
BEST AVAILABLE COpy

Cairo. 1979

MANSHEYET NASSER

'---~---

Ministry. of Housing and Reconstrucfien

U.S Agency for International

Development

A case study of an urban settelment '

in greater Cairo

National Center for Social

and Criminological Research



, .

· -/

I I

MANSHIET NASSER

A Case Study of an Urban Settlement

in greater Cairo

;,
';~ .....



2

Table of Contents

OJ

I

II

Case study of the settlement.

1- Geographical setting.

2- Population.
I

3- The physical aspect.

4- Urban contact.

5- Settlement economy.

6- Services available.

7- Urgent needs and demands.
8- Community services Association
Description of the sample.

1- Householders socio-economic characteristics.

2- Occupation background of, householders.

3- Children characteristics.

4- Families characteristics.

Page
3

4

5
, "

'5

7

7

8

9
9

13

14
15

17

18

III Housing. 40

~- Housing conditions of the buildings or houses. 41
2- The dwelling unit or apartment. 46

3- Dwelling facili ties. 52

4- Satisfaction from housing conditions. 55

IV

V

VI

Social'Relations values and aspirations.

l~ Spatial use and social relationship.

a) Internal use of space.

b) Social relationship.

2- Values and aspirations.

Upgrading program.

1- Utility and facility needs.

2- Means of participation in upgrading program.

Summary of statistical data.

71

72

72

76

78

94
96

98

103



I' ,

I Case study

, I

3

1- Geographical setting.

2- Population.
Of

3~ ,The physical aspect.

4- Urban contact.

5- Settlement economy.

6- Services available.

7~ Urgent needs and demands.

8- Community services Association



4

Manshiet Nasser

1- Geographical s8ttinge

, I I f i'

Ezbet "Manshiet Nasser" is one of tha uncqntrclled

settlement dispersed around the city of Helwan South of

eairoe

The Settlement is bordered on its western side bV

an agricultural land belonging to Kamel Sedki family, a

poultry farm and the Nile corniche; on its eastern sioe

by the, flood-bed, on its North Eastern side by Ezbet

Medinet El Hoda and on its southern side by an nrchecl0gicel

site.

The Battlement originated in 1926 when Kamal Seaki

family bought an agriculture land and settled their~ The

Ezbet of l~ai:18l Sadie Other families follot!do After some

times few families, Abcu Ali, Ali Sayed, after a quarrel

with the original settler refused to work with him on his

land. Thej leaved the original settlement end settled

near by creating ~M~nshiet Nasser", they were fallowed

bV many ether famili280 In 1948 an overflow d~5ined

Ezbet Kamel Sedki and all it settlers moved to "Manshiet

There are many popular associations in the settlement

like The associetions of the sons of HEI AVat", "El Atf~,

El Menoufieh", "El Minieh", "Sohag~ offering their help end

aid to settlers affiliated to them essent13lly in C3se of

death and il1n28so

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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2- Papulation

I I ',' ,! I, I I

The popuIation of'~he Ezbacan be roughly estimated

between'15000 and 17000 inhabitants. The settlement has a

square forme It covers nearby 0.294 square kilometer of

land.

3- The physical aspect

The physical aspect of the settlement is obviously

better than the other settlement studied. Streets are wider,

cleaner; inhabitants are more aware of the embellishment and

the improvement of their settlement.

/---,
Houses are mor~ urban than rural. Inh~bitants are mare

inclined to utilize modern building materials, almost 80% of

houses are in red bricks, roofs are mainly in concrete end

floors are i~ tiles.

HOUSE8 arB aligned around lang, medium large paved or

unpaved streets. The main streets are shares ~IGamea El Emam ll

and nIbrahim Mohamed" (12 meters large each) other streets,

like sherea :;[1 Guish ll IMahgoub" ll Fouad Hamed ll "E1 Ken3k!l vary

from 6 to 8 meters large.

There are five typeg of circulatory apace:

1- Th2 m~i~ road linking the settlement to the Nile corniche

(~ kilometer) and passing by the primary schaal.

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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large roads which serve as the cEntral

i '

, ,cammerCla.l.

3- The medium roads which connect the central sommerclal

areas to the ather housing groups.

~- Th8 boardEr road longing the flood - bed which pro"ides

access to n8rrow lanes from the east o

5- Small cul-de-sacs.

AlmcG~ ~11 th9 buildings are one floored hOUSES with

30me few exsep~ion3 of two or three floored housss which

c8n~tituts t0~ .. ew ~~ashiet Nasser building at the east of

':ister' h~:P':I:; b281l connected to the settlement ~n(iGe

~9G~ ~~ile e12ctrlcity penetrated in 1967. In Eoits of

~h~ fact trBt moat nouses are now electricslly lighted

enc hav8 indoor water tap, Manshiet Nasser cGnt~ins SEven

p,]ol:1.c u.=at81' ~~:::Jpsc The big majority of settlere .Jre

::-j!JJr:e~2 (l-llkl'. s','stem) very few of them rent part3 of their

houses to new m3rried couples as a mean cf inv2stment o

7ha mcn~hlv ~snt for the housing unit ranges be~~s~n 3

end 7 LoE depending if it is 8 room or an apartmEn~ ~ith

sne?ed or Driv~t5 facilities.

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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L_ Urban Contact

M9nshiet Nasser is' at ·6.4 miles from'ElMas~ara and

about 10 miles from Helwan. The settlement is connected

bV 8 bus line starting down town the capital and ending in.

~elwe~ passing bV the Nile corniche at its westarn side.

The Nile is ,at 0 0 8 mile west the settlement 5nd could

b2 8 me:;1n of tl'ansportation to villages and towns of' guizeh'

~~~2~norate if there is a regular fairy boat (Meadiya)'

b2twEBn the eastern and western bank of the Nile.

Man9hi~t Nasser is under the direct jurisdiction of
....:._ ZClh3:3:J,!; 2'-;;;'" f'im far. But its official policr~ station

is in Abou Houf o The inhabitants are in daily contact with

~sttleme~Economy

, .. 1

in ~M9nshiet Nasser" are larg81y dependant

~0C~ the industrial work for their livelifoodo Settlement

~~~~c~y stands on three principal activities: Injustrial and

~uilding sec~or (75%)1 trade (l4%)servic2s (9%) end 8gri

'::'.I1tureo Si:ttL~r:, h/ork mainly in the surounded C',:ic'tories:

Sigwart Comp~ny (3 Km), the Nasr Automotive and Tractor

~~dustry (5 Km) the Military and Munition Complex (5 Km)

-:crEh Cement Factory (6 Kme).

B'ast Available Document
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Trade and services are, performed through may shops
I ,

especi all y gorceries (33) butchers (4), popul ar re s,tauran ~

(3) Iron worksbop, carpenter workshop, building material

shop, painting shop etc o ••

5- Services Available

Some services are available in Mansheit Nasser like

water and electrecity. There is one primary school at the

entrance of the settlEment "Nasr Mixed School~ which absorba

two shifts per day; preparatory and secondary schools are

not available the nearest ones are In "El r-1aassare" "r-1c:JcJi II

and "Helwan~. There are two mosques in.the settlement and

a third one is on construction. The three Masques have been

erected by the voluntary participation of settlers. There

is no church in the settlement the nearest ane isin Hadal~

Helwan and in El Maassara.

There a~~ no public medical services but there ar8

two private clir,ics one regular in the welfare association

and one irregular in the settlement. The nearest Hospital

is in Helwan (11.2 miles) and the nearest pharmacy is in

Medinat El Hada (0.80 miles). Registration of birth and

d~ath and vaccination are done in the health unit of E1

Maassara.

Entertainments are lacking. There is no public

telephone, but there is one private telephone in the welf3rc

association and another one in the house of El Hagg Hamed

El Sayed. There is a recent mailing post which b2Q3n to wo~~

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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in late 1978. It presents all kinds of mailing services

as well as 'banking se:rvices such aSI distribution l'Jf the I

mails saving accounts, insurancE, transference etc •• ~

Garbags is not formally gathered but settlers use

to collect their garbage and to throw it in th~ near mountsi:

or in the can91.

7- Urgent needs and demands

The most popular families in Manshie.t NEsser ar2 AboLJ

Ali, Ali Sayed f ~l Katt, Hamoudah etc888 They are identifiad

as informal leaders and act as official leaders. The mCB~

urgent needs of the settlement seem to be the provision of.,

a Sewage system, a health center provided with a Pharmacy,

special healtn care fer children and training appcrtuniti2~

fo:..·, vouth.

The informal leader6 certify that the 38ttler3 ::iT'.:

re9CV to cont~ibwt2 in the upgrading program by offerl~g

t~~ir wo~k Bnd their moneyo

8~: Comm~nity services Association

i .

• i

Manshiet Nasser is the only uncontrolled satt12m8n~

studied which erected a welfare association fTom 19~3. 11

was built in several stages; 1n the very begining the G2~~1:~:

felt the need to have special services for pre-8ch~ol chi].:':

an ri \; 0 cat ion a 1 t I'a i n i n 9 for girl s who didn't got 0 sow hoc :',. .-

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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rooms were built, one for a kindergarden the other for medical

. tare and the . third fio.r ,the Itraining· of girls •. AftEj!' 3 ttlhi;te I
they eredted a Mosque and a multipurpose reception hall to b2

rent to settlers for the celebr~tion of their marriage 2nd

could serve·as a place where they can meet to discusa their

problems or.wh~re they could receive condoleances of fric~ds

and parents in case of death.

The welfare association is registrated in the [·:;;-:i.stry

of Social Affair!] under the name of "El G2nl£!iyn I\1 Eg:21:~2i\iw

lile Khidma·El Am~ Wa Binaa El Massaged Wa Tanmiet El
Mogtamaa(l)~l. Its membership is' on a voluntary b8Sis DI:':.! its

budjet stands on donations, membership fees and subscription

in the Kindergerden (2
) and in the training center for girle (3

)

plus on ann~al aid from the Ministry of social affairs.

The activity of the welfare assaciotion is jlvi~2d ~ c

three main dO~3ins.

(1) I: Soc i a 1- A8 :1 0 r. i at ion for Pub 1 i c Se r vic e G 1 1't1 ws qU 2 G oJ n Ii ".: :. :..; 0: -~.

t j.. n n nn ric fHn rr: I.! n J. tv t·! D1 f E1 r e •

(?) 160 pj,nstr.l'~: ['O:C !':'lontl, fnr every child including one
r:1G[11.

C) 75 piosters p2r month for the training of every

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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1- I' T~e Kindergarden.

The Kindergarden include two classes of 20 prn-schoo1

children each (From 3 to 6 years). Two female teachers

from the settlement take care of children during the

school day.

2-

3-

The Medical Gare

Medical care is provided to children twice a wEsk through

the association private clinic where-a female phvsician.is:

in charge and receive settlers patients cit a rst2 of 40

piasters.

The training center

The training center includes a training program of tUD

years plus a third year of production where girls are

allowed to share with the center the benefite8 of their

production. There are two shifts per day: in tbe

morning for the first year and in the afternoon far the

second year. Two specialized teachers nominated through

the ministry of social affairs train the girls an cewing,

embroidery and knitting.

The community welfare association organizes ~vcrv year

a short intensive training course (6 Monthes) on nr.~ling far

the care of house wives only.

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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In the occasion of the celebration of the "Social work
,I I i l '. ' ,:. ' /' ,,':

day" an annual e~position of gir1sfproduction is held where

settlers from Manshiet Nasser and other settlements buy what

they ne~d. "Cheik Salem" the 'head of the association a very

ambitious and active settler plans to make a permanent exposi

tion for girls production and to undertake a project on

productive families.

: I

. ,



II Description of the sample

1- Householders socio-economic

characteristics.

2- Occupation background of householders.

3- Children characteristics.

4- Families characteristics.

: f

· .



, .

14

1- Householders socio-economic characteristics:

Families or households chosen in Ezbet Manshiet Nasser

(150) are headed by 142 householders male (94.7%),and 8

house~olders fema1e.(5.3%). I I I

The me~n age of the householders is 44.2 year.with

a standard deviation of 8.397 while the mean age of their

wives is 36.7- year with a standard deviation of 4.7 while

27.3% (41) of householders are below thirty five years,

22.7% (34) of them are over fifty five.

The majority of householders are married (88.7%),

5.2% of which have two wives, ~.7% (7) are divorced or

widows, and only 6.6% (10) are single. The mean years

of marriage is 20.8 years with a standard deviation of

8.840. Only 9.3% (14) of married householders are newlV~

married couples.

I11eteracy spreads between householders and their

wives, 82.7% (124) of householders and 97.9% (140) of

their wives have not even a primary certificate. Although,

44.3% (55) of householders ahd 9.3% (13) of wives can read

and write.

Householders who hold a public certificate reach no

more than 14% (21), 9 of them hold a primary certificate,

Z a preparatory certificate and 9 a secondary certificate.

Only 0.7% (~) of householders hold a university

degree or an equivalent certificate.
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If education is to be divided into three stages:

primary certificate or less, preparatory and secondary

certificate university degree or equivalent, we shall

.find that 88.7%(133) of householders fall in the first

one, and that 7.3% (11) fall in ihelseco~d one, an~only

0.7% (1) fall in the third stage.

In term of education we have an homogenous group.

Householders are mainly from rural ~rigin.(56.7% (85),

The remainders are native born in "Manshiet Nasser" 30.6%

(46), or in urban cities of the Delta or upper Egypt

(12.7%).

The non-native householders originally settled in

"Manshiet Nasser" near the eme~ged city of Helwan,

hoping to find work in the surrounding areas :19.1% (20)1

or settled there because they already worked in the area

and wanted to move nea~ their work 57% (60), or because

of the housing crisis which induced them to live:in the
periphery of the capital 4.8% (5), or because of other
reasons like migration with the family 16.2% (17), or

marriage and their desire to be in dependant 2.9% (2).*

2- Occupation background of householders:

"Occupation" is considered by sociologists as an

important variable in the differentiation of rural family

from other types of families in urban areas. Occupation

in the secondary sector influences the status of the

family in the social structure it creates a sort of sub

culture in the society with specific values and traditions.

"Manshiet Nasser" is an urban settlement. Only 3%

of its inhabitants are engaged in agricultural occupation,
•* For more details see table land 2.

..
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While the remainders are engaged in the secondary and

tertiary sectors.

The proportion of househol~er~ engaged in ~he.
t ~ : It' I.. ' .

ind~strial sector re~~hes 64% (96), 63.5% (61) of them

are skilled workers, while the remainders are unskilled

workers. 1.3% (2) of householders are employees in the

government, 1.3% (2) are in the service, and only 0.7%

(1) are in business or trade, 2% (3), are artisans,10.7%

(16) are self-employed in private shops, .9.3% (14) are'

daii y labourerS without permanent job, 1.3% (2) work in the

army, and 6.7% (10) are retired. It was noticed that 25

of tenants versus 50.Df owners are skilled worke~s:arid

that settlers engaged in the primary sector (Agr~culture)

are all owners.

The data indicates a very broad working-class
I

composition ranging from skilled workers to the non-

working (retired) and tem~orary working members of the
working class. Their working years average 17.9 year

with a standard deviation of 9.389. Householders female
are all working : two as skilled labourer, two as un
skilled labourer and the others as employee (4).

58.1% (87) of householders work actually in nearby

factories and c~mpanies at less than 15 mi~es from the

settlement 7.3% (11) work for the government either in

Cairo or 1n Helwan. The remainders work in Helwan or in

the settlement in private shop or as labourers in shops

or in workshops.

While 24.7% (37) of householders go to work 6n foot, 6%

(9) depend in going to work upon factory and company bus.

19.3% (29) rely upon public transportation. The remainders

rely on bicycles and taxis, etc.·

* For more details see table 3.
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3- Children characteristics:

The children characteristics of our sample reveal the

very young popu1a~ion of Ezbet Manshiet Nasser as many of

our ,rural v~l~ages Dr even urban towns and cit~es. the

percentage of children below the school age '(6 years)

reaches 28% (131) of the children in families interviewed.

28~6% (134) of children are aged between 6 and 12 years,

27~3% (128) between 12 and 18 years, and 16.1% have more

than 18 years old averaging a mean age of 10.8 year.

If we compa~e the education of children to their

father education, we shall find that parents attach more

importance to day to the education of their children boys

as well as girls.

If 25.2% (80) of children in the age of schooling are

i11eterate (29 boys for_51 girls), the remainders have

obtained an education certificate or are still in school
(237).55.2% (175) of children hold a primary certificate

or less (98 boys for 77 girls), 19.2% (61) hold a pre

paratory or secondary certificate (43 boys for 18 girls),

and 0.3% (1) hold a university degree or an equivalent

certificate (one boy).

As we see, -only one boy have obtained a university
degree ana-a-substantia1 percentage of children (60.5%)

are stiil attending schools and faculties.

25.1%(43) of boys were working at the time of the

study. They are mainly engaged in industrial work as

skilled labourers (14), unskilled labourers (4), in private

shops as self employed (15), in the government as employee

(4), in the army (4), and in the settlement as labourers in

"

• I
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minor jobs, 50ns go to their work on foot (16.3%). The
remainders depend in going to work on public transportation

(11.6%) private bicyc1e,(4.7%) or train (20.9%)\~

'! I

4- Families characteristics:

a- Despite the fact that the original settlers of

"Manshiet Nasser" were from rural areas, they were from

the very beginning engaged in industrial work.

Their occupation in the secondary sector has affected

the social structure of their families: only 10% (15) of

the families interviewed can be classified as extended;

they are constituted by husband and/or wife, their .

married and unmarried children, or by a widow or divorced

(man or woman) with their married and unmarried children

and relatives.

The predominant type of family is the nuclear one

(90%), who acts as a socio-econDmic independant unit,

and is constituted by one generation; householder and
spouse, single householder with friends; or by two
generatlons~ householder and spouse with unmarried children

and relat~veso

b- Despite the fact that the nuclear family is

predominant, the number of persons per family is high:

27.4% (41). of families count more t'han 6 persons each,

37 0 3% (56) count between 3 and 6 persons each, and 20%

(30) of families count less than 3 persons each; averaging·

5.7 persons per family with a standard deviation of 2.33.

* For more detailes see table 4.

: I



19

It was found that there is a significant relationship

between the t:enure status and the.. number of person per family

(x2 = 12.006 significant beyond 0.05) as it is showed in

the fo1lowin~ table:
I '

Relationship between the tenure status (A)

and the number of persons/(Fami1y(B).

~
<3 persons 3- 6- +9 Total

Owner· 11 42 45 22 120

Tena!lt 8 14 8 30

TOTAL 19 56 53 22 150

c- The mean monthly income of householders was found

to be in the order of 34 with a standard deviation of

17.479. When we add to householders income, the income

of the other members of the family (wife, sons, etc••• )
the mean total family income was found to be in the order

of.38.86 LE month with a standard deviation of 20.38. While
25.4% (38) offami1i~s have a total monthly family income

of more than SO L.E, 35.~% (53) have a total family income

between 30 and 50 and the remainders 39.3% (59) have a

total family income between 10 and 30 L.E/month.

The per capita monthly income was found to be in the

order of 8.633 with a standard deviation of 5.572.

d- The ownership of certain consumers durable (as a

television set, a washing machine, or a refrigerator) can
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be also a good indicator of the economic standards of the

families.

~lmost all families have a transistor r~dio; 20 e6%, , .
(31) have a television set which had been sold on a credit

basis and usually familie~ invite their neighboors to

follow certain programmes; some of householders wives

(15.4%) have adopted the new ways of cooki~g by purchasing

a range butagaz. 4% of families have a refrigerator, and

4.6% have a washing-machine.

Some few families own a radio, a television set and

a recorder at the same time e Others have a washing-machine,

a range butagaz, and a refrigeratore

e- The examina~ion of households expenditure on

variables related to housing could give valuable informa

tions about the current pattern of settlers expenditure:

1- The average monthly rent paid bV families is 3.4 LoE
with a standard deviation of 1.920. Only 6 0 6% of

renters pay more than 30% of their income as rent;

73.4% pay between 10 and 30%, and 20% pay less than

10% of their income as rent.

There is a reverse relationship between the total,

fam~ly income and the percentage of income s~ent on

rent. The more the total family income, the less the

percentage of income spent on rent as it is showed

in the following table.
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Relationship between the total family income (A)

and the percentage of family income spent on rent(S)

~-lO% 10%- 20%- +30% N/A Tot.a1
A(L.E .

-30 2 12 4 2 39 59

30- 3 3 2 70 78

+70 1 1 11 13

Total 6 16 6 120 150

r = -0.30

2- The average monthly expenditure paid by families on

electricity 1s 124.6 piastres with a standard

deviation of 620574. Only 5.3% of the householders pav

mo~e than 9% of their income on electricity; 25.4% of

the householders pay from 5 to 9% and 69.3% pay less

than 5% of their income on electricity.

There is a reverse relationship between the total family

income and the percentage of income spent on electricity.

The more the tot~l family income, the less the percentage

of income spent on e1ectrtbLty as it is showd in the

follOWing table.

I
i

I

j
i
I,
1 I

-1 I

1
j



22

Relationship between the total family income (A)

and the percentage of family income spent on

electricity. (8).

I~I 1%- 3%':' ~ : 5'%"; '7%- +9% i N/A Total

A(L.E)

-3D 5 6 14 4 5 25 59

30- 23 34 8 2 1 10 78

+70 8 3 I' 1 13

Total 36 43 22 7 6 36 150

r = -0.54 i
I

i

I On the other hand the data showed that there is I". ;~

. ~
i

, , no significant relationship between the number of persons
·1"'!

family and the mon-thly expenditure . paid t
per on i

:
electricity (x = 1.56 significant) it is

f
not as

showed in the following table.

Relationship between the number of persons per

family (A) and the monthly expenditure of family on

electricity (8).

B -50 piastr'es 50- 100- 150- 200- +250 None Total
A

1 6 6

2 4 2 2 2 3 13

3 3 1 3 2 1 6 16

4 --... 1 3 1 1 5 11

5 2 6 12 4 5 29

6 1 5 10 2 4 22

7 1 4 4 1 1 2 3 16

8 1 2 2 3 4 1 2 15

+9 1 5 8 3 2 1 2 22

Total 13 26 44 16 10 5 36 150
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3- The average monthly e~pEnditure paid by families on

water is 70.5 piastres with a standard deviation of 47.795

10.1% of the householders pay more than 5% of their income

on water 22.5% pay between 3 and 5% and 67.4% pay less

than 3% of their income on water.
I ! I ,

There is no significant relationship between the

number of person p~r family and the monthly expenditure

on water. (x 2 = 3.85 not significant), as it is showed

in the folloWing table.

Relationship between the number of persons per

family (A), and the monthly expenditure on water (8).

"j ~
-50pt. SO- lDO- 150- 200- N/A Total

.~

"-,

1 6 6
2 4 1 1 7 13

3 5 1 1 1 8 16
4 2 3 6 11
5 7 8 7 7 29
6 8 2 i 11 22

+7 12 12 10 2 1 16 . 53

Total 38 27 . 19 4 1 61 150

4- The average monthly. expenditure paid by families for

flushing is 85.6 piasters with a standard deviation of

66.841 •
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Only 8.5% of the householders pay more than 9%

of their income an flushing, 6.4% pay between 5 and

9% and 85.1% pay lesa than 5% of their income an

flushing.

I I'

There is no significant relationahip between the

number of peraon perfa~ily and the monthly expenditure

an flushing; (x 2 = 5.29 not significant), as it is

showed in the f~llawing table.

Relationship between the number of person per

family (A) and the monthly family expenditure an

flushing (8).

. ,

~
-50 pt. SO- lDO- ISD- N/A Total

j I,~

·A
,

- ~ ,-~

\.<3
.:J i

" "' ,
' .. 1 6 6 t

2 1 .2 1 9 13

3 1 1 14 16
4 1 1 9 11

5 2 7 2 1 17 29

6 3 2 1 16 22

7 4 1 1 7 16

8 5 1 9 15

+9 2 3 1 16 22

Total 17 15 10 5 103 150

5- The average monthly exp~nditure paid bV families an

trr'il~':1l1:r'bt-lt:t6ns is 2.6 L.E with a standard deviation

of 2.379.

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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Only 2.2% of the householders poy more thofl j.();"~

of their income on transportat"ion; 29.7% PCJV [H:?tiJ[;cn"

2.5% and 3.5% and 68.1% pay less than 2.50% of their

income on transportation.

,I I ii' , , I:

- The average monthly e~penditure paid by fomiliPH I'll

food is 31.3 with a standard deviation of 17.7. There

isa significant relationship between the number of

persons per family and the monthly expenditure of

families on food; (x
2 = 41.50 significant beynn~

0.005).

'.

Relationship between the number of person/family

(A) ~nd the monthly family expenditure ~n food (0)

~,
-1010- 20- 30- 40- 50- 60- 70- +80 Total

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 1

5

6 1

7

8

+9

Total 8

5 ~

8 2 1 1 .,-....

6 3 3 1 ; ....

6 1 2 1 11

9 5 11 2 2 29

2 7 6' 4 2 22

2 4 4 3 2 1 16

4 7 1 1 2 15
2 1 7 2 4 2 1 3 : ~ .. .,

"::'c:

40 27 L.l 14 7 8 1 Lf l:;[

.,
While only L~%'·of'.fa!l'_ilies pay less than 30% of

their income on food, 47.3% pay more than 80% of thEir

income on food, 11.3% pay between 30 and 50, and 40% pay

BEST AVAILABLE COpy



26

between 50 and 80% of their'income on food. There is a

reversed relationship between the total family income and.

the percentage of income spent on food; The more the total

family income, the less the percentage of income spent on

food as it, is showed in the following:table.
, \ . . I

Relationship between the total family income (A)

and the percentage of family' income spent on food (8)

". I

The following patterns of households average

expenditures emerged from the above analysis:

11.5% of income on rent.
3.3% of income on electricity.

2.7% of income on water.

2.9% of income on flushing

2.4% of income on transportation

61.6% of income on food.

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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By local stnnderds, "Mnnohiet Nasser families inter

viewed are not particularly poor. Families have more or less

a steady income. They are poor but they represent the

average wage-earning sector. The utilization of modern

domestic means, by some families, like butagaz, refrigerators,
, " I • I I, i I I I,

washing~machinEs, etc ••• The purchase.of television sets,

recotders by others, and the rate of physical improvement

in the houses, indicate ,that they havem~intatried::an

appreciable rate of upward mobility. 55% of owners have

done housing improvements such as add rooms Dr stores,

~epair ceiling or floor, and instal a cesspool.·

* For more details see table 5.
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Table (1)

Householders Socia-Economic Characteristics

N %

11. Sex I I

Male

Fema18

, I I. I'

142 94,,7

8 5.3

2. Age

< 25 years

25-

35-

45-

+55 vears

N/K median age 44.2

3" Martial status

never married

Marri ed (one ·wi fe)

Married (two wives)
Divorced/widows

7

34

36

37

34

2

10

126

7

7

22.7

24.0

22,,7

1.3

6.6

84.0

4.7

4.7

5 •

<.
Number of veara being married

5 vears

5-

15-

+ 25

N. /A"
-Median age 20" 8

Education

I11eterate

Read and write

Primary certificate

BEST AVAiLABLE COpy

14

35

29

55

17

69

55

9

9.3

23.3
19,,4

36.7

11.3

46,0

36.7

6.0
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N %

..)

Preparatory certificate
Secondary certificate

Unive~Eity degree/equivalent
IN./K.

6. Origin

City residents
Village residents

N./A.(born in Cairo)

7. Reasons for moving to the settlement
Near work

Migration to find work
Housing crisis

Migration with the family
Marriage and independence

N./A. (birth plac~)
I

2

9

1

5

19

85

46

60

20

5

17

2

46

12 8 7

56 .. 7

30 8 6

57.0

! I
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Table C:3)

Occupation background of householders

N. %

1. Previous job (if any)
I I No I

144 , ,
Agricultural labourer
Unskilled labourer 2 33,.3
Skilled labourer
Artisan 1 16.7
Self employed 2 33.3
Employee

Tradesman
IService labourer 1 16,,7

Military

2. Reasons for leav'lng prevlou's job
Present job bet.ter 6 100

"; Illness or retirement.j

"i Other
'. N. /A. 144

3. Present occupation
Skilled labourer 61 40.7
Unskilled labourer 35 23.3
Agriculture labourer 4 2.7
Service labourer 2 1.3
Employee 2 . 1.3
Artisan 3 2.0
Self employed . 16 10.7
Tradesman 1 0.7
Military 2 1.3
Daily work 14 9.3
Retired 10 6.7
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4 .. Place of present work 1\1. %

Factory 27 18 .. 1

Private workshop 1 0 ... 7

Workshop labourer 11 7.3
Pri vate ,shop 8 5 .. 3

Shop labourer 2 1.3
Government 11 7.,3

Army' or police 2 1 .. 3

Company 60 40 .. 0

Agriculture land 4 2.7

N.. A!(Retired and daily worker) 24 1"6

5 .. Number of working years

< 5 years 16 10 .. 7

5- 25 16.7 . ,

10- 13 8.?

15- 22 14.6,
.J.' +20 50 33.,3,J

, '-'
. -"~ N.. /A .. 24 16.0

6 .. Distance Home/work

< 5 Km 53 35 .. 3

5- 19 12 .. 7

10- 12 8 .. 1

15- 8 5.,3

+20 km 14 9.,3

N./A (Working in the settlement) 44 29.3

7. Means of transportation to work

On foot 37 24,!7

Factory/company bus 9 6.0

Public transportation 3 2.0

Bicycle 18 12 .. 0

Train 26 17.,3

Taxi 1 0.,7



. r~'

Two meane

More than two means
N.. /A e

8~ITime spent tO i go to work'

< Y.! hour

12 -
1-

+ 1Y.!

N~/A"

9.. ~~nth1y income

< 20 L$E

20

40

+60 L"E

Median income 34

40

39

18
9

44

37

68

3D
15

37.7

36.8

17.0

8,,5

24,,7

45,,3

20~0

lOnQ
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35

N.. %

Employed

Government employee 4
Skilled labourer 14

I I' I

4IlJIilita,ry

Self employed 15
,Unskilled 4
Other 2
Total 43

Total 468

5. Distance Home/work
<5 km 12 27,,9

5- 3 7
10-

15- 3 7'
..- ~ +20 km 9 20.9i
~ Work in the settlement 16 37.2. :~~~

. ":~':J N./A" 425

6. Means of transportation to blork
On foot 7 16 .. 3
Factory bus
Public transportation 5 11.6
Bicycle 2 4.7
Train 9 20.9
Two means 4 3,,3
Work in the settlement 16 37,,2

7" Monthly income

< 10 L.E 3 7$0...
10- 21 48 .. 8
20- 9 20.9
30- 2 4.7
40- 2 4,,7
N. /K. 6 13.9
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Table (5)

Families Characteristics

N. %

1 .. I TVP,e of family I I ' I

I I
Nuclear 135 90.0
extended 15 10.0
joint-family

2. Conatitution'of families
Housholders, spoose, children 89 59.3
Householder, spouse, children,

relativea 17 11.3
Householder, spoll,se 10 6.7
Widower householder, children 7 4.7
Single householders, friends/

'. relatives 10 6.7
. "1 Householder, spouse,m~;"ried and

1 :unmarried·chi1dren 15 '10.0,1
• .-;'"0(

'."":'l
· --.~ Widower householder, married and· .-~

unmarried children,relatives. 2 1.3
T\ilO families

3. Number of children/household
None 23 15.3

<:3 children 30 20.0

3- 56 3783

6- 34 22.7

+9 7 4.7
median 3 0 8 j

4. Number of persons/family I
I

<3 persona 19 12.7 I
I

37.3
I

3- 56 I
I

6- 53 35.3 I
I

+9 22 14.7
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III Housing:

-
1- Housing conditions of the buildings or houses.
2- The dwelling unit or apartment.
3- Dwelling facilities.

4- Satisfaction from housing conditions •

I

I
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III H ou sin g

Housing is the planner's term for th,e ,qwellings that 'I
i j, '" ! ' I' , '. '

shelter familles ,and individuals from the forces of both

nature and other people. As a material element of culture~

housing may be studied in architectural, engineering~ and. ,

economic terms. The urban sociologist concentrates mainly

upon the non-material elements; habits, values, satisfaction,

social relationships attached to housing, as much as the
effects of the material elements on the behaviour and

attitudes of the individual sheltered in the dwellings.

From the family's perspective however, housing is

not only "shelter" or "househqldfac~lities, but comprises
. 't: .....

a ,number of facilities, services and utilities which link

,the individual and his family to the local community, and

the community to the region in which it grows and progresses.

Housing is unique among consumer goods in the degree
.. .- ..,."....... ~. ,..;.

to which its quality csn fulfil or dim1nish the well-being

of individuals and families.

Housing is very costly to-day. A built-house is the
most expensive signle item most individuals every buy; and

except for food, expenditures for a rented shelter to-day
take the largest part of the budget of most families.

Nevertheless, one's house is in itself a function of income,

occupation, and educational attainment.

In this sect~Dn, we shall examine the housing conditions
of the households visited in "Manehiet Nasser" which are the

..
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as the social habits,' social values, and social relation

ships relevant to housing, which are the non-material

elements of the dwellings.

1- Housing conditions ~f the buildirig (house~):

To~day, most of the site is built up and accomodated

approximatively 30,000 inhabitants on an area of one square

kilometer.

This high concentration 'is achieved using, mainly

single storey dwellings (78%), or two stories building3

(19.2%), organised in such a way that no open' spaces

have been retained adjoining the housing areas. Only •

2.8% of the houses studied are three floored. The satureticn

of available land by building, ensures that there is no

extension of the building, and most building operations

are limited to improvements or alterations.

A big majority, 72% (180), of houses are owner

occupied, while 28% (70) are renter occupied. 70% of

owners hold the plot on a formal hikr lease. The remainders

,(2%) occupy the plot with ~thers as a joint proRerty.

While some householders claim to have paid for hikr title,

The others' claim to have purchased their plots from other

residents without registration.

It was found that the~e is a significant relation

ship between the total family income and tenure status

(x 2 = 29.675 which is significant beyond 0.05) as it is

shown in the following table:
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Relat~onship between the total family income
0A) and the tenure status (8)

B Owner tenant total

A

-30 40 19 59

30- 70 8 78

+70 10 3 13

: I

Total 120 30 150

Owners are squatters in the sense that they erected
dwellings on land not owned by them.

!

The plot sizes of the houses studied ranges between'
·80 and 100 square meters averaging 75 square meters.

Buildings 'ot: housea are divided into independant
apartments or rooms. The former is predominant~ 50% (75) of
houses are divided into independant rooms,mainly occupied by

sons or close relatives, 34.7%(26) of which ~re rented.
Households are sheltered together but are actln~ as independent
edonomic units, The average number of independant rooms in
the houses visited is 3.526 rooms with a standard deviation
of 1.275.

The data shows that there is a significant relationshmp
between the number of families in the building and the inclina

tion of owners to devide the building into a private independant
2rooms. (x = 18.14 significant beyond 0.05).
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Relationship between the nu~berof families/

building (A) and the1nternal subdivision of the
buildin g ( 8 ) " . .;:....,

~ ,I

I· 8 'Rooms Apartment·
. I" I .: "
RD~m+apartment, Total

.. '

'.' .

".

1 - 34

2 12

3 6

4 9

5 6

6 2

+7 6

Total 75

47

7

6

2

62

4 85

1 20

5 17

.:. 11
t/,. 1 7\...-,

2

2 8

13 150

~ .'

. .

, , '

, 41 .)% (62) of houaesi;lre t:l'l:v1.ded into apartments or .

dlJ.lel1ings~ 9.6% (6) of. whlcha-reranted to nellJr;omers; 56.7%

(85) of these houses are~iJided intoa~artme:n;~exclusively

occupied by the families \ithichowl1e~-them;whil-e4J.3%(65)

are shared between members D."· the owing family and their

tenants- The average number Dr apartments in hDuses is 2.1

apartments. with a standard d-eviatian of 0.879.- .

The monthly rent·of th~ housing unit i~~eneralc

e i the r if it is a room or an apartment, rancjt:irt~.'between 3

and r, depending on the· facilities available .in eacll and

if it is shared or private •

Some few owners (7}.1'enti!ttD'p~~; in, the ground floor

of their hous~s at an average monthly rent of6 L.E __

iI£srAVAILABLE COpy
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While 56.7% (85) of houses are occupied by only one
household, 24.6% (37) are occupied by between 2 and 4 house

holds, 12.1% (18) by between 4 and 6 and 6.6% (10) by more
than 6 households.

I

The average number of households in the houses visited
reaches 2,793 households with a standard deviation of 2.228.

- Building materials:

. Two kinds of building materials prevailed: red brick

(49.3%), mud and red bricks (20,7%). The remainder houses

(30%) represent a combination of these building materials.

Materials used for the roofs range from palm trunks
and reed (2.7%), to conc~ete '(38%). The majority (59.3%)
used ~ combination of joint and pertinand board, joint board
and reed, joint board and asbestos~

Floors are mainly in cement (62.7%) or in tiles (16,7%)

or a combination of both materials (8.6%). Floors of 12% of
;~ :"

houses are still in earth.

Only 15.1% (18) of hous~~ had been bought by the present
owner, while 18,5% (22) had been inherited.

66.4% (79) of householders (owners) visited have built
their houses. Only 8.9% (7) of them have built it in one stage,

While the remainders 91.1% (72) have built_their houses in two

..
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or'four stages over a maximum period of 30 years. Each stage

hod added rooms to the house either horizontaly or vertically.

I , lhe different building operations was carried out by

a local brtcklayer (88.6%) or by the members of the family

itself (10.1%)., Only 1.3% of families have delegated a

contractor to carry out all the building and construction
procedures. :.

It was found that there is no significant relationship

between the total family income and the decision of families

to delegate to a bricklayer, or to a contractor, the res

ponsability of the building procedure (x2 = 0.04 not sig

nificant) as it is shoilled in the following table:-

Relationship between the total family income (A)

and the ~esponsible of the building procedure (B)

......, 8 Contractor Bricklayer Family members N/A Total......,
A ......"'--..

-30 21 3 35 59

30- 1 41 5 32 78

+70 8 4 13

Total 1 70 . 8 71 150

while 72.2% (57) of families financed the different stages of

the building wbrks from the family1s own savings. 19% (15)

financed partly the building works, and borrowed the remain



46

money needed mainly from relativ~s and friends (31~8%), or
by Qnterina into a gameya (4Q.8%). 8.8% (7) of householders
lili til no savings at all have borrowed all the money needed
for thQ building procedUre. Only 4 owners who have built their

I hOUD?G relied lupon a credit,from their work (3), or a credit Ie

from the Bank (1).

2- The dwelling unit;

The dwelling is defined BS the independant room or

opartment, or hous~ rented or o~ned by a socio-economic
independent unit. Householders occupying the dwelling

visited in the study, are not from the first generation
which immigrated to the settlement. only 17.3% (26) of them
have been in their present dwellings for less than 5 years,
while 48.7% (73) have lived in their present dwellings for
15 years and more, The average years spent in the present

dwellings is 15.996 years With a standard deviation of
8.7L.L••

WI:? ohall rely in: the evaluation of the dwellings on
two main variables: the: crOWding rate and the availability
of faci1itieo.

- Crowding 'rate:

Most research a~tention has been paid to the adequacy
of internal space or its inadequacy which is crowding •

.- ..... ,

Crowding is the key housing factor affecting low

income families, end in period of acute housing crisis,
011 familieo.
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Space in 00 nOOOW* Ot:otcrl thn r10ndnnnt rennon that
families, when the'1 can afford it, cllnnUD one dwelling far
another.

I
The, effects of crowd'ing have been more investigated

than other housing shortages,becsuae crowding is more

easil'1 measured.

However overcrowding of building must be distinguished
from overcowding of dwellings. If the first deprives the
inhabitants of adequate supplies of air, sunlight and
exposes them to many infections diseases, the former dipries
the dwellers, f'rom privacy, health'1 sleeping arrange.ments,
makes the development of a steady study habits for childre~

extremely difficult, and influences femily relationships
that tend to spread out in the'settlement rather than in the
family unit.

CrOWding has been measured in a variety of way:

Room crowding (person/roam).

Room crOWding (person/sleeping room).

Area~crowding (sleeping area per person).

Area crowding (room sleeping. area per person).

* Rosow, Irving: "The Social effects of the physical environment"
Journal of the American Institute of P1ann~rs - Vol. XXXII No.2
May 1961 - P. 128. '

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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The most easier standard to use counts the number of
people per room in a dwelling unit: 1.5 or 2 persons per

room is generally considered as adequate.

I . I'

'When we look to the conwding rate in the households
visited, we shall find that the average number of rooms
per household is 3.525 rooms with a standard deviation of
1.275, while 17.3% (26) ~f dwellings count one room, 68%

(102) count three rooms and more. It was noticed that

some dwellings (6 ~wners) count more than 6 rooms each.

The following ~atterns of internal densities
emerged:

~. Number of rooms Person/room Average number of

·i
(crobJding rate) person per household

!
" 1 3.8 3.8.

2 2.05 4.1

3 1.8 5.4

4 1.4 5.6

5 1.2 6.2

6 1.1 6.6

7 0.8 5.3

Several conclusion could be done from the previous
table:

1- The more rooma there are ·in the dwelling, the
higher the number of persons inhabiting the
dwelling.
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2- The more numerous the rooms, the lower the rate

of crowding.

tile data, S.hows fhB~ ,th.s1re
l
i~ a re'fEir.s~ relationshiP,be~ween

thJ total family income (A) and the number of person/room

(crowding rate) the ,more the total family income the less

~hc number of person/room (r = -0.02), as it is showed in
the following table:

Relationship between the total family income (A).

and the number Of person/room in the family dW811ing (8)

'"", B -1 1- 3- +5 Total

, A~

,',l-- -30 L.E 9 38 6 6 59
::-:

30- 7 58 9 4 78

+70 1 9 :5 13 I
Total 17 105 18 10 150

on the other handJthedata shows there is a significant
relationship between the tenure(~ statue and the crowding

rate

. 2
(x ~ 31.357 significant beyond 0.05 and 0.01)
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Relation between tenure status (A) and
the crowding rate (8)

8 ,< 1 1- 3- +5 Total, I
, , I

I '
A

Owner· 12 94 12 2 120

Tenant 5 11 6 8 30

Total 17 105 18 10 150

I f we consider . that overcrowding exists when, t!lere

is more than two persons/room, then 68.7% (103) of
dwellings are overcrowded; 14.7% (22) of which count more
than 4 persons room.

The average crowding rate in the d~ellings visited
is 2.24 persoris/room, with- a "standard deviation of 1.462

The data shows that there is a significant relationshwp
between the total income of families and the number of rooms
owned or rented by households as indicated. in the following
table~

Relation between the total family income (A)
and the number of rooms in the dwelling unit (8)

8 1 2 +3 Total
A

-30 19 9 31 59

30- 6 12 60 78

+70 1 1 11 13

Total 26 22 102 150

( r • 0.05)
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the internal density of dwelling had showed that:

Tha marc numerouo the rooms, the lower the crowding

rn"l;e.

i I

flJrl filJLiroG above had· showed that

The more the family income ~hemore numerous the rooms

householders can built or rent.

That the highest the fa~ily income, the lower the

crowding rate.

The data on the other hand shows that there is a significant

relationship between the tenure atatus and the number of

rooms per dwelling as it is showed in the following table:

(x 2 _ 48.555 significant beyond 0.05 and 0.01)

Relationship between the tenure status (A)

and the number of rooms per dwelling unit (8)

", B one room 2 3 4 +5 Total
.~

A

Owner 9 18 36 37 20 120
tenant 17 4 8 1 30

Total 26 22 44 38 20 150

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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3- Dwelling facilities;

The lack of public utilities has already been mentioned

before. The settlement is deprived from major public

utilities such as running water, sewage ~ystem and waste
I . I

dsposal.

33.7% (56) of dwellings visited rely upon public

taps, while the wealthier residents had f:b~u~tj their ways

to connect water to their houses. The average distance

between households visited and pubUic taps ( 4 taps in

the settlement) was found to be 194\64 meters, with a

standard deviation of 169.99.

84% (126) of dwellings have electricity, the remainders

are deprived from this vital utility because they don1t have

the means, to conaeCt their houses with e1ectricitv, which

is~ considered very expensive, 26.6% (8) of renters consider

that electricity io owner responsibility I Dwelling
facilities as a private toilet, b~~h, or a shower, or running

water, are considered as an index for 'fair housing condition,

Their lack could be considered, among other deprivations, as

an indicator of bad housing conditions. Facilities within

the dwellings visited vary from having a private bathroom

which is rare (20.7%), through having a kitchen (33.3%),

and having a private water - closet (68%) or a shared water

closet (30.7%). The dwellings provided bV all these facilities

reach 16.7% of the dwellings visited.

When we look to the distribution of amen1nities betwe~n

owners and.tenan~· the following figures emerged:

. ,
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Owner Tenant Total

Ves 4ft 6 50
Kitchen 1\10 76 24 100

Shared

I' , ' I

Ves 27 4 31
Bathroom No 91 26 117

Shared 2 2

Ves 82 20 102
Water closet No 2 2

I

Shared 36 10 46 I
I

I

-I

Running water 79 15 94
." .,.' ,:', .~., .

Water Rrlvate or )
...

I
..... 41 15 .56public tap.»)

Ves 106 20 126
.~ Electrecity

No 14 10 24-j
~"".1'

-·4

TOTAL 120 30 150

:i...

• • ":: : . . I ~ : • .' : -; • .;; : ~ .:: i I :. . '::

>~.~:.:'~ ~-:·::.~:Y··-:\·. _. .
.< .• -;.:",.. • .•~':"- - • •

':'. i . . . :.. '. _..
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The data shows that owners are more fortunate than

tenonts in term of arne niti eo which io normal and logic.

It WOD found that there is a significant relationship between

th e <:Ivai I ab iIi tV' of certain ameni ti es (like electreci ty)

and the tenure status*. Owners erect their houses with
• , ':, 'I ' 'I \ I

Ithei r own means and shared them' wi th thei r children, when rOOHj

exceed their family needs they rent it as a mean of investment.

So it io only normal that utilities in the houses remain for

their own private use.

88% of settlers who have a kitchen are owners
87.1% 0 f s e tt I er~ :,[jJho ':; have .:; a: .p'riv E1:te bat,h;l;'o am EI :!.'e own e rs.

00.4% of settlers who have a water closet are owners

0/1% of settlers who connected their house with

running water are owners

84.1% of settlers who introduce electrecity are

owners,

It was noticed that the water closet is the only

E1menity which owners provide in the rooms rented either as

EI private or shared accomodations. (98,6% of tenants have

a private or shared water closet).

When we look to the distribution of amenities between

the different income groups the following figures emerged.

* amenities: electrecity (x2 = 7.563 significant beyond

0.05 and 0.01)

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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It was found that there is significant relationship between

the availability of amenities (such· as .kitchen, bathroom, water

closet) and the total·fam~ly income.

Kitchen (x2 = 30.905 significant beyond 0.05 and 0001)

Bathroom(x2 = 17.077 significant beyond 0.05 and 0.01)

Water closet(x2= 10.760 significant beyond 0.05)

4- Satisfaction from housing conditions:

a- If we define general satisfaction from housing

conditions as being the absence of complaints, and dis

satisfaction as complaints from defects related to housing,

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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we shall note that 81.3% (122) of householders in our sample
are satisfied while only 18.7% (28) are not, in spite the

fact that the general standard of housing in "Manshiet Nasser"
is low, Most houses have neither piped water nor a sewage

syst~~; T,he only blat~room: ~r J;avatory may be I a rOU,gh Ishel ter,
in a corner of the courtyard, ~ater has to be collect~d .

from water taps.

The study team __t·h'51~9f.lit that satisfaction or dis
satisfaction from housing conditions may be related to some

variableo relevant to housing, as the total family income,
the tenure ota~uSf the crowding rate or the education of
houQ~holdern, etc., but the data shows that there is no

uionificont relation between the attitude of householders

'l:O\oJOl't1o IIQunin~1 condi tiona, and households or householders
cho.l'Gcteriotico 00 it could be oeen in the following tables:

Relation between the total family income (A)
and the satisfaction of householders from present
housing conditions (8).

~
Satisfied Disaatisfied Total

-30 L.E 42 17 59

:30- 67 11 78

+70 13 13

Total 122 28 150

(x 2
== 7.7069 significant beyond 0.05)

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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Relation between the crowding rate (A) and the

satisfaction of householders from present housing
conditions (8).

>Z I Sa1tisfi,ed Dissatisfied' Total
~

, ,

I,
-One 13 4 17 I1- 62 7 69
2- 30 6 3f j

•3- 9 1 10
+4 8 10 18

•Total, 122 28 150

(x 2
== 11.55 not significant beyond 0.05)

Relation betweEn the education of househol~er (A)

and their satisfaction from present housing r.ondition(B)

'~
Satisfied Dissatisfied Total

A

Illeterate 56 13 69
Read and write 48 7 55
Primary Certificate 5 4 9
Preparatory " 2 2
Secondary 11 5 4 9
University degree 1 1
N/K. 5 5
Total 122 28 150

(x2
6.51 significant beyond 0.05)=

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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Relation between Tenure status (A) and

Satiofaction from present housing conditions(B)

B
r I

Satisfied
I I.

Dissatisfied Total

A

Owner

TemJnt

TotEll

113 7 120

9 21 30

.~l" .-

'1~122 28 1 ::,[1

(x
2 ~ 59#398, significant beyond 0.05 and 0.01)

As the table shows 70% of tenants are dissatisfied from

th~irpresent housing conditions versus only 5,8% of

owners,

L~ll1en the field workers re.asked the question of

satisfaction in another way, by asking the householders

about the main reasons of their satisfaction from their

housing conditions, we found that in spite the fact that

18.7% (28) of householders had reported their feeling of

dissatisfaction, 24 of them had find El reoson for being

satisfied. On the other hand, ".then 11ouseholdera were

asked about the reasons of their dioDctisfoction from ~r8scnt

hou~ing conditions, we fou~d that 20% (30) of householders

didn't find any reason to be dissatisfied,

We can conclude that general satisfaction or general

dissatisfaction from housing conditions is misleading. and.

in spite of being satisfied from their housing conditions,

householders could see many disadvantages in their houses

an d vi ce-versa.

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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bw When we examined the sources of satisfaction of
houaeholders, we found thatth~yareconcentrated·6n

ownership (53.3%).

I I I '
The other Bourcesof satisfaction are related to

the location of the house which ls near the work (16.7%),
or being in a good socl.a1 neighbourhood (14.7%). The
suitable rent of the dwelling unit has been reported by
3 householders, while only 6 reported t~a~ living in the
family house iepresents a mairr reaaon of their satisfaction
from their housing conditiDns~ The largeness of the housing
unit and its healthy condition were reported only by 10
settlers ..

c- Concerning the important sources of discontent from
housi ng conditions, the data shows that there a're two groups
of reasons. The flrstone concentrated on the dwelling unit
itse1f,ouch as the lack "of facilities 24.7% (37), the
smallness of the dwelling unit 15.3% (2·3) pits bad. building
materials 18.7% (28), its unhealthy conditions 6.7%(10),
and the deterioration of the hou~e as· a whole.

The other group concentrated on "the location of the
. dwell1ngwhich is far from th~ means of transportation

6% (9), its. location in a ~adne~ghbourhood 0.7% (1),
only 2% (3) of renters complainedmboutthe rent of their
dwelling which was considered high~

The major sources~of dissatisfaction are concentrated

on~

: f
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Lack of facilities.

Poor building materials.

Little space within the dwelling.

Poor health conditioryso

The location of the dwelling ~hich is far from

transportation from work and from schools.

d- While ownership represents the major source of
satisfaction from housing conditions, lack of facilities

represents the main source of discontent; These reasons

are followed by the location of housing as being near work

from one part, and the poor building ma~erials from the other

part'.

e- We think that satisfaction and dissatisfaction

contain a subjective element varying from family-to family
and dsp,ending upon different comb ined va"riables, such as

life cycle, level of education, income, size of the family,

previous housing, aspirations, goals, etc. l •

Several hypothesis can be tested in further studies,

as the relation between satisfaction from housing conditions
and family life cycle, with the assumption that one

environment Which is Buited to the needs of the young

couple, becomes perhaps inadequate when children reach
school, or thst a shift in job location, or the enlare

gmant of fam~ly size can render a previous convenient

dwelling quite unsuitable.

.. I
I
I

.i
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f- As for Manshiet Nasser' settlers, we tllink' that
factors sre playing in favor of their general feeling of
satisfaction from their present housing conditions~

previous housing experiences in Cairo or in other urban
cities as migrants from rural areas, and ownership of

,I, I I iIi' ,
the house .which,represents a so~ial value and indicates'
an upward social mobility.·

• For more details see table 6 and 7~

i'
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N. %

4. Number of families

One 85 56 .. 7

2 20 13.3

3 17 11.3
i ' 41 : I 11 ' I 7.4 I

5 7 4.7

6 2 1,,3

7 2 1.3

8 and more 6 4.0

5. Building materials

Walls

Red bricks" 74 49 .. 3

Stone

Red brick and atone 3 ;2.0 . "

Mud bricks 2L. 16,0

l Mud bricks, red brickn 31 20.7
". "j

? Mud brick, stone 9 6.0

. Red ,brick, stone", mud bricks
Red bricks, reinforcement concrete 9 6 .. 0

Roofs

Tin
Palm trunk": and reed 4 2.7

Joint board, Asbestos 31 20.7

Joint.board, reed 14 9.3

Joint, pertinant board 44 29~3

Concrete 47 31.3

Joint board, concret'e 10 6.7

Floors

Earth 18 12,,0

Cement 94 62.7

Tiles 25 16.7

Tiles, cement 13 8 .. 6

Tiles, framed

Framed

BEST AVAILABLE COpy
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b) Tenure

6. Type of tenure

OWfler
Joint property

. Hi kr

Renter

, ,

N.

116

I.)

30

%

20.0

,-,

7. Number of rooms rented in the building

One room

2

4
6

+8

Don't rent
N./A.(renterS)

8. Number of appartments rented (to owners
only)

10 3'::: .. 5

11 42 .. 3

4 15.4

1 3.8

94

30

One"

2

3

+4

Dont rent

N./A (renters)

9. Average rent of the housing unit
(to owners only)

/
- 2 L.E

2-

+4

N./A.

4

2

114

30

17

11

1

121

66.7

33.3

-58.6

37.9

3.5
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N. ~,

,a

10. Other parts rented in the bUilding
( to owners only)

None 113 9l. y 2
Shop 7 5.8
N./A. ,( renters) 30

, 11- Average rent of shops

" 5 L.E 5 71.4..:....

5- 1 1L•• 3
+7 I' 14.3
N./A.(renters) 143

12. Ways of owning the bUilding (to owners
only)

Built 79 66.4
Inhel'ited 22 18.5"

i Bought 18 15.1: -~!

.~ N/K • .
1

'",
A..",,:~-.J

N./A (renters) 30
~,1.

".. :i
_ ,J~

"

c) Ways of bUi1din,g,

13. BUilding procedure
One stage 7 8.9
Several stageD 72 91.1
N./A ... 71

14. Responsabi1ity of the bUilding procedure

Bricklayer

Family

Contractor

N./A ..

70

8

1

71

88.6

10 .. 1

1.3
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N. %

15. Money needed for construction

Had the money 57 72.2·
Borrowed the money 7 8.8
80th

I' , ,15 19.0 I . I

Nt/A. 71

16, Sources of bor:oowing money

Frienda or relatives 7 31.8
Gameya 9 40.8
Work 3 13.6
Bank 1· 4.6
More.than one source 2 9.2
N./A. 128 .

d) The householder's dwelling

17. Number of" years in present dwelling
"!

.( 5 years 26 17.3 I
5- 51 34.0
15- 43 28.6
+25 years 30 20.1
N./K

lB. Number of rooms

One room 26 17.3
2 22 14,7
:3 44 29.3
4 38 25.3
+5 20 13.4
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N"

19, \\Iumber of persons/room (crowding rate)

<. 1 person 17 11.4
1 ... 105 70,0
3:.. 18 12.0

I ; I '
5- 7 4.6
+7 3 2.,0

20. R e n t

<. 1 L.E 2 6.7
1- 13 43.3
3- 9 . 30.0

5- 4 13.3
+7 2 6.7
N./A,(owners) 120

., Utili"ties-----
J

.1,
21. Kittihen. "1:;

._j Vea 50 33.3
, No 100 66,7

22, 8athroom
Ves 31 20.7
No 117 78~r

Shared 2 1.3

23. Water-closet

Ves 102 68.0
No 2 1.3
Shared 46 30.7

2~, Type of flushing

Cesspool 4 2.7
Trench 144 97,3
N./A. 2
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N. %

29. Having e1ectl'icity

Ves 126 84.0
No 24 16.0

I I I'I ,I . :'.I' ,
30~ ReaSons of not introducing electri~ity

Very expensive 4 16.7
no means 11 45.8
use a,gaz lamp 1 4.2
owners responsablllt~es 8 33.3
Not necessary
N./A. 126

,
!
IJ

i,-.1,
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Table (7).

Satisfaction of housing conditions

. N. %

.. '
.;

1. General Satisfaction frfom houo,~ng;
,I condi tiona '

Yes
No

21 Important reasons of satisfaction-

None

Ownership
Near work

Good neighborhood
Cheap

Family house
Large

Healthy

3. Important reasons of dissatisfaction

None

Lack of facilities
Small

bad bUilding materials
Not healthy

Expensive

Far from transportation
Bad neighborhood

Likely to collapse

Far from work and school

122

28

4

80

25

22

3

6

7

3

30

37

23

28

10

9

1

5

4

81.3

18.7

2.7
53.3

16.7

14.7
2.0

4.0
4.7

2.0

20.0

24.7

15.3

18.7

6.7

2.0

6.0

0,,7

3.2

2,,7
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IV Social relations values and aspirations.

1- Spatial use snd social relationship.

a) Internal use of space e

b) Social relationship.

2- Values and aspirations.

I .
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Relationships, Values and Aspirations

(1) Spatial use and social relations

\ We shall try, in th~sl seQtion to analyse the pos~ible

effecta of the'internal use of space in the dwelling, on the

network of social relations among the households visited. We
think that the un~erstanding of internal spatial organization,
as much as the si~nificance of local social relations could
give us a fair appreciation of the meaning that the settlement

have for settlers.

a- The internal use of space:

The overcroWding of the dwellings visited make the

internal arrangements the space use difficultt and the multi
function of each room an obligation.

The current patterns of internal use of space suggest
thefollowing:-

1- Rooms fulfill many functions as a place for sleeping,
eating, cooking, washing and lengthen clothes, receiving
visitors, and.Bs a place where children use to study,
and spend time. The data collected from the householders
about their every day activities shows that these different

~. ---
activities are fulfilled in one or two rooms in 32% of
dwellings visited.

The follOWing figures show the different activities
of families fulfilled in any room available.

I

I,
-.- ;

I
I. I

I
!
i
1

i



Cooking
Receiving visitors
Washing clothes

lengthen clothes

IBl"eeding poultry
Studying

Playing

73

(47.3%)

(45,3%)

(19,,3%)

(14 1 0%)

( 7.3%)

(71.9%)

(27.0%)

2- The l"u~a1 courtyard fulfill many functions too, as 0

place for cooking, washing and lengthen clothes, breeding

poultry, as the figures show:

I
.i

•
. " ; •.1

Cooking
Washing clothes
Lengthen clothes
Breeding poultry

(16 .. 7%)

(12,,0%)

(31,,3%)

(56.1%)

;~
'.j

-1
- -. :l

3- The same activity is fulfilled in different spaces in
the dwelling. Each activity follows a different continum
which varies from ~on-specialised area, to specialised

one.

a .. Cooking:

+
Kitchen

34%

courtyard
16,.7%

hall passage

2%

any room

b. Washing clothes:

co'urtyard
'1 .. infront anyBathroom the roof- kitchen Hall

+ the house room -
5.3% 12% 2.7% 60% 0.7% 19.3%
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c, Lengthen clothes:

Balcony roof courtyard street any room
+

8,7% 40% 31.1;% 6% 14%

, ~ I I I , ;

d" Breeding poultry:

Courtyard Roof Balcony Kitchen Any room
+

56.1% 30.2% 0.9% 2.8% 10%

e. Places assigned to the study of children: ,

+
Sitting room Any room

71.9%

4- When kitchen is available, activities like cooking,

'washing clothes and breeding poultries, ane conducted

in the area assigned for this f~cility.

5- ~very apace available in the dwelling (the hall, the roof,
the courtyard, the front of the house, the street) is
fully utulized by the households members in their every
day activities, except the sleeping area reserved to
beds,

6- Furniture too is multifunctional: bed~ (as a place to
sit on), tables (as a mean to cook on, to get meals,

to range book or radio, or televisidn)~ wardrobe (for

food storage).

,
I I
, I

I

: I

. i
I
i
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7- The street is the space in which many activities and
social networks are localized. Women (mothers, daughters,
female relatives) are acting together the every day
activities. They 'use the street to prepare food for

. cook ing
"

.to I wash, .and leng~~en clothes ,to b1reed poul-.I

tries, to talk with friends and neighboors. Men go to

their work and return back only to eat and sleep. They
are either in their work, or with friends and neighboors

in the coffee house, or sitting in street corner.

8-Children are deprived of any private internal use of
space. There are no places assigned to children,
neith~r':for their sleeping, nor for their studying.
They sleep and study anywhere. Some of 28.1% of families
reserved the sitting-room in period of exams to the study
of their children. Children are sent into the street to
play~

9- Th~ physical space is structured arround the residential
unit. The settlers have experienced a certain usage of
the local area as being an integral part of home a Streets,

alleys, cul de sac; are structured on the basis of being
integrated in the whole social organization of the

settlement.

10- In spite of the fact that settlers are living in the
. surrounding area of the capital very near of Helwan and
are engaged mainly in secondary and tertiary sectors,

they could not be classified in local standards as urban
settlers; but in other hand, they are no longer villagero.
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Their way of life has changed: one third of the dwellings

visited hos a rural courtyard; 86% (129) of families are

getting their meals on a floor table; 84% (126) of

families are using Primus, and 16% (24) are using 0 ronDe

butagaz fpr cooking, 72~7% (~09) of famil~e8 or~ breeding. .

. poultry. 37.3% (56) are relying for getting water on

l:ublic taps. 84% (126) have electricity. 27.3% (11) havp

a television oet~ 4% (6) have a refrigerator, and 4.6% .

(7) have a washing machine.

b- §E-ci~_ relations:

The physical space provides a framework within which

some of the most important social relations are acllievd ouch

as visiting, mutual help, resolVing problems between sett-,
lers, borrowing money in case of necessity.

Space in the settlement is used in a non seleetivc

wasy. Tile settlers are at home in the street, outside thei~

houses; They communicate easily. They Bee neighboors quite

often; They don't need to visit their near neighboors,

because they ore together every now and then.

The current patt~rns of social relations suggest the

folJ.owing:-

1- Kinship relations (relatives) is of considerable impor

tance in term of visiting, mutual aid and borrowing

money, but there are other alternatives which are quite

evident in these terms; neighbours relations and

friends relations.

I .
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2- Death and marriage are among the main events in which

settlers must visit each other to present their con

dolence or congratulation.

3- Mutual aid occurs, between settlers without ~ny prefer~ncp.

in 05.3%'(120) of households visited.

4- Elder people resolve the problems of oettlers& Neighbours

and relatives interfere too, but at lesser extend.

5- Borrowing occurs more frequently between neighbours than

lJ cc l,j C! [! nrc lot :~ vC S whie 11 i 0 unde r s tan dQ b1c LJ C C Q U n <:? 'J f

tllCir every day contact.

We think that settlers have experienced a high degree

of residential stability since 48.7% (73) hove lived 15 years

and more in thei~ present dwellings 41% (30) of which have

lived more then 25 years in the settlement. They thought

about Manohiet Nasser as their houses: the V have lived

together, reoned their children together, confronted

almost the same problems of survival; they constitute

a big family tied together by similar problems and wortiest

* For more details Bee table 8 and 9.

BEST AVAILABLE COP}'

-----.
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2- Values and aspirations

The research seeks to determine the social values of Man
shietNasser settlers who, are no more villagers, but not

, , !., I" , I 'I
either urban cit1zens, in our local standards.

The study of social values and aspirations is very

important for the understanding of human decisions and
human behaviour~ The prevailing values iri a community

provide ~8ny social indications which can explore social
changes, priorities and decisions to make. The study used
two techni~ues. to detect the values and aspirations of
settlers:

1- Exposing the settlers to several variables and givi~g

them the chance to choose the most important, factors

among them. The pu~pose of this question was to

determine the values prevalent in the community and
the importance of owning a decent dwelling in relation
to the other proposed variables.

2- Asking projective questions.

The ownership of the dwelling a social value:

The following variables were cited to settl~rs:-

* These techniques have been used before in a research
prodect done by the center: "The study of housing condi
tions in rural Guizeh Governorate" - Dr. Gamal Zaki and
Noha Fahmy - in "National Review of Social' Sciences" 
Special issue. Vol. VII No.3 September 1965.

, i
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To have money.

To hova a decent dwelling.

To educate children.

To be in good hea1th 4

I I . I ' I I

To live peacefully with wife and children.
I I'

The settlers then were asked to determine the most

important among these variables in their opinion. The

result was as follows:

Health 69.3~

Living peacefully with wife and children 13.3%

Education of children 11.3%

,,
-)
. ~::

; ,~
"

Owning a decent dwelling
h:av-ing money· '

1\1. /1'1 •

4.0%

1.3%

0.8%

"

1- The above results show that health represents the most

important variable far 69.3% of settlers; which could

~~f~~ct their crucial needs of health core services,

and their belief that illness is synonym of poverty,

distress, and necessity which is understandable since

the only guarantee for their survival is their work.

2- Since 80%--llf-sett1ers are owners who erect their

houses'without any help from public authority, the

owning of a decent dwelling didn't appear to have a

primary importance. 4% only of settlers, mainly

renters (6) mentioned this variable as being the

most important variable in their opinion.
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But when theisettlers were left to determine the

variables themselves in a projective question which put

the settlers in an assumed position thus;

"In case of obtairing money, ~hat fs the mos~, important
". . ,

thing you choose to-do ':Ir to buy.1I Building a new house

emerged as indicated in the following figures.

Build s new house and educate children represent the

main important aspirations of 72.6% of settl~rs in our

sample. Nevertheless, the above variables on aspirations

were ordered in the same way for literate as well as

illiterate, as"we can notice in the following table.

,I I
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Relationship between things which can be done

if, having money (A) and education status of

householders (8).

I I : I, , I

f

~
,I IIiterate Read and .. Certifi- N/K To~alwrite cate

8uild·new house. 44 24 11 1 80

Educate children '12 14 2 , 29

Make a pilgrimage 2 5 2 1 10

Buy furniture, 6 1 '1 8

Make a, project 4 1 1 6

Buy a piece of land 1 1 1 3

Buy clothes 1
' )

1 2

Others 3 6 2 1 12

j

. " Total 69 55 21 5 150.---:.~

: -.~~

-." :.~

'._L:"1

the data shows that there is not significant relationship

between the education status of Householders and their
2 .

aspirations (x ='7.73).

If we divide our sample in three income group: the

poorest (less than 30 L,E/month), the middle income (from

30 to 70 L.E/month), the biggest income group (more than

70 L.E/month), we csn notice once again that building a new

house has the first priority among ~he three groups, as it

is shown in the following table:- i

I
i
I
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Relationship between things which can be done
if having money (A) and total family income (B)~

the data shows that there is not ~ignificant relationship
between total family income of householders and their
aspirations (x2 = 6 4 53).

From the above results, we can note that:

1- When settlers had to chopse between material and non
material objects, they are mostly inclined to choose
non-material object as health, living peacefully with
wife and children, .which represents values of the
individual settler.
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When settlers were left to their proper initiative to

decide what will be the most important thing to do if

they obtain money, they are family oriented. The

building of a new house, which is a symbol of prestige

and achievement for the whole family, and the educationI \ I ,

of children, were cited as the first priorities for

53.3% of our sample.

i
. J

"

'\

'. :~
.'

3- r"1 akeD pi 19r i ril 0 get 0 f-1 e c:c (3 rep reEl ent s El n i nrJ i vi dua 1

aspiration of settlers. 6.7% (10) of the settlers,

expressed their desire to make this sacred obligation

if they obtain money. 3 of them are from the poorest

group. 6 are from the middle income group and one from

the upper income group.*

4- ~anshiet Nasser settlers are opened to the urban city

life, as 5.3% of settlers aspire to furnish their

houses.

When asked a direct question about the nature of the

furniture the~ aspire to if they have a surplus of money, it

was not a surprise to note that 37.3% of settlers wish to

buy extra beds, and that 32% "wioh to buy a decent sitting

room in which they could receive visitors.

Concerning the do~~stic needs which can be bought if

having money, domestic apparatus which can help the house

wife in her daily work seemed to have the priority, as a

range butagaz 37.3% a refrigerator 15.3% and a ~ashing machine

13.3% A television set was quoted by 14% of settlers, and

once again 7,3% of settlers expressed their desire to buy

furniture.

• The peleTimage cost has become very expensive to-day and
in fact it is far beyond the means of a big majority of
the Whole population in Egypt.

: ,
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Three domestic needs emerged in our sample: a range

butagaz,"8 refrigerator and a television were quoted

bV literate as well as bV illeterate settlers, as we can

notice in the following table:

Relationship between the domestic priorities

which Gan be bought if having money (A) and educational

statUD of householders (8).

--. B Illiterate Read and Certifi-
N/K Total'-, write cate....A'"

Outcgoz 28 18 7 3 55

Flefrigerotor 4 16 3 2.3

Television 11 ? 3 21

Furniture ? 4 11

Sewing-mochine 2 3 _1

Vontilator 2 1 1 Ll,

Recorder :1 2 3

t~ ate r - heat e r 1 1

Wasl1ing machine 10 4 5 1 20

Others 4 1 1 6

Total 69 55 21 5 150

There is no significant relation between the educational
st8tU5 of hO~5eholders and their aspiration concerning
furniture (x 2 ";;;; 9.30).

BEST AVAILABLE COP~/



, I
/

85

Nevertheless, the priorities quoted according to the

different income group, show a certain difference as we can

notice ..

The. first, group Iquoted their priorities aSI follows:-

Butagaz 24

Television 10

Washing-machine 6

Furniture 5

Refrigerator 5

Sewing-machine 3

Ventilator 1

Recorder 1

Water-heater 1

Other 3

Total 59

The second group quoted their priorities as follows:-

Butagaz 30

Refrigerator 12

Washing-machine 11

Television 10

Furniture 5

Ventilator 3

Recorder 3

Sewing-machine 2

Other 2

Total 78

The third group quoted their priotities as follows:-



, f . !

Refrigerator

Washing-machine

"But"agaz·- ;

Furniture

Television
I I'

Total

86

6

3

2

1

1

13

j
":1

; ......"

. - ~ -/
; ;

A range butagaz .represents the urgent need of

settlers in the first and the second income-groups, and

especially in the first group where 40.6% of settlers

express their desire to bUy one. This item hos been followed

bV a television then a washing machine, in the first group; : f

by a refrigerator then a washing machine in the second
group.*

* For mere details see table 10.



87

Table (8)

Social habits related to housing

I I' f I

1- Means of cooking

Primus

8utagaz
Gas lamp ..

2- Place of cooking

Any room

The kitchen
The hall

·The court-yard
The passage

I I "No %
f

126 84 .. 0

24 16 .. 0

71

51

25

3

..

3- Ways of gatting meal

On the floor

On a floor table

On a table

4- Places assigned for visitors

Any room

Sitting room

Living-room (hall)

5- Places assigned for washing ~lothes

The hall
Any room

Court-yard
Bathroom

Kitchen

In front of the house
on the roof

15

129

6

68

68

14

90

29

18

8

4

1

10.0

86 .. 0

4,,0

60,,0

19.3

12.0

5,,3

2,,7

0.7
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%6- Placeass5igned for leng:tlhen clothes N"
On the roof 60 40~0

Courtyard 47 :31 .. .3
Inside the house 21 14 .. 0

i ' , , OLitside the house I 9 6~0
The balcony 1.3 8 .. 7

7- Places assigned for breeding pqultry

Don't breed 41
Cage on the roof 33 30.2
Court-yard 61 56.1
Cage in the kitchen :3 2 .. 8
Cage in a r'oom 11 10,,0
Cage in the balcony 1 0 .. 9

8- Places assigned for throwing garbage
i
~ Demolished area 110 73,,3' ., I

: :~

The 'street 10 6,,7
• #--~

. :~

1

10.. 7
,

The canal 16
In front of the house 5 3 .. 3
On the roof 9 6,,0
In the mountain
Garbage man collects it

9- Places where children usually study

Any roam 64 71.9
Setting-room 25 28.1
Under the age of schooling
Don't study

N. /A" 61
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f\! .. %

10- P.laces where children usually play

Indoors 27 27.0
In front of the house 6 8 .. 0

I i I

In the, street 54 54~0

In the near club 1 1.0
N./A ... 50

: f
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Table (9)

Social Relationship

I'J. %
I

1- ~ersons visited in the settlement

Don't visit any one 34 22 .. 7

Relatives 33 22.0

Neighboors 7 4.7

Friends 5 3.3

Relatives and neighboors 2 1.3

Relatives and f·riends 3 2.0

Friends and neighboors 10 6.7

The three 56 37,3

2- Occasions of ~lsiting people in the settlement

.-;

.-:~

Death
Marriage

Feaat
Birth
Sickness
Others

3- Mutual aid happened between

Relatives
Neighboors

.Friends ..

Relatives and neighboors
.Relatives and friends
Neighboors and ffiends

All

N./K.

123

116

5

37

18

5

2 1,3

1 0,,7

8 5.3

128 85.3

6 4.1
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4- Persons resolving conflicts betw8cn "i ~l
I',j ~

neighboors in the settlement

Older people 39 26.0
Nobodlj interfere 37 27.3
Neigl1boors

I' 119 I 12.7
Relatives 9 6.3
A friend to both sides 7 I .'~} • i

Police 22 14.7
No conflicts happen 17 11.3

5- Sources of borr~wing if monelj is needE!ti

Don';t like the ideo of borrOWing, 11 7~3

Neighboors 61 40.7 I

Relatives 41 '27.3
From work ?'/ 13,,0- I

Gamelja 2 1 • I,
i Can alwaljs be in the safe side 8 5.3;

-
:.- ,.,.'~

'1
. :1

BEST AVAILABLE COP)-'
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Table (10)

Social values related to housing

N. %

1- Factors which contribute to individual
happiness, I . I I

Health

Living peacefully with children
Education of children

Owning a decent dwelling

Having money

N./K ~

2- Things which can be done if having money

Make a project

Educate children

BUY.8 land
Pilgrimage to MeGca

Building a new house~

Buying clothes for children

Buy furniture for the house
Others

104

20
17

6

2

1

6

29

3

10

80

2

8

12

69.3

13.3

11.3

4.0

1.3

0.8

4.0

19.3

2.0
6.7

53.3

1.4

5.3
8.0 .

. ,

3- Furniture which can be bought if having money

Bed

Sitting-room

Wardrobe

Table
Sofa

Two chairs

Wood sofa

Cupboard

Others

56

48

4

4

15

5

2

2

14

'J7 C' 3

32.0
2.7

2.7
10.0

3.4
1.3

1.3

9.3



· -- (

r

/
!



I j , I

-'
-.. ";)

I •

V Upgrading program.

1- Utility and facility needs.

2- Means of participation in upgrading
program.
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Upgrading programe

The major aim of the project is directed towards
upgrading the basic deprivations of the settlement; and

improv~nglthe l~vinglcond~tions of sett~ers'in view to
integrate them in the urban core of city life.

In a large social sence, beyond the political and
economic issues, involved program for urban upgrading hns
important human Objectives. It aims to make available to

settlers in uncontrolled settlements, some of the advantages

of modern urban facilities, ranging from running water and
waste disposal, to improved houses, streets and settlement
resources, to ensure training and employment for adults
and education for the young.

With ~his human. objectives in m~nd, the study team
thought that the settlers participation in upgrading
program will be the key factor for the success of the
project as a whole; and a good deal of the enquiry was
oriented towards determining their needs and in which
priority, their acceptability, their Willingness to co

operate and to participate in the program, as much as
their perception about the terms of their participation.

Accordingly, the study aimed to gather informations
,

about the available utilities and services in the settlement,
as well as .the voluntary associations which can help as
vehicule for popular participation in the program. These
kinds of informations were gathered from informal leaders

and members of the voluntary associations.

. ,



96

Another kind of data was gathered from settlers them
selevesabout the basic needs of the settlement and their
opinion concerning their priorities, their own needs in

. term of improving their housing conditions and their means

of participation in upgrading programe.
I I I I I

As we have se~n in Manshf~t Nasser case study, the
settlement is deprived from all kind of public services and

utilities. Voluntary associations like "the sons of upper
,-

Egypt", "the sons of Guize~governorate," "the sons of
Sh~~kiyeh governorate, If have a ver.y narrow range of activi ty
restricted to offering aid and help mainly in case of death,
and occasionally in case of marriage.

I- Utility and facility needs:

Informal leaders interviewed gave first priorities to

sewage and domestic water connection, and ascertained the
settlers contribution by money and labour, Dr by labour only

(poor) in the provision of these utilities. The data gathered
from the settlers themselves suggests the same results as
fo llowo'/;

1- The demand of a sewage system was asked by 94.7% (142)

of settlers as priority number one, ~nd the most urgent
needs of the settlement. It followed by a piped water

s~J:;p1y, l•• 7% (7) and by electricity 0.6% (1). The data

shows that priorities in term of utilities are dis
tributed between owners and ~tenants Ds'follows:-
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R~lationship betwe~n ~enure status (A) and
priority of utilities to be dang'in the eettlement(S'

,S I

A """

\ Water Sehlage ,Electric! ty Total

. i

·d
. .: ~~

Owner 5 . 114 1 120

Tenl!lnt 2 28 30
,~

Totsl 7 142 1 150

The majority of owners andtenante (114 versus 28) gave
their priority to a ee~age system. Water supply has been
askld by both se priority N~. 2 it was followed by
ulRctrlclty.

2- Thl dlmlnd fer health unl~s wal' aaked by 67.3% (101) of
Ilttllrl DI priority number one in term of their basic

}'

loclal 'lcl1ltll. need•• It W8e fallwed by a consumer
ccopafltivl la~ (27)tand 88Sy means of transportation
to tha outaida ~ofld 9~ (6).

Thl 'lflt dlmand i. vital. Sattlers Buffer from the
19~k ~, I hallth Clfa cantaf; In emergency cases only, they
havi to ;0 to Hilwan Dublio hn8~ttDl~, or t~ private clinics,
ifl,Halw~"ar Oplro. If the ••cand alternative is beyond,
their meBne, the freapraacrlption offered by pUblic hospital
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is considered by settlers as unworthy. In term of health care,

settlers demands seemed to be the establishment of a public

clinic, or a public health care center in the settlement

provided by a pharmacy.

I' • , I

11- Means of participation in upgrading program:

I ,

The informations gathered concerning the means of

pa~ticipation of settlers in the upg~ading programe, were

divid~d ~nto the following sUbjects:
Housing improvement.
Settlement programe.

Training opportunities for youth.

1. Housing improvement:

The importance of housing is w~ll recognized to day

as a main factor in the stability of. the labor force and

the growth of productivity. Housing plays a vital role in

maintaini~g privacy, health and 8tab~lity.

The upgrading programe represents in itself the main

incentive for active participation of settlers who consider

it as a guarantee of tenure security •. By providing loans on

credit, for the conn~ction of water pr sewage, the improving

of roof or floor system, installation of ~ water closet,

ect ••• , th~ local authorities ascer~~in indirectly the

legacy of their wrights on the land,. and on the houses they

have erected.

Settlers are accordingly well motivated by the programe

All owners in our sample agreed to connect their houses with

piped water as well as with a sewage. system, and to pay for
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it on a credit basis. They are able to pay a monthly instalment

ranging from 1 to 3 LeE until they pay their due.

!Concerning: the hbuse improvements, 87.1% (104) of.
owners express their needs in that term. Improvements

needed vary from adding rooms and story, to repair the floor

or the water closet, to paint the house, to demolish the

house in view to rebuild it from ~he' very beginning. But

if settlers are willing to make reparations and to pay on

credit fdr these reparations, they wnlild prefer to rely on

a private bricklayer (82.7%} or a pri~ate contractor (15.4)

to accomplish the improvements needed, rather to depend on

government realization which is considered very slow.

Settlers who refused this opportunity gave the following

reasons:-

There are other priorities.

House doesn't need improvement.

Government realization is slow and bad,

The corre1ation between the number of person/room

per family, and the willingness to make housing improvement

is significant (x 2 = 5.08 significant beyond 0.05), as it

is shown in the following table:-

j
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Correlation between the number of perso~/room

per family (A), .and the willingness to make housing

improvement (8)&

As for renters who can not by housing law make any

reparations in their dwelling, they are willing, to share
with the owner the cost of the reparations needed by pay

ing a monthly rent supplement averagin~~ne and half L.E
Those who refuse this alternative, have either no surplus

to be paid or consider housing improvements as the
responsability of the owner.

i
j,

..-},i ....~
. ",.::-;.

: ..~- .~

. -.:.~

,1--

.." 8 "

. A '"

-1

1-

3

5-

+7

.Total

Ves

10

81

11

1

1

104

. No,

2

12

1

l'

16

! I I "

N./A

5

12

6

5

2

3D

Total

14

105

18

7

3

150.

I

2- Settlement facilities:

While housing improvements represent a household

choice which ref lett its needs and its aspiration in

term of its private living arrangement, settlement
improvements and settlements facilities represent popular

and communal aspirations in terms of the whole living
situation. The study team choosed to ask settlers about



their agre~ment to pa~ticipate i~ two main issues related to
th~ welfare and the improving of living conditions of the

settlement ss a whole:

. The pavement of the streets.

T~e e~tsblishment or a ~el~are assopistipn.

Settlers wal~ome any programme oriented to the improve
ment of their settlement problems, because it·re~resents the
only alternative ta. gain infrastructure services and secyrity
for the possible threat of violent eviction.

The data ~ho~s that 96.7% (145) of settlers are will
ing t6 cooperate for the pavement of the streets mainly on
a vOluntary.basis (136)~ nevertheless 9 ~f them welcomed,
the idea bf p~rticipating in th~ pavement works providing

a salary~

Manshie~ Nasser has alreadya. welfare association
·crt)'a1:..ed- by the voluntary participation' of ,s·ettlers •
. ~ .... :.-'~--:..~~...~ ...~-~:.:.: .

3- Training opportunities:

The study team thQught' that services d.irected for a
better ~ssimilation into urban life sre perhaps ssimportant
as physical facilities.

Opening claases for illeterate adu~t, and. providing
training opportunities for 'youthwere considered as impcr-

. !
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tant consequently, settlers were asked about their willingnees

to attend literacy classes in .their free time~ (95.6%) of

illeterate set~lers w~~comed the idea and were ready to learn.
Those who refused the idea, argued that education is .

efficient only in the childhood, that.they don't have any

aptitude or that ,they don't have time.
I

, ,

When asked about the'most important training oppor

tunities needed by youth to realize a certain self suffici
ency in the settlement, the following skills were mentioned
by order of importance:

I I

Woodwork and carpentry

Lathing and filing.

Electricity

Plumbing

Building

MeChanics

Painting

Carpets weaving

16.0%

12.7%

6.7%

6.6%

2~O% .... : .

0.7%

I·

I
'j

J

89.3% (134) of settlers affirmed the availability of local
leaders or skilled workers who can in their opinionhanrlle

the mobilization of youth, their organization, and their
guidance. The following· names were cited by order of.

importance~-
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Salem Einawi

Ahmed Hamed Sayed

Ahmed MBhran

Mohamed Roushdi

Hag Ahmad Abou Hadibah

Abd El Khalek Hosni Bawad

F~rag Sayed Abdel Al

Abd E1Gawad Hussein

Mohamed ·Mansour

Hussein Mohamed Mahmoud

Ibrahim El Bohari

Mohamed Ahmad Gad

E1 Sh1k MBgdi

.Mohamed Saafan

_. 103

Profession

S.W. SegwBr:b. Comp-any

Grocer
'1

S.W. ~ron and Steel Company
I

.Teacher'

Agricu1turer

Police Investi~at1on Oe~artment

Assistant in Aviltion

Teacher

Agricu1turer

Teacher

S.W. Iron.and Stee1CDmpBny

S.W. in Segwart Company.

Industrialization Authority

Employee in Factory. 36

If a big major1ty, (96%) of settlers, agreed t~ organIze
a· vocational training programe for girls, 4% (6) of 'them

refused such idea. The first group suggested the follo.bt1ng
items in order 1'iJ.~:~.importance:

Sewing

Knitting

Embroidery

Weaving

Carpe~~:weaving

N./K.

72.7%

12.0% .

9.3%

2.0%



70.7% of them affirmed the availability of women who can
handle the-organization of girls and their training. The

remainders were unable to do so and a big majo~ity did not
know any women in the settlement capable to undertake this

responsability. Onl~ three names were cited:

.'

";,

i
N arne s

Sayeda Salem Eissawi

Hoda Abou Hamouda

Fatma Hosni Gad Korsyem

am El Ssyed Abd El Zaher

Fatheya El Hefni

Karima El Nagar

Fatma Mohamed El Ar~bi

Fatheya Gabr

Sabah Shaarawi

.1\Jazira Abdallah

Om Ahmed

I' ,

Profession

Teacher

Dress maker

Teacher

Teacher

House Wife

, I

As we can see from the above results, settlers could
be stimulated for any kind of programe corresponding

to their needs and demands which sre multiple.

The priority of needs hss been already assessed by

this study; the willingness of settlers to cooperate and
to - pa~ticipate in upgrading programe is apparently

evident. The mobilization and direction of human resources
towards a better use of latent skills are welcomed 4 They
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are hoping for a better life and they are ready to invest,
to work~ in order tc achieve such a goal.

We hope that the upgrading programe will not dec~l\1e

them, and that settlers will gain by their activa par'i,I:,cipa..i.
! I I' '. • I . I· I . . '~ ,

tion in it the resolution of their crucial problamB. 'fit,
imprcving their housing conditions as well as th~ entir~'

cond~.t lDn~ a":'.their settlement.·

. ..... ,'.,. ~ "" .. '." .:.'

. ,

, I

• For more details see table 11-12.
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Table (11)

Availability of services

j'

1. The most important utilities needed by'
the settlement f

Weter
Selllege'
Electricity

7

142

1

4.7
94.7.

0.6

.J
.J

. , .. ;

2 .. The moet importent services needed by the
lettlement

~ .'.':'

Primary achool 5 3.3
..

Health units 101 67.3,.
,.

Consumer cooperetivee 27 18.0

Transportation 9 6.0>\
." • .?r. 0

Trlde ehop 1 O.7Ji

Preparatory school 6 4.0

Otherl 1 0.7
(

3. Education pr~blerno con:f,r.on:t'ed by the settlers

Lacking of schools 11 7.3

Lacking of transportation to school 14 9.3
Education opportunities very bad 28 18•.7

Number of classes limited 7 . 4.7

School masters veryffpportunist s . 17 11~3 .'
. '. - '.~

Escape of children from achool 3 2.0 ...
No children 1n school age 70 46.7

4~ Places where settlers usually cure themselvee

.j:

[
!.. f

. ~ ';

Hospital in Helwsn
Private doctor in Helwan
Public heopital in Cairo
Traditional means
Medical barber

40 ·'26.6

99 66.0

10 6.7
1 0.'7~ .
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Table (12)

Upgrading.

Owners;

1. Agreement to introduce utilities in the
settlement and to share costs

Yes

No

N./A._

2 Monthly shore of settlers

One L.E
2

+3

N "/A ,

3 r Nature of housing improvements done by
settlers

rJone

Add rooms

"drl floor

Ceiling repuration

Floor reparation
Erect stal.rs

installation of cesspool

r'~ore than one reparation

N • fA.

4 Need of housing improvement

Yes

1\1 (j

N./(L

BEST AVAILABLE COpy

N.

116

4

30

57

39

20

34

5L.

30

B

6

5

3

3

11

30

104

16

30

96.7

33.6

17,3

25.LJ

6.7

5.0

4,1

2.5

2.5

9,.2

87,1

12.9
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Sf Nature of housing improvem~nts needed

Add floor
Add room
Repair the floor

I Construct pf' replilir water closet I

. New roofing sv stem
Reconstruction of the ho~se

Reparations
N.,/A,..

6,Persons, which could be responsible for doing
the reparations needed

the sett~ers themselves
A bricklayer
A contractor

N.IA"

? Costs of the reparations

.< 500 l.E

500

1000

1500

+2000

N./A.

8. Willingness to.make reparations and topsy
costs on credit"

Ves

No
Ves but under mv control
N./A.

9. Reasons for refusing such opportunity

House doesn.t need improvement
There are other priorities
Interests are high

43

2

1

19

33

6

46

2

86

16

. 46

11

13

21

8

51

46

109

6

5

30

2

3

1.9

0.9

18.3

3l,'J

5.8

10.6

12.5
20.2·

??
49.0

90.8

5.0

4.2

33.3

50.0
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15,",- Willingness to participate in classes for N. %
illiterate

Ves 65 95,.. 6

No 4 4.4

N#/A" I I 81
I' ,

16 <, Reasons of non-participation

Education not efficient in old age 2 50~O

Don't have time 1 25 .. 0

Don't have aptitude 1 25.0

N~/I"I:,

N.. /A" 144

17. Opinion concerning the most 'important
training needed by yout~

Woodwork 42 28.0

A
Plumbing 19 12.7

:~ Electricity 24 16.0.,
.:::'1 Lathing and Filing 31 20.6

~~

:,,~

Building 10 6.6

Carpentry 10 6.7

Mechanics 10 6.7 I I

I'
0.7

I

Carpets weaving 1 I

I
. Painting 3 2.0

\
N.. /K c I

18. Availability of settlers which can be I
\

responsible of the training of youth

Ves 134 89.3

No 16 10e7

N./K~

19. Agreement of settlers for girls vocational
training

Ves ~44 96.0

No 6 4.0



112

20, Most important training needed for girls N6 of
IrJ

Sewing 109 72.7
Knitting 18 12.0
ElJlbroidery 14 9.3

I Weaving I I'

3 2.0
carpet weaving

N./K. 6 4.0

21. Availability of liJomen'S settlers liJhicll can
be responsible of girls training

Ves 106 70.7
No 15 10.0

N~/K. 29 19.3
I

22. Need for a nursery

.:'.o-j
In need 135 90.0

•••..;.,1 Not in need 15 10.0:-: -~,;;

... -. ~~ .~J
. '."

. ",
:-~

.. j 23. Willingness to cooperate in the re-
paration of settlement's streets

Will cooperate 136 90.7
Will not cooperate 3 2.0
Will cooperate liJith a salary 9 6.0
N./K. 2 1.3
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Summary of Statistical Data

I Socia Economic characteristics of Househ61ders

Average age

Ma~ital Sta1tus .,
Mean years of marriage
Education status
Origin
Occupation

Average monthly income

II Household Characteristics

44.2 year
:88 .. 7% married
20.8 year

46% illeterate
56.7% rural. .

.64% secondary

12% tertiary
2.7% primary

34 L.E
I·

Household pattern 90% nuclear.
Average number of persons/Household 5.7

; Average number·. of children/Household 4,;
<

.J Average total household income 38.86
>i

capita income'.:i.4. , Average per 8.633•
;~

Average monthly expenditure on rent' 3.4 L.E
Average monthly expenditure on electricity 124.6 Piasters
Average monthly expenditure on water 70.5 Piasters
Average monthly~xpenditure on flushing 85.6

Average monthly expenditure on transportation 2.6 L.E
Average monthly expenditure on food 31.3 L.E

III Housing Condi~ions

1. The Building
Tenure
Type of building

2. Divison of building

80% owner·
67.3% single

storey

50% into roam·
41\'3% into ap.

8.7% ape + room
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Average number of independent~oom

Average number of apartment

Average number of household

Householders who built their house
. I

Responsible of the .building proced~re
I . .

Sources of. financing "

3-8uiI~ing Materials
walls

Floors

Roof

4- The dwelling unit

Average number of years in the dwelling
Average number nf room

,Average persons/room

Have water
Have electricity
.Have kitchen

Have Bathroom

Have water closet

IV Satisfaction with Housing conditions
Satisfied

3.526

2.1

2.793

66.4%

88.6% br.ick

72.2% Family
saving

49.3% red bricks

62.7% cement

16.7% tiles

31.3% concrete
.. I

.29.3% joint and
Pertinand
board ..

15.996

3.525
2.24

62.7%

84%

33.3%

20.7%

68%

Main sources of satisfaction (53~3% ownership.
( .. .,
(16.7~ near work

Main sources of d~~cont~n~: (24.7% lack of facilities

~la.7% poor building materials



COmparison::; be,twetm owners and

Tenanto

Oiimer
Number of rooms

'Total

1

2

3

4

+5

Person/ D'welling

< 3

3

6

+9

Persons/ room

~ 1

1

3

+5

Satisfaction

Ves
No

Priorities

Water
Sewage
Electricity

.. ,: .. A"1Jl en.j;. t,i:e-s

Kl tc!ten
Ves

No

9

18

36
37

20

11

42

45
22

12

94

12

2

79

41

5

. 114

1

44

76

, 17

4

8

1

8

14

8

. 5

11

6

8

9

21

2

28

6

2U¥

26

22

44'

38

19
56

53

22

17

105

18

10

88

62

7

142

1

50

100
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11:8

Comparison between different
Income Group

-30 30-
I

+70 Total , II I I I ; I

Tenure: status

Owner 40 70 10 120
Tenant 19 8 3 30

Number of room
I .• :: 19 6 1 26
2 9 12 1 22
3 18 20 6 44
LI 12 24 2 38
+5 1 16 3 211

J Person/room.,
.~

.:J;
./ 1 9 7 1 17'-,~; .......,

-' '.~
"

1- 38 58 9 105.... , ....

3~ 6 9 :3 18

+5 6 4 10

Satisfaction

Ves 8 67 13 88
No 51 11 62

Persons/Family

.(3 16 3 19
3- 29 25 2 56
6- 13 34 6 53
+9 1 16 5 22

Priorities

Water 4 3 7
Sewage 55 74 13 142
Electricity 1 1
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