! Kebab El Soghra
Batra
Rabarova
Sheha

Sharkis £i Awasasge
Kafr E1 Sheikh Housss {mran
El Mahmoudya
£] Hobbe
Kafr Akyad
El Elwaya
Ei Zeokaloom
£l Didawon
El Sharkaweya
Akwa
£1 Beeroom
Kafy Hussein E! Tobgut
El Salheya
El Zawahreys
Dawanma

Kalyubia El Shamout
Sendion
Kafir Teme
Eznit
Ei Gabel El Aszfar
Kafyr Elwan
{continued}
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Gav&rﬁqra;e

Kafr El Bheikh

Gharbia

Henoufia

Behara

ismelia

Tabie A.Y1 {(rontinued)

Village

Kafr E} Hamrawi

Menyat Hoesayr

Bl Kom Bl Tawil

Bent Pekar

Bl Beos and fte hamlets
Metiallnt Dlbet

Yafr Balem El Hebadb
Hohallet Roh
Shobra Malas
Shobra Babel

Kom El Hagpav
Besioufer

Sentas

Kafr £l Seheemeysh
Kafr £l Taabanesn
Tonbara

Karf El Shorbagut

Babel

Heelt Om Saileh
Zotr

Heat Afia
Shinshour

£l Roda

Zaput Rezin
Sobk El Dahak

Gimay Makram
Hinshazt Khvet

El Zsafarani

Riby

El Beskaloon
Moghniysen

Ezbet Amin Javed Ahred
Ezbet Defsho

El ¥asr

Dessous El Aelifayar
Heet El Xhazan
Gezirat Hekla

El Kassasin El Cedida
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FIGURE AL 1
Distribution of Sampling Polnty,
Egypt Controceptive Prevalence Survay, 1980
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Selection of the Sample of Secondary Sampling Units. A map of ezach

selected village and any adjacent haslets was obtained. As these smsps had been
designed for electricity and water supply developmenlt projects, every fap
indicated the extent of constructed arvea as well as the projected developscnt
services with clear identification of dwelling units, scheools, factories,

mosques, water and electricity plants as well as farm arveas.

Although the information on the maps was fairly detailed, there was a lack
of uniformity in the shape and size (in area) of blocks in every village.
Also, no information was available on street, road or alley names. An esti-
mation of households and population at block level was also lacking.

After evalusting the available information, it was decided to divide each
selected village in small areas or segments. This process involved the divi-
sion of every map into approximately equal-size segments. In this segmentation
procedure well-defined points of reference were used and particular attention

was paid to reducing the varisbility in block sizes.

After the subdivision of each map, the resulting segrents were enumerated
in a serpentine order from North to South and a sample was selected with proba-

bility propertional to the size of constructed area.

For each stratum and for every village in that stratum, the probability of

a segment being included in the sample was given by:

k Si'
p & e
21§ 3
i
vhere
s repreggnts the area constructed of the jth segment in
1y |
the 1 wvillage,
Si represents the total arsz constructed of the ith viliage,
and,
¥ iz the number of segments to be included in the sample
(k=2,3,4,5).
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Last Stage Sampie Selection. After each selected segment wan updated sod

& household listing obtained, & systematic random selection of househnlds was
If Wij represents the overall sampling fraction for the selection
Lthen Wij must satisfy the relaticnzhip:

carried out,
of households within the segment,

Pu P2y Yy 7 o

The interval for the systematic selection in the household was given by:



Appendix B
EGYPT CONTRACEPTIVE PREVALENCE SURVEY
QUESTIONNAIRE
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ANSHER 1N Q. 175,

¥ Currently married Z WhidpvedyDivorced
{50 T0 Q. 308) {SElp TO INSTRULCTIONS

BEFOST Q. 308)
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the pasl month, sny oethod (o svold getfifmg pregsant?

1 Yes

2 o --- {CIRCLL MR I CO
CPRRTRECTIONS BIFOR

337, Mhat is 1hat method?

e

%
Jw
0. 333}

THIE SKIF TO

{CIRILL TWD RILEVANT MITHOm IM COLGWN (4) oF
THE $HOVLTDET TABLY 2800
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Kyt 1 ¥ ¥ 3% DY ¥y 4 93
19 withdirpwid 1 ¥y P ¥er 3wy LI 7T B Y Wt
N Other__ S . 1 i Pt 1% B Yes
TG {loaniry)
Hat
¥ uitey
36, Do you or your hushand currently wie raw, or hive you wied during

5t
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)
W
s
i
-4

20 :0=00:0:0:0:0:0 058

-
4 =

0000 O D300 40

-
ot

dit



¥4

CIROLE THE APPROPRIATL WUNBIR BLLON AFTER CHICKING THE BESPONSES
CISLED 10 COLM {3) o8 (4] OF Twi XeMifiSe TISLE O PAZE 11,

1AL Yesst one Vet code ? W5 ‘yer" opdes are circlied
i3 circled in colummg i telene (3) er {8) for
{3) or (4) for Methods Helrods 01.07,

pI-07. {5219 10 0.214)

30ER.

308B,

308L.

Mere you using any method of fandly plarnlng fn Judy, 15232
B Yes 2 Bo
{s¥iP 10 Q.308C)

Heve you used sny method of fanlily plesning tince July, 19757

1 ¥ey Z #s
{$xip 10 0. 304)

Kow 1 would Vke you o Leld me shoul your wie of family placabay
since July, 1975, Whet methods of fenily placaing have you used
since that Lime? Pledse mane 17 the netbody you bave wied in e
grder tn which you wsed them, beginning with eny method you were
wslhng fn July, 1975 or with the first nethod you began uitng
sfter that Lime.  IF you slepped wilng o medbod at amy time and
then began wslng 11 agafn later, plesis be gure that yora k2il me
211 of the different thmes that you wsed the melkod during this
period,

INTERVITWER: WRITL THE WAHIS OF THE WITWOGS T Tweg
GRUER THAT THEY ARE MINTIONED BY THE AESPOBOINT In
COLUMN {2) OF THWE CONTINUATION TAZAT O PAZE 13, THiw
ASK Q. 30BA AND 3098 FOR EADH METHED.
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TR OF WONTTHUITIN OF U5 5
)y £ (n ey
; 3 Turitag tuls Lapptng Snte
*5 Hatbu Wk 15 WA ilgfﬁa W grer B Bo whid }ﬁw’\fﬁ? b yaar

% [£ 7 Risoo #i8 i Biask tTarved 4 pew Lhen witny Eheg
o S ETNRLI LTI ST YT ,

T4 s ws Lo W
% ALl Ok

138 . | Mk 1) wrat U8
W 2318 Websy

il
@
i
m
jﬁ»
[
[1n o R oy W fwew_w B
¥ sl taig o [Oro
(R
B
o
v
o
to
8G
o
51
SR
60

1 ) menh W LR -

- D

¥ FudTT cuipey

L Morns, W Hones b
35 Suall taig

| 98 o | eean 2] ennt 1%
5 el oakrg

INTTRIIORER: 07 THEME 05 0 DNTERREL OF BIRGRE SIT08 ANy To WITHONS ARy "
THAT 3%, & RLKOD OF D000 SUTTEN 56 DANE B BHLACHEINY SODRED S =0
METHOD B BTRAN WLUNE THE RLET MIMNDY FHET 25 ARLowS.

308, P18 pou s e bhy S fanily plamsing metihed ST oy sqagpaed wting
{method) £ng SESLre pou sLerief wn by (methpb)®

I TH ALRONDINY RONTIONS TG AMYTIR e Mats,
THILR 0% J0 Fof OOMIOMDRADIG RALEE ANl Ade
QUEST DM BUEE K€D 3R,

INYERVITHCN : ' .
ONECE 0 XX THRT ALY, OF 1N METYETE LISTYO JRONIE ARE CTICLED TN CRISME
5} OF TS RWRIIOE TS0 OF WK U1, TUCRE WS CORMIECYT s TRCHS.
IF THE FESPONENT IS QUTESITLY TSTHE X SEND (X METSCD OO0 61-11 IS
TIRED T8 THE TNMILEDE TRIE O TAZE D] § OE T S8F M0 5 Jesren-
ST WS FIORYED SHE XS $TLE USIWG TR 0D DEOVE.  BKNE 5 CORRECT
FRY ENMOEE,

FITER MACIHG ANY TORRIITIONS THEY AR RITIG0 BW maf LEEY BEDNE, WLPREE THE WETHCRD I
LOUM {10 OF THE TAELE N THE OMIER ©F THLIE Und AGOnieg T Tef TRATENS CATES
FEGICD 1% GOLIB (33,

FIRELLY, T8IER A TOM FO0R LACH METHOD 18 Wl BECLOTT [ 0 tw covsmm 62,

{00y WETHDD LOE MOTHID TERE MLTeeuD

W BD % Tema¥e Sterilizatiom H Fgaim

22 Conllom D6 Fele Sterilfizption I3 Whitidiramer?
0y Yepinis 07 Rbrrifon L1t

o8 1ud 0B Prolonges Erepstfeeding

TETTRrIOetE: RRITE THE METHDD A D (O Fé
EECH FETHDD THE FISPONTEAT S GndD IR Tl ORISR
SHE REPDETED USING Toom AT Tef TOP QF TAIE & On
THE BIXT FAGE.
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TAME OF CONTIMSATION OF USE & %

’ » 3 4 3 & ) 5
e cont O | D | | DO | O |
e iR A i i A e 582 . e 5 st 5 i ettt e R s £ G 1
g ¥ mr %wmm YAS USING é&iﬁ:‘.!i[[m&f«i BedTedt, Wﬁffiﬁilﬂﬁ. e
@Wfﬂ H)U’ ?msm {0311} SKIP 10 G.311), :
e s s A 5 e 5 6 g [ SRS R T Y Blo, ,-df B
310, From where 414 you obtain this nethod? i J L. g j
0l Radyde i ! 1 1 I i 6 T
02 Gther tome delfvery sgent z 2 2 2 Z z ;.:[J Eﬁ- : E{ J
03 Fanily Flanning Center 3 3 3 3 3 3
U8 WMedical doctor or special ¢linic 3 g k4 % i & & 4
05 Bospital 5 g 5 5 5 5
Db Pharmacy & 1 & & 5 [ & !
47 Other - 7 7 7 : 7 7 7
Isﬁeuf“T ‘ _ 1
O R e I . S e T A R i
111, unmy dsa you 10D usﬁm;; the melm;d” ] i ‘
1 Became pregnant J 1 ; 1 ) 1 i 1 l
2 Begsn wiling another melhod 2z ! 2 b b Z P 2
3 uanted 1o get pregnant : A 3 3 3 3
£ %as no longer exposed {husbhand Eway‘) 4 g ;ﬁ 4 & & 4 -
5 Fethod not availadbie \ % 5 % i 5 { 5 5 R ;12,_}
& Spontaneous expulsion of 10D § 6 (3 & 6 6 6 <
7 #ed side offects 7 : 7 i 7 : ? 7 7 ; 3{{' § :E
8 Txperienced bleeding 8 ; 8 ! 8 : 8 ; 8 & ) 3 iy
9 Experienced dizziness N T - T § s . 9 9 a1 § }
, i ! i 3 E:
10 Opposition of hincband/or other j .: i ‘ t
relatives : IR i Ho :’ o 163 10
11 Not satisfied with method .on oo ! 1A ; 1 : [ 3
4 { i 3 3
12 Other (ST S IR S ; 12 - T i2
{Specify] . i ! :
%3 Mo resson given %6 " 2] ] ] 9% ‘ 98 93
1! IF THE RESPOMDINT BEICIME PRIGMANT WHILE USING THE MITHOO QEE’J&‘
T CIR(LID 7OR Q.318) &0 OF 7O TuE NIxT CIRTLED METHOD AND ASK
| 0.310-313.
3}, Bid you become pregnizat after you ; ' ‘ : e ; o
stopped using this method and before i i § : § "
you biégan using arolher method? 4 ’ : i ?P »1?}:-‘}
1 ves oo ! 1ol :’. (A -
2 %o I I 2 c2EEE A A
4 i i H
IF "NO" (CODE 2) 1S CIRCLED ABOYE GO ON 10 THE ¢
CIRTLED RETHID ZND ASE Q.310-313. .
- B . . —
313, MWhen dm that pregnency begin? ; ‘: ; ‘
Womth Mo. Ms. e Mo. ___Me. Mo
Ry e ;gze:a Rk gm He___. a9
 emeon e e e o ! | : P
q CHECK TO SEE THAT DIATE GIVER IS AFTER THE DATE RISSOMDENT
! SIOPPED USING THE METHID AND BIFORE SEE BIGAN USING THE MEXY
! HETHOD COLUMK {3) AMp [3) OF TABLE A. PROSE TO CORRECT £2R RS,
i

ASX Q.310-313 FOR NEXT METHOD. AFTER LAST NETHOD GO TO §8S-
TRUCTIONS AT THE TOP OF THE FOLLONINS PAGE
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IRTERY.EWER: IFf THE RESPOMDENT ExOWS ABOUT WETHODS 01 TO O7
{18 CASES WHERE A “YES* 1S CIRCLED 1N COLLMH (1) CR (2) In ThE
%ﬂ.{f@ﬁ TABLE) CIRCLE THAT REYHOD AT THE TOP OF THE FOLLONING

IF THE RESPOMDENT IS S0M USIMG 0NE OF THE METRIOS (WHERE A& “vEs"
IS CIRCLED 1N COUMX (4) OF THE XMOMLEDGE TABLE), CROSS OUT THAT
NETHOO BY WARKINS (x) BESIOE IV AT THE 10P W THE FOLLOWING TASLE,

FOR EVERY NETHOD CIRLLED AND BOT CROSSED OUT ASK QUESTIONS 314-318
1 ORDER AND CIRCLE THE APPROPRIATE ANSVER,

IF RONE OF THE METHCOS I8 THE FOLLOMING TABLE HAYE BEEN CIRCLED,
SKIP 10 Q. 319.

207

i3



TRE OF OVIMISISE wiTHI0S

Mol Lote L] E 4 ] ] 3
Ml Hame Le1l] Conlom § Yoginaly Wy fomis

$iad.
}1 ﬂ « Srathss
HY. 55 ypu tnpy | ] 'ﬂi‘f‘ !ﬁ/ L] tﬂ/ B Yei § e
i il I T B rw’ e’ Jow

i

(4]

i

IS, here w4
FuE go v
you ®siprt 8
St imethvi) ¥
1 mkpne R
2 Diher home
Hehtvnry
¥ Tenilly #Flunning 3 ¥ ¥ 5 ¥ ¥ ¥
ghiinie
§ Fptical dorters # L]
ghanlg
% Marmaty % £ %
£ Morpited § $ &
7 Diher ) ) ¥ H ¥
(EHTNLE

(1] (o)

E
E
L
e
L

&

4 14 ¥ ¥

¥UF THE LOUNCE WAL ALALADY TAEW MK
THE LOOEDD B 2Ly e MR S
68 1D AL NIET LTHOD, '

Bib. ow woulldl you

T b the o A
plEce $hit you -

nemel? 30 oY)
T Halking 7 n 1 ] ] ] |
2 Means of trone~ 2 2 2 ? ¥ ¥ &

port
3 Duw't knpw/nut ] 8 3 3 3 ¥ ¥

i

(i mEnutas)
(O OB (03

37, How long wunld
1% e pou 1o

per therey ' b 23 E
FMinyter e % 03k (aay
o Tunfun

318, s wou Think

2

33 3% k4
L

whis plece %5 e

i} fﬂiuit or 3%

eGSR iitanid i “‘f"‘l’ﬁ [-LQID-I
1o gt ¥ f 7
! , ; _ ] &1 47

3 Mt Liffineit
% Difffeeit
3 fom"t tnow

gt Rt
o o =3
[
o Py =3
o B T8
ot Pl
g =

oy

INTURVICCES SELP 10 9. 318 F0R IE MIKT CUBOLOD wEmacn |

ENTERVIOVER: AFRLR VOUR FINIEMDY THE LST CIICULY MEmD
TEEP 10 EMSTRULIAINRG AT THE TP fiﬂ‘" Tl WLEY ’;(’u'{ i

208




A mEess S EER mea mE SRR eeITE O 00T Tk

INTERVIEVER: CIRTLE THE NETHOD CUSREMTLY
USED THAT WAS WARMED IN COCUhG (&) OF T
RLEDEE TAME,

s, FiNY .
Comtom  L..ecneuns. CMvsyeveyress vyt .
Vaginsl (fosm, teblels, Jelly, cream, ele.) p
TUD v s visureirisocnainin v I Sl Q'ﬁﬂ‘}”%
Fempie Stevilization ... ....onvevunn.n. ;
Fale Steriffzation .........
Prolomged Bresstfesding
BAYUI o iiicnvanmnun
Withdrawal ............ ¢~ (S€IF 10 0.408) :
Otier ,
pecify) !
S8 Mot welng «--(SE1P 10 Q.400)

W LS e R R W e N e

-
E I )

320, Where do (d1d) you, or your bustand @o to gt 72
{Hethed]

Baiyds Riyfis -~ (SU0F 70 Q.496)

Gtser bome distritutfon spent - (SUIP 70 G.406)
Family Plarming Centar

Hedical doclor or special clindc

Fharmery

Hospital

Oiher

Opecify]

32, How €o you gel to that plice? Do you wilk or iz some nesas of
{ransportation? -

1 ualk
2  Wte meens of tramsportation
8 Don't know/rot sure -~~~ (SEIP 10 Q.408)

{in mirstes)
322, Bow Tomg would 1L ta%e you 1o oot Chere? D:
v

Kirntes s T 52

P

123, Do you thisk it is Qifficelt or rul difficuit to g5 o this place? D
1 mot Difficult 2 Bifficu? 2 Don't krowfnot sure 54
{INTERYVIEWER:  SKIP 7D 0.445)
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£01.

w2,

403,

PROBE =

SCCUSOM TV, ATTDIURLS DOWARD FIRTILITY 200
THRILY PLARNIAG

INTERVIENT S, CIRULL URL APFROPRIATE WuMBiw Bloow A tim
CRECUING THE ANSMER 30 9. 308,

T Carrently weing - 2
¥ i Q. 306
{sv1p 10 @. 408)

Mot Corrently Uiing --
mwi{u ﬁ!’?l {"’I]u }}16'

:

Wast 3 the mafn resson that you are mot wilng dny fambly phansing
mielhod now?
b oWants additionsd children
2 fusbendfother relatives wont addilionyl chdidrem
3 Heslth ressons
4 Tewr of 1ide effects
5 Peliglous restons
% Hushband sbrent
¥ ¥ife belfever she bs wnible to hpve chlilidrem
B Method sl svalileble
9 Other_ ,
Epeel iy
Are there any other restong?
Do you Whink you or your tusbeod will do sonething fn the future ‘o Juatc
getting pregnent?
1 ves 2 My 3 Coa"t knowfrot sure
{LklP 70 Q. L08) (sete 1o . 408}
What it the principsl resson that you will mot try to wie any fandly

piznning methpd in the fulure?

b Fesr of side effects
2 Religlous ressons

3 Husbend's objections
£

Girer (Spechfy)

(S%IP 10 Q.405)
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$0%

£06.

03,

if !ﬁ are free to choose the family plaseinm mihod, what
o S0 you prefler more (han aay other?
[ 1]
Yegismls
H{i0]
ferale Sterilisstion
Hele Sterittzation
Atertion
Prolonped Bresstifeeding
Fhytm
Withdr sl
Other
B 3167
Undecided/ it dependy
Don"t know

-l

aud e
-

g8 <

Whess wilY wou begle wilng LY
Withinm o year

From one Lo Yess than 2 yedry
#ter 2 years and mere

Don't fnow

£ W N e

Whet, in your oplnlon, i3 the spprepeists tine that should
Pt betwernt

I Mareiege and the first <hils meetd e
2 Fivst and second child nemtk yEEPS
3 Serond and third ohiild _ moakh Fiziat
4 Third snd fourlh child — month  ywaes

0o you wint (o have (more) chiliren in the fulurs?
1 Yes Z Hy &

{3617 10 Q.410)

Bon"t krnowfrot surs
{3¢iP 10 ©.410)

How many {more) childrea (in a8dition to acfual sumber) do you
wisl to have in the fulyrs?

__Total

PO

INTERVIEWER - ASY WDW MANO: BDFS_ GImSs
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0

e,

419,

41.

41z,

413,

41¢,

255,

gg:\; are frae Lo chonte, whem &5 yisu want (o Bave your sast (Fiest)

i toon a3 posiibls

After one year, but before 2 ytars
Aftar 2 yrars, bt before 3 yeais
After 3 years

Vi God wsnts/uten 1t Rajppens

WY el N e

00 you dpprove or nol approve of the wie of funily plansing melhsd to

prevent pregnuncy?
Vo Rpprove
2 Den’l approve
3 Giher -
TN

Uhat, n your calnfon, 11 the Hdesd number of childvan dor & couple
1ike youv

Honibtr
Heve you ever thieught, before lodey, of the total number of chilideen
you whuld fike Lo have?
1 Yes
2 Ho --- {S¥IP 10 9.434)

et i thet sunbery . Humite r

b o e e s W

What I35 §n your opinlon the suniter of childean which you talak €Ral your
daughter should have? (regirdiess of the monber she Bas now 32

Kunba s

What, In your opinfon, is the most sultadle age at marelage for 3 girl?

Yerrs

e

A
Mma H

L

27

23

212
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SECTION V. NNSAARD'S BACKEAGIND

CIRCLE THE APPROPRIATE WAMBER ACCORDING TO THE RESPONSE
10 Q. 106,
{ Curveatly Farried 7 Wldomediflesrcnd
(5xie 10 . %08)

B WE WOAD LISE 1O GLT SOMD TRSORSGATION ASOUT WL MUSEAND.
801, How old 15 your Baberd? Age fn yedrs st Jast birtAday.

_YEARS

it it

{INTERVIEMER:  ®E0RD Tl BLST ESTIMATE)

62, Did your hubeed ever allesd  $chool?

1 Yes
2 Bo o.s (SEIP 10 Q.554)
3 Don't oW -.. (SZIP TO G.504)

£03,  Yhet wes Lhe 1ast weer Be prited i tehosl?

{INTERVIOHER: CIRTLE TS HIGHEST ETCTAVIOMAL LEVIL HE ATTENZED AND
THE LASY YEAR HE PASSED)

T flementery Tevel ¢ 1 2z 3 & 5 & 7

Z  Preparatlory I 2 3 7

3 Secordery 1 2 3 7 — (52 TO
4 fpper Intermediste | S 5 7 593)

5 University 1 2 3 4 5 &7

7 Dan't know

54, Can your bushand redd 3 sevspipdr or magizine or & Tetler for example?
1 fas
Z R
3 Den't know

o5, Did ke ever 9o to 3 religious sudol (Fottad, for exmmple}?
Y Yes
2 ks
3 Don't hoow

$65.  Oid your husband work al any pericd Suring the past two wesls?y

1 T4
Z B3
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507,  ¥at s his vsus) otcupation?

(INTORVIEWER: RECORD THE WATH OCOUPRTION ASD THEM CIRCLE OME OF TE

Of fice enployee

Smsl] retadl merchint
ilied worier
Untkilled worker
Agricultural work

SOB, Mow muth Yand does this houwtehold own?

Ho ownership

Less then one Feddan
Between 1 end 2 Feddans
Belwgen 2 #nd 5 Feddans
More than 5 Feddany

WA b N e




&01.

02,

£03.

504,

£05.

606,

&07.

SECTION V1. EVALUATING POPULATION AND DEVELOPWENT PROJECT. E

INTERYIEHER: THESE QUESTIONS AXE 10 BE ASKD OMLY IN VILLAGES
INCLUDED 1N POPULATION AND DEVELOPWINT PROJECT. f

s s o

Do your kniw eny wonds in the villsge vho cin give Informtice an
fanlly plasnieg?

¥ Yes
Z Ko

Have you Tearsed that there f5 & Falyde In wour village?

1 Yes
2 Mo -~ {SKIP 10 Q.606)

Have you ever mel the Falwds?

0 Yes

Z Mo --- {SKIP VO Q.608)

3 Not sure .. {SHIF 10 Qu805)

Hou ;mg 25 OId youmeet ber for the first ! PROBE IF MECESSARY
1éime : "

MRS

What service 4id she offered you? i Whax 2L A.%SNE%S g

b informstion about femily plasmisn
2 SuppHed methods of Tanily plasalsg
4 Took me 1o Uhe clinic
8

Other_
{Spectly)

Rave you heird anylhing about tie “population and develooment project®,
{or Fanily Planning Profect or Conrdiest?  “rojsct or the project of
Tinking populstion Lirgels to loml deve..oment effarts)?

¥ ves

Z Ho

Do you know stout any comittee related to family planning such as
the Edvisory or Technical Condtise?

I ves
2 N --- {TIPMIKATE)

25

\....u
1t

o e

51

54



2]

€08.

0 you or your butbiad evar sttendied asy mastings or puetizipated
in any nlivﬂy of the P0P or thew ;m!tmﬂ
I Yer

2 B - (TOMIRATE)

Whst are these activities? [WAREK ALY ANSMERS)

1 Kedar of & comities

Z Farticipstion in oo of Un frojects dove by poovlation
a0 develogment profect

3 Attandieg ooe of theie seetiogs

4 Other

e ity

21¢€

]
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