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ACCESS Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission of 

HIV (PMTCT) Pilot in Oromia Region, Ethiopia 
 

BACKGROUND 

To optimize PMTCT coverage, integration of services delivered at the community level is 

essential, as is strengthening access to, quality of, and linkages to MCH services. With a 

mandate to provide preventive health services at the community level, Health Extension 

Workers (HEWs) are an ideal cadre to provide PMTCT services. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
ACCESS piloted training for HEWs on PMTCT, which included training 40 HEWs from 20 

selected health posts in Oromia. The HEWs were trained to deliver comprehensive PMTCT 

services, including HIV rapid testing and provision of nevarapine. The HEWs were also 

encouraged to train the voluntary community health workers (VCHWs) in their community 

to improve community awareness and demand for PMTCT services, and strengthen 

community and health center referral linkages to improve access to care and support for 

women and infants found to be HIV positive. 

 

KEY PROGRAM INTERVENTIONS 
 Development of a LRP on PMTCT (need details); 

 Conduct of a X-week competency based training on PMTCT for 40 HEWs; 

 

 KEY RESULTS  

 40 HEWs received training in comprehensive PMTCT and use of rapid HIV test kits, 

and are currently providing community-based PMTCT services. Onsite technical 

support and quality control was provided in collaboration with Woreda (village) and 

health center laboratory staff, and over X pregnant women have been tested by the 

HEWs to date. 

 Any results related to the orientation of community VCHWs? 

 

LESSONS LEARNED 
 Lessons learned during the training? 

 Any shortages related to test kits? 

  

 

SUCCESS STORY? 


