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IBSTRACT

The infant mortality ratc is a sensitive index of health.
However, in recent years, perhaps due to under-registration of deaths, the
infant mortality ratces of Jamaica, and particularly of certain parishes,
have boen so low as to make thedr reliability questionable.

This study scutht to establish the infant mortality rates for the
parishes of St. James, ilanover and Trelawny during 1960. Information on
infant deaths in 1980 was souqght from a varicty of sources, as was
information on live births in the same year.

Fower than half of all infant deaths appcared to have been registercd
in 1990 in the parishes studicd. The infant mortality rate for 1980 was
27 per thousand live births for these thrcee narishes combined.

The apparent under-reaistration of infant deaths is discussed.

ABBRFVINTIONS

The following abbreviations have been used:

IMR ~  Intant Mortality hato

CHA -  Community Heatth aice

PHN - Ttublic Health Nurse (includinc Senior Public Health Nurse)

PHI - Tublic Mealth Tasvector (including Chief Public Health Inspector)
R-G ~ Reqgistrar-Genural or Resistrar-General's Department

RBI - Reqistrar of Birthe and Deaths

CRH - Cornwall Recionnl Hospital --
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Table 2. Infant deaths, live births and IMRs by pavish, 1980

{ | Parict Three
‘ Source of i arLsh parishes
Data information | St. James Hanover Trelawny | combined
|
|
|
Infant i
deaths |
A Rea'd & All sources 109 31 39 179
? unreg'd (scc Methods)
. B Reg'd Records of RBDs 34 6 16 56
? C Poercentage A/ x 100 ] 31 19 41 31
; of deciths :
rog'd
: Live
| Births
D Reg'd Data compiled 3826 1203 1606 G635
by R-G
E Reqg'd Data compiled 3569 1242 1243 6054
by I'HIz/RBDg
F Reg'd s Data oompiled (not 1230 (incomp~ (not
unreq‘d by CHAG/THNEG availablae) late) available)
IMR 1000 x A 28 25 24 27
¢ highust or
| D, Eor F
i
i

Abbreviations: Reg'd = Registered Unreqg'd = Unregistered


















