
 

 

Iraqi Farmers Receive Greenhouse training 

Female farmers at a Farmer Field School. 
Farmers are introduced to new methods 
and technologies to improve the yield of 
their green-houses. 

 

  Introduced by the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID)-Inma agribusiness program, the Farmer 
Field School (FFS) methodology are providing Iraqi farmers hands-
on training on the use of greenhouses. 

In Najaf Province, 16 Iraqi female farmers attended the training 
held at a USAID-Inma greenhouse demonstration site.  The 
farmers, greenhouse growers, wanted to improve their under-
standing of greenhouses and new technologies in the hopes of 
improving production and financial viability of their farms. 

USAID-Inma introduced the Farmer Field School methodology, a 
group-based hands-on learning process, in Iraq in November 
2010. The FFS provides training in five areas: adult education, 
facilitation, plant-animal life cycles, group study and farmer group 
development. The FFS aims to help farmers analyze their 
production system, identify obstacles, and find possible solutions 
suitable to their farming systems, as well as introduce new 
technologies. 

At the start of each training session, the facilitator asks the 
participants to select the training topics, and explains the im-
portance of this process which is to enable a cooperative 
approach, open communication among participants, and focus on 
the experience of each farmer. After a brief discussion, the 
farmers chose the most relevant topics to them and decided to 

discuss new irrigation technologies, pests, and antivirus netting system.  

The training highlights the importance of using modern technologies 
and shared information which the facilitator learned through the tech-
nical assistance provided by USAID-Inma.  

USAID-Inma plans to use the FFS methodology in other Iraqi gover-
norates such as Erbil, Sulaymaniah, Kirkuk, Ninawa, Baghdad and Diyala.  

The USAID-Inma agribusiness program focuses on building commercial 
agribusiness in order to increase employment and gross revenue of 
farmers. The estimated revenue of each greenhouse is $ (500-600) per 
year.  
 


