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Project efforts to establish LVS in Guyana will help 
ensure that all wood products extracted from the 

country are legally and sustainably harvested. 

Executive Summary 

 
The Guyana Trade and Investment Support (GTIS) II project is a four year, $7.3 million dollar 
program designed to maximize Guyana’s competitive advantages and increase non-traditional, 
value-added exports in four primary sub-sectors: Wood Products, Aquaculture, Agribusiness, 
and Ecotourism. The project uses a market-led approach to strengthen targeted sub-sectors, 
working with foreign investors, strategic buyers, and “anchor firms” in Guyana to invest in new 
capacity, technology, and production standards. Utilizing international best practices for 
sustainable sub-sector growth, the project works with the Government of Guyana (GoG) to 
support the notion that conservation, environmental integrity, and sustainable economic activity 
can be mutually reinforcing. 
 
Efforts in the Wood Products sub-sector have 
focused on setting the ground work for a 
Legality Verification System (LVS) in Guyana. 
The project conducted an industry gap analysis 
to set a road map for this initiative and is 
working closely with private sector counterpart 
the Forest Products Association, public 
counterparts the Guyana Forestry Council and 
the Forest Products Development Marketing 
Council, and the Rainforest Alliance to get the 
initiative up and running. Although the world 
economy is still suffering effects from the 

global depression, the project is allowing local 
stakeholders to see through participation in 
industry trade shows that there is a strong 
market demand for certified wood products. The project also continues to strengthen exports, 
discovering additional niche markets for the industry through sub-sector anchor firms Dalhoff 
Larsen & Horneman A/S and Dutch timber company ATC. 
 
In the aquaculture sub-sector the project has focused on filling critical gaps in the value chain. 
Assuring the availability of high quality inputs (seed and feed) combined with the technical 
expertise offered by the GTIS II team and the MASHAV Center for International Cooperation in 
Israel will create the necessary environment to attract additional investors. GTIS II also 
continues to work with the GoG in order to create legislation for industry regulations and 
oversight. Guyana is at an advantage in this case because the sub-sector has not yet grown 
exponentially and all parties involved have the opportunity to make sure that the proper 
regulations are put in place in order to keep the sub-sector environmentally and socially 
sustainable from day one. 
 
A healthy agricultural corridor is beginning to sprout in Guyana, thanks to public-private 
collaboration between farmers, investors, government, and research facilities, brought together 
by GTIS II. The most visible fruit of the project’s efforts so far is a demonstration farm to teach 
local farmers modern cultivation techniques, like drip irrigation calibrated with the exact amount 
of water, fertilizer and nutrients needed at various stages—which also minimizes erosion and 
run-off. Such technology is taught at the farm by representatives from Shigam Inc., an Israeli 
agricultural company which runs the largest fruit and vegetable farm in Antigua. 
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Shigam Inc. is also investing in a $3 million, 200-acre farm in Guyana, including a private 
packinghouse with capacity to sort and ship produce from 1,000 acres. GTIS II has begun 
partnering Shigam Inc. with a number of local farmers under contract in order to meet the 
demand for large consistent export orders of high quality fruits and vegetables. 
 
Efforts in the Ecotourism sub-sector this quarter have focused on utilizing the pull of the global 
market to persuade local stakeholders to meet its demands. GTIS II and its counterparts have 
stayed abreast of market trends in the face of the global recession and to collect information on 
how best to expand the country’s birding tourism program to include additional niches. 
Feedback from the most recent FAM tour included the advice of adventure and nature tour 
operators in addition to others focused on birding. The project is responding by helping its 
counterparts to make the necessary changes in order to meet market requirements and by 
expanding its marketing campaign to include these additional niches. 

 

Donor Harmonization 

 
The GTIS II project continues to build its reputation as a critical counterpart for government or 
donor programs addressing competitiveness issues in Guyana. The project has worked hand-in-
hand with these projects and has advocated for cooperation toward common goals. Related 
activities this quarter are as follows: 
 
Investment Attraction with the Office of the President 
GTIS II is now working directly with Ted Dreyfus of the Office of the President. Mr. Dreyfus is 
working directly with President Jagdeo both to promote the Low Carbon Development Strategy 
and to actively seek out catalytic investors. The GTIS II team has held a series of talks with Mr. 
Dreyfus about large scale project proposals from UEM, Tahal, and IBT, which would integrate 
agriculture, aquaculture, and biofuel production. These proposed projects have not been 
implemented at such a large scale anywhere in the world, and so GTIS II and Mr. Dreyfus are 
working together with the Office of the President to do the due diligence to assure that these 
proposals are feasible. 
 
Inter American Development Bank Multilateral Investment Fund 
GTIS II has been working on multiple proposals to the IADB’s Multilateral Investment Fund 
(MIF) for grants for the development of the agriculture and aquaculture subsectors in Guyana. If 
approved, the funds for agriculture will help support GTIS II’s efforts to develop a robust farming 
corridor, allowing the project to distribute more grants to farmers who lack startup capital. The 
project will aim to reach such farmers both directly and by working through sub-sector anchor 
firms to assist contract farmers.  
 
The MIF grant for project work in the aquaculture sub-sector has been preapproved by the 
IADB. In order to receive final approval, staff from IADB Washington will visit Guyana to conduct 
a quality and risk assessment for the proposed project, which they will then present to their 
board of directors for final approval. The GTIS II project would use these funds to sponsor three 
additional aquaculture experts – a hatchery manager, a feed production manager and general 
farm manager. These human resources combined with the expertise of GTIS II’s Aquaculture 
Technical Lead would be a great asset for the development of the sub-sector. 
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Demonstration farm supervisor Oswald Benjamin 
explains the modern cultivation techniques used at the 
facility. The project is cooperating with the USAID-
funded Partners of the Americas Farmer-to-Farmer 
Program, CHF, and IICA, who have brought dozens of 
interested farmers to learn how the systems work. 

Cooperative Grant from the British High Commission 
The project received a cooperative grant from the British High Commission for £3,000 for the 
development of the aquaculture sub-sector. GTIS II will use this contribution to co-fund the 
transport of highest quality feed from Chile. The project will conduct experiments with this feed 
to determine the optimal growth rate of the supermale tilapia sets provided by a grant from 
DFID. 
 
Cooperation with DFID 
DFID has accepted a cooperative agreement from GTIS to fund approximately $20,000 in 
necessary equipment to complete the hatchery at Maharaja Oil Mills. Once fully operational, this 
hatchery will provide millions of high quality, all-male fingerlings to the country’s aquaculture 
farms and is exploring regional markets. 
 
Leading Efforts in Non-traditional 
Agriculture 
GTIS II is cooperating with the USAID-funded 
Partners of the Americas Farmer-to-Farmer 
Program, CHF, and IICA to work with farmers 
with the greatest potential for diversification 
into high value exports along from Linden to 
Timehri. In September the project gave a tour 
of its demonstration farm to the various 
organizations’ representatives who have in 
turn brought dozens of interested farmers to 
see the modern technologies for themselves. 
 
Funding Leveraged for Iwokrama  
With the assistance of GTIS II, the Iwokrama 
International Centre for Rainforest 
Conservation and Development has been 
awarded a €300,000 grant from the EU to 
implement a natural resource management project with 17 indigenous communities from the 
Rupununi: Fairview, Surama, Wowetta, Rupertee, Annai, Aranaputa, Kwatamang, Crashwater, 
Rewa, Apoteri, Massara, Yakarinta, Toka, Kwaimatta, Katoka, Yupukari, and Nappi. These 
communities comprise approximately 5,000 Amerindians who are affected by extractive 
industries including commercial fishing, logging and mining and the resource use and cash 
consequences of these businesses. The project will establish natural resource management 
courses in the communities, establish a research network in the Rupununi, and pioneer 
research and educational tourism projects. 
 
 

Wood Products 

Efforts in the Wood Products sub-sector have focused on setting the ground work for a Legality 
Verification System (LVS) in Guyana. The project conducted an industry gap analysis to set a 
road map for this initiative and is working closely with private sector counterpart the Forest 
Products Association, public counterparts the Guyana Forestry Council and the Forest Products 
Development Marketing Council, and the Rainforest Alliance to get the initiative up and running. 
Although the world economy is still suffering effects from the global depression, the project is 
allowing local stakeholders to see through participation in industry trade shows that there is a 
strong market demand for certified wood products. The project also continues to strengthen 
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An FPA representative discusses the host of tropical 
hardwoods available in Guyana. Guyana’s public and 
private sector partners in the forestry sector are 
currently working together to implement a Legality 
Verification System (LVS), which is a national scheme that 
lays the foundation for timber certification. 

exports, discovering additional niche markets for the industry through sub-sector anchor firms 
Dalhoff Larsen & Horneman A/S and Dutch timber company ATC. 
 
Sub-sector Gap Analysis 
The GTIS II project team has conducted a comprehensive gap a comprehensive gap analysis to 
determine the current state of the industry and identify those areas most in need of assistance 
in order for the sector to reach its full potential. The resulting report prioritizes the top five action 
items needed to unlock the global competitiveness of the forestry sector.  GTIS will continue to 
work with the National Competitiveness Council (NCC) and the Presidential Management Office 
(PMO) to facilitate additional FDI and address each of the items identified below: 
 
1. National Forest Inventory (NFI): The industry needs comprehensive data detailing the 

contents of Guyana’s forests. In addition to its obvious application to logging, this 
information is also needed to justify sustainability efforts, recording not just tree species but 
also biodiversity reserves and other factors that are included in Payment for Ecosystem 
Services (PES) schemes. 

 

2. Legality Verification System (LVS): A national Legality Verification System will establish local 
standards for the certification of legal and sustainable forest management practices. It can 
be used as a basic starting point for those firms wishing to pursue Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) certification. 

 

3. Verification of Legal Origin (VLO) / Verification of Legal Compliance (VLC) Certification: VLO 
and VLC allow firms in the forestry sector to obtain third-party certification regarding the 
legal harvesting and chain of custody of their timber products in order to meet basic market 
requirements for export. They can be used as an interim measure while the LVS is being 
established (typically a multi-year process). 

 

4. Recovery & Utilization: As part of Reduced Impact Logging (RIL), logging companies need 
to improve their recovery rates at the stump, and processors need to improve utilization 
during milling.  In concert with these efforts, it is important for the government to update the 
Code of Practice for harvesting, create a Code of Practice for milling, and update recovery 
and quality standards for processors. 

 

5. Lesser Used Species (LUS): Of the more 
than 1,000 species of trees present in 
Guyana’s forests, only 12-15 are regularly 
harvested as commercial species. 
Increasing the use of LUS will increase the 
value that can be sustainably extracted 
from the forest.  

 
North American Wholesale Lumber 
Association Traders Market 
The project co-sponsored a booth for the 
Guyana Forest Products Association at the 
North American Wholesale Lumber 

Association’s Traders Market trade show in 
November. Attendance at the show was strong, 
with over 1,100 importers, manufacturers, 
wholesalers, distributors, and industry 
representatives represented. Many of the 
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A host of representatives from the GoG, donor 
communities, and private sector stakeholders observe 
the farm’s first functioning aerator, which provides ample 
dissolved oxygen for the breeding supermale fish in the 

pond. 

visitors to Guyana’s booth had been importing tropical hardwoods from Brazil, but were looking 
for new sources to compensate for the decline in supply from Guyana’s southern neighbor. 
Buyers proved more knowledgeable about woods from Guyana than in past years, and buyers 
also expressed increased interest in purchasing certified wood, which refers to timber that has 
been approved as legally and sustainably harvested. 
 
World Forestry Conference 
The GTIS II team also attended the World Forestry Conference in Buenos Aires. These 
conferences serve as a forum for governments, universities, civil society and the private sector 
to exchange their experiences and views and experiences and to formulate recommendations to 
be implemented at the national, regional and global levels. The conference also provides an 
opportunity to present an overview of the state of world forests and forestry in order to discern 
trends, adapt policies and raise awareness among decision and policy makers, the public and 
other stakeholders.  
 
 
Planned Activities 

Rainforest Alliance LVS Scoping Mission 
The Rainforest Alliance will visit Guyana to collaborate with GTIS on a scoping mission, the first 
step in beginning the processes of establishing a Legality Verification System (LVS). LVS 
establishment is typically a two year process, for which reason GTIS and Rainforest will also 
work with individual companies to achieve Verification of Legal Origin (VLO), a process of 
verifying the chain of custody for wood products. VLO currently meets most international market 
requirements and will be an effective intermediate result while the project works with the GoG to 
establish national LVS. The project plans to host the Rainforest Alliance in January. 
 
 

Aquaculture 

Efforts in the aquaculture sub-sector this 
quarter have focused on filling critical gaps in 
the value chain. Assuring the availability of 
high quality inputs (seed and feed) combined 
with the technical expertise offered by the 
GTIS II team and the MASHAV Center for 
International Cooperation in Israel will create 
the necessary environment to attract additional 
investors. GTIS II also continues to work with 
the GoG in order to create legislation for 
industry regulations and oversight. Guyana is 
at an advantage in this case because the sub-
sector has not yet grown exponentially and all 
parties involved have the opportunity to make 
sure that the proper regulations are put in 
place in order to keep the sub-sector 
environmentally and socially sustainable from 
day one. 
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Tilapia Hatchery Opening 
The GTIS II project’s efforts in the aquaculture sub-sector have culminated in the opening of a 
tilapia hatchery at Maharaja Oil Mills. Thanks to a donation of 1,700 breeding sets of supermale 
tilapia from DFID, the hatchery will produce all male brood stock for local farmers, a key input to 
globally competitive tilapia production. This brood stock has the potential to produce 
approximately $65 million dollars in aquaculture sales and create up to 1,700 new jobs. 
USAID/Guyana Mission Director Carole Horning, the Minister of Agriculture Robert Persaud, 
and Chief Fisheries Officer Vivek Joshi spoke at the event, stressing the importance of such 
continued cooperation between donor agencies, the Government of Guyana, and the private 
sector. 
 
Aquaculture Feed Expert 
GTIS II hosted an aquaculture feed expert from Israel who conducted an in-depth analysis of 
the current feed supply chain, provided the project top quality formulations based on ingredients 
available locally, and made recommendations for infrastructure improvements needed at 
Maharaja Oil Mills to produce internationally competitive feed. 
 
EU Illegal Unreported Unregulated Fishing Act 
The EU’s Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) fishing act requires that Guyana be recertified in 
order to export marine products to the EU, which will involve a reevaluation of the country’s 
marine fisheries practices. After working closely with representatives from the EU, the Fisheries 
Department of the Ministry of Agriculture, the Office of the President, and the private sector, the 
Ministry has notified the EU of their competent authority, the first step necessary to continue 
exporting to this important market. 
 
Development of Aquaculture Regulations 
In collaboration with the GoG, GTIS II has begun drafting initial aquaculture acts. These acts are 
based off of existing laws and regulations in Israel, as well as previous acts that have been 
drafted under other development projects. 
 
World Aquaculture Society Annual Conference 
The GTIS II team accompanied an interested investor from the Guyanese Diaspora to the World 
Aquaculture Society’s (WAS) annual conference in Vera Cruz, Mexico. After seeing the latest 
industry technologies and working aquaculture farms, this investor is formulating a business 
plan together with GTIS II. The initial plan outlines an intensive tank system capable of 
producing 40-70 metric tons per year and eventually expanding to reach up to 300. 
 
Inland Aquaculture Training with MASHAV 
GTIS II is collaborating with the MASHAV Center for International Cooperation in Israel in order 
to leverage additional technical assistance in consistent production techniques for project 
farmers. Two MASHAV trainers are currently conducting inland aquaculture training current 
Guyana School of Agriculture students and alumni, National Aquaculture Association of Guyana 
farmers, representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture, and the Ministry’s Chief Fisheries 
Officer. 
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The project demonstration farm is currently harvesting 
its first crop of cantaloupes, pictured above. The netting 
used allows this vine crop to grow upwards, increasing 
yield and reducing spoilage from fungi and pests that can 

be transferred to the fruit from soil and standing water. 

Planned Activities 

 
Investment Attraction 
The project has held initial discussions with representatives from a major aquaculture producer 
in Costa Rica. This company is searching for investment opportunities and is in the initial stages 
of planning a trip to Guyana to explore the option of setting up operations in the country. 
 
A major investment company financed by ConAgra and EDF will come to Guyana to conduct a 
scoping mission to determine if Guyana is the ideal setting for a $200 million integrated 
aquaculture/agriculture/bio fuels operation. GTIS II has helped introduce the company to the 
advantages that Guyana has for such an investment and will continue to play the role of an 
honest broker during its visit. The project will give the company clear context as to the 
investment opportunities and challenges on the ground, and introduce its stakeholders to the 
major private and public sector stakeholders. 
 
Additional Supermale Tilapia 
The project will facilitate the arrival of the second batch of 300 sets of supermales from Fishgen, 
an initiative funded by DFID to help establish a top rate hatchery in Guyana. These fish will join 
the first batch of 300 at the Maharaja Oil Mill Fish Hatchery which will produce millions of male 
fingerlings for the growing industry. 

 
 

Agribusiness  

A healthy agricultural corridor is beginning to 
sprout in Guyana, thanks to public-private 
collaboration between farmers, investors, 
government, and research facilities, brought 
together by GTIS II. The most visible fruit of 
project efforts so far is a demonstration farm to 
teach local farmers modern cultivation 
techniques, like drip irrigation calibrated with 
the exact amount of water, fertilizer and 
nutrients needed at various stages—which 
also minimizes erosion and run-off. Such 
technology is taught at the farm by 
representatives from Shigam Inc., an Israeli 
agricultural company which runs the largest 
fruit and vegetable farm in Antigua. 
 
Shigam Inc. is also investing in a $3 million, 
200-acre farm in Guyana; including a private packinghouse with capacity to sort and ship 
produce from 1,000 acres. GTIS II has begun partnering Shigam Inc. with a number of local 
farmers under contract in order to meet the demand for large consistent export orders of high 
quality fruits and vegetables. 
 
Demonstration Farm Training 
The project continues to develop modern production techniques at the co-sponsored 
demonstration farm at Timehri. Utilizing drip irrigation and greenhouse technologies, the project 
has used this facility to host over 150 local farmers and donor organizations for training in 
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With the assistance of GTIS II and Shigam Inc., 
Bounty Farm Ltd. has planted disease-resistant 
varieties of cantaloupe and Gallia melon imported 

from Israel. 

Agricultural consultant Moshe Peretz (right) and GTIS II 
demonstration farm supervisor Oswald Benjamin 
(middle) advise Bounty Farm Ltd.’s appointed supervisor 

on planting melon seedlings.  

production best practices. Now certified by the Ministry of Agriculture, the GTIS II team predicts 
that the farm will see its first export of papaya in December. The project is presently harvesting 
small samples of cantaloupes, which were pollinated by inserting a beehive into the 
greenhouse, a first for Guyana agriculture. 

 
Greenhouse Cultivation at Bounty Farm Ltd.  
John Fernandes, Founder of Bounty Farm Ltd. 
officially announced the company’s cooperation 
with GTIS II and Shigam Inc. in the Kaieteur 
News. Based on the success of a pilot project 
cultivating one acre of greenhouse produce, 
Bounty will expand the program to its 90 contract 
farmers to grow cherry tomatoes, sweet peppers, 
melons, papaya and butternut squash. Bounty 
Farm Ltd has planted disease-resistant varieties of 
cantaloupe and Gallia melon from Israel, which 
Shigam Inc. has agreed to purchase for export.  
 

Bounty’s operation is also turning out to be a 
demonstration facility of its own. A number of 
business associates of John Fernandes Ltd. have 
visited the farm and toured it with great interest. 

Wood products project partner Toolsie Persaud has since approached the GTIS II project 
requesting assistance to begin greenhouse cultivation of non-traditional agriculture. 
 
Private Pack House Certified 
The Ministry of Agriculture certified project partner Gerry Mekdeci’s private pack house, 
providing farmers with an alternative to the pack houses run by the New Guyana Marketing 
Corporation. Project partner Shigam Inc. will move all of its exports planned for the short term 
through this pack house until they have completed construction of their own along the Linden 
Highway. 
 
Integrating Aquaculture and Agriculture 
Maharaja Oil Mills has begun pioneering an 
integrated farming model in which the effluent 
waters from hatchery production would be 
cleaned and utilized as natural fertilizer in two 
acres of papaya fields. The GTIS II project will 
use this pilot program as a model for 
aquaculture farmers interested in further 
diversifying their investment, and local farmers 
who wish to reduce production costs. 
 
Progress of Shigam Inc.  
Project partner Shigam Inc., in collaboration 
with the GTIS II project, continues to identify 
close to export ready farmers for the 
development of a robust farming corridor from 
Linden to the airport at Timehri. In 
collaboration with Farmer to Farmer, IICA, and 
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CHF, the project will continue to develop a farmer database with Shigam detailing important 
information for international buyers such as crop availability and chemicals used during 
production. 
 
Shigam has continued land clearing at their concession along the Linden Highway and is 
currently in negotiations with two local stakeholders for a cooperative greenhouse project on 
their land. This joint venture will allow these stakeholders to see firsthand the different 
production techniques required for agriculture on sandy soil. Both stakeholders have indicated 
that once they are satisfied that these production methods are feasible, they will begin projects 
of their own along the highway.  
 
 
Planned Activities 

 
MASHAV Training 
GTIS II has invited two MASHAV agricultural experts to Guyana in order to conduct training on 
Global Gap, ISO 9001, ISO 14001, and HACCP best practices in December. A number of 
representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture, local farmers, and sector business owners have 
already signed up for the 5 day training course. The full course schedule can be viewed here. 
 
Continued Technical Assistance from Shigam Inc. 
The excitement generated by the technical assistance provided by Shigam Inc. has led project 
beneficiaries to request additional support. Project partner Bounty Farms has requested 
continued assistance to recommend best practices for its greenhouses and to assist in their 
expansion into open field papaya cultivation on their property.  
 
 

Ecotourism 

 
GTIS II efforts in the Ecotourism sub-sector this quarter have focused on utilizing the pull of the 
global market to persuade local stakeholders to meet its demands. GTIS II and its counterparts 
have stayed abreast of market trends in the face of the global recession and to collect 
information on how best to expand the country’s birding tourism program to include additional 
niches. Feedback from the most recent FAM tour included the advice of adventure and nature 
tour operators in addition to others focused on birding. The project is responding by helping its 
counterparts to make the necessary changes in order to meet market requirements and by 
expanding its marketing campaign to include these additional niches. 
 
Expanded Marketing Campaign 
The GTIS II team has begun designing a new website to focus on a broader range of tourism 
attractions including birding, general nature/wildlife tourism, adventure/sport fishing, and cultural 
tourism. The project expects to have the website ready to go live early next year. At the same 
time, GTIS II is also working with key sub-sector counterparts to revamp their company 
websites in order to make them more attractive to potential customers. 

 
Adventure Travel World Summit 
Guyana representatives attended educational sessions, held meetings at a Guyana booth 
during a special Marketplace event, and networked with the more than 500 industry 
professionals that attended the Adventure Travel World Summit (ATWS) this year. GTIS II’s 

http://www.shigam.com/Home/recent---site---news/qmsysteminagriculture-coursebystateofisraelministryofagriculture
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This year’s FAM tour included more cultural tourism 
attractions, such as a lesson in steel pan music at the Roy 
Geddes Museum in Georgetown. Participants reported 
strong positive feedback from their experience in 
Guyana, and some tour operators have already begun 

designing itineraries for their clients. 

Ecotourism Technical Lead also led several roundtable discussions about sustainable and 
indigenous tourism, referring to the work being done in Guyana as case examples. 
 
The Tourism and Hospitality Association of Guyana (THAG) has been a member of the 
Adventure Travel Trade Association for several years and recently Guyana joined the 
association as a destination member (http://www.adventuretravelnews.com/guyanasustainable- 
tourism-initiative). Attending the ATWS provides opportunities to personally meet and promote 
Guyana with travel trade and media representatives that would otherwise prove difficult. 
 
Based on the meetings and connections made through the Summit, some of the companies that 
now have Guyana on their radar include Austen-Lehman Adventures, Great Beyond, Horizon & 
Co., Natural Habitat Adventures, ROW Adventures, Wilderness Travel, and Wildland 
Adventures. A few companies were also at the Summit that are already selling Guyana, such as 
Adventure Life, Geographic Expeditions, and GAP Adventures. 
 
Adventures in Travel Expo 
Project writer Kirk Smock attended the Adventures in Travel Expo in New York City this month. 
Feedback from the dozens of tour operators and media representatives he met leads the project 
to believe that it would not be a worthwhile investment for GTIS II to sponsor a booth in the near 
future. The project will need to establish more of a solid recognition and client base in the United 
States for the majority of tour operators at the show to consider adding it to their list of package 
tours. Many had not yet travelled to Guyana and indicated interest in participating in one of the 
upcoming FAM tours to see for themselves whether or not Guyana would be a good fit. 
 
FAM Tour Feedback 
GTIS II has received feedback from its most 
recent FAM tour. Participants inspected local 
tourism facilities and advised firms on the 
required changes they had to make in order to 
host international tour groups. The trip featured 
birding, wildlife watching and cultural activities 
in Georgetown, Kaieteur Falls, Karanambu 
Lodge, Caiman House at Yupukari Village, 
Rock View Lodge, Aranaputa Village, Surama 
Village and Eco-Lodge, Fair View Village, 
Iwokrama River Lodge, Atta Rainforest Lodge 
and Iwokrama Canopy Walkway, and 
Baganara Island Resort. 

 
Highlights of the trip included several “life 
birds” for the participants and a confirmed 
sighting of the White Woodpecker along the 
Abary River – a new species for Guyana. The 
trip also showcased some new tourism 
developments in Guyana, including eight new rooms that were recently completed in the 
beautiful jungle clearing at Atta Rainforest Lodge and Iwokrama Canopy Walkway; Surama’s 
new cultural group that performed in full regalia; and a new tour at Fair View interpreting the 
preparation of cassava, from ground to edible food. Guyana’s unspoiled nature also amazed the 
group. 
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Michael Russell’s article Defending the 
Indefensible? praises the natural beauty of 
Guyana and the commitments of many 

stakeholders to keep it this way. 

A number of participants have already begun planning tour packages to Guyana and still more 
have already begun writing about their trip. Gerard has written about his experience on two 
blogs (http://wildlifeandbirdingdestinations.blogspot.com/ and 
http://gerardgorman.blogspot.com/). Greg wrote several blog postings from Guyana on the blog 
for Audubon Magazine (http://magblog.audubon.org/blogger/gregbutcher), and he will also be 
writing a feature article about Guyana for Audubon Magazine Online 
(http://www.audubonmagazine.org/webExclusives.html). 
 
American Birding Association and Audubon Nature Odysseys to Tour Guyana 
Tour Operator Siemer and Hand Travel has partnered with the American Birding Association 
(ABA) and Audubon Nature Odysseys to offer endorsed trips to Guyana in 2010. The two 
groups distributed a brochure to thousands of members. These trips are expected to generate 
further recognition in the United States for Guyana’s wealth of biodiversity. More information 
and a full itinerary are available here. 
 
Defending the Indefensible 
Michael Russell, a participant of the April 2008 FAM tour, 
has recently published an article titled Defending the 
Indefensible? praising the natural beauty of Guyana and 
many stakeholders’ commitments to keeping it this way. 
Mr. Russell also announced his intention to organize 
tours to Guyana in 2011 through Wildlife Travel. 
 
 
Planned Activities 

 
Travel trade and media relations 
GTIS II will continue to focus on building relationships 
with niche tour operators and media that serve the UK 
and North America sustainable tourism markets in order 
to strengthen and expand Guyana’s destination tourism 
marketing and sales network.  A major activity to push 
this initiative will be a familiarization trip for ecotourism 
operators and media representatives. The first such 
familiarization tour is scheduled for October. 

 

Educational Travel Conference 
Project representatives will attend the Educational Travel 
Conference (ETC) in Providence, Rhode Island in February. ETC is the founding conference for 
alumni, museum, zoo, conservation, and nonprofit educational travel, and represents a great 
opportunity for the project to sell Guyana as research destination. Many scientists hypothesize 
that there are still numerous previously undiscovered species in Guyana, and the project 
expects to attract great interest in this tourism niche.  

http://travel.audubon.org/details.php?id=822

