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PREFACE

As the title suggests, this bibliography deals with small urban
centers in Africa. It was originally, and still is, part of an on-
going research project of the African Studies Program at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison designed to examine the relationship between small
urban centers and rural development in Africa. Despite the project's
dual focus, a decision was made to concentrate the bibliographic search
on monographic literature dealing with small urban centers. This was
done because we were not sure how much had been written on the subject
and because other:s had already done excellent work in bringing sources
together which treat the larger subject of rural development. Notable
in this regard is the Land Tenure Center Library's, Land Tenure and
Agrarian Reform in Africa and the Near East: An Annotated Bibliography
(Boscon: G. K. Hall, 1976). Those more interested in the rural develop-
ment side of small urban centers might do well to consult both that
volume and the center's continuing bibliographic series in conjunction
with the present work since I saw no reason to duplicate these efforts.

For the purposes of this bibliographic search, a small urban cen-
ter was arbitrarily defined as a town with a present-day population of
2,000 - 50,000. These demographic guidelines were flexible, however,
and exceptions were made at both ends of the scale when they seemed
warranted. For the most part, this bibliography contains secondary
sources. Many of the monographs included do have bibliographies of
their own which list the relevant primary sources for that particular
town.

The African Studies Program of the University of Wisconsin-Madison
furnished support as well as a congenial atmosphere in which to do the
bulk of the work. Aidan Southall, Director of the Small Urban Centers
in Rural Development in Africa Project, provided both encouragement and
intellectual stimulation. David Henige's advice about the ins and outs
of this kind of work saved me hours of wasted effort. Jenny Lodde typed
the entire manuscript with skill and dispatch. T am most grateful for
all their assistance. It would be unrealistic to expect a bibliography
without errors. My only hope is that those which have slipped through
the net are minor and will not inconvenience other scholars too seriously.
Although I would dearly love to blame any miscues on the Fates, they are
entirely my own responsibility.

Michael G. Schatzberg
October, 1979
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INTRODUCTION

It is a pleasure to introduce this Bibliography, the second and
final volume resulting from the Small Urban Centers in Rural Develop-
ment in Africa Project.1 The origin and development of this project
have been described in Professor Hayward's introduction to the first
volume. In the first year of the project the members of its steering
committee were acutely--even painfully--aware of the innovative nature
of the endeavor which they had undertaken. They were also aware of
the vast scope of published material of potential relevance to small
urban centers in rural development in Africa. While very lictle at-
tention had been paid to the subject of small urban centers specifically,
the subject would obviously be touched upon in much research with other
foci. It was also evident that this material would be widely scattered
in terms of discipline and country of origin.

An early decision, therefore, was made to undertake a full year
bibliographic search to survey and organize materials relevant to the
study of small urban centers in rural development in Africa. Political
scientist Michael Schatzberg was asked to undertake the task. An indi-
cation of the scope of the resulting bibliography is provided in Dr.
Schatzberg's ''Sources Consulted'" (page vii). The bibliographic search
made a major contribution to the success of the project, enriching and
also helping to define the subsequent work. It should be noted as well
that the Bibliography has its own independent contribution to make as
it indicates the extreme variety of the published work that is relevant
to the study of small urban centers in Africa.

Dr. Schatzberg's preface makes clear the main limits of his search.
The Bibliography is, for the most part, a survey of published academic
materials, with the fields of geography and anthropology providing the
greatest number of references, but with work from a large number of
other disciplines identified as,well including economics, political sci-
ence, history and sociology. On this basis, more than 2,000 separate
works organized by country are identified. Indexes by author and sub-
ject will assist the user.

There are, of course, areas of work of relevance to our theme which
could not be covered in Dr. Schatzberg's search and the resulting Bibli-
ography. For instance, the work of foundations and development agencies
is covered partially but not systematically in the Bibliography. The
material thus excluded has its own richness, particularly in juxtaposi-
tion with the research and ideas reported in our volume. It scems appro-
priate, therefore, in this introduction to a survey of rescarch resources,
to call the reader's attention to this dimension.
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For example, the work of the Office of Urban Development of the
Bureau for Development Support of U.S.A.I.D. has been based on theo-
retical positions parallel in focus to those which underlay the origi-
nal formulation of our project. The Office has developed projects
based on ''the assumption that urban centers can play a crucial role
in rural development, but that their potential functions have been
highly constrained and largely unexploited by governments in develop-
ing countries.' ¢

Proceeding from this assumption the Office has organized the im-
portant '"Bicol River Basin Urban Functions in Rural Development Project"
in the Philippines.3 Projects related to the successful Philippine study
have subsequently been developed by the Office in Bolivia, and also in
two sub-Saharan African countries (Upper Volta and Cameroon). The
potential relation of these to the studies reported in our main volume
is a particularly interesting one. Based theoretically on central place
theory, and drawing on the recent work of Dennis Rondinelli and Kenneth
Ruddle,? the A.I.D. projects have:

sought to develop a methodology for spatial analysis and
planning that would identify the components and character-
istics of the settlement system, determine the distribu-
tion of 'urban functions,' and delineate the linkages be-
tween urban centers and rural areas that provide access for
rural people to urban services and facilities.®

The Upper Volta project,6 which dates from 1977, is the farthest
advanced of these projects. It focuses on urban functions in two regions
(the Fada and Koudougou ORD's). During 1978 short-term intensive tech-
nical consultations were carried out (by Prof. Aidan Southall, Director
of our Small Urban Centers in Rural Development in Africa Project, and by
urban and regional planner Edward C. Perry). A U.S. contractor took over
the project in March, 1979. Identification of small urban centers within
the ORD's, and collection of a wide range of demographic, ecological, and
attitudinal data have been carried out. Presently in progress or planned
are: detailed studies of the selected sites; market studies; mapping of
several dimensions of the accumulated data; identification of projects
relating to urban functions in the regions; and, finally, the development
of a long-range plan encompassing centers at all levels of the urban
hierarchy.

More recently, a similar project has been organized to study urban
functions in rural development in North Cameroon. In this study a team
of three professionals will work to accomplish the following broad ob-
jectives:

1) To describe the distribution of existing services, facilities,
infrastructure and productive activities, and determine their
accessibility by the rural poor;

2) To analyze the spatial system relating urban areas to urban
areas (the urban hierarchy) and rural areas to rural areas,
in order to determine the extent to which the pattern of
human settlement contributes to the potential for rural
d~-e:lopment;
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3) To determine the degree to which the spatial systems are
sufficiently articulated;

4) To identify potential project areas and establish general
locational criteria for future public investment;

5) To develop and test appropriate methods of spatial analysis
that can be modified and updated as part of a continuing
planning process in North Cameroon and which may serve as
a model for application to other regions of Cameroon.

These projects are cited and briefly described in order to provide
concrete illustrations of the point that the concerns which underlay our
selection of the small urban centers focus have been paralleled in recent
years in the more practically oriented work of development agencies.
Other exampies organized by foundations, agencies of other governments,
or international organizations could have been cited. An interesting con-
vergence is apparent. The experience of development agencies in the last
two decades has led to an acute awareness on the part of all concerned
with the relation of urban functions (both economic and political) and
the rural poor. Concern with the rural majority has led to sharper per-
ceptions of the significance of the small towns and cities which connect
capitals to the rest. As we developed our project we were pleased to
find the extent to which our belief in the significance of our study was
shared by development agency officials. At the same time participants
in our project found, in their own work, and in their interaction with
other participants, that the normative and practical issues that we asso-
ciate with "development" became more and more central. Thus, project
director Aidan Southall--striving in his introduction to identify the
threads of commonality that gave coherence to the project's conference--
was led farther and farther into what ends as a disquisition on develop-
ment theory.

As Professor Southall's introduction’ mekes clear, however, the main
patterns of our interpretative conclusions diverged increasingly from
the central placg and development theory assumptions which were the ori-
gin of our study® (as they are of so much of the practically oriented devel-
opment work). The development projects cited above in fact represent
a fascinating test of the challenging conclusions which emerge from the
25 case studies that are recorded in our main volume. In this light,
the final results of the projects presently underway will be extremely
interesting.

As project bibliographer, Michael Schatzberg brought to his onerous
task the interests of a participant in the conference (see his contri-
bution on 'Blockage Points in Zaire' in the main volume), and the skills
of a professional Africanist social scientist. This volume is itself
testimony to his cxcellent work.

We wish to recognize as well the contribution made by funding sup-
port from various sources. A grant from the Ford Foundation provided



the basic funding for the project, and the interest and perceptive ad-
vice of officials of the Foundation is noted with gratitude. Additional
funding to support the Madison conference of November, 1978, was pro-
vided by the Midwest Universities Consortium for International Activi-
ties (MUCIA) and by the University of Wisconsin-Madison Graduate School.
The Office of Urban Development of U.S.A.I.D. generously stepped into

a late-developing breach to provide essential support to prepare the
manuscripts of the two volumes for publication. The African Studies
Program and the participants in the Small Urban Centers in Rural De-
velopment in Africa Project are grateful for these grants, which made
their work possible.

Paul A. Beckett
African Studies Program
University of Wisconsin-Madison
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